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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  PUBLIC 
INSTRUCTION. 


Department  of  Public  Instruction, 

Harrisburg,  Pa.,  November  21,  1918. 

To  His  Excellency,  Martin  G.  Brumbaugh,  Governor  of  Pennsylvania : 

Dear  Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law,  I  have  the 
honor  herewith  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Sujjerintendent 
of  Public  Instruction,  for  the  school  year  ending  July  1,  1918,  being 
tlie  eighty-fifth  report  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  Commonwealth. 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 


(Ill) 
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Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 


DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 


To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresentatives : 

Gentlemen:  In  the  midst  of  the  trying  and  strenuous  war  times, 
it  was  gratifying  to  note  the  uniform  loyalty  and  patriotism  of  those 
who  are  connected  with  the  public  schools.  To  this  statement  there 
were  very  few  exceptions  and  these  exceptions  were  treated  with 
prompt  dismissal  as  soon  as  they  were  discovered.  Without  hope  of 
praise  or  pecuniary  reward,  and  in  the  spirit  of  unselfish  devotion 
to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  righteousness,  the  teachers  and  pupils 
participated  in  the  various  war  activities,  leaving  to  others  the 
credit  for  what  was  achieved.  Without  any  craving  for  publicity, 
but  to  the  full  measure  of  their  time  and  ability,  they  helped  the 
Red  Cross,  the  Liberty  Loans,  the  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps  and  aided 
the  other  patriotic  and  beneficent  organizations  whose  activitie^ 
were  essential  to  the  winning  of  the  war. 

The  army  and  the  navy  have  been  aptly  styled  the  first  line  of 
defense,  and  the  French  people  have  taught  us  to  call  the  schools 
the  second  line  of  defense.  The  thought  that  the  schools  constitute 
the  second  line  of  defense  should  take  root  in  the  hearts  of  our 
people  and  bear  fruit  in  better  schools  and  more  adequate  provision 
for  the  complete  education  of  all  our  children. 

Some  of  the  organizations  which  were  doing  war  work  felt  an- 
noyed because  the  schools  were  not  altogether  turned  over  to  them 
for  the  promotion  of  their  specific  activities.  To  avoid  clashes  and 
to  make  it  possible  for  teachers  to  do  their  regular  work,  it  became 
necessary  to  outline  what  should  be  attempted,  leaving  it  to  the 
local  authorities  to  fit  the  suggestions  into  the  daily  and  weekly 
program.  A  committee  of  three,  the  committee  consisted  of  J.  B. 
Richey,  Orton  Lowe  and  C  C.  Green,  was  appointed  to  prepare  such 
an  outline.  As  a  matter  of  history,  it  is  worth  while  to  quote  the 
following  extracts: 

Patriotism:  All  the  school  children  of  this  Commonwealth  should 
be  given  daily  instruction  in  Patriotism.  "An  appreciation  of  our 
country,  the  opportunities  it  gives,  the  blessings  it  confers — these 
should  be  taught.  Obligation  to  serve  it,  our  debt  to  it,  our  respon- 
sibility for  it — these,  too,  should  be  taught.     Patriotism  is  not  a 
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negative  virtue;  it  means  service,  it  means  self  denial.  As  such  it 
should  be  positively  taught  in  our  schools."  Our  patriotic  songs 
should  be  studied,  memorized  and  sung  and  the  children  should  be 
required  to  stand  reverently  while  singing  them. 

It  is  taken  for  granted  that  the  American  Flag  will  be  displayed 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  School  Code.  It  should  be  saluted 
as  follows: 

Let  US  now  salute  this  beautiful  flag,  the  emblem  of  liberty  and  i-ight. 
Long  may  it  Avave  o'er  the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave. 
I  give  my  hand  and  my  heart  to  my  country ; 
One  Country,   one  language,   one  flag. 

The  older  pupils  should  also  give  the  pledge  of  loyalty  as  follows: 
I  pledge  my  allegiance  to  the  Flag,  and  the  Republic  for  which  it 
r.tands ;  one  Nation,  indivisible,  and  Avith  liberty  and  justice  for  all. 

Patriotic  selections  should  be  studied,  memorized  and  recited. 
Patriotic  exercises  should  be  held  in  every  school  house  in  this 
countrj^  at  least  once  a  month.  These  meetings  should  be  held 
either  on  Friday  afternoon  or  evening.  The  pictures  of  George 
Washington,  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Woodrow  Wilson  should  be  placed 
in  every  school  room.  Washington's  Farewell  Address,  Lincoln's 
Gettysburg  Speech,  Second  Inaugural  Address  and  Wilson's  messages 
to  Congress  should  be  read  by  the  older  pupils  and  they  should  be 
urged  to  read  and  discuss  them  in  their  homes. 

Teachers  should  be  loyal  and  they  should  make  a  public  declara- 
tion of  their  loyalty.  Being  public  officials,  if  they  cannot  support 
the  government  heartily,  they  should  resign. 

Whi/  We  Entered  the  War:  It  is  also  very  important  that  the 
children  should  know  the  facts  showing  why  we  are  at  war  with 
Germany  and  the  danger  to  all  the  men,  women  and  children,  not 
only  of  this  country,  but  of  the  whole  world,  if  we  fail  to  win  the 
war.  They  should  be  taught  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  American 
to  support  the  conduct  of  the  war  loyally  and  by  service. 

Thrift:  The  children  should  be  taught  that  they  can  help  win 
the  war  by  saving  money,  food,  fuel  and  clothing,  so  that  our 
soldiers  and  aviators  and  those  of  the  Allies  may  have  plenty  of 
food  to  eat  and  as  many  comforts  as  possible  while  fighting  the 
"great  cause  of  freedom  to  which  we  have  all  pledged  ourselves" 
and  '^'in  order  that  suffering  children  elsewhere  may  have  a  chance 
to  live." 

Physical  Training  and  Personal  Hygiene:  Physical  Training 
consisting  of  well  guided  exercises  for  the  purpose  of  developing 
all  parts  of  the  body  should  be  given  twice  each  day.  Playground 
activities,  and  outdoor  sports  of  all  kinds  should  be  organized  and 
supervised.  Instruction  in  regard  to  personal  hygiene  and  the  proper 
care  of  the  body  and  life  should  be  given  daily.     ****** 

Industrial  Activities:  Under  the  supervision  of  the  school  the 
children  should  do  their  part  to  help  win  the  war  by  knitting,  sew- 
ing, gardening,  farming,  etc. 
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Detailed  instructions  for  knitting  and  sewing  can  be  liad  from 
the  Eed  Cross  organizations  now  formed  in  every  community  of  the 
country.  Scientific  gardening  and  farming  have  been  organized  by 
all  the  County  Superintendents  and  their  Assistants  in  this  State. 
These  activities  should  not  interfere  with  the  regular  work  of  the 
school.  The  schools  should  be  used  to  help  win  the  war  but  they 
should  not  be  disorganized.     ****** 

Function  of  Our  Schools:  The  Public  Schools  have  a  distinct 
function  to  perform  for  the  State.  They  are  to  prepare  the  children 
to  take  their  places  as  future  citizens  in  the  industrial,  economic, 
social,  professional  gjid  civic  life.  The  present  war  is  not  only 
killing  many  of  our  best  young  men,  but  it  is  also  destroying  brains 
and  ability.  When  the  Avar  is  over  there  will  be  new  problems  to 
be  solved  along  industrial,  economic  and  civic  lines.  Many  of  these 
problems  will  be  more  difficult  to  solve  than  any  that  the  American 
I>eople  have  been  called  upon  to  solve  in  the  past.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  public  school  to  see  to  it  that  the  children  who  are  now  in 
the  schools  shall  be  prepared  to  cope  with  the  new  conditions  that 
will  exist  in  the  future.  What  we  need  at  the  present  time  is  better 
schools  than  ever  before;  better  teaching  than  ever  before.  Xo  de- 
mands should  be  made  upon  the  public  schools  at  the  present  time 
that  would  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  teachers  in  doing  the 
regular  work  of  the  school  better  than  it  has  ever  been  done.  The 
teachers  are  loyal,  self-sacrificing,  patriotic  and  are  willing  to  do 
their  share,  but  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  do  the  regular  work  of 
the  school  and  at  the  same  time  use  their  strength  and  energies  on 
too  many  war  activities.  The  teachers  should  give  instruction  from 
time  to  time  in  regard  to  Liberty  Loans  and  Thrift  Stamps  and  en- 
courage the  children  to  sell  them ;  the  Income  Tax  and  how  and 
when  to  make  the  proper  returns  for  same ;  encourage  all  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
war  and  Senior  Red  Cross  activities  and  such  other  emergency  de- 
Uiands  made  by  the  proper  authorities  at  Washington. 

Organization:  The  best  plan  for  a  County  or  District  Superin- 
tendent to  pursue  in  organizing  Junior  Red  Cross  auxiliaries  is  to 
write  to  the  officers  of  the  Chapter  of  the  American  Red  Cross,  in 
their  respective  territories,  for  instructions,  for  application  blanks, 
for  a  good  supply  of  ARC  600  and  for  some  copies  of  ARC  601  and 
ARC  602  and  603.  The  National  Headquarters  have  fixed  a  period 
from  Lincoln's  to  Washington's  Birthday  for  an  intensive  drive  to 
secure  the  enrollment  of  the  schools  as  Auxiliaries  of  the  Red  Cross. 
Your  Committee  recommends  that  the  Superintendents,  Principals, 
and  the  Teachers  of  the  State  cooperate  with  the  National  Com- 
mittee in  making  the  drive  at  the  time  designated. 


THE  UNION  W^IR  SERVICE  CAMPAIGN. 

At  the  suggestion  of  President  Wilson  seven  organizations  which 
engaged  in  war  work  of  similar  types  agreed  to  make  a  joint  appeal 
for  funds  during  the  week  of  November  11,  1918.  These  organizations 
are  the  Young   Men's   Christian   Association,   the  Young  Women's 
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Christian  Association,  the  National  Catholic  War  Council  (Knights 
of  Columbus),  the  Jewish  Welfare  Board,  the  War  Camp  Community 
Service,  the  American  Library  Association  and  the  Salvation  Army. 
The  aim  is  to  raise  |170,500,000  and  to  distribute  the  funds  upon  a 
percentage  basis,  each  organization  receiving  such  proportion  as  the 
total  budget  of  each  bears  to  the  sum  total  of  the  combined  budgets. 
A  joint  pledge  card  was  adopted  and  the  name  of  ''The  United  War 
Work  Campaign"  was  selected  to  designate  these  joint  appeals  for 
funds  "in  support  of  what  is  in  reality  a  common  service."  The 
wisdom  of  making  a  joint  appeal  instead  of  so  many  separate  appeals 
is  recognized  by  all  who  are  engaged  in  school  or  war  work. 

CONSTANTS  IN  EDUCATION. 

The  schools  and  the  teachers  are  inclined  to  be  conservative  and 
hence  sometimes  err  on  the  side  of  tradition.  But  when  more  than 
seventy  organizations  are  trjdng  to  achieve  their  purposes  through 
the  schools,  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  respond  to  all  the  appeals 
that  are  made.  This  is  apt  to  give  the  teachers  a  bad  conscience 
with  reference  to  their  work.  No  longer  knowing  what  to  do,  they 
are  tempted  to  think  that  their  teaching  must  be  completely  revo- 
lutionized in  aim,  method  and  content.  It  was,  therefore,  deemed 
wise  to  point  out  that  there  are  constants  as  well  as  variables  in 
education.  In  so  far  as  education  is  adjustment  to  environment, 
changes  must  be  made  from  time  to  time,  especially  in  time  of  war 
or  of  a  great  national  crisis,  or  of  a  widespread  epidemic. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  so  far  as  education  is  based  upon  the  im- 
mutable laws  of  human  growth  and  development,  there  are  and 
must  be  unchangeable  or  constant  elements  in  our  school  work.  The 
constants  are  more  numerous  than  the  variables  and  the  changes  after 
the  war  will  not  be  as  numerous  as  many  in  their  bewilderment  and 
hysteria  now  imagine. 

The  following  list  of  constants  is  designed  to  be  suggestive  rather 
th'an  exhaustive: 

1.  Eeading  and  writing  are  indispensable  in  the  adjustment  to 
modern  civilization.  The  rudiments  of  an  English  education  are 
essential  in  the  making  of  citizens  w^ho  shall  be  one  hundred  per 
cent.  American. 

The  content  of  the  reading  lessons  will  change  as  our  national  and 
community  life  undergoes  changes,-  but  the  best  primary  teacher 
will  still  be  she,  who,  with  the  least  loss  of  time  and  expenditure  of 
energy,  can  teacher  the  learner  to  get  and  grasp  from  the  printed  or 
written  page  the  thoughts  which  are  there  expressed. 
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2.  The  war  will  not  change  the  multiplication  table.  This  table 
would  look  very  different  if  we  were  to  adopt  the  duodecimal  arith- 
metic, relics  of  which  are  seen  in  the  dozen,  the  gross  and  the  great 
gross,  and  on  the  face  of  our  watches  and  clocks.  But  the  war  will 
not  cause  us  to  drop  the  decimal  scale  in  number  work.  If  the  duo- 
decimal scale  had  been  adopted,  our  multiplication  table  would  look 
very  different.    Take  the  nine  column  as  an  instance : 

9X1=9. 

9  X  2  =  16,  meaning  one  twelve  and  6  units. 
9X3^  23,  meaning  two  twelves  and  3  units. 
9  X  ^-  =  30,  meaning  three  twelves. 
9  X  5  ^  39,  meaning  three  tvrelves  and  9  units. 
^9X6:^  46,  meaning  four  twelves  and  6  units. 
9X7  =  53. 
9  X  8  =  60. 
9  X  9  =  69. 

For  ten  and  eleven  new  characters  or  digits  would  have  to  be 
invented. 

3.  The  four  fundamental  operations  in  integers,  fractions,  in- 
cluding decimals,  will  have  to  be  taught  after  the  war  in  all  our 
schools  and  will  continue  to  be  taught  regardless  of  the  changes 
which  victory  will  bring'about. 

4.  The  principles  of  percentage,  which  is  a  method  of  reckoning 
based  upon  100,  will  continue  to  be  used.  The  same  is  true  of  square 
root  and  cube  root,  of  the  operations  of  algebra  and  the  theorems  of 
geometry.  "God  geometrizes,"  says  Plato.  The  war  did  not  change 
the  truths  of  calculus  and  the  higher  mathematics. 

5.  Historj^  and  geography  have  constant  elements.  The  war  did 
not  change  the  date  of  the  discovery  of  America,  nor  the  causes 
which  led  to  this  discovery.  Maps  change  but  the  forces  which  are 
taught  and  explained  in  physical  geography  have  not  been  changed 
by  the  war,  nor  will  there  be  any  changes  in  the  causes  of  day  and 
night,  of  the  seasons,  of  the  weather,  of  twilight,  etc.,  on  account  of 
the  war. 

6.  The  law  of  gravitation  will  continue  to  operate  in  the  heavens 
and  upon  the  earth.  "Cows  will  still  give  milk,  bees  will  gather 
honey,  dogs  will  be  faithful,  and  asses  will  be  asses  after  the  war 
as  before  the  war."  The  war  did  not  change  the  laws  of  nature. 
The  principles  of  chemistry,  physics  and  biology  will  be  taught  after 
the  war  as  before  the  war,  except  in  so  far  as  new  discoveries  of 
truth  may  modify  these  sciences. 
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7.  There  are  unchangeable  laws  of  development  in  the  growth  of 
human  beings.  These  were  not  modified  by  the  war.  The  war  may. 
however,  make  us  understand  and  appreciate  these  as  never  .before, 
and  thus  cause  us  to  lay  greater  stress  upon  certain  phases  of  instruc- 
tion in  health  and  sanitation,  upon  the  i^roper  uses  of  soil,  food, 
fuel,  clothing,  shelter  and  upon  the  things  that  really  help  to  make 

life  worth  living. 

< 

8.  The  war  made  us  familiar  with  new  words  and  expressions,  but 
it  did  not  change  the  laws  of  the  English  sentence  nor  the  principles 
of  English  grammar.  The  methods  which  were  most  efficacious  in 
teaching  English  composition  will  not  be  revolutionized  by  any  vic- 
tories by  land  or  by  sea. 

9.  The  school  virtues,  it  can  not  be  emphasized  too  often,  will  be 
as  necessary  to  success  and  to  the  building  of  character  after  the 
war  as  they  were  before  the  war.  Every  good  school  teacher  seeks 
to  beget  in  the  life  of  the  pupils  habits  of  j:-egularity  and  punctuality, 
accuracy  and  veracity,  obedience  and  self  control,  politeness  and  self 
reliance, — habits  which,  when  the  will  enters  into  them  and  makes 
them  the  law  of  life,  become  virtues  and  lay  the  foundation  for  the 
superstructures  of  character  and  good  citizenship. 

The  foregoing  statement  may  suffice  to  show  the  abiding  character 
and  permanent  value  of  the  work  hitherto  done  in  our  public  schools. 
The  essential  thing  is,  on  the  one  hand,  to  recognize  what  is  valu- 
able in  the  traditional  curriculum  and  on  the  other  to  keep  our 
minds  open  to  the  new,  thus  avoiding  both  fossilization  and  hysteric 
changes  in  our  educational  theory  and  practice. 

The  course  of  study  always  has  been,  and  still  is,  of  fundamental 
importance  in  the  administration  of  a  system  of  schools.  In  pre- 
paring the  High  School  Manual  and  the  Course  of  Study  for  the 
Elementary  School  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  lay  emphasis  upon 
essentials  rather  than  to  furnish  a  guide  for  all  the  work  which 
may  possibly  be  attempted  under  the  varying  demands  of  modern 
civilization. 

YAEIABLES  IX  EDUCATION. 

It  would  require  the  vision  of  a  prophet  to  predict  all  the  changes 
that  will  be  made  after  the  dawn  of  peace.  There  will  be  new  les- 
sons to  be  learned  in  history  and  geography,  in  civics  and  community 
life,  in  trade  and  commerce,  in  business  and  industry,  in  agriculture 
and  gardening,  in  transportation,  telegraphy,  aviation  and  telephon- 
ing, in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  of  the  other  learned  and  technical 
vocations. 
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Our  continuation  schools  must  change  so  as  to  throw  off  their 
I]uropean  limitations  and  assume  the  ideals  which  are  characteristic 
of  the  American  school.  The  general  industrial  school  must  no  longer 
be  limited  to  districts  with  a  population  of  twentv-five  thousand. 
The  courses  of  study  will  become  more  flexible  and  units  of  prepara- 
tion will  be  recognized  whose  value  is  but  dimly  seen  at  present. 
Our  experience  with  military  units  in  colleges  and  secondary  schools 
will  enable  us  to  decide  whether  or  not  we  shall  continue  to  follow 
the  example  of  France  in  excluding  military  training  from  the  second- 
ary schools  and  also  in  how  far  such  training  can  be  effectively  com- 
bined with  the  regular  academic  and  professional  training  of  our 
colleges  and  universities. 

The  rehabilitation  of  crippled  soldiers  in  civic  and  industrial  life 
will  teach  us  how  to  deal  with  those  who  have  suffered  lasting  bodily 
injury  in  our  industrial  and  transportation  systems;  and  a  new  type 
of  schools  may  be  needed  to  sav^hese  from  becoming  dependents  or 
objects  of  charity.  Many  of  those  whose  schooling  was  interrupted 
by  enlistment  or  the  draft  w^ill  wish  to  resume  their  studies.  They 
will  feel  too  old  to  return  to  the  high  schools  and  yet  they  will  not 
be  ready  to  pursue  technical  or  professional  studies.  An  experience 
similar  to  that  at  the  close  of  the  civil  war  will  then  repeat  itself. 
Many  of  the  young  men  on  returning  from  the  army  sought  and 
found  opportunities  for  an  education  in  the  normal  schools  and  in 
the  academies  which  were  then  in  existence.  Our  schools  must  make 
provision  by  modified  and  intensive  courses  for  these  mature  young 
men  and  will  do  so  with  the  same  zeal  and  alacrity  with  which  they 
organized  military  units  for  the  training  of  youths  from  eighteen  to 
twenty-one.  At  this  time  in  our  colleges  for  men  there  is  very  little 
left  of  academic  work  or  what  was  formerly  known  under  the  title  of 
the  humanities.  After  the  war  the  pendulum  will  surely  swing  the 
other  way  and  stress  will  again  be  laid  upon  the  arts  of  peace  and 
the  restoration  of  waste  places  to  their  former  productiveness. 

A  fundamental  distinction  will  then  make  itself  felt.  In  military 
training  the  individual  is  made  a  means  to  an  end  and  everything 
i'-  eliminated  which  does  not  conduce  to  the  making  of  a  soldier.  In 
academic  training  the  end  sought  is  in  the  individual  himself  and 
consists  primarily  in  the  harmonious  development  of  all  his  powers 
and  possibilities.  A  renascence  of  the  humanities  is  confidently 
predicted  by  educators  who  judge  the  future  in  the  light  of  the  past. 
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THE  SALARIES  OF  THE  TEACHERS. 

At  this  time  the  economic  side  of  the  school  problem  is  growing- 
serious.  "Apart  from  the  prosecution  of  the  war  itself,"  says 
President  Joseph  Swain,  "there  is  no  more  urgent  problem  now  be- 
fore the  American  people  than  that  created  by  the  threatened  col- 
lapse of  the  teaching  profession.  Collapse  is  an  extreme  word,  but 
so  is  the  emergency  it  describes.  The  drafting  for  other  work  of 
large  numbers  of  the  most  capable  teachers,  the  continued  opening 
of  new  doors  of  opportunity  to  the  thousands  of  others,  the  utterly 
inadequate  provision  for  the  majority  of  the  remainder — these  are 
no  longer  matters  of  debate.  They  are  facts.  And  they  are  facts 
ominous  of  disaster  for  the  nation." 

The  shortage  of  teachers  has  emphasized,  as  never  before,  one  of 
the  original  purposes  for  which  the  office  of  county  superintendent 
was  created,  namely,  that  of  aiding  the  directors  to  secure  qualified 
teachers  for  all  the  schools.  Many  superintendents  urged  bright 
young  people  to  attend  the  summer  schools  or  the  special  classes 
which  the  state  normal  schools  organized  during  the  spring  term 
to  meet  this  emergency.  The  University  of  Pittsburgh,  the  State 
College  and  other  institutions  of  higher  learning  likewise  helped 
the  superintendents  to  fill  the  vacancies  caused  by  the  draft  and 
the  industrial  situation. 

The  causes  for  this  shortage  are  not  far  to  seek,  but  the  remedies 
are  difficult  to  find.  Manj^  teachers  who  got  more  lucrative  employ- 
ment during  the  summer  vacation  resigned  their  positions  in  the 
public  schools.  Pupils  were  tempted  by  high  wages  to  quit  the  high 
schools  before  completing  the  course.  The  army  and  the  naxj  took 
many  young  men  from  the  school  room  and  it  was  difficult  to  find 
any  one  to  take  their  place. 

Real  estate  is  taxed  as  much  as  it  can  stand,  if  not  to  the  limit ; 
and  it  is  imperative  for  the  Legislature  to  find  new  sources  of  revenue 
for  school  purposes.  The  State  Board  recommends  an  emergency 
appropriation  to  add  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  the- salaries  of  the 
teachers,  many  of  whom  find  it  more  difficult  to  meet  their  expenses 
than  in  the  days  when  they  received  only  half  the  compensation 
which  is  now  offered  in  the  remotest  rural  districts.  Patriotism  may 
for  a  time  hold  the  teacher  in  the  ranks  of  this  vocation,  ultimately 
the  struggle  for  bread  will  assert  itself  and  the  need  of  educating  or 
supporting  dependents  forces  him  to  enter  vocations  which  offer  mole 
lucrative  employment.  No  system  or  scheme  for  the  training  of 
teachers  can  be  expected  to  solve  this  economic  problem.  Reduced 
to  its  simplest  terms,  it  is  the  question  of  more  money  for  the  public 
schools  and  better  salaries  for  the  teachers. 


XIII 
--  THE  EPIDEMIC. 

The .  school  situation  was  further  complicated  this  fall  by  the 
prevalence  of  an  epidemic  popularly  known  as  the  Spanish  influenza. 
Bj  order  of  the  health  authorities  the  schools  were  closed.  Teachers 
became  nurses  in  emergency  hospitals.  When  the  schools  were  re- 
opened some  of  them  had  taken  the  disease  and  could  not  resume  their 
duties.  Superintendents  were,  in  some  instances,  advised  to  omit  for 
this  year  the  institutes  which  could  not  be  held  at  the  appointed  time 
and  to  give  the  teachers  this  time  for  making  up  the  minimum  term 
required  by  law.  A  few  superintendents  found  it  possible  to  hold 
their  institutes  on  Saturday  and  thus  to  utilize  the  instructors  who 
had  been  doing  work  elsewhere  in  the  vicinity  during  the  week.  Other 
superintendents  found  it  possible  to  postpone  the  institute  to  a  later 
date.  Should  the  directors  find  it  impossible  to  continue  the  schools 
during  the  minimum  term,  the  department  must  fall  back  upon  Sec- 
tion 2311  for  authority  to  pay  the  school  appropriation. 


PHYSICAL  EDUCATION. 

The  physical  examination  of-  recruits  revealed  an  unexpected 
number  of  physical  defects  in  the  j)opulation  between  the  ages  of 
eighteen  and  thirty-five.  The  School  Code  provided  for  medical  in- 
spection and  placed  it  under  the  care  and  supervision  of  the  State 
<"Jommissioner  of  Health.  The  inspection  was  never  more  efficient 
than  the  physicians  who  made  it.  Defects  which  can  be  corrected  by 
medical  aid  or  by  phy^acal  training  should  receive  more  careful  atten- 
tion. More  drastic  legislation  to  provide  the  appropriate  remedies 
is  needed.  Our  physicians  will  return  from  active  service  with  better 
conceptions  of  what  can  be  done.  But  physical  training  should  not 
be  expected  to  supply  brains  or  to  overcome  all  the  limitations  vrhich 
heredity  imposes.  Here,  as  in  other  instances,  the  school  should  not 
be  expected  to  furnish  a  panacea  for  all  the  ills  by  which  the  race  is 
afflicted.  The  best  systems  of  physical  education  can  help  to  correct 
but  can  not  cure  all  defects  even  with  the  assistance  of  doctors,  den- 
tists, nurses  and  other  experts. 


HIGH  SCHOOLS. 

For  more  than  a  decade  a  campaign  has  been  waged  in  Pennsyl- 
vania to  convince  taxpayers,  parents  and  pupils  that  education  pays 
in  every  way  and  that  there  are  many  occupations  which  a  youth  can 
never  enter  if  he  quits  school  before  comf)letiug  a  four  year  high 
school  course.     This  campaign  showed  results  in  the  high   school 
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attendance  during  the  last  year.  In  spite  of  enticing  wages,  the 
£ittendance  during  the  school  year  ending  July  1,  1918,  was  not 
below  the  attendance  during  the  preceding  year.  The  epidemic  in- 
terfered with  all  the  schools  at  the  beginning  of  the  current  school 
year,  but  the  schools  started  as  if  the  total  high  school  attendance 
for  the  entire  state  were  not  much  affected  by  high  wages,  although 
there  are  cities  and  communities  where  the  greatly  lessened  iitten- 
dance  was  clearlj^  due  to  the  extraordinary  opportunities  for  earning 
moiiey.  With  the  dawn  of  peace,  the  high  schools  will  be  taxed 
beyond  their  capacity  by  the  growing  attendance  which  is  sure  to 
follow  the  readjustment  of  wages  and  the  return  of  normal  industrial 
conditions.  Hence  a  liberal  appropriation  in  aid  of  high  schools  is 
imperatively  needed. 


VOCATIO^'AL  EDUCATION. 

It  has  been  more  diflflcult  to  make  progress  in  our  vocational 
schools.  During  the  war  the  building  of  new  school  houses  was 
necessarily  discouraged  by  the  federal  government.  Provision  for 
additional  schools  could  not  be  made.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  after 
the  dawn  of  peace  there  will  be  a  rapid  development  of  these  newer 
types  of  education. 

Last  year  was  the  first  under  the  auspices  of  the  Federal  Board 
of  Vocational  Education  and  it  may  be  confidently  expected  that 
the  stimulus  of  financial  aid  from  the  federal  government  will  show 
itself  in  the  new  schools  and  in  new  departments  of  existing  schools. 


THE  SCHOOL  AN  ESSENTIAL  INDUSTRY. 

The  school  has  been  classified  as  one  of  the  essential  industries. 
The  principles  which  President  Wilson  announced  to  the  coal  miners 
apph^  with  equal  force  to  teachers  who  for  the  sake  of  maintaining 
our  educational  efficiency  had  been  assigned  deferred  classification. 
''Those  who  are  drafted  but  who  are  essential,"  says  the  President, 
'Vill  be  given  deferred  classification  and  it  is  their  patriotic  duty 
to  accept  it.  And  it  is  the  patriotic  duty  of  their  friends  and 
neighbors  to  hold  them  in  high  regard  for  doing  so."  A  sentence  of 
condemnation  ma,}^  become  equally  applicable  to  both.  "The  only 
worker  who  deserves  the  condemnation  of  his  community,"  says 
the  President,  "is  the  one  who  fails  to  give  his  best  in  this  crisis, 
not  the  one  who  accepts  deferred  classification  and  works  regularly 
and  diligentlv  to  increase  the  coal  output." 
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Speaking  in  parallel  terms,  one  may  say  that  the  teacher  who 
deserves  the  condemnation  of  his  community  is  the  one  who  fails  to 
give  his  best  in  this  crisis,  not  the  one  who  accepts  deferred  classi- 
fication and  works  regularly  and  diligently  to  increase  the  educational 
output.  Let  us  give  the  full  measure  of  honor  and  glory  to  those 
who  have  gone  to  the  front,  but  let  us  not  throw  blame  upon  those 
who  did  their  duty  at'  home  and  thereby  made  it  possible  for  the 
others  to  win  their  victories  abroad. 


NATURALIZATION  AND  AMEEICANIZATION. 

Both  the  state  and  the  federal  government  have  organized 
agencies  for  the  naturalization  and  Americanization  of  the  foreigner. 
When  two  departments  of  the  federal  government  and  one  depart- 
ment of  the  state  government  claim  this  work  as  their  special 
province  and  seek  to  utilize  the  public  schools  for  their  purposes, 
there  are  apt  to  be  cross  purposes,  conflicts  and  misunderstandings. 
The  school  people  are  trying  to  cooperate  with  these  several  agen- 
cies in  evening  schools,  in  the  organization  of  classes  for  adults  and 
in  the  dissemination  of  free  literature  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
must  learn  English  as  the  first  step  in  their  Americanization. 

It  is  believed  that  there  may  be  a  new  influx  of  foreigners  at  the 
close  of  the  war  and  it  will  be  a  most  important  duty  to  assimilate 
them,  and  especially  their  children,  to  our  free  American  institu- 
tions and  aspirations. 

AMERICAN,  HUMAN  AND  COSMOPOLITAN. 

We  \  all  agree  that  our  people  should  be  made  one  hundred  per 
cent.  American.  The  Kaiser  trained  his  Huns  to  be  German,  but  in- 
human to  the  point  of  savage  cruelty  and  ruthlessness.  We  should 
educate  our  people  to  be  human  and  cosmopolitan  as  well  as 
American.  Both  during  and  after  the  war  we  expect  to  live  in 
peace  and  friendship  with  the  neutral  nations,  as  well  as  with  ouj 
allies.  After  the  return  of  our  victorious^^rmies  we  may  even  hope 
to  occupy  this  planet  in  peace  with  those  who  are  now  our  enemies. 
Even  if  we  should  find  it  unwise  to  trade  with  them,  we,  neverthe- 
less, hope  to  secure  for  them  the  blessing  of  civil  liberty  and 
righteous  government  coupled  with  the  power  to  say  whether  they 
shall  ever  again  be  plunged  into  the  horrors  of  war  for  the  sake 
of  gratifying  the  ambition  of  irresponsible  war  lords  and  their  mili- 
tary cliques. 
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INTENSIVE  TEAINING. 

We  heard  much  about  iuteusive  work  and  about  speeding  up  in 
the  training  of  soldiers  and  in  the  education  of  professional  men. 
In  too  many  instances  intensive  training  has  become  a  synonym  for 
superficial  work.  For  several  months  a  student  can  undergo  that 
kind  of  training,  then  the  process  begins  to  show  itself  in  "conges- 
tion, confusion,  enfeebled  memory,  impaired  judgment,  lowered  in- 
tellectual vitality."  Time  is  a  most  important  element  in  intellectual 
growth.  Lack  of  recreation  and  vacation,  insufficient  sleep,  undue 
tax  upon  the  eyesight,  lack  of  time  to  assimilate  what  is  acquired — 
these  always  result  in  cram  and  nervous  breakdown  sometimes  in 
stupidity  and  lifelong  inefficiency. 

Let  us  earnestly  strive  against  the  breaking  down  of  standards 
and  the  adoption  of  short  cuts  in  preparation  for  complete  living. 
Disappointment  often  comes  after  it  is  too  late  to  make  up  what 
was  lost  by  hasty  preparation  and  so-called  intensive  training. 

AGITATION  AND  EDUCATION. 

The  school  department  has  avoided  publicity  whenever  this  could 
be  done  without  harm  to  the  cause.  Public  agitation  is  not  synony- 
mous with  education.  The  intellect  works  best  when  the  emotions 
are  quiescent.  The  numerous  war  drives  make  the  teacher's  task 
more  difficult  by  diverting  the  minds  of  pupils  from  their  regular 
school  work.  To  do  their  best  at  school,  children  need  peace,  quiet, 
freedom  from  excitement  and  time  to  grow  and  think.  Victory  and 
the  cessation  of  ^hostilities  will  be  a  benefit  to  the  second  line  of 
defense  as  well  as  to  those  who  constitute  our  army  and  navy. 

A  DESERVED  COMPLIMENT. 

The  public  schools  were  made  the  subject  of  drastic  criticism  by 
government  officials  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  When  war  came, 
it  was  suddenly  discovered  that  the  school  is  the  best  channel  for 
reaching  every  home  in  the  land.  The  war  has  proved  the  value  of 
the  school  in  other  respectsr  The  wonderful  self-discipline  of  the 
American  people,  it  has  been  pointed  out  by  one  of  our  leading  editors, 
is  largely  due  to  the  school.  His  words  are  worth  quoting:  "It  is 
not  only  in  the  matter  of  gasless  Sundays  or  in  living  up  to  the 
various  food  regulations,  voluntary  or  enforced,  that  our  capacity 
for  meeting  the  serious  duties  and  the  heavy  obligations  is  evidenced, 
since  all  this  cooperative  sacrifice  in  a  way  falls  into  insignificance 
before  the  self -surrender  of  the  1,900,000  men  on  the  fighting  line 
in  the  interest  of  military  discipline  that  holds  them  even  unto  death. 
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Naturally  this  trench  phase  of  the  American  participation  in  the 
war  has  impressed  itself  upon  all  foreign  observers.  But  allowing 
for  this  in  all  its  nobility  and  its  supreme  tests  on  the  field  of  battle, 
where  the  men  surrender  to  duty  willingly  but  never  to  the  enemy, 
again  and  again  foreign  writers  are  pointing  out  that  the  most 
significant  thing  which  they  can  not  stop  extolling  over  here,  is  the 
spectacle  of  the  nation  as  a  whole  throwing  itself  into  the  war  with 
a  self-sacrifice  that,  according  to  their  older  ideas,  was  only  possible 
i7i  autocracies  and  from  peoples  who  had  no  choice  but  to  obey." 

And  then,  after  referring  to  the  disappointment  of  the  Germans  on 
finding  their  mistake  in  the  estimate  of  American  institutions,  the 
editor  goes  on  to  say: — ''While  our  foreign  friends  are  praising  us 
for  this  universal  civilian  self-discipline,  they  are  also  waxing  en- 
thusiastic over  our  industrial  resourcefulness  at  home  and  the  adapt- 
ability and  extraordinary  capacity  of  the  soldiers  on  the  other  side 
v/ho  within  the  strict  lines  of  military  duty  and  discipline  which  is 
never  arrived  at  along  martinet  ways  solely,  accomplish  wonders  . 
under  the  most  exacting  and  searching  situations.  As  they  cast 
about  for  more  simple  explanation  of  the  phenomena  of  the  American 
spirit,  perhaps  because  of  unfamiliarity  with"  our  institutions,  they 
quite  overlook  the  public  school.  Criticized  by  its  friends  who 
naturally  hope  ever  for  improvement  and  do  not  despair  of  it,  even 
at  its  worst,  it  is  now  seen  in  the  results  at  home  and  abroad  that  all 
over  the  country  the  common  school,  along  with  the  higher  schools 
and  the  colleges,  technical  and  otherwise,  has  done  a  great  work. 
We  are  capable  of  self-discipline  over  here  and  our  tremendous  army 
is  capable  of  even  more  extraordinary  things  over  there  because  of 
those  fundamentals  of  training  that  the  public  school  has  imposed 
<m  us  all.  This  is  the  real  reading  of  the  riddle  of  our  achievements 
and  it  is  a  reading  of  which  we  may  all  be  proud." 

TWO  LOSSES. 

The  Department  of  Public  Instruction  sufl'ered  two  serious  losses 
during  the  last  school  year.  The  first  occurred  last  March  in  the 
death  of  Honorable  A.  D.  Glenn,  who  had  been  connected  wdth  the 
department  for  a  period  of  thirty-one  years,  since  1906,  as  Deputy 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  The  vacancy  was  filled  by  the 
promotion  of  Mr.  Eobert  M.  McNeal  from  the  responsible  position 
of  Financial  Clerk.  He  in  turn  died  suddenly  in  August  while  con- 
ducting an  examination  for  teachers'  certificates  at  the  State  College. 
The  vacancy  thus  made  a  second  time  was  filled  by  the  promotion 
of  Mr.  C.  D.  Koch,  who  had  for  seven  years  been  winning  golden 
opinions  in  the  capacity  of  High  School  Inspector. 
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THE  DAWN  OF  PEACE. 

The  foregoing  report  Avas  written  before  the  Armistice  was  signed. 
With  a  few  verbal  changes,  it  is  submitted  in  the  hope  that  the  dawn 
of  peace  and  the  passing  of  the  influenza  will  enable  the  schools  to 
achieve  a  degree  of  eflficiency  in  the  not  distant  future  far  greater 
than  any  of  the  achievements  of  the  past. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

NATHAN  C.  SCHAEFFER, 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 
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ADAMS  COUNTY— H.  Milton  Eoth. 


The  year  1917-18  has  been  a  pleasant  and  profitable  one  for  the 
schools  of  Adams  County.  Our  teachers  have  been  faithful  to  their 
duties  and  are  to  be  praised  for  the  good  work  wrought  in  the  field 
of  popular  education. 

The  scarcity  of  teachers  was  most  acute  and  great  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  finding  teachers  for  all  the  schools.  The  shortage 
was  caused  by  men  going  to  war,  by  a  number  of  women  marrying, 
by  some  going  into  counties  where  salaries  are  more  remunerative 
and  by  others  who  left  the  profession.  This  shortage  can  be  met 
in  part  by  closing  the  small  schools  and  transporting  the  children 
to  other  schools.  There  is  not  the  same  rivalry  and  enthusiasm  in 
a  small  school  as  in  a  large  one  and  school  boards  would  do  the 
children  a  distinct  service  by  combining  small  schools. 

In  addition  to  combining  schools  other  methods  might  be  used  to 
supply  the  required  number  of  teachers.  One  of  these  is  the  induc- 
ing of  high  school  graduates  and  other  young  people  to  prepare  for 
teaching.  Another  concerns  the  married  lady  teachers  who  might 
be  persuaded  to  take  up  the  work  as  a  patriotic  duty.  Another  way 
would  be  an  effort  to  secure  some  of  the  county  clergymen,  many  of 
whom  are  well  fitted  for  the  work  and  could  arrange  to  attend  both 
their  church  and  school  duties.  Many  young  people  would  be 
attracted  to  the  teaching  business  if  the  wages  were  to  be  placed 
on  a  par  with  other  lines  of  endeavor. 

During  the  year  many  of  the  schools  were  community  centers  of 
patriotism  and  war  activities.  A  number  of  schools  with  the  teachers 
as  leaders  were  enthusiastically  successful  in  their  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  farm  survey,  liberty  bonds,  tag  the  shovel  day,  food 
conservation,  war  saving  stamps  and  war  certificates.  Bed  Cross, 
etc.  A  number  of  individual  schools  reported  enrollments  of  100% 
in  the  Junior  Bed  Cross. 

A  vocational  school  was  established  at  Arendtsville  by  the  town- 
ships of  Butler  and  Franklin  and  Arendtsville  Borough.  This 
school  will  furnish  facilities  for  boys  and  girls  to  secure  training 
that  will  specially  fit  them  for  their  work, 
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A  parent-teacher  association  was  organized  at  Biglerville  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  and  several  interesting  meetings  were  held. 
Some  of  the  association  did  not  hold  the  usual  number  of  meetings 
during  the  year  on  account  of  war  activities. 

One  hundred  seven  rural  school  pupils  of  the  eighth  grade  were 
examined.  Of  this  number  eighty-six  reached  the  required  stand- 
ard and  were  granted  the  county  diploma.  Most  of  these  will  con- 
tinue their  studies  in  high  schools,  normal  schools  and  other  insti- 
tutions of  higher  learning. 

More  than  two  hundred  non-resident  pupils  attended  our  high 
schools. 

The  annual  county  spelling  contest  was  held  on  March  23. 

The  teachers'  annual  rally  took  place  on  February  16th  when  an 
interesting  and  profitable  program  was  given.  The  instructors  were 
Hon.  R.  B.  Teitrick  and  Supt.  J.  W.  Snoke.  Miss  M.  Mabel  Mellon, 
a  Biglerville  teacher,  gave  a  class  drill  in  the  Palmer  System  of 
Penmanship.  Some  of  our  teachers  are  working  for  a  Palmer 
diploma.  A  marked  improvement  has  been  noticed  in  this  subject. 
We  hope  many  more  of  the  teachers  will  strive  for  a  Palmer 
'diploma. 

The  Adams  County  Farm  Bureau  was  organized  and  an  office- 
established  for  the  county  agent,  Mr.  H.  F.  Hershey,  in  one  of  the 
office  rooms  of  the  county  superintendent.  We  are  very  grateful 
to  him  for  his  general  assistance.  He  has  relieved  us  very  much 
of  the  agriculture  work  we  had  undertaken. 

The  School  of  Methods  was  held  August  27,  28,  29  and  the  results 
were  most  excellent.    Outline  of  program: 

Reading,  Miss  Mary  R.  Harris,  Shippensburg  Normal  School. 

Arithmetic,  Miss  Alma  G.  Rice,  Chicago  University. 

Geography,  Miss  Clara  A.  Myers,  Kutztown  Normal  School. 

Penmanship,  Jack  London,  Baltimore. 

Drawing,  Mrs.  H.  C.  Fetterolf,  Harrisburg. 

Agriculture,  Brandon  W.  Wright,  Arendtsville. 

Methods  in  Language,  Miss  S.  Helen  Cunningham,  Fairfield. 

The  teachers'  institute  was  attended  by  all  the  teachers.  Dr. 
Byron  W.  King,  Dr.  Charles  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  Francis  H.  Green  and  Dr. 
Ezra  Lehman  were  the  instructors.  The  evening  entertainments 
were  given  by  Dr.  King,  the  Hawkeye  Glee  Club,  Adelphia  Concert 
Artists  and  Pitt  Parker. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  February  14  and  i5  with  an 
attendance  on  the  part  of  the  directors  of  seventy  per  cent. 
Addresses  were  given  by  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeflfer,  Hon.  R.  B.  Teit- 
rick, Supt,  J,  W,  §noke,  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes  and  Rev.  William  K. 
Fleck, 
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As  an  inducement  to  regular  attendance,  Certificates  of  Award 
were  given  to  pupils  wiio  attended  every  day  during  tlie  term. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  directors,  the  Department,  the  press  and 
all  who  did  so  much  to  assist  in  bringing  about  better  conditions 
in  school  affairs. 


ALLEGHENY  COUXTY— Samuel  Hamilton. 


In  Allegheny  county  there  are  about  125  supervising  principals 
including  those  in  both  towns  and  townships.  This  year  at  the 
County  Institute  a  Course  in  School  Super\asion  was  presented  by 
Dr.  McMurry  of  Columbia  University.  This  was  the  outstanding 
feature  of  the  Institute,  and  it  was  seemingly  as  profitable  as  it  was 
interesting  and  popular. 

Our  Institute  costs  the  taxi^ayers  about  |25,000.  If  the  instruc- 
tion deals  with  the  fundamental  principles  of  method,  management, 
and  administration  in  a  constructive  manner;  if  it  is  sensible  and 
tends  to  create  organized  centers  that  work  in  and  through  the 
school  during  the  year,  the  investment  is  a  good  one.  But  if  the 
talks  are  merely  informational,  dealing  with  the  surface  material 
of  academic  and  scholastic  topics,  their  value  is  chiefly  commercial 
and  that  to  the  man  who  sells  them  to  an  unsuspecting  audience. 
Some  institutes  that  are  hungry  for  bread,  get  only  stones.  But 
what  was  served  to  us  this  year  was  both  palatable  and  substan- 
tial. 

During  vacation  it  was  necessary  to  employ  an  extra  stenographer. 
In  the  busy  season  the  correspondence  of  our  office  takes  more  than 
the  time  of  one  typewriter  and  its  operator.  Y^et  the  original  Code 
presumed  that  in  a  county  with  1200  or  1500  teachers  no  telephone, 
no  postage,  no  printing,  and  no  stenographer  was  necessary,  and 
hence  provided  none.  We  have  outgrown  those  primitive  conditions 
as  amendments  to  the  Code  indicate.  But  some  movement  should 
be  made  by  which  counties  with  more  than  1000  teachers  could  have 
extra  help  when  needed. 

It  is  highly  creditable  to  our  schools  that  the  Government  has 
called  uioon  them  for  so  much  help,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
calls  have  been  answered  is  even  more  creditable;  yet  the  war  has 
shown  us  that  the  county  superintendent's  office  in  our  State  is  not 
well  organized  to  act  in  emergencies.  Xot  so  in  the  cities.  Avail- 
able help  may  be  secured  for  any  worthy  cause. 
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During  the  year  our  schools  did  very  effective  work  in  all  the 
War-School  Activities.  We  had  almost  10,000  war  gardens,  worth 
perhaps  $500,000.  Fully  eighty-five  per  cent,  of  our  pupils  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Junior  Red  Cross,  all  doing  the  work  which  such  mem- 
bership implies.  The  record  in  War-Savings  Stamps  is  equally  good. 
In  the  Third  Liberty  Loan  our  schools  sold  bonds  aggregating 
almost  11,500,000.  On  Tag- the- Shovel  Day  our  schools  distributed 
10,000  tags,  and  helped  to  tag  the  shovels  in  order  to  emphasize 
the  importance  of  fuel  conservation.  About  1044  of  our  boys 
through  the  Boys'  Working  Reserve  rendered  valiant  service  to 
the  farmers  in  this  and  other  counties.  In  Food  Conservation  our 
schools  supported  Mr.  Hoover  most  enthusiastically.  The  club 
activities  of  various  types  were  too  numerous  to  mention.  A  sys- 
tematic Farm  Survey  for  the  Government  was  made  by  our  schools 
and  the  facts  tabulated  by  the  pupils  in  three  of  our  high  schools. 
It  may  be  said  that  our  schools  joined  most  cheerfully  in  the  War- 
School  Activities,  and  did  the  work  required  of  them  very  effectively. 

The  most  difficult  problem  that  confronted  us  during  the  year 
was  to  meet  the  conditions  caused  by  the  dearth  of  teachers.  By 
opening  a  teachers'  bureau  in  our  office  that  served  the  teachers  and 
boards  gratuitously,  some  200  teachers  with  higher  grade  certificates 
were  brought  into  the  county.  By  extensively  advertised  special 
examinations  to  supply  the  demand,  about  150  additional  teachers 
were  secured;  this  group  included  some  retired  teachers,  many  high 
school  graduates  without  professional  training  or  experience,  and 
others  not  so  well  equipped  for  the  work.  Still  the  dearth  continued. 
Our  aim  was  to  supply  the  schools  with  good  teachers,  if  possible; 
if  not,  with  the  best  available,  and  to  open  the  schools  that  still 
remained  closed  on  September  first  more  than  forty  certificates 
were  issued  to  persons  who  could  not  pass  the  examinations  by 
which  2500  of  our  pupils  entered  high  school  this  fall. 

An  appeal  was  made  to  the  Normal  Schools  to  send  seniors  to 
open  the  schools,  but  it  was  non-productive.  A  year  ago,  foreseeing 
this  dearth,  a  suggestion  was  made  to  the  State  Department  that 
the  Normal  Schools  might  provide  additional  teachers  by  giving 
intensive  work  during  vacation  and  thereby  graduate  their  students 
in  three  years,  as  many  of  the  colleges  and  universities  are  doing. 
This  plan  was  full  of  promise.  First,  it  would  have  made  available 
in  July  1918,  possibly  1200  or  1400  teachers  that  under  existing  con- 
ditions will  not  graduate  until  1919;  second,  these  seniors  are 
mainly  high  school  graduates,  some  with  experience  in  teaching, 
and  consequently  this  plan  would  have  furnished  better  teachers 
than  can  otherwise  be  found  to  fill  the  schools ;  and  third,  these 
young  persons  could  have  been  self-supporting  a  year  earlier  than 
usual. 
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But  the  Department  rejected  the  plan  and  suggested  that 
the  way  to  get  teachers  was  to  raise  the  salaries.  That  is  true, 
but  the  suggestion  offered  no  immediate  relief.  In  teachers'  sal- 
aries Allegheny  county  stands  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  counties 
in  this  state,  and  in  the  payment  of  school  officials  it  has  set  a  good 
example.  And  yet  this  dearth  is  greater  here  than  elsewhere,  due 
in  part  to  the  remuneration  offered,  and  especially  to  the  demand 
for  workers  in  a  county  that  produces  forty  per  cent,  of  the  muni- 
tions made  in  this  nation. 

The  effort  made  by  the  State  Board  to  get  special  appropriations 
for  teachers'  salaries  is  most  commendable,  but  relief  from  this 
source  can  scarcely  become  available  before  1920.  And  the  vital 
question  is  what  shall  be  done  to  relieve  the  situation  in  1919? 


ARMSTKONG  COUNTY— C.  M.  Heilman. 


Considering  the  conditions  under  which  we  have  labored  during 
the  past  year,  the  work  accomplished  has  been  all  that  could  be 
expected. 

Attendance. 

Epidemics  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  greatly  interfered  with 
our  attendance  during  the  last  month  of  the  school  term.  Some  of 
our  schools  were  almost  completely  broken  up.  We  also  had  quite 
a  few  cases  of  smallpox,  which  kept  quite  a  number  of  pupils  out  of 
school. 

Teachers. 

In  our  examinations  for  provisional  certificates,  we  have  examined 
180  applicants.  Of  this  number  167  passed  and  13  failed.  One  hun- 
dred forty-three  of  the  180  attended  school  some  where  during  the 
present  year.  In  the  professional  class  of  35  all  but  one  had 
attended  summer  school  and  that  one  was  kept  from  so  doing  on 
account  of  sickness. 

Our  teachers  are  doing  better  work  in  the  examinations  each  year 
and  the  number  attending  school  each  succeeding  year  is  increasing. 

New  Buildings  and  Improvements. 

A  new  joint  building  was  built  for  Sugarcreek  and  Bradys  Bend 
townships,  and  a  new  modern  one  room  building  was  erected  in 
South  Bend  Township. 
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An  additional  room  was  opened  in  the  new  mining  town  of  Cadogan 
Avhich  makes  four  rooms  in  operation  at  that  place. 

Many  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  way  of  furnaces,  san- 
itary drinking  fountains,  painting  of  buildings,  providing  better 
and  more  convenient  water,  etc. 

Special  Activities. 

We  have  succeeded  in  establishing  community  centers  in  a  number 
of  the  districts  of  our  county.  Meetings  are  being  held  every  two 
weeks  continuing  through  the  summer  months.  Much  interest  is 
being  shown  at  these  meetings  and  we  believe  great  good  is  going 
to  come  from  them. 

We  are  already  arranging  to  start  many  more  such  meetings  at 
the  opening  of  school  in  the  fall. 

We  had  the  teachers  observe  a  day  last  October  for  general  clean- 
ing up.  At  such  time  we  had  buildings  cleaned  and  renovated, 
grounds  cleaned  and  improved  and  trees  planted  where  needed. 

February  22nd  was  observed  as  Patron's  Day  throughout  the 
county.  Special  invitations  were  sent  to  school  patrons  asking  them 
to  visit  their  respective  schools  on  said  date.  The  regular  work  was 
carried  out  during  the  morning  session,  while  the  afternoon  was 
given  to  the  rendering  of  a  patriotic  program. 

December  6-7,  1917,  working  in  conjunction  with  the  County  Agri- 
cultural Agent,  we  held  in  the  high  school  building  at  Kittanning 
a  Farm  Products  Show  and  our  annual  Bread  Baking  Contest. 

Much  interest  was  shown  in  both  contests.  We  had  more  entries 
in  our  Bread  Baking  Contest  than  we  had  the  previous  year  and 
we  considered  it  a  success  in  every  respect. 

Fifty  dollars  in  prize  money  was  distributed  among  the  eight 
girls  who  baked  the  best  bread,  which  was  judged  by  competent 
judges. 

High  Schools. 

We  have  now  ten  recognized  high  schools  in  the  county,  one  hav- 
ing been  established  during  the  past  year  at  Worthington.  This 
school  started  with  a  two-year  course,  but  another  year  has  been 
added  to  the  course,  making  it  a  three-year  high  school. 

Our  high  schools  have  been  pretty  badly  handicapped  the  past  year 
on  account  of  a  number  of  our  principals  being  drafted  into  the 
service. 

The  outlook  for  principals  for  the  coming  term  is  not  encouraging 
but  we  trust  that  before  the  time  for  the  opening  of  school  all  vacan- 
cies will  be  filled. 

At  our  eighth  grade  examination  held  last  spring,  211  pupils 
qualified  for  high  school  work. 
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Educational  Meetings. 

The  annual  county  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  December  17-21, 
1917.  The  instructors  were  as  follows:  Dr.  Lincoln  HuUey,  John 
B.  Stetson  University,  De  Land,  Florida.  Dr.  Geo.  H.  Tapy,  Wabash 
College,  Crawfordsville,  Ind.  Dr.  A.  B.  Van  Ormer,  Prof,  of  Phil- 
osophy, Juniata  College,  Pa.  Prof.  W.  H.  Shaw,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  con- 
ducted the  music. 

The  institute  was  pronounced  by  some  of  the  old  teachers  in 
attendance  as  the  best  they  had  ever  attended. 

The  night  entertainments  were  of  a  high  class.  The  following 
were  the  lecturers  and  entertainers:  J.  Franklin  Babb,  Dr.  Lincoln 
Hulley,  Richmond  P.  Hobson  and  The  Three  Arts  Company. 

Our  annual  School  of  Methods  was  held  August  13-15,  1917.  We 
had  with  us  at  that  time  an  able  corps  of  instructors  and  practically 
all  our  beginning  teachers,  besides  a  number  of  experienced  teachers. 

This  school  has  proved  a  wonderful  help  to  our  young  teachers, 
the  results  of  which  are  plainly  seen  in  our  visits  to  the  different 
schools. 

The  annual  Directors  Convention  was  held  November  30  and 
December  1.  The  Convention  was  fairly  well  attended  and  the 
various  topics  were  ably  discussed. 

Among  the  subjects  discussed  were  the  following:  Education 
and  Patriotism,  How  to  Meet  the  Pr,oblem  of  Scarcity  of  Teachers, 
What  Qualifications  Should  an  Individual  Possess  to  Make  Him 
Eligible  for  School  Director,  The  Rural  School  as  a  Community  Cen- 
ter and  the  Township  High  School  and  Consolidation  of  Schools. 

Friday  night  November  30,  Dr.  Frank  H.  Greene  of  West  Chester 
State  Normal  lectured  to  a  large  and  appreciative  audience. 

Scarcity  of  teachers,  due  to  higher  wages  being  paid  in  other  lines 
of  work  caused  dissatisfaction  among  our  teachers,  which  led  to 
many  resignations. 

A  number  of  our  school  boards,  realizing  the  fact  that  we  are  liv- 
ing under  abnormal  conditions  and  that  such  conditions  must  not 
interfere  too  greatly  with  the  welfare  of  our  schools,  granted  sub- 
stantial increases  in  wages  during  the  term.  By  so  doing  the  work 
for  the  year  was  much  better  than  it  otherwise  would  have  been. 

We  sincerely  hope  that  something  will  be  done  in  the  next  Legis- 
lature in  the  way  of  school  consolidation  which,  if  brought  about 
will  enable  us  to  fill  our  schools  with  more  competent  teachers. 

In  conclusion,  we  desire  to  express  our  gratitude  to  the  Depart- 
ment for  splendid  co-operation,  to  the  public  press  for  giving  notice 
of  educational  events,  and  to  directors,  teachers  and  all  others  who 
in  any  way  helped  to  make  a  successful  school  year. 
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BEAVER  COUNTY— David  C.  Locke 


The  mighty  conflict  now  being  waged  in  the  interest  of  demo- 
cracy has  received  its  full  share  of  support  from  the  teaching  force 
of  this  county.  In  our  two  largest  supervising  principalships — 
Woodlawn  and  Midland — not  only  the  supervising  principals  them- 
selves, but  also  the  high  school  principals,  joined  the  colors.  In 
the  other  principalships  in  both  the  common  and  high  school  de- 
partments, twenty-seven  out  of  a  possible  thirty-three,  responded  to 
the  call  to  arms.  This  unprecedented  change  has  taxed  the  super- 
intendence of  this  county  to  the  utmost. 

My  assistant,  Mr.  E.  D.  Davidson,  was  sent  to  Woodlawn  to  suc- 
ceed Mr.  O.  H.  Locke,  and  a  young  college  man,  Mr.  C.  H.  DesEoches, 
was  secured  to  succeed  Mr.  F.  C.  Ketler  at  Midland. 

Mr.  DesRoches  carried  out  the  work  of  the  term  and  then  also 
enlisted.  Rev.  F.  E.  Reese  took  charge  of  the  Monaca  Schools  and 
carried  them  through  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

Rev.  Charles  J.  Stiffey  volunteered  to  teach  the  Esther  high 
school  after  three  principals-elect  had  answered  the  summons  to 
war.  Mr,  Ford  N.  Dilworth,  a  former  principal,  returned  to  the 
Darlington  high  school  after  the  second  principal-elect  of  that  school 
had  joined  the  colors.  Rev.  Gallagher  of  College  Hill  completed  the 
common  school  term  at  Homewood, 

Mr.  T.  E.  Bolivar,  of  the  Koppel  schools  was  one  of  the  first  in  the 
county  to  enlist,  and  joindd  the  Marines.  Mr.  H.  A.  Taylor,  for- 
merly of  the  New  Galilee  schools  succeeded  Mr.  Bollivar,  but  at  the 
holidays  he  too  offered  his  services  and  was  accepted.  Mr.  Ralph 
S.  Hood  of  the  College  Hill  schools  enlisted  in  the  Signal  Service 
Corps  at  the  close  of  his  term. 

And  finally,  our  new  assistant,  Mr.  N.  N.  Nelson,  enlisted  in  an 
Officers'  Training  Camp.  Of  the  other  male  high  school  principals 
and  teachers  of  the  county,  only  those  remain  who  are  disqualified. 
Thus,  the  local  leadership  in  most  of  the  schools  has  been  ever 
changing.  These  changes  have  necessitated  constant  supervision 
from  our  office.  In  this  work  I  have  been  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  N. 
N.  Nelson,  who  accepted  the  assistant  superintendency  when  Mr. 
Davidson  went  to  Woodlawn. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  school  year,  early  in  September,  some 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  securing  enough  teachers  to  fill  all 
schools  of  the  county.  This  was  particularly  true  in  some  of  the 
rural  districts,  but  enough  competent  persons  reported  at  the  first 
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appeal  for  teachers  to  promptly  fill  all  existing  vacancies.  Hardly 
had  our  schools  gotten  under  way,  before  they  were  called  upon  to 
assist  our  government  in  a  multiplicity  of  ways.  Campaign  after 
campaign  followed  in  quiet  succession  throughout  the  entire  school 
year.  Senior  and  Junior  Red  Cross  Organiations  were  established 
everywhere.  A  three-day  campaign  organized  all  the  high  school  boys 
of  the  county  with  a  movement  to  raise  |100,000  in  the  State  for 
support  of  the  soldier  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  response  was  most  gratify- 
ing. Thrift  Stamp  Campaigns  were  instituted  in  every  large  school 
system  of  the  county,  and  rural  teachers  gave  ready  assistance  in 
helping  to  carry  the  propaganda  throughout  the  county  districts. 
During  the  school  year  eleven  different  campaigns  were  launched 
through  our  office.  Seven  open  circular  letters  were  written  and 
sent  out  to  the  whole  teaching  body,  explaining  points  not  readily 
understood,  and  urging  all  to  lend  their  best  endeavors.  The  re- 
sponse was  most  gratifying 

The  usual  number  of  local  institutes  were  not  insisted  upon,  but 
frequent  meetings  and  conferences  were  arranged  with  principals 
and  superintendents,  and  all  teachers  were  reached  indirectly 
through  such  supervision. 

The  summer  school  for  Beaver  county  teachers  was  carried  on  as 
usual  in  the  Geneva  College  building  at  Beaver  Falls.  One  hundred 
thirty-five  persons  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity.  Forty- 
four  professional  certificates  were  granted  at  the  close  of  the  term, 
and  of  the  remainder,  all  except  two,  secured  provisional  certifi- 
cates. During  the  winter  the  Geneva  College  authorities  organized 
an  extension  course  for  experienced  teachers.  Thirty  persons  pur- 
sued the  work. 

The  regular  County  Teachers'  Institute  for  Beaver  county  was 
held  at  Rochester  in  the  new  High  School  Building  Iduring  the  last 
week  of  August.  A  strong  corps  of  instructors  made  the  institute  a 
most  profitable  one.  These  instructors  were  Dr.  J.  Adams  Puffer 
of  Boston;  Dr.  Chas.  tV.  Wagner  of  Chester;  Dr.  J.  H.  Beeler  of 
Chicago ;  Dr.  H.  S.  Curtis  of  Michigan ;  Dr.  J.  L.  Eisenburg  of  Slip- 
pery Rock  Normal  and  Miss  K.  Llewellyn  MacGarr  of  the  University 
of  Wisconsin. 

Two  vocational  schools  under  county  supervision  were  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  These  were  in  the  districts  of  Monaca  borough 
and  Rochester  township.  The  building  in  Rochester  township,  the 
gift  of  Mr.  H.  C.  Fry,  was  destroyed  by  an  explosion  followed  by  fire 
near  the  close  of  last  term.  It  was  promptly  rebuilt,  and  less  than 
one  month's  time  was  lost. 

The  salaries  of  teachers  have  been  raised  in  almost  every  district 
of  the  county,  and  many  of  our  large  school  districts  have  aldopted 
salary  schedules. 
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In  all  schools  of  the  county  the  athletic  activities  are  in  control  of 
the  school  authorities. 

It  is  with  no  little  satisfaction  that  we  note  the  increased  desire 
on  the  part  of  school  boards  in  general  to  improve  school  conditions. 
In  many  of  the  older  buildings,  extra  window  space  has  been  added. 
Water  wells  have  been  drilled  on  school  grounds.  Old  double  seats 
replaced  by  modern  single  seats.  Inside  of  buildings  painted  in 
appropriate  colors,  and  the  papering  of  walls  rapidly  being  aban- 
doned. Many  small  libraries  have  been  added,  and  in  a  number  of 
instances  modern  heating  plants  installed. 

In  Brighton  township,  a  plan  to  build  one  new  building  each  year 
until  all  are  modern  in  the  township,  has  been  adopted  by  the  board 
of  directors;  and  the  "Armstrong  BuiMing"  completed  according  to 
State  Board  specifications. 

In  Center  township,  the  school  known  as  the  ''Bunker  Hill"  which 
was  burned  last  winter  has  been  replaced  by  a  modern  brick  building 
of  neat  appearance  and  pleasant  arrangement. 

In  Pulaski  township,  the  addition  of  two  rooms,  and  the  recon- 
struction of  the  Marion  Hill  School  are  about  completed  and  will  be 
dedicated  with  appropriate  ceremony  soon. 

New  Galilee  borough  will  build  during  the  coming  year, 

Wooldlawn  has  almost  completed  the  fifth  building,  a  neat  brick 
building  of  sixteen  rooms  capacit3\  Midland  added  four  rooms  to  her 
high  school  building  the  past  year.  North  Sewickley  township  com- 
pleted a  modern  one-room  building  late  in  the  term. 

The  war  gardens  and  farm  boy  club  are  left  largely  in  the  hands 
of  the  farm  agent.  A  School  Children's  Day  is  arranged  for  one  day 
each  year  at  the  Beaver  County  Fair.  Stock  judging,  and  pig  raising 
contests  are  consummateld  on  that  day. 

With  the  population  growing  rapidly — almost  doubling  in  the  past 
ten  years — one  of  the  serious  problems  to  be  met  is  the  proper 
housing  of  school  children.  Another  serious  problem  is  the  constant 
increase  of  living  that  must  naturally  follow  in  any  community  that 
is  a  great  manufacturing  center,  and  produces  but  a  small  part  of 
the  agricultural  products  used  by  her  ever  increasing  population. 
This  last  condition  inflates  the  cost  of  living,  and  the  teaching  pro- 
fession is  thus  rendered  less  attractive  year  by  year,  because,  being 
more  stable,  it  is  subject  to  less  decrease  and  increase  than  any  other 
employment.  This  is  especiallj^  true  in  war  time.  Unless  something 
radical  is  done,  the  scarcity  of  teachers  for  next  year  is  apparent. 

In  conclusion,  we  feel  very  grateful  to  teachers  and  directors  for 
the  willingness  with  which  they  have  helped  in  every  way  possible. 
We  thank  the  press  of  the  county  for  the  support  it  has  given,  anld 
we  are  most  thankful  to  the  State  Department  of  Education  for  the 
friendly  attitude  and  hearty  co-operation. 
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BEDFORD  COUNTY— Lloyd  H.  Hinkle. 


In  reviewing  the  school  work  of  Bedford  county  for  the  past  year 
we  are  pleased  to  report  a  gradual  growth  and  advancement  along 
all  educational  lines. 

Buildings. 

At  New  Enterprise  in  South  Woodbury  township  a  most  modern 
and  complete  township  high  school  building  was  erected.  It  is  a 
two-story  brick  structure.  The  entire  interior  of  the  building  is 
handsomely  finished.  The  auditorium  supplies  a  long-felt  need  on 
the  part  of  the  citizens  of  this  progressive  district  for  community 
activities.  The  building  is  named  in  honor  of  Mr.  J.  Leonard  Rep- 
logle,  of  New  York  City,  a  native  of  said  township,  who  is  the  Steel 
Administrator  for  the  United  States  Government  in  the  present  war 
with  Germany.  It  was  he  who  made  this  building  possible  through 
his  generous  donation  of  over  fll,000.  This  magnificent  temple 
of  learning  stands  as  a  monument  to  the  splendid  service  rendered 
by  Mr.  Replogle  of  providing  in  a  greater  measure  for  the  education 
of  all  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  community  of  his  birth. 

A  beautiful  one-room  building  was  erected  in  Londonderry  town- 
ship.     It  is  a  modern  structure  in  every  particular. 

Many  old  buildings  were  repaired,  remodeled  and  painted. 

War  Activities. 

With  admirable  loyalty  and  patriotism,  both  teacher  and  pupil  re- 
sponded to  the  call  of  duty  in  the  present  crisis.  In  addition  to  the 
regular  school  work  and  without  lessening  its  efficiency,  the  schools 
gave  valuable  assistance  along  different  lines  of  war  work.  Our 
teachers  were  ever  mindful  of  the  sacred  obligation  of  supporting 
our  young  manhood  on  foreign  battle  fields  and  willingly  consented 
to  pay  the  price  in  sacrifice  and  industry  in  the  performance  of  their 
full  duty.  The  service  rendered  by  the  teachers  and  school  children 
in  the  interests  of  the  Red  Cross,  the  Liberty  Loan,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
War  Savings  Stamp  campaign  and  other  war  activities  deserves 
special  mention  and  cannot  be  overestimated. 

Teachers  and  Salaries. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  report  that  most  of  our  teachers  Avere  en- 
thusiastic and  progressive.  The  number  possessing  at  least  a  high 
school  training  or  its  equivalent  exceed  that  of  any  previous  year  in 
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the  history  of  the  schools.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  many 
of  our  teachers  took  advantage  of  the  excellent  opportunities  offered 
for  self  improvement  by  State  College  and  other  institutions  of 
learning. 

In  order  to  retain  and  secure  first-class  teachers,  school  boards 
found  it  necessary  to  increase  the  salaries.  The  inducements  offered 
to  teachers  by  other  professions  and  occupations  are  causing  a  short- 
age of  trained  and  efficient  teachers.  This  will  result  in  lower  stand- 
ards of  school  work.  If  well-informed,  professionally  trained,  en- 
thusiastic and  experienced  teachers  are  to  remain  in  the  profession, 
they  must  be  paid  a  salary  equal  to  that  offered  by  other  professions. 

County  Institute. 

The  sixty-third  annual  session  of  the  County  Teachers'  Institute 
was  held  in  Bedford  during  the  week  beginning  December  17th. 
There  were  343  teachers  enrolled.  The  day  instructors  were  Dr. 
C.  C.  Ellis,  Dr.  William  A.  McKeever,  Dr.  Francis  H.  Green  and 
Prof.  Thomas  L.  Gibson.  The  evening  lectures  and  entertainment 
were  first-class.  The  institute  was  the  great  educational  event  of 
the  year.  The  instructors  did  excellent  work  and  the  teachers  were 
greatly  benefited. 

Directors'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Bedford  County  Directors'  Association 
Avas  held  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  institute  week.  The  con- 
vention was  addressed  by  the  institute  instructors  and  by  local  di- 
rectors. Each  session  was  marked  by  intense  interest  and  enthusi- 
asm on  the  part  of  the  directors. 

Educational  Meetings. 

The  number  of  educational  meetings  held  during  the  year  exceeded 
that  of  any  previous  year.  The  interest  manifested  was  most  en- 
couraging. Matters  of  ordinary  inconvenience  or  inclement  weather 
did  not  interfere.  It  is  certain  that  these  meetings  are  productive 
of  much  good  in  enlightening  and  informing  the  public  as  to  the  real 
needs  and  work  of  the  school. 

School  Visitation. 

The  total  number  of  visits  made  by  my  assistant  and  myself  was 
913.  In  general,  school  boards  were  active  in  the  management  of 
the  schools,  the  teachers. were  faitful  and  conscientious  in  the  per- 
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formance  of  their  duties,  a  good  school  spirit  prevailed  among  the 
pupils  and  the  citizens  manifested  an  intense  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  schools.  We  feel  that  substantial  progress  was  made  in  the 
school  work  of  Bedford  County. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department,  the  public 
press,  teachers,  directors  aaid  patrons  for  their  assistance  and  co-op- 
eration in  making  the  school  year  a  success. 


BERKS  COUNTY— Eli  M.  Rapp. 


Wartime  Service. 

The  schools  of  the  county  have  been  rendering  admirable  wartime 
service  and  have  been  responding  most  enthusiastically  and  effectively 
to  the  demands  of  the  nation's  war  propaganda  and  war  activities. 

War  Gardens. 

Last  year's  excursion  and  exploration  into  home  and  community 
gardening  by  the  school  children  though  disheartening  to  many  on 
account  of  failure  due  to  lack  of  organization,  supervision  and  intel- 
ligent direction  did  not  seemingly  dampen  the  ardor  of  these  ama- 
teur gardeners  and  little  soldiers  of  the  soil  as  the  movement  is  gain- 
ing in  popularity  and  there  has  been  a  decided  increase  in  acreage 
under  cultivation  as  compared  with  last  year. 

Boyertown  leads  the  county  in  the  garden  movement.  Seventeen 
acres  of  vacant  lots  in  and  around  the  borough  were  leased  and 
placed  under  cultivation.  The  tracts  were  divided  into  plots  of  sixty 
by  a  hundred  feet  for  the  older  folks  and  somewhat  smaller  for  the 
younger  ones.  The  greater  part  of  the  school  population  is  identified 
with  the  movement.  The  plots  for  the  little  folks  rent  at  a  dollar  a 
year. 

Here  the  garden  slacker  is  almost  as  unpopular  as  the  military 
slacker.  The  success  is  largely  due  to  the  devoted,  enthusiastic,  and 
skilled  supervisor  who  is  on  the  job  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

Birdsboro  and  Wyomissing  also  stand  out  prominently  in  the 
movement  owing  to  intelligent  direction  and  at  both  places  are  be- 
ginning to  be  conducted  on  a  profitable  basis.  To  the  home  gardener 
the  national  daylight  saving  scheme  was  a  blessing  and  materially 
helped  to  increase  production.  Through  garden  activities  thou- 
sands both  young  and  old  have  learned  new  lessons  in  the  joy  of 
living.  Every  gardener  is  a  war  gardener  and  is  helping  to  win  the 
war  just  as  much  as  a  ship  builder  or  a  fighter  in  the  trenches. 
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Food  Conservation. 

Food  conservation  is  equally  as  important  as  production.  In 
practically  every  school  instructions  were  given  in  ways  and  means 
whereby  each  pupil  could  aid  in  the  nation's  food  conservative  cam- 
paign. In  the  higher  grades  there  were  formal  lectures  and  talks  at 
least  twice  a  week.  Good  use  was  made  of  the  government  publica- 
tions as  well  as  the  latest  texts  on  food  problems  and  conservation. 

In  the  lower  grades,  the  instructions  were  more  informal.  Close 
touch  was  kept  with  the  Food  Administration  by  reading  from  the 
newspapers  the  new  appeals  for  food  economy. 

The  specific  instructions  in  the  schools  as  to  the  use  of  left-overs 
and  conservation  recipes  are  bearing  fruit  in  the  homes  of  many  of 
our  people.  Food  conservation  is  an  effective  way  of  teaching  self- 
control  and  self-sacrifice — two  prime  virtues  in  a  democracy. 

Red  Cross. 

Nearly  two-thirds  of  our  15,000  school  population  enrolled  in  the 
Junior  Eed  Cross.  Practically  all  of  our  towns  and  villages  have 
a  100%  enrollment.  The  work  done  by  the  school  auxiliaries  was  not 
only  real  and  definite  but  surprisingly  large  in  quantity.  By  co-ordi- 
nating the  work  with  the  daily  and  weekly  program  the  regular  work 
of  the  schools  was  not  interfered  with.  The  Birdsboro  schools 
'^adopted"  several  Belgian  orphans  whose  parents  were  kill  by  the 
Gernians,  by  agreeing  to  pay  a  stipulated  sum  each  year  for  their 
food  and  clothes.  The  Junior  Red  Cross  is  a  medium  that  is  ac- 
complishing more  than  its  promoters  hoped  for. 

Thrift  Stamps. 

There  has  been  a  hearty  co-operation  of  the  schools  and  teachers  in 
spreading  the  doctrine  of  thrift  and  aiding  the  sale  of  War  Saving 
Stamps.  Practically  every  school  has  been  made  an  agency  in  the 
propaganda  work.  The  Ontelaunee  Vocational  High  School  with 
an  enrollment  of  seventy  sold  stamps  to  the  amount  of  $10,000. 
Windsor,  Hamburg,  and  Robesonia  were  the  first  districts  in  the 
county  to  go  over  the  top  in  their  allotment  of  |20  per  capita.  No 
one  has  a  right  to  spend  his  money  as  he  chooses  when  the  liberties 
of  the  world  are  threatened. 

The  thrift  inculcated  by  the  War-Savings  plan  is  of  incalculable 
value  and  one  of  the  greatest  blessings. 

Boy  Scouts. 

The  war  stimulated  the  boy  scout  movement.  There  are  now  21 
troops  in  the  county  outside  of  Reading  with  an  enrollment  of  over 


No.  11.  BERKS  COUNTY.  15 

five  hundred  of  whom  full  95%  are  enrolled  in  the  schools.  The  boy 
scouts  of  both  the  city  and  county  have  taken  over  in  its  entirety  the 
forest  fire  problem  of  the  county  and  have  effectively  solved  it  with- 
out any  cost  to  the  state  or  county.  It  is  altogether  volunteer  work. 
There  has  been  no  devastating  forest  fire  since  the  boys  assumed 
charge  as  all  fires  are  now  extinguished  in  the  early  stages  by  fully 
equipped  and  trained  scouts.  In  the  coal  scarcity  of  last  winter  a 
number  of  families  were  supplied  with  wood  by  the  scouts  who  cut 
down  trees  and  delivered  the  wood  in  stove  lengths  without  any  hope 
of  reward  whatever.  Scouting  is  a  happy,  welcome,  worthwhile,  out- 
door school  and  is  a  cause  worthy  of  promotion. 

Schools  are  beginning  to  be  flooded  by  appeals  for  assistance  in 
war  service  from  many  agencies  and  all  of  them  are  more  or  less 
praise-worthy  but  there  are  projects  that  ought  not  to  be  financed  or 
promoted  by  school  children.  Schools  must  be  protected  from  con- 
stant exploitation  except  activities  of  the  greatest  importance.  The 
war  must  not  be  made  an  excuse  for  interference  with  the  progressive 
development  of  the  school  system.  Compulsory  attendance  and  child 
labor  laws  must  not  be  relaxed  or  set  aside  if  this  country  is  to  hold 
its  own  in  the  great  reconstruction  days  that  are  to  follow  after  the 
war.  To  close  schools  to  help  solve  the  labor  situation  or  to  save 
coal  would  be  a  shortsighted  policy. 

Shortage  of  Teachers. 

The  war  situation  caused  a  lowering  of  standards  and  a  less  ef- 
ficient school  system  in  our  county  and  if  there  is  no  decided  increase 
in  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  to  prevent  a  general  exodus  of  our 
best  trained  teachers  the  childhood  of  the  county  will  suffer  im- 
measurably and  the  system  border  on  demoralization.  The  percent- 
age of  teachers  untrained  professionally  last  year  has  increased  from 
less  than  three  percent  to  more  than  twelve  percent  and  indications 
point  this  will  be  increased  to  twenty  percent  this  coming  year. 
There  were  nearly  one  hundred  resignations  the  past  year  of  whom 
forty-five  are  now  serving  with  the  colors  and  the  rest  for 
the  most  part  are  working  in  industrial  establishments  at  double 
the  pay  received  as  teachers.  Among  these  were  some  of  the  flower 
of  our  teaching  corps.  The  greatest  scarcity  of  teachers  is  found 
invariably  in  districts  that  pay  only  the  minimum  salary.  These 
many  vacancies  were  filled  in  part  by  inducing  thirty-five  married 
women  and  widows  many  of  them  with  families  of  children  who  taught 
before  marriage,  to  re-enter  the  service  of  teaching.  Nearly  all  of 
them  are  State  Normal  School  graduates  and  are  giving  an  excel- 
lent account  of  themselves.  The  rest  of  the  vacancies  were  filled  by 
licensing  graduates  of  first-class  high  schools  who  contemplate  mak- 
ing teaching  a  profession.       The  nation  is  beginning  to  realize  in 
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this  world's  crisis  that  the  public  school  system  is  the  salvation  of 
the  Eepublic.  To  impair  the  efficiency  of  our  school  system  by  a 
parsimonious  and  niggardly  policy  on  the  part  of  school  authorities  at 
this  time  borders  on  treason  and  disloyalty.  There  must  be  no 
slacking  in  education  if  the  nation  is  to  hold  its  own  after  the  war. 
The  need  of  the  hour  is  not  a  less  efficient  teaching  corps  but  one  that 
is  keener,  more  alert,  and  more  dynamic  than  ever  before. 

In  Memoriam. 

In  the  death  of  David  S.  Keck  who  served  as  county  superintendent 
of  Berks  for  nine  years — 1881-1890 — the  county  lost  one  of  its  most 
efficient,  popular,  and  well  known  educators.  During  his  incum- 
bency as  superintendent,  he  emphasized  the  teaching  of  language, 
local  history  and  geography.  His  local  institutes  in  interest  and 
attendance  reached  high  water  mark  and  attracted  attention  outside 
of  the  county.  The  county  never  had  a  more  painstaking,  indus- 
trious, and  energetic  county  superintendent.  He  gave  an  interesting 
account  of  his  stewardship  while  superintendent  in  a  reunion  address 
before  the  county  institute  in  the  fall  of  1912.  As  treasurer  of  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Educational  Association  for  the  past  thirty  years, 
he  became  one  of  the  best  known  school-men  in  the  state.  His  ac- 
counts always  were  a  model  in  neatness  and  exactitude. 


BLAIR  COUNTY— T.  S.  Davis. 


The  war  has  brought  about  great  activity  in  the  schools  along  the 
lines  of  growing  crops  and  animals.  Thrift  Stamps,  Food  Conserva- 
tion, Junior  Red  Cross,  Community  Meetings  of  various  sorts,  war 
gardens,  etc.,  but  all  for  the  purpose  of  winning  the  war. 

The  American  people  are  becoming  thoroughly  aroused  and  Blair 
County  Schools  are  contributing  their  bit  and  portion  the  same  as 
other  counties  of  the  State  and  Nation. 

If  I  should  go  into  details  of  these  various  activities,  it  would 
take  all  the  space  of  the  annual  report  instead  of  the  few  lines  that 
is  allotted  to  each  of  us.  As  usual  we  held  our  Community  Day 
throughout  the  county  and  gathered  into  our  school  the  various 
products  and  handiwork  of  pupils.  This  was  then  taken  to  HoUi- 
daysburg,  the  County  Seat,  and  displayed  at  the  annual  Corn  and 
Fruit  Show,  which  is  held  at  the  same  time  as  the  Teachers'  Insti- 
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tute.  The  display  was  not  represented  by  as  many  schools  as  last 
year  but  those  schools  participating  sent  in  larger  and  more  com- 
plete displays  than  ever  before. 

The  schools  of  North  Woodbury  and  Antis  township  deserve  special 
mention  in  this  respect. 

One  of  these  schools,  Fredericksburg,a  two-room  school  of  seventy- 
five  pupils,  made  and  quilted  an  entire  quilt  on  Community  Day.  It 
was  purchased  by  the  teachers  at  County  Institute  and  presented  to 
the  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Hon.  Martin 
G.  Brumbaugh, 

A  great  deal  of  credit  should  be  given  the  schools  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  spread  the  Conservation  of  Food,  and  Thrift  Stamp 
propaganda  throughout  their  various  communities. 

Meetings  were  held  throughout  the  entire  county  in  every  school 
house  at  which  suitable  speakers  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  conserva- 
tion and  thrift.  A  large  number  of  pledges  was  secured  from  the 
people  present  that  they  would  save  food,  purchase  stamps  and  thus 
help  to  win  the  war. 

Our  county  institute  as  usual,  was  largely  planned  for  a  great  in- 
spirational meeting.  It  was  a  great  success  from  that  point  of 
view.  It  seems  to  me  that  our  Pennsylvania  institutes  as  they  are 
conducted  at  present  are  doing  a  great  work  in  giving  inspiration 
and  cultivating  the  social  and  community  spirit  of  the  county 

I  wish  I  could  say  as  much  of  the  Directors'  Annual  Convention, 
but  being  held  at  a  different  time,  other  than  the  County  Institute,  a 
few  more  than  half  the  directors  attend  and  the  interest  is  not  so 
great  as  the  teachers  show  in  their  meeting. 

We  are  going  to  try  the  plan  this  year  of  having  the  directors'  con- 
vention on  Thursday  afternoon,  Friday  all  day  and  Friday  night  of 
county  institute  week. 

We  believe  we  can  save  both  money  and  time  and  create  a  greater 
interest  in  the  directors'  meeting  by  such  a  procedure.  Perhaps,  the 
scarcity  of  help  on  farms  is  one  reason  why  farmer  directors  cannot 
attend  these  meetings,  but  what  excuse  shall  we  offer  for  the  borough 
man  who  does  not  come? 

We  had  more  teachers  last  year  teaching  their  first  term  of  school 
than  ever  before  in  the  history  of  the  county  and  this  year  we  will 
have  still  a  higher  percentage  of  beginners. 

Most  of  them  did  as  well  as  could  be  expected  of  young  girls  who 
have  had  very  little  training  for  this  important  work,  but  until  school 
teaching  is  put  on  an  equality  with  other  trades  aud  professions  in 
the  matter  of  compensation  we  must  expect  "to  have  the  poor  with  us 
alway."      I  am  surprised  to  see  how  well  most  of  them  succeed. 

At  our  local  institutes  last  year  we  divided  "Brown  and  Coffraan's 
How  to  Teach  Arithmetic"  into  eight  lessons  and  took  one  of  these 
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lessons  at  each  institute  reviewing  the  previous  lessons  before  be- 
ginning the  new  one.  The  stress  was  put  upon  "How  to  Teach  the 
Fundamentals/'  ''Fractions/'  "Percentage/'  "  Practical  Measurement/' 
"Percentage/'  and  the  "Necessity  of  Drill/' 

We  think  it  will  bear  fruit  in  bringing  about  better  results  in  this 
important  but  poorly  taught  branch  of  our  common  school  studies. 

The  last  week  of  August,  1917,  we  held  our  first  school  of  methods 
for  the  benefit  of  beginners  and  others  interested  in  teaching  the 
"Three  R's"  by  the  latest  and  best  methods. 

One  hundred  and  forty-two  of  our  teachers  attended  this  school  and 
Ave  saw  the  good  effect  of  the  work  done  when  we  visited  the  schools 
of  those  who  attended.  So  well  were  we  pleased  with  the  work 
that  this  year  we  have  employed  an  additional  instructor  and  in- 
creased the  time  to  be  devoted  to  this  work. 

We  were  present  at  the  N.  E.  A.  at  Pittsburgh  this  year  and  were 
impressed  by  the  patriotic  nature  of  the  program.  All  the  speeches, 
songs  and  work  of  the  convention  were  done  for  the  one  purpose  of 
winning  the  war  and  bringing  about  a  peace  that  is  lasting  and 
worth  while. 

We  have  determined  that  in  Blair  County  during  the  coming  school 
year,  or  school  years  if  it  takes  that  long,  all  that  we  do  in  the 
schools  and  for  the  schools  shall  be  done  with  this  end  in  view.  I 
wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  promptness  and  kindness  of 
the  Department  in  replying  to  all  calls  for  help ;  also  to  the  press  of 
Blair  County  who  have  said  so  many  good  things  about  the  schools 
of  Blair  Countj^  and  refrained  from  saying  things  that  while  they 
might  be  true  yet  for  the  good  of  the  greatest  number  of  people  are 
better  unsaid. 

May  these  generations  who  are  advancing  to  take  our  places  as 
we  fall  ever  have  the  best  teachers  and  schools  that  a  generous  and 
enlightened  community  can  give  them. 


BRADFOED  COUNTY— Leon  J.  Russell. 


One  can  hardly  find  time  during  these  strenuous  days  to  make 
statistical  reports  with  all  the  war  activities  calling  us  to  do  "our 
bit." 

We  are  sure  that  the  supervising  principals  and  teachers  of  our 
county  are  loyal.  They  have  not  been  asked  to  take  part  in  any 
of  the  drives  but  what  they  have  unanimously  joined  the  forces  of 
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loyal  American  war  workers.  During  the  last  school  year,  the  teach- 
ers, with  the  assistance  of  Mrs.  Blowers  the  clerk  of  the  Public  Safety 
Committee  of  Bradford  County,  have  taken  an  agricultural  census  of 
this  county,  and  weeks  ago  we  filed  with  the  proper  bureaus  the  sum- 
maries. Since  that  time  we  have  learned  that  it  was  of  great  use 
to  the  Far-m  Bureau  of  our  county  and  the  Agricultural  Department 
of  the  Federal  Government. 

The  principals  of  the  Agricultural  High  Schools  of  our  county 
supervised  the  cultivation  of  approximately  25  acres  of  war  gardens. 

There  were  enrolled  in  the  schools  of  the  county  more  than  10,000 
school  children,  7,500  of  whom  have  joined  the  Junior  Red  Cross, 
11.950  being  raised  by  them.  This  money  was  used  to  purchase  ma- 
terial for  refugee  garments  which  have  been  made  and  shipped  to 
Division  Headquarters. 

We  are  not  able  at  this  time  to  give  a  defijiite  report  as  to  the 
number  of  Thrift  Stamps  purchased  by  the  school  children  of  the 
county,  but  we  do  Jinow  that  thousands  of  dollars  have  been  invested 
in  these  securities  by  the  children. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  we  feel,  on  account  of  the  shortage  of 
teachers  during  the  last  year,  that  necessarily  the  professional  stand- 
ing of  our  teachers  has  deteriorated.  It  will  be  impossible  to  ad- 
vance the  professional  growth  of  our  teachers  unless  better  salaries 
are  jDaid,  especially  to  the  rural  school  teachers.  The  government 
service  and  munition  plants,  paying  the  salaries  that  they  do.  have 
been  able  to  call  to  these  two  lines  of  work  our  best  teachers.  We 
cannot  blame  them  as  long  as  their  profession  does  not  give  them  a 
living  wage  and  certainly  845,  S55  and  |60  per  month  for  seven  or 
eight  months  is  not  a  living  wage  at  the  present  time. 

The  Bradford  County  Teachers'  Institute  held  its  annual  session 
the  week  of  October  8th.  The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  X.  C.  Schaef- 
fer,  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  Hon.  Fred  L. 
Keeler,  Supt.  of  Public  Instruction,  Lansing,  Mich.;  Dr.  Wm.  R. 
Straughn,  Principal  Mansfield  Xormal  School,  Mansfield,  Pa. ;  Supt. 
Isaac  Doughton,  Supt.  Phoenixville  schools,  Phoenixville,  Pa. ;  Prof. 
Jerry  March,  Phila.  Pa.,  musical  director. 

The  evening  attractions  were  as  follows : 

Monday  evening,  lecture — John  Kendrick  Bangs :  Tuesday  evening, 
entertainment — Pitt  F.  Parker;  Wednesday  evening,  lecture — J. 
Franklin  Babb ;  Thursday  evening,  entertainment — Kentucky  Jubilee 
Singers;  Friday  evening,  entertainment — Boston  Quartette. 

The  fourteenth  annual  session  of  the  Bradford  County  Directors' 
Association  was  held  in  the  high  school  building,  Towanda,  on  Thurs- 
day and  Friday,  March  7  and  8.  The  following  educators  gave  ad- 
dresses :    Dr.  J.  Geo.  Becht,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Education,  Har- 
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risburg,  Pa.;  Dr.  Alfred  C.  Thompson,  Principal  Brockport  State 
Normal  School,  Brockport,  N.  Y. ;  Emerson  Collins,  Deputy  Attorney 
General,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

During  the  last  year  Sayre  borough  saw  fit  to  withdraw  from  the 
county  organization  of  schools  and  become  an  independent  district. 
With  nearly  500  teachers  in  Bradford  county,  this  should  materially 
help  the  other  schools  of  our  county.  It  is  not  possible  to  give  close 
supervision  to  so  many  schools,  therefore,  the  withdrawal  of  nearly 
50  teachers  from  the  supervision  of  the  county  superintendent  will 
give  him  more  time  to  devote  to  the  rural  schools  of  our  county, 
which  are  greatly  in  need  of  close  supervision. 

Warren  township  completed  a  two-room  school  at  Cadis  which  will 
eventually  mean  the  complete  consolidation  of  the  rural  schools  of 
this  township.  Some  years  ago  they  partially  consolidated  their 
schools  and  built  a  township  high  school. 

Our  county  is  now  well  provided  with  agricultural  high  schools, 
the  one  located  at  Troy  has  ample  accommodations,  equipment  and 
teachers  to  take  care  of  those  boys  living  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county.  The  one  located  at  Towanda  is  equally  well  able  to  serve 
the  interests  of  the  farm  boys  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  county. 

The  rural  schools  need  our  careful  attention  and  more  financial 
assistance  than  they  are  able  to  get  from  the  present  school  appro- 
priation. We  believe  that  the  rural  districts  should  receive  more 
appropriation  from  the  state  than  they  do. 

At  this  time  we  wish  to  thank  Dr.  Schaefifer  and  all  members  of 
the  State  Department  for  the  loyal  support  and  hearty  co-operation 
which  they  have  given  us  during  the  past  year. 


BUCKS  COUNTY— J.  H.  Hoffman. 


During  the  year  the  usual  school  activities  kept  the  superintendent 
and  the  two  assistants  very  busy.  More  teachers'  meetings,  parents' 
meetings,  patriotic  meetings  and  entertainments,  and  meetings  of  a 
similar  nature  were  held  than  during  any  previous  year. 

One  of  the  encouraging  features  of  the  work  is  the  number  of  pupils 
availing  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  securing  a  four-year  high 
school  course  of  study  before  leaving  our  schools.  This  requirement, 
coupled  with  a  required  course  of  professional  study  at  a  training 
school,  is  aiding  us  in  securing  a  better  trained  group  of  teachers  in 
our  schools  employing  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates. 
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A  trifle  less  than  fifty  percent  of  our  teachers  attend  schools  and 
colleges  during  the  vacation  season  and  on  Saturdays,  while  prac- 
tically all  the  work  for  professional  certificates  is  passed  off  at  these 
educational  institutions  and  credit  is  given  by  us  for  such  study. 

The  county  now  has  more  than  two  hundred  members  in  eighteen 
pig  clubs  organized  under  the  direction  of  the  Farm  Agent.  Eleven 
thousand  pounds  of  pork  were  produced  by  the  young  school-farmers. 

The  corn  clubs  were  equally  successful.  Samples  of  the  corn  were 
sent  to  the  Teachers'  County  Institute  at  which  time  prizes  in  the 
form  of  agricultural  books  were  awarded.  These  prizes  were  awarded 
by  the  National  Bank  of  Doylestown.  The  corn  exhibited  at  the 
Institute  Corn  Show  was  later  exhibited  at  the  County  Corn  Show 
held  at  Doylestown. 

Our  boys  and  girls  were  also  very  active  in  live  stock  activities.  A 
judging  contest  was  held  in  September  at  the  Solebury  Farmers'  Ex- 
hibit at  which  time  the  animals  were  judged  by  the  members  of  the 
boys'  and  girls'  clubs. 

Patriotically  the  schools  have  been  very  active  and  the  teachers 
deserve  great  credit  for  their  interest. 


BUTLER  COUNTY— Frank  A.  McClung. 


The  work  of  the  school  year  began  with  the  School  of  Methods 
held  for  three  days  during  the  last  week  of  August.  At  this  School 
of  Methods  more  than  two  hundred  (200)  teachers  were  present  daily. 
Instruction  was  given  in  writing,  reading,  and  general  school  meth- 
ods, importance  being  laid  upon  those  things  which  would  especially 
help  the  beginners.  Addresses  were  given  by  Supt.  Shaw  of  West- 
moreland county,  Supt.  Dallas  Armstrong  of  Venango  county,  Ex- 
Supt.  Howard  I.  Painter  of  Butler,  and  others.  The  teachers  are 
wonderfully  interested  in  these  meetings  and  look  forward  to  them 
with  pleasure.  This  year  it  is  our  intention  to  continue  them  dur- 
ing the  last  week  of  August. 

Community  Day  was  held  in  every  district  and  in  almost  every 
school  in  the  county.  These  days  have  become  an  institution  in 
our  schools  and  have  been  the  means  of  much  improvement  in  the 
physical  surroundings  of  the  school  and  also  in  the  social  develop- 
ment of  the  people  in  the  rural  communities. 

We  continued  to  agitate  the  matters  of  County  Standard  Schools. 
Improvements  were  made  and  additions  reported    in    nearly   every 


22  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

school  in  the  county.  Thirteen  schools  of  the  county  reached  the 
equipment  required  for  County  Standard  Schools  and  were  granted 
the  diploma  and  pennant. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  the  week  before  Christmas.  The 
instructors  were  Dr.  Breed  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  Dr.  Eisen- 
berg,  Slippery  Rock  Normal  School,  Dr.  Schmucker  of  the  West  Ches- 
ter Normal  School  and  George  Bob  Wick  who  had  charge  of  the 
music.  All  teachers  in  the  county  were  present  and  valuable  in- 
struction was  given.  A  two-day  session  of  the  Directors'  Conven- 
tion was  held  at  the  same  time.  Of  the  277  directors  in  the  county 
225  were  present.  Addresses  were  made  by  Assistant  County  Super- 
intendent Lowe  of  Allegheny  County  and  Doctors  Eisenberg  and 
Schmucker. 

A  number  of  new  school  buildings  were  erected  in  the  county.  In 
Marion  township,  at  Boyers  a  two-room  school  was  completed.  This 
school  is  modern  in  every  respect  and  built  according  to  the  plans 
sent  out  by  the  State  Board  of  Education.  A  one-room  school  was 
built  at  Gouldville,  Venango  township. .  A  fine  new  building  was 
erected  at  Zion,  Worth  township.  The  Toll  Gate  school  in  Jackson 
township  and  the  Perry  Highway  School  in  Lancaster  township  had 
been  destroyed  by  fire  at  the  close  of  the  1917  term.  These  were 
both  replaced  by  modern  school  buildings.  In  Butler  township,  to 
take  care  of  the  congested  condition  in  the  Lyndora  School,  a  new 
twelve-room  brick  building  is  now  under  construction  and  it  is  hoped 
that  it  will  be  ready  for  use  at  the  beginning  of  the  coming  term. 
Canberry  township  replaced  the  Sample  School  with  a  new  building. 
Mars  borough  completed  a  modern  new  high  school  building.  This 
building  is  equipped  with  sufficient  class  rooms,  library,  science  room, 
gymnasium  with  shower  baths,  fine  auditorium  and  is  modern  in 
every  respect.      This  building  was  dedicated  on  March  19,  1918. 

The  matter  of  reading  library  books  has  been  agitated  during  the 
past  year  and  many  books  have  been  added  to  the  school  libraries. 
Many  of  the  schools  reached  the  100%  class  in  which  all  the  pupils 
have  completed  the  reading  of  four  (4)  books. 

Considering  the  severity  of  the  winter  and  the  impassable  condi- 
tion of  the  roads  at  times,  the  attendance  of  pupils  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts was  good.  About  three  hundred  (300)  Certificates  of  Attend- 
ance for  perfect  attendance  having  been  issued. 

Nothing  radically  new  or  different  has  been  undertaken  in  the 
schools  of  the  county  this  year.  Junior  Red  Cross  Auxiliaries  have 
been  organized  in  about  100  of  the  rural  schools.  It  is  planned  to 
have  a  Junior  Red  Cross  organized  in  every  school  of  the  county 
and  through  these  organizations  carry  on  the  war  work  for  the  com- 
ing year. 
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The  schools  during  the  past  year  aided  in  the  Farm  Survey  made 
b}^  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  and  reports  were  obtained  from 
approximately  four  thousand  (4,000)  farmers. 

We  desire  in  submitting  this,  our  seventh  annual  report  to  thank 
the  State  Department  and  the  press  and  the  teachers  and  patrons 
for  their  help  in  the  school  work. 


CAMBRIA  COUNTY— M.  S.  Bentz. 


The  last  school  year  has  been  the  most  strenuous  we  have  ever  ex- 
perienced in  our  incumbency  in  office.  The  draft  boards  have  taken 
from  us  nearly  all  of  our  available  male  teachers  between  the  age 
of  twenty-one  and  thirty-one  and  the  luring  wages  paid  by  the  govern- 
ment in  Washington,  our  railroads,  and  commercial  industries  have 
depleted  our  ranks  of  fifty  percent  of  our  best  female  teachers.  We 
have  been  driven  by  the  extremity  to  grant  certificates  almost  with- 
out regard  to  standard,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  we  are  paying 
in  many  of  our  rural  districts  seventy  to  ninety  dollars  for  one  room 
school  teachers.  This  year  we  face  an  extremity  that  will  surpass 
last  year. 

Of  our  seven  hundred  and  twenty  and  more  teachers  more  than 
fifty  percent  will  be  below  permanent  standard  in  certification  this 
coming  year. 

We  have  had  our  usual  week  of  methods  in  August  at  which  over 
two  hundred  fifty  of  our  young  and  inexperienced  teachers  attended. 
These  teachers  evidenced  a  spirit  and  enthusiasm  that  was  indeed 
gratifying.  If  they  can  carry  into  the  schools  the  enthusiasm  they 
showed  while  with  us,  they  will  make  up  for  some  of  the  lack  of 
ability  they  will  show  by  inexperience. 

During  the  year  we  attended  and  spoke  at  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  meetings.  Some  of  these  meetings  were  in  the  interest  of  some 
activities  incident  to  the  war  but  largely  we  spoke  on  the  com- 
munity needs  and  the  responsibilities  to  the  schools. 

Our  schools  have  been  engaged  in  all  of  the  multitude  of  war  activi- 
ties. One  of  our  eight-roomed  schools  sold  over  fourteen  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  War  Savings  Stamps.  Many  of  the  other  graded 
schools  have  approximately  made  the  ten  thousand  dollar  mark. 
Nearly  all  of  the  graded  schools  have  had  knitting  clubs  and  sewing 
circles  in  the  Junior  Red  Cross  work.  Many  districts  are  100% 
strong  in  Red  Cross  work.  We  are  now  planning  for  a  100%  Red 
Cross  county  next  year. 
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We  proposed  last  spring  to  the  children  in  the  rural  districts  that 
each  one  raise  a  bushel  of  soup  beans.  These  soup  beans  to  be  dis- 
posed of  to  the  government  for  War  Savings  Stamps.  We  are  not  in 
a  position  at  this  time  to  say  how  well  our  plan  will  mature  but  if 
we  do  not  have  an  unusually  early  frost  this  year,  we  will  have  quite 
a  large  yield  of  beans  raised  by  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. 

We  conducted  in  our  county  all  of  the  usual  activities  this  last 
year  but  have  planned  not  to  conduct  our  athletic  meet  in  the  fall  of 
the  coming  year  because  of  the  need  of  the  boys  in  the  many  activities 
throughout  our  industrial  centers. 

Notwithstanding  the  varied  interests  and  the  lowering  of  the  stand- 
ard of  the  teachers  in  our  county  this  last  year,  the  general  efficiency 
of  our  schools  has  decreased  very  little.  Our  boards  have  rallied  to 
the  side  of  the  schools  and  are  doing  everything  they  possibly  can 
do  to  bolster  up  and  assist  in  holding  the  standard  to  its  former 
measurement.  They  have  raised  salaries  from  15%  to  75%  over 
last  year. 

We  have  had  a  number  of  new  school  buildings  completed  in  Cam- 
bria County  during  the  last  year.  There  will  be  practically  no  school 
buildings  erected  the  coming  year.  Ebensburg  will  be  able  to  oc- 
cupy their  fine  new  building  abou.t  October  the  First  for  the  grades. 
The  high  school  will  occupy  the  Municipal  building  again  this  year. 

It  has  been  our  pleasure  to  work  with  Supt.  Shaw  in  Westmore- 
land county,  Supt.  Chapman  in  Indiana  county,  Supt.  Davis  in  Blair 
county,  in  their  week  of  methods.  We  also  had  the  pleasure  of 
meeting  the  directors  for  two  days  in  Lebanon  county  where  our  good 
friend  Supt.  Snoke  has  charge.  I  found  a  wide  awake,  active  bunch 
of  directors  back  of  Mr.  Snoke.  We  also  spent  two  days  with  the 
directors  of  Mifflin  county,  with  Supt.  Ruble  and  two  days  with 
Supt.  Mayne  Jones  in  Jefferson  county.  The  directors  in  these  coun- 
ties who  were  present  at  the  directors'  convention  evidenced  a  healthy 
interest  in  the  school  work  which  shows  the  worth  of  these  two  men 
and  the  standing  they  have  with  their  boards. 


CAMERON  COUNTY— C.  Ebbert  Plasterer. 


On  August  fourth  I  was  sworn  in  as  a  member  of  the  Local  Board 
for  Cameron  County.  Since  that  date,  I  have  been  compelled  to  de- 
vote a  great  deal  of  my  time  to  the  work  incident  to  the  Selective 
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Service.  For  eight  or  nine  months  my  office  was  used  as  the  office 
of  the  Local  Board.  Under  these  circumstances  the  school  work 
of  the  past  year  has  not  yielded  the  same  satisfaction  as  that  of 
previous  years.  Yet  we  feel  that  the  work  of  our  teachers  has  as  a 
rule  been  performed  with  fidelity  and  with  an  earnest  pisrp'-'se  to  do 
their  best  for  the  welfare  of  the  boys  and  girls  under  their  charge. 

For  a  county  having  only  fifty-six  teachers  and  most  of  the  rural 
schools  very  small,  we  feel  that  the  schools  have  done  remarkably 
well  along  the  line  of  special  activities  brought  about  by  the  ^^ar. 
Not  all  the  schools  have  reported  the  amounts  of  money  raised  for 
these  purposes  but  the  following  figures  represent  the  totals  of  those 
repoi-ting: 

For  Red  Cross  and  similar  objects,  excluding  Junior  Red  Cross, 
1332.16 ;  Bonds,  War  Savings  Stamps,  Thrift  Stamps,  held  by  pupils, 
I6.S27.26. 

We  are  quite  sure  that  these  figures,  especially  in  the  case  of  bonds 
and  stamps,  fall  far  short  of  the  amounts  which  a  complete  report 
would  show.  The  East  Ward  School  in  Emporium,  consisting  of 
ten  grade  rooms,  made  an  especially  good  showing  and  reports  as 
follows : 

Liberty  Bonds  held  by  pupils, |4,9.50  00 

War  Savings  Stamps, 1,361  70 

Thrift  Stamp??, 192  20 

J^^lower  fund  for  Memorial  Day, 20  43 

National  League  for  Woman  Service, 97  18    . 

Red  Cross, 55  50 

Junior  Red  Cross, 89  25 

Seeds  for  home  gardens, 47  25 

Foreign  Relief,  2  00 

Total,   16,815  51 

The  work  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross  was  not  taken  up  in  this  county 
until  late  in  the  term  when  some  of  the  schools  were  about  to  close. 
It  was  therefore  impossible  to  secure  a  complete  enrollment.  A 
County  Junior  Red  Cross  Committee  was  formed  and  approximately 
nine  hundred  pupils  enrolled.  The  treasurer's  report  shows  that 
1163.65  was  turned  in  from  various  schools.  As  each  school  chapter 
is  permitted  to  retain  its  own  funds,  there  is  a  considerable  additional 
amount  in  the  hands  of  teachers  and  others  in  charge  of  school  chap- 
ter funds.  Some  work  was  reported  including  a  knitted  ambulance 
quilt,  scarfs,  comfort  pillows,  etc.,  but  the  organization  started  too 
late  to  permit  of  any  extensive  amount  of  work  being  done. 

In  every  school  district  teachers  have  been  active  in  various 
patriotic  movements.  Liberty  Loan  and  War  Savings  Stamp  Drives. 
Cameron  county  has  "gone  over  the  top"  in  every  demand  that  has 
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been  made  upon  her  and  the  schools  share  in  the  credit  for  these 
movements  as  well  as  in  the  benefits  derived  therefroiu.  Community 
meetings  have  been  held  in  nearly  every  school  in  the  county  and 
we  believe  that  these  meetings,  while  helping  to  accomplisli  the  im- 
mediate purpose  for  which  they  were  called,  will  also  result  in  foster- 
ing a  better  community  spirit  as  well  as  a  stronger  spirit  of  patriot- 
ism. The  county  has  been  fortunate  in  having  a  very  effective 
Speakers'  Bureau  and  an  organization  of  Four  Minute  Men  under  the 
efficient  direction  of  District  Attorney  F.  A.  Johnson  of  Emporium. 
These  men  have  responded  willingly  to  every  call  made  upon  them. 

We  experienced  a  shortage  of  teachers  which  was  relieved  partly 
by  calling  back  to  the  service  married  women  who  had  been  successful 
teachers  in  recent  years.  This  scarcity  will  be  more  marked  for  the 
coming  year.  Industrial  conditions,  which  make  it  possible  for 
pupils  to  go  out  from  school  and  take  jobs  paying  more  money  than 
their  teachers  have  been  receiving,  have  much  to  do  with  th(3  short- 
age of  teachers.  Every  district  in  the  county  is  increasing  the  sal- 
aries but  the  fact  still  remains  that  many  teachers  can  earn  more  in 
other  lines  of  work. 

Scarcity  of  teachers  is  helping  to  bring  about  a  greater  sentiment 
in  favor  of  consolidation.  The  chief  obstacle  in  the  way  of  consoli- 
dation is  the  lack  of  roads  which  will  be  in  good  condition  during 
the  winter  and  spring  months.  Two  one-room  schools  were  aban- 
doned in  Shippen  township  last  j'ear  and  the  pupils  from  one  of  them 
hauled  to  a  new  two-room  school  built  on  the  site  of  the  other.  With 
solid  roads  two  more  one-room  schools  could  be  abandoned  and  their 
pupils  hauled  to  this  central  school.  One  of  these  one-room  schools 
is  now  accommodating  pupils  from  another  abandoned  school.  In 
other  words,  with  good  roads  our  modern  two-room  school  could  ac- 
commodate the  pupils  who  in  past  years  would  have  attended  five 
separate  inferior  one-room  schools.  At  least  three  other  one-room 
schools  will  be  closed  during  the  coming  term  and  transportation 
furnished  to  adjacent  schools.  We  expect  to  have  five  buildings 
not  used  next  year  because  their  pupils  are  hauled  to  other  schools. 
A  few  others  have  been  closed  on  account  of  small  enrollment  and 
arrangements  made  with  parents  for  hauling  the  children  in  bad 
weather. 

The  Cameron  Clay  Products  Company  built  a  school  building  at 
their  plant  near  Cameron.  A  contract  was  entered  into  by  the 
company  and  the  school  board  of  Lumber  township  by  which  the 
company  furnishes  the  building,  and  the  school  board  the  teacher, 
equipment  and  supplies  for  a  period  of  two  years.  On  account  of 
unavoidable  delays  in  completing  the  building,  the  school  was  open 
for  only  three  months  during  the  latter  part  of  the  term.      Previous 
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to  that  the  pupils  were  enrolled  in  the  Cameron  schools.  The  build- 
ing is  strictly  modern  Avith  running  water,  indoor  toilets,  and  electric 
lights.      The  basement  floor  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  store. 

The  special  reports  from  the  rural  schools  show  that  three  hundred 
seventy-six  dollars  were  raised  by  seventeen  schools  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  books,  pictures,  musical  instruments,  etc.,  for  the  schools. 
This  does  not  include  any  improvements  made  from  public  funds. 

The  Emporium  school  board,  by  excavating  under  one  of  their 
buildings,  provided  for  a  nice  play  room  which  is  used  both  by  the 
high  school  and  the  grade  schools  in  that  building. 

In  a  number  of  the  schools  pupils  were  encouraged  to  plant  and 
care  for  "war  gardens."  In  one  school  a  conference  of  parents  was 
held  at  which  it  was  decided  that  every  boy  in  that  community  should 
be  given  a  plot  of  ground  for  a  garden. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Pearsall,  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Cameron  county 
from  1883  to  1890,  died  at  his  home  near  Shinglehouse,  Pa.,  on  Sept. 
7,  1917,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 

School  budgets  are  growing  larger  from  year  to  year.  The  next 
year  will  probably  show  the  greatest  increase  in  a  number  of  years. 
We  are  looking  for  increased  appropriations  as  well  as  increased  tax 
rates  to  take  care  of  the  increased  costs.  People  generally  are 
recognizing  the  fact  that  the  cost  of  running  schools  must  increase 
just  as  costs  are  rising  in  all  other  lines. 

We  believe  that  the  action  of  the  Legislature  in  increasing  the 
appropriations  for  schools  and  in  passing  the  Ketirement  Law  will 
have  a  very  beneficial  effect  upon  the  schools  of  this  State.  We  would 
also  heartily  endorse  the  efforts  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  to 
secure  further  increases  in  the  appropriations  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
creasing the  salaries  of  teachers.  Make  teaching  a  profession  in 
which  people  can  afford  to  continue  and  better  schools  must  result. 


CARBON  COUNTY— James  J.  Bevan. 


During  the  past  term  the  standards  of  recent  years  were  maintained 
and  the  practice  of  accepted  value  was  followed.  Much  was  ac- 
complished in  a  county-wide  effort  to  enlarge  the  usefulness  and  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  schools  through  better  teaching  and  more 
complete  school  equipment.  While  reporting  progress  in  a  general 
way  only  special  matters  of  interest  and  activity  will  be  noted. 

The  most  notable  material  improvement  of  the  year  was  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  high  school  building  at  Lehighton.       This  is  a 
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commodious  and  complete  building.  It  contains  a  large  auditorium 
for  general  community  use,  accommodations  for  departmental  work 
in  stenography,  domestic  arts,  and  manual  training,  physical  and 
chemical  laboratories,  library,  gymnasium,  and  offices  for  the  prin- 
cipal and  school  board.      It  is  a  credit  to  our  county. 

The  Stemlersville  school,  Towamensing  township,  was  granted  the 
certificate  and  pennant  of  a  County  Standard  School.  All  the  other 
•rural  schools  standardized  last  year  maintained  their  standing  and 
added  much  to  their  previous  efficiency.  Other  rural  schools  that 
lacked  some  technical  requirement  did  very  good  work  and  will,  we 
hope,  be  added  to  the  list  of  standard  schools  next  term.  A  num- 
ber of  weak  rural  schools  still  exist  and  must  continue  until  they  are 
replaced  by  the  consolidated  school.  No  progress  has  been  made  in 
this  direction.  It  is  quite  apparent  that  only  by  the  compulsory 
consolidation  of  small  rural  schools  will  this  desired  result  be  se- 
cured. 

In  the  graded  schools  general  improvement  is  apparent.  Most  of 
these  schools  are  now  under  the  direction  of  supervisors  and  the  co- 
operative effort  of  supervisors  and  teachers  with  the  county  authori- 
ties has  shown  commendable  results.  Definite  professional  reading 
was  prescribed  and  pursued  in  the  study  of  "How  to  Teach" — Strayer 
and  Norsworthy,  for  a  general  study  in  modern  pedagogy ;  "How  to 
Teach  the  Fundamental  Subjects" — Kendall  and  Mirick,  as  a  guide 
in  the  daily  work  of  the  grades ;  "Language  Work  in  the  Grades" — 
Leiper,  for  special  emphasis  in  the  teaching  of  language  in  all  grades 
below  the  high  school.  "The  Rural  School  From  Within" — Kirk- 
patrick,  was  read  by  every  rural  teacher  and  proved  a  definite  help  and 
inspiration  to  many  teachers  in  their  special  school  occasions  during 
the  term.  "A  Man  Without  a  Country,"  "The  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence," "Washington's  Farewell  Address,"  and  "Lincoln's  Gettys- 
burg Address/'  were  given  special  emphasis  and  were  widely  read 
this  term  as  being  of  more  than  usual  interest  in  this  time  of  war. 
Better  methods  of  teaching  in  all  grades,  the  elimination  of  many 
wasteful  school  practices,  the  extension  of  profitable  desk  occupa- 
tions, and  more  definite  effort  to  adapt  the  work  of  the  school  to  the 
life  of  the  pupil  have  resulted  from  this  co-operative  effort  by  super- 
visors and  teachers. 

Fall,  winter  and  spring  conferences  of  supervisors  and  principals 
proved  valuable  in  extending  the  benefits  of  systematic  supervision  to 
all  schools.  Standard  Tests  and  how  to  use  them,  lessons  in  thrift, 
grade  examinations,  and  the  organization  of  the  various  school  move- 
ments recommended  by  the  Federal  and  State  departments  were  dis- 
cussed in  detail.  The  Studebaker  Practice  and  Test  Cards  in  Arith- 
metic were  used  in  all  the  graded  schools  as  a  result  of  these  con- 
ferences. 
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Arbor  Day  was  observed  in  a  most  practical  way  in  all  schools — by 
the  graded  schools  in  the  fall  and  by  the  rural  schools  in  the  spring. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  the  State  Forestry  Commissioner  and  the 
District  Forester  about  15,000  two-year  old  pine  trees  were  furnished 
for  this  purpose  and  planted  throughout  the  county.  Every  pupil 
planted  a  tree  under  definite  directions  as  to  how  he  should  plant  it. 
Appropriate  programs  were  rendered  in  connection  with  the  tree 
planting. 

The  first  annual  Inter-High  School  Oratorical  Contest  was  held  at 
Palmerton  on  May  17,  1918.  The  following  schools  and  contestants 
entered:  East  Mauch  Chunk,  James  D.  Breslin;  Thomas  Johnson, 
Lansford,'  Mauch  Chunk,  Herbert  C  Stermer;  Palmerton,  Gertrude 
E.  Hof acker ;  Summit  Hill,  George  Strauss ;  Mary  Keuhner,  Weath- 
erly.  The  first  prize  a  medal  for  the  contestant  and  pennant  for  his 
school,  was  won  by  George  Strauss  of  Summit  Hill,  and  the  second 
prize  medal  was  wo^n  by  Gertrude  E.  Hofacker,  of  Palmerton.  The 
second  annual  Inter-High  School  Athletic  Meet  was  held  at  Lehigh- 
ton  on  May  24,  1918. 

The  work  of  organization  of  the  Junior  Ked  Cross  was  prosecuted 
with  vigor  and  success  under  the  special  direction  of  the  assistant 
superintendent.  School  auxiliaries  were  formed  in  every  borough. 
A  total  of  1908.77  was  raised  for  this  fund,  and  plans  were  made  to 
carry  on  the  work  during  the  vacation.  The  schools  of  Banks,  Beaver 
Meadow  and  Bowmanstown  lead  the  county  in  this  noble  work  and 
deserve  our  special  commendation.  This  record  has  been  highly 
commended  by  the  State  Director  of  the  Junior  Eed  Cross.  Our 
Spring  Bulletin  to  Teachers  contained  a  well  prepared  outline  of 
work  for  school  auxiliaries  by  Mrs.  L.  L.  Eauch,  of  Mauch  Chunk. 

War  Saving  Societies  were  organized  in  nearly  every  district  under 
the  personal  direction  of  Mr.  H.  D.  Lentz,  County  Director.  The 
returns  from  these  societies  indicate  great  activity  in  this  movement. 
The  borough  of  Lehighton  leads  in  this  work. 

A  notable  event  in  the  history  of  the  county  was  the  county-wide 
observance  of  the  Seventy-fifth  Anniversary  of  the  organization  of 
Carbon  as  a  County  on  March  24,  1918.  A  suggestive  program  was 
prepared  for  use  in  all  the  schools  and  was  duly  rendered.  This 
event  was  formally  observed  by  a  large  meeting  in  the  Court  House  at 
Mauch  Chunk.  The  speakers  of  the  occasion  were  Hon.  Laird  H. 
Berber  on  "The  Organization  of  Carbon  County,"  George  E.  Gray, 
Esq.,  on  "The  Settlement  at  Gnadenhutten,"  Mr.  H.  S.  Rinker,  on 
"Forgotten  Sites  in  Carbon  County,"  and  Supt.  James  J.  Bevan  on 
"The  Public  Schools  of  the  County." 

Rural  community  rallies  were  a  marked  feature  of  school  activity. 
These  were  held  in  Packer,  Franklin  and  Mahoning.  The  programs 
and  other  details  were  arranged  by  the  County  Farm  Agent,  Mr.  N. 
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M.  Rahn.  Exhibits  of  school  and  hand  work  of  the  pupils  and  nearly 
every  kind  of  farm  product  were  made  and  prizes  awarded  for  the 
best  exhibits.  The  educational  side  of  these  meetings  was  empha- 
sized at  the  afternoon  and  evening  programs.  Every  school  was 
represented  and  hundreds  of  people  attended.  The  result  was  whole- 
some and  opens  to  us  a  new  approach  to  the  solution  of  the  rural 
problem  in  this  county.  More  meetings  of  this  kind  will  be  held 
next  term.  Our  obligations  are  due  to  our  county  farm  agent  for 
his  leadership  in  this  movement. 

There  is  good  reason  to  feel  gratified  and  encouraged  with  the 
activity  and  progress  of  the  past  term.  Besides  the  growing  desire 
among  teachers  for  more  power  as  teachers,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  re- 
port the  increasing  interest  among  school  boards  for  better  schools. 
The  most  serious  and  constant  handicap  to  further  improvement  is 
the  lack  of  funds  in  most  of  our  districts.  The  question  of  money  for 
desired  improvements  is  the  most  serious  one  that  confronts  our  school 
boards.  This  question  must  be  solved  and  more  funds  made  available 
before  we  can  hope  to  accomplish  all  that  is  necessary  for  the  future 
advancement  of  our  schools. 


CENTRE  COUNTY— David  O.  Etters. 


The  past  year  has  been  one  of  unusual  activity,  due  to  the  war 
conditions  which  prevail.  In  this,  of  course,  our  county  has  not 
differed  from  all  other  school  units  throughout  our  State  and  nation. 
Indeed,  the  time  has  seemed  to  afford  a  continuous  round  of  oppor- 
tunity for  practical  lessons  on  patriotism.  For  owing  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  school  in  the  community,  it  has  served  as  a  ready  medium 
for  reaching  the  public  in  the  interests  of  all  the  various  auxiliary 
war  drives  that  our  government  has  found  it  necessary  to  make  in 
support  of  our  armies  in  the  field  and  our  ships  on  the  seas.  To 
each  and  every  call  from  the  leaders  in  these  several  activities,  our 
teachers  and  pupils  have  responded  promptly  and  nobly,  thus  show- 
ing that  real  patriotic  spirit  which  distinguishes  a  free  people. 

The  war  has  visited  some  serious  hardships  upon  our  schools.  Many 
of  our  most  active  teachers  have  been  prompt  to  answer  to  the  call 
to  the  colors  and  are  now  on  duty  with  our  armies  in  France  while 
many  of  the  lady-teachers  have  gone  to  the  aid  of  the  government  in 
the  call  for  competent  clerks  to  assist  in  carrying  on  the  great  amount 
of  office  work  following  from  present  conditions. 
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At  this  time,  it  looks  as  if  quite  a  number  of  smaller  schools  will 
be  discontinued  and  the  children  assigned  to  other  schools  in  their 
several  distrcts.  This  move,  if  properly  carried  out,  should  result 
in  greater  efficiency  as  well  as  a  financial  saving. 

More  and  more,  school  boards  are  coming  to  realize  that  it  pays 
to  hold  the  really  good  teacher,  and  to  this  end  salaries  are  being 
materially  advanced,  in  a  few  instances  as  much  as  one  third.  This 
means,  of  course,  that  the  schools  in  the  district  having  a  progressive 
board  grow  apace  with  the  times,  while  those  in  the  mismanaged  dis- 
trict are  bound  to  fall  lower  and  lower  in  the  scale  of  efficiency. 

The  attendance  during  the  winter  months  was  adversely  affected 
by  the  severity  of  the  weather  and  the  bad  conditions  of  the  roads. 
Then,  too,  mumps,  chicken  pox,  measles,  whooping  cough,  all  had 
their  inning  with  the  accompanying  result  as  affecting  attendance. 

While  the  improvement  of  school  buildings  and  grounds  has  been 
consistently  urged,  it  has  been  too  largely  without  proper  result,  as 
lack  of  paint,  absence  of  trees  and  shrubbery,  and  impaired  fences 
and  out  buildings  strongly  attest. 

This  in  spite  of  the  fact,  that  so  far  as  shade  trees  are  concerned, 
the  finest  hardy  varieties  might  be  had  for  the  mere  asking.  The 
Forestry  Department  of  the  State  College  has  hundreds  of  fine  young 
trees  that  it  would  gladly  give  to  any  school  making  application  for 
them.  And,  yet  again,  there  is  scarcely  any  excuse  for  the  absence 
of  proper  walks  about  school  yards,  when  the  patrons  and  pupils 
might  easily  join  in  a  community  effort  and  with  very  little  cost, 
indeed,  realize  a  much  needed  improvement.  Cinder,  coal  ashes, 
gravel,  slate,  any  one  of  these  would  answer  for  material,  and  some 
one  or  other  of  them  is  in  reach  of  every  school  community  in  the 
county.  Let  us  move  earnestly  and  vigorously  in  the  improvement 
of  school  premises. 

The  farm  bureau,  instituted  a  year  ago,  is  doing  a  good  work  and 
has  easily  justified  the  wisdom  of  its  establishment.  The  agent,  Mr. 
R.  H.  Olmstead,  has  accomplished  much  by  an  active  campaign  for 
careful  selection  and  testing  of  seed  and  through  advice  on  silos  and 
silage  crops.  He  has  also  succeeded  in  forming  several  pig  clubs 
and  other  helpful  organizations  among  the  young  people  in  different 
parts  of  the  county.  Much  more  can  and  will  be  done  as  people  come 
to  understand  and  appreciate  more  fully  the  purpose  and  scope  of  this 
very  helpful  institution. 

The  County  Institute  and  the  annual  meeting  of  Directors'  Asso- 
ciation were  again  the  leading  educational  functions  of  the  year,  and 
both  measured  up  fully  to  the  high  standard  exacted  of  these  meetings 
by  our  teachers  and  directors. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  valuable  advice  always  promptly  given,  the  teachers  for  their 
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assistance  and  loyalty,  the  directors  for  their  continued  support  and 
unfailing  good  will  and  all  others  who  have  contributed  in  any  way  to 
the  betterment  of  our  schools. 


CHESTER  COUNTY— Thomas  A.  Bock. 


The  world  war  shed  its  influence  into  every  school — some  good  and 
some  harmful. 

War  Garden  work  was  general  but  it  was  definitely  organized  in 
the  boroughs  of  Downingtown,  Parkesburg  and  Kennett  Square,  and 
in  Willistown,  Tredyffrin,  Easttown,  East  and  West  Whiteland  and 
East  Cain  townships.  A  county  conference  of  principals  and  inter- 
ested citizens  was  called  to  push  the  work.  The  County  Woman's 
Committee  of  National  Defense  sent  a  field  worker  into  the  com- 
munities where  interest  was  apparent  to  organize  a  garden  com- 
mittee. Essay  contests  and  local  garden  exhibits  stimulated  the 
work.  Prof.  Bechtold  of  State  College  spent  two  weeks  in  the 
county  lecturing  in  two  or  three  towns  every  day,  thus  covering  the 
county  twice. 

The  Junior  Red  Cross  now  includes  about  85%  of  the  schools  in 
its  membership.  About  75%  of  these  contributed  the  25  cents  per 
member  fee.  Much  sewing,  knitting  and  other  war  work  was  car- 
ried on.  The  larger  high  schools  worked  as  auxiliaries  of  the  Senior 
Red  Cross.  Many  school  buildings  were  in  use  during  the  summer 
as  Red  Cross  Headquarters. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Chocolate  Fund,  Food  Card,  Coal  Tag,  and  Thrift 
Stamp  campaigns  and  the  Farm  Labor  Survey,  all  took  their  turn  in 
our  schools  with  most  loyal  and  surprising  results.  One  of  the  most 
active  campaigns  was  that  in  the  interest  of  Seed  Corn  Testing.  The 
County  Farm  Agent  and  the  agricultural  teachers  of  the  vocational 
and  normal  schools  held  demonstration  meetings  in  the  high  schools 
of  the  county.  A  large  number  of  the  one-room  schools  carried  on 
tests  on  a  smaller  scale.  The  Vocational  School  at  Honey  Brook 
tested  corn  for  sixty-three  farmers  of  the  neighborhood. 

During  the  year  twenty-five  teachers  in  addition  to  those  entering 
military  service  resigned  to  accept  more  desirable  or  more  lucrative 
positions  elsewhere.  It  is  a  tribute  to  the  loyalty  of  the  teachers 
to  their  work  and  their  contracts  that  the  number  was  kept  so  low. 
Since  the  term  closed,  teachers  have  been  going  out  from  our  rural 
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schools  in  a  constant  stream,  the  most  of  them  are  remaining  in  the 
profession.  The  outlook  for  next  year's  teaching  force  in  the  rural 
schools  is  not  bright.      The  difficulty  is  largely  financial. 

Our  County  Institute  program  included  the  following  instructors: 
Hon.  S.  D.  Fess,  M.  C,  from  Ohio,  Dr.  Chas.  Zueblin,  Boston,  Dr. 
Warren  H.  Wilson  and  Dr.  Thomas  H.  Briggs  of  Columbia  University, 
Dr.  S.  C.  Mitchell,  Delaware  College,  Dr.  John  D.  Mahoney,  West 
Philadelphia,  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  W.  C.  S.  N.  S.,  Miss  Florence  E. 
Bamberger,  Johns  Hopkins  University,  Mrs.  Alice  Carmalt,  Uni- 
versity of  Pittsburgh,  Miss  Margaret  T.  Maguire,  Dr.  Wm.  C.  Miller, 
Harrisburg,  Prof.  W.  W.  Fry,  Philadelphia,  KSupt.  Isaac  Doughton, 
Phoenixville  and  Prof.  A.  D.  Cromwell,  W.  C.  S.  N.  ^.,  and  the 
County  Farm  Agent  D.  S.  Adams. 

The  volunteer  classes  in  writing,  drawing,  sewing,  food  conserva- 
tion, etc.,  continued  to  be  popular. 

Our  County  Directors'  Convention  met  in  the  Normal  school.  It 
was  addressed  by  Commissioner  Claxton  and  Supt.  J.  W.  Snoke. 

Fifteen  local  institutes  for  teachers  in  the  forenoon  and  for  the 
parents  and  teachers  in  the  afternoon  had  been  planned  to  cover  every 
section  of  the  county.  The  coal  embargo  caused  all  but  five  to  be 
abandoned. 

Our  vocational  schools  had  a  large  enrollment  and  are  meeting  pop- 
ular favor.  The  one  at  Honey  Brook  had  a  Farmers'  Night  School. 
Much  community  work  now  centers  in  these  schools.  Honey  Brook 
will  enter  its  new  vocational  school  building,  costing  $32,000,  in 
August.  The  seventh  and  eighth  grade  pupils  of  the  seven  one-room 
schools  will  also  be  housed  in  this  building,  thus  reducing  the  en- 
rollment in  each  of  the  outlying  schools  to  six  grades  each. 

We  had  one  continuation  school  at  Spring  City  with  an  enrollment 
of  27  pupils.  The  small  continuation  school  is  a  perplexing  prob- 
lem. 

Physical  culture  was  pushed  hardest  at  Oxford,  where  two  instruct- 
ors are  definitely  hired  to  conduct  this  work.  Setting-up  and  march- 
ing exercises  are  a  part  of  the  work  for  all  students.  All  the  high 
schools  maintain  athletic  teams. 

There  is  much  debating  and  declamation  work  in  all  our  high 
schools. 

Our  County  Home  and  School  League  continues  to  prosper.  It 
now  covers  all  but  about  five  of  our  seventy  districts.  It  is  pro- 
ductive of  much  good,  contributing  both  to  district  material  improve- 
ments in  the  schools  and  to  the  development  of  healthy  school  senti- 
ment. 

3—11—1919 
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Our  County  Play  Festival,  held  with  the  sanction  and  encourage- 
ment of  the  Federal  government,  was  again  attended  by  about  9,000 
people.  About  one  thousand  contestants  were  entered  in  the  various 
literary,  industrial  and  athletic  events. 

We  have  had  our  first  year's  experience  with  auto-truck  transporta- 
tion to  a  consolidated  school.  It  is  much  appreciated  by  the  people 
accommodated  and  will  be.  followed  by  others  as  soon  as  war  con- 
ditions permit  building  operations.  Quite  a  number  of  small  schools 
will  close  next  year  because  of  the  teacher  shortage. 

Salaries  have  increased  but  slightly  above  the  minimum  of  sixty 
dollars  fixed  by  the  new  law. 

The  attendance  in  our  rural  schools  has  been  the  poorest  we  have 
had  in  years.  This  is  largely  due  to  the  shortage  of  farm  help.  In 
such  times,  our  compulsory  attendance  law  is  weak,  the  strictness  of 
its  enforcement  depending  upon  local  initiative. 

Two  new  buildings  are  under  construction:  A  vocational  school 
building  costing  $32,000  at  Honey  Brook  and  an  eight-room  grade 
building  costing  $40,000  in  East  Fallowfield  township  near  the  Mid- 
vale  Steel  Company  plant.  West  Sadsbury  completed  and  occupied 
a  new  one-room  building  put  up  to  replace  a  building  that  was  burned 
a  year  ago.      It  is  a  modern  brick  structure. 

Many  interiors  were  painted  this  year,  a  number  of  stoves  were  re- 
placed by  ventilating  heaters,  paper  towels  and  paper  cups  were 
furnished  in  several  additional  districts.  The  increased  high  school 
appropriations  enabled  a  number  of  boards  to  add  increased  equip- 
ment in  apparatus  and  library  books.  Many  books  were  also  added 
to  rural  libraries. 

Our  schools  have,  for  the  most  part,  good  substantial  buildings  in 
excellent  repair  and  large  shaded  play  grounds.  There  are,  of  course, 
some  exceptions.  The  one-room  schools  are  mostly  cross-lighted  with 
the  glass  area  usually  about  12  to  14%  of  the  floor  light.  This  lack 
of  light  makes  the  standardization  of  schools  a  slow  process  in  our 
county.  We  now  have  ten  standardized  buildings.  A  number  of 
districts  are  increasing  the  light  area  by  breaking  additional  win- 
dows in  the  side-walls  of  the  rooms  at  a  cost  of  from  |100  to  |200 
each. 

There  is  usually  good  school  sentiment  in  the  sense  that  the  com- 
munity tries  to  co-operate  with  the  teacher  they  have.  But  thero  is 
not  that  vigorous  demand  that  there  should  be  for  good  teachers  to  be 
secured  and  retained.  The  cultivation  of  this  sentiment  is  the  aim 
of  our  work- 
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CLARIOX  COUNTY— X.  E.  Heeter. 


Last  school  term  was  begun  with  a  three-day  school  of  methods. 
It  was  held  in  Clarion  and  attended  by  about  125  teachers.  The  aim 
was  to  aid  and  inspire  the  inexperienced  teachers,  to  help  them  realize 
their  duties  and  responsibilities  more  clearly  and  to  point  out  the 
good  features  of  a  good  school.  The  best  means  we  found  of  ac- 
complishing this  was  to  have  experienced  teachers  teach  certain 
classes  and  then  have  criticisms  upon  the  work. 

Judging  from  the  expressions  of  teachers  who  attended  and  from 
the  efforts  of  the  teachers  who  put  into  practice  different  phases  of 
the  work  presented  in  this  three-day  conference,  we  feel  that  this 
meeting  resulted  in  much  good  to  the  children. 

The  County  Institute  held  at  Clarion  December  17-21  was  ex- 
ceptionally good.  Many  teachers,  directors  and  citizens  spoke  of 
it  as  the  most  helpful  institute  ever  held  in  Clarion  county.  Thi^ 
following  were  the  instructors:  Gov.  Frank  B.  Willis,  Columbus,  Ohio ; 
Deputy  State  Supt.  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  and  the  Gal- 
braith  Brothers,  music  and  entertainment,  Brookville.  The  evening 
entertainments  were  both  highly  instructive  and  entertaining. 

Although  the  war  work  somewhat  interfered  with  the  school  fairs 
last  fall,  we  had  a  number  of  good  and  well  attended  fairs.  A  great 
mam'  children  had  war  gardens.  They  took  much  pleasure  in  ex- 
hibiting their  products  at  these  fairs  and  were  delighted  to  have  a 
part  in  winning  this  great  war. 

Many  children  are  members  of  both  the  Ked  Cross  and  the  Junior 
Red  Cross.  So  enthusiastic  have  the  children  become  to  do  some- 
thing for  the  boys  "over  there"  that  we  believe  almost  every  boy  and 
girl  may  be  enrolled  as  a  member  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross  this  com- 
ing school  term.  Our  slogan  will  be,  "Every  Boy  and  Girl  a  Junior 
Red  Cross  Worker."  " 

The  teaching  force  in  the  county  has  been  greatly  reduced  in  num- 
ber because  some  of  them  have  gone  to  war  and  many  others  were  in- 
duced to  take  up  other  occupations  in  which  the  remuneration  is  much 
greater.  The  places  of  these  teachers  were  filled  in  most  cases  by 
inexperienced  instructors  and  in  many  instances  by  teachers  who  are 
both  untrained  and  inexperienced.  Some  of  these  teachers  did  very 
good  work  but  the  average  teaching  force  is  not  up  to  the  standard. 
Do  what  we  may  we  cannot  relieve  this  situation  at  once.  However, 
steps  should  be  taken  to  improve  these  conditions  as  rapidly  as  possi- 
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ble.  For  our  aim  should  be  to  educate  the  children  rather  than  to 
keep  the  schools  open  for  seven  months  each  term.  Most  of  our 
school  boards  have  increased  the  salary  from  five  to  ten  dollars  a 
month  above  the  minimum  salaries.  This  helps  but  it  does  not  relieve 
the  situation  satisfactorily. 

During  the  past  year  not  many  improvements  were  made.  How- 
ever, a  few  buildings  were  remodeled,  a  few  were  repainted  inside  and 
outside.  A  number  of  toilets  were  repaired  and  some  were  rebuilt. 
Many  trees  were  planted  and  many  new  flags  were  unfurled.  More 
money  than  ever  before  was  raised  last  term  by  the  schools  for  the 
American  Red  Cross,  Junior  Red  Cross,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  War  Drive,  Thrift 
Stamps  and  Liberty  Bonds. 

Seven  schools  in  the  county  were  recognized  as  County  Standard 
Schools.  Four  of  them  are  in  Elk  township,  two  in  Clarion  townshi)) 
and  one  in  Toby  township.  There  are  a  number  of  other  schools  in 
the  county  that  could  easily  be  made  County  Standard  by  a  little 
effort  on  the  part  of  the  teacher  and  the  school  board. 

The  school  raised  by  means  of  socials  and  entertainments,  etc., 
13,284.65  which  money  was  expended  for  library  books,  maps  and 
many  other  things  that  were  much  needed. 

New  Bethlehem,  by  means  of  socials  and  plays,  raised  |513.85. 
This  is  the  largest  amount  raised  by  any  one  school  in  the  county. 

950  library  books  were  added  to  the  various  libraries  in  the  county. 
Almost  one-third  of  this  number  was  added  to  the  East  Brady  school 
library. 

414  pupils  had  a  perfect  attendance  record.  Six  out  of  twelve 
pupils  enrolled  in  the  Timlin  school  in  Mill  Creek  townsliij)  had  a 
perfect  attendance  record.  The  only  school  in  the  county  in  which 
fifty  percent  of  the  pupils  enrolled  had  a  perfect  attendance  record. 

225  special  programs  were  rendered  during  the  year  by  different 
schools. 


CLEARFIELD  COUNTY— C.  A.  Weisserber. 


Activities  relative  to  the  war  permeated  the  schools  through  and 
through  this  year.  One  of  the  movements  that  crystallized  and 
unified  the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  resolution  to  win  was  Patriotic 
Week.  A  patriotic  program  was  rendered  in  each  school  through- 
out the  county.  A  speaker  was  scheduled  for  each  school.  With 
few  exceptions,  everyone  scheduled  responded.  This  campaign  was 
made  a  success  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  Speakers'  Committee,  the 
farm  bureau  and  the  press. 
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During  the  week  of  the  Red  Cross  Drive,  the  Junior  Red  Cross 
Avas  organized.  We  have  at  present  3,098  members  in  twenty-one 
buildings,  with  |950.38  in  Junior  Auxiliarj'^  treasuries.  The  mem- 
bers during  the  summer  are  engaged  in  War  Garden  work  and  have 
done  excellent  work  in  buying  and  selling  Thrift  Stamps. 

Practically  all  the  teachers  of  draft  age  have  been  called  to  the 
service.  Many  of  the  female  teachers  have  entered  civil  service  or 
secured  employment  in  offices.  The  increased  cost  of  living  and  the 
attractive  power  of  higher  wages  are  operating  to  deplete  the  pro- 
fession of  teaching.  Many  teachers,  however,  are  loyal  to  their 
profession  and  others,  who,  under  normal  conditions  would  not 
think  of  teaching,  are  induced  to  teach.  A  number  of  married 
women  are  coming  back  to  teach  during  the  war.  It  is  possible  that 
the  schools  may  not  be  seriously  handicapped  by  the  scarcity  of 
teachers. 

Supervision.- — The  total  number  of  schools  visited  by  the  County 
Superintendent  and  his  assistants  was  1,360.  A  very  decided 
improvement  was  noticed  in  the  daily  program  over  last  year. 
Physical  drills  were  given  by  the  supervisor  in  more  than  100 
schools.  The  work  in  drawing  was  possibly  the  most  encouraging 
of  any  of  the  term. 

Special  Activities. — Community  Day  was  again  observed  on  Novem- 
ber 28th,  1917.  Each  school  was  furnished  with  a  suggestive  pro- 
gram. A  number  of  schools  carried  out  the  program.  During  Insti- 
tute Week,  a  School  and  Agricultural  Display  was  held.  The  display 
was  a  decided  improvement  over  last  year's  effort.  Especially  is 
this  true  of  the  exhibit  in  drawing  and  handwork. 

Material  Improvements.— ^qn&h  of  the  high  schools  of  the  county 
have  increased  their  laboratory  equipment  and  libraries.  A  number 
of  new  one-room  buildings  were  constructed  during  the  last  year. 
Others  were  painted  and  papered.  Many  teachers  raised  funds  to 
start  new  libraries  and  increase  existing  ones. 

Examinatiofis. — The  Eighth  Grade  Examination  was  held  on  April 
10th.  One  hundred  and  sixty-one  pupils  were  admitted  to  high 
school.  This  does  not  include  pupils  admitted  by  high  school  and 
supervising  principals. 

Institute. — The  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  De- 
cember 17-22.  The  instructors  for  the  week  were  Dr.  G.  W.  Chambers, 
J.  G.  Carter  Troop,  New  York  City,  Prin.  Chas.  Lose  of  Lock  Haven 
and  Prof.  J.  W.  Yoder  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.  The  night  entertainers 
were:  The  Shubert  Male  Quarter  and  Bryn  Mawr  Entertainers,  the 
Stockholm  Concert  Company  and  Catherine  Kennedy,  Strickland  W. 
Gillilan  and  Wm.  Rainey  Bennett. 

Local  Institutes  Avere  held  throughout  the  county. 
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The  Fifteenth  Annual  Session  of  the  Directors'  Association  was 
held  during  Institute.  There  was  a  good  attendance.  Dr.  Chambers 
addressed  the  Convention  on  "The  Efficient  School  Board."  ''The 
School  as  a  Community  Center  for  Teaching  Lessons  in  Community 
and  National  Life"  was  discussed  by  F.  P.  Weaver  of  State  College. 
Various  other  problems  were  discussed  by  the  Convention. 

Future  ProMems. — The  consolidation  of  schools  is  a  problem  for 
future  solution.  An  effort  must  be  made  to  increase  the  school 
funds  in  order  that  school  officials  may  be  able  to  meet  the  increased 
cost  of  school  maintenance  and  higher  salaries  of  teachers. 


CLINTON  COUNTY— Ira.  N.  McCloskey. 


In  our  annual  report  of  the  school  work  of  the  county  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  note  the  general  advancement  in  all  lines  of  school  activ- 
ities, notwithstanding  the  call  of  many  young  men  to  the  colors  and 
many  young  ladies  to  clerical  positions  in  Washington,  D.  C.  After 
exhausting  our  reserved  force  of  young  teachers  we  were  compelled 
to  draft  a  number  of  married  ladies  who  had  but  recently  quit  the 
teaching  profession. 

While  the  school  spirit  and  co-operation  of  the  home  has  become 
marked  yet  much  remains  to  be  done  in  the  home  if  we  discharge 
the  duties  of  parents.  The  payment  of  taxes  will  not  dismiss  these 
obligations,  it  is  the  duty  of  parents  to  see  that  every  child  gets  a 
square  deal  in  school  privileges  if  he  is  to  take  his  place  in  the  world 
with  other  men. 

A  number  of  our  teachers  take  advantage  of  the  summer  vacation 
to  attend  Summer  schools.  Central  State  Normal  school  conducts 
a  special  six  weeks  term  beginning  on  the  first  day  of  July  each  year. 
These  summer  sessions  are  well  attended  by  those  that  want  to  suc- 
ceed in  the  profession. 

A  large  percentage  of  our  teachers  are  graduates  of  State  Normal 
schools;  several  are  college  graduates  while  many  others  hold  per- 
manent or  professional  certificates.  The  provisional  certificate  is 
gradually  disappearing.  The  township  and  borough  high  schools 
have  done  much  to  stimulate  a  desire  for  higher  professional  train- 
ing. 

In  several  of  our  larger  towns  the  social  side  of  school  work  has 
been  vitalized  by  Parent-Teacher  meetings  which  have  given  tone 
and  community  support  to  the  public  school  interested. 
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By  special  eutertainments  and  socials  several  hundred  dollars 
were  raised  by  the  schools  of  the  county  for  organs,  maps,  books, 
pictures  and  flags. 

The  greatest  educational  event  within  the  county  is  the  annual 
teachers'  institute  held  from  year  to  year.  The  instruction  and 
information  given  and  the  enthusiasm  and  inspiration  aroused  bestir 
the  teachers  to  greater  activity  in  their  work,  which  gives  tone  to 
the  profession  that  arouses  greater  interest  in  the  general  public. 
The  Institute  was  held  in  week  of  Nov.  12  with  every  teacher  of 
the  county  present — 211. 

Day  Instructors  were  Deputy  State  Supt.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Dr. 
Anderson  of  State  College,  Prof.  Charles  Lose  of  our  Normal  school, 
Prof.  C.  H.  Gordinier  of  Millersville,  Hon,  S.  D.  Fess  of  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

The  music  was  in  charge  of  the  Galbraith  Brothers. 

The  evening  entertainers  were:  Willard  Gorton,  Dr.  Franklin 
Babb,  Kentucky  Jubilee  Quartet,  Miss  Margaret  Stahl. 

The  School  directors'  annual  convention  was  held  on  January  17 
in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  worst  blizzards  ever  known  in  the  county. 
The  attendance  was  good  and  the  meeting  inspiring  and  very  inter- 
esting in  points  of  general  information. 

The  organization  of  the  Farm  Bureau  in  this  county  has  done 
much  to  stimulate  the  agricultural  interests  and  encourage  the  study 
of  agriculture  in  the  high  schools,  while  the  Grange,  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  farmers  for  lectures  on  farm  subjects,  has  been  helpful 
in  popularizing  outdoor  life. 

The  first  annual  show  of  farm  products  put  on  exhibition  in  the 
city  high  school  auditorium  last  fall  with  prizes  offered  for  the  best 
in  several  products  of  the  farm,  was  a  great  success. 

All  new  building  operations  had  to  be  dispensed  with  on  account 
of  the  war.  Neither  mechanics  nor  materials  could  be  secured. 
However  the  necessary  repairs  were  made. 

The  scarcity  of  fuel  and  school  supplies  seriously  embarrassed 
the  progress  of  the  school  work.  The  continuous  cold  weather,  deep 
snows  and  an  unprecedented  ice  flood  interfered  with  the  attend- 
ance in  mid-winter. 

While  we  are  writing  this  report  we  are  not  unmindful  of  the 
most  horrible  of  wars  into  which  our  nation  has  been  plunged  in 
the  defense  of  an  outraged  liberty  loving  peaceful  people,  whose 
honor  has  been  insulted  and  her  rights  upon  the  high  seas  denied, 
necessitating  a  change  of  occupation  from  peaceful  pursuits  to  a 
military  life,  which  will  place  new  duties  upon  the  public  schools 
of  post  bellum  days  in  restoring  righteousness  and  justice  as  it  had 
existed  before  the  war. 

Under  the  series  of  tests  and  examinations  exacted  of  eighth 
grade  pupils  seeking  admission  into  high  schools  the  standard  of 
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preparation  has  been  raised  by  more  effective  teaching.     Something 
to  work  for  has  meant  something  to  do. 

In  conclusion  we  want  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  support  and  good  advice  rendered  us  during  the  year,  and 
the  press  of  the  county,  which  has  so  nobly  championed  the  cause 
of  education,  and  the  faithful  co-operation  of  the  school  directors. 
Through  the  loyalty  and  faithful  service  of  our  teachers  who  have 
been  willing  and  ready  to  join  in  every  good  word  and  work,  the 
year  closed  has  been  of  the  most  pleasing  of  my  service  in  this 
office.  The  support  received  from  the  Normal  school  has  been  of 
timely  service  in  the  County  Institute  and  high  school  Commence- 
ments. 


COLUMBIA  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Evans. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  intense  activity  in 
this  county.  Every  request  made  by  the  State  and  National  Gov- 
ernments has  been  cheerfully  and  promptly  responded  to,  with  a 
degree  of  efficiency  that  has  brought  forth  letters  of  special  com- 
mendation. Our  teachers  and  directors  as  a  rule  have  entered  very 
earnestly  into  every  war  activity,  giving  evidence  of  a  most  patriotic 
spirit. 

All  of  our  public  school  meetings  have  been  planned  and  managed 
with  a  view  to  rendering  assistance  to  the  committees  having  charge 
of  the  various  war  programs.  In  many  of  our  districts  the  com- 
munity clubs,  already  in  operation  before  the  war  began,  made  these 
drives  comparatively  easy.  Wherever  this  is  the  case  we  find  a  lively 
interest  and  a  ready  response  on  the  part  of  the  people. 

While  endeavoring  in  every  way  possible  to  assist  our  govern- 
ment, we  have  at  the  same  time  taken  advantage  of  these  occasions 
and  conditions  to  stimulate  the  schools  to  more  thorough  and  prac- 
tical work.  We  have  made  great  efforts  to  induce  all  the  pupils  of 
the  county  to  earn  some  money  for  themselves  to  invest  in  Thrift 
Stamps.  Several  of  our  schools  ranked  a  hundred  per  cent,  early 
in  the  campaign,  and  the  schools  as  a  whole  made  a  very  creditable 
showing  up  to  the  close  of  the  term.  This  is  the  time  of  all  times 
to  teach  thrift — a  hard  lesson  for  most  of  our  people  to  learn.  Our 
teachers  generally,  though  poorly  paid  for  these  times,  have  tnken 
their  share  of  Liberty  Bonds,  and  Thrift  Stamps,  besides  giving  their 
time  to  assist  in  all  the  campaigns. 
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Probably  the  best  as  v>^ell  as  the  biggest  piece  of  work  ever  accom- 
plished here  was  the  campaign  for  securing  data  through  the  Farm 
Questionnaires.  Every  teacher  responded  with  a  complete  report 
of  the  farms  surrounding  her  school  house,  and  we  had  complete 
data  from  all  of  the  farms  in  the  county,  but  about  a  dozen.  To 
tabulate  this  vast  quantity  of  material,  about  fifty  of  the  teachers 
in  and  near  the  county  seat  worked  faithfully  nights  and  Saturdays 
during  a  period  of  about  four  weeks.  Practically  the  same  workers 
carded  the  2,000  soldier  questionnaires  for  Draft  Board  No.  1,  and 
were  especially  commended  for  their  painstaking  and  efficient 
work. 

As  a  result  of  the  campaign  for  Junior  Red  Cross  members,  prac- 
tically two  thirds  of  the  pupils  became  members  before  the  close 
of  the  term.  Considerable  work  was  started  by  them  in  several 
districts.  A  regular  daily  period  was  given  over  to  the  teaching  of 
Red  Cross  work  in  our  Summer  school  which  was  attended  by  over 
a  hundred  teachers  and  prospective  teachers.  We  have  never  seen 
anything  in  the  manual  line  succeed  like  this.  The  Red  Cross  spirit 
provides  a  motive  for  school  work  which  inspires  a  helpful  attitude 
so  often  lacking  in  the  ordinary  lessons  in  sewing  and  handwork. 

We  tried  out  a  scheme  to  provide  each  of  our  districts  with  a 
series  of  meetings  continuing  over  a  period  of  three  days  and  three 
nights,  known  as  "District  Community  Weeks."  The  fact  that  they 
were  all  well  attended,  even  though  held  during  the  worse  possible 
snow  and  weather  conditions,  is  proof  that  they  were  much  appre- 
ciated. Three-day  sessions  were  held  in  each  of  twenty-six  districts 
of  the  county  during  January  and  February. 

The  first  day  at  each  place  consisted  of  a  meeting  from  nine  to 
twelve  chiefly  for  teachers  and  directors,  when  they  presented  real 
local  problems  which  were  helpfully  discussed.  From  two  to  four 
was  held  a  pupils'  and  patrons'  session  at  which  time  all  matters 
having  to  do  with  better  co-operation  and  school  spirit  were  pre- 
sented. The  pupils'  speaking  contest  of  the  district  provided  splendid 
entertainment  for  this  session.  In  the  evening  of  this  first  day  we 
had  a  rousing  community  lecture  given  by  either  Dr.  Byron  W.  King 
or  Dr.  Chas.  H.  Gordinier.  The  superintendent  and  his  assistant 
were  the  other  leaders  for  the  first  day  at  each  place. 

The  second  day  at  each  place  was  known  as  the  "Farm  Com- 
munity Day"  and  was  under  the  direction  of  the  Farm  Bureau 
Agent,  Mr.  J.  R.  Mathers.  A  very  creditable  display  of  farm 
products,  handwork  and  school  projects  was  made  in  each  district. 
Food  conservation  demonstrations  by  the  State  College  ladies, 
for  the  first  time  in  our  observation  were  gladly  received  and 
eagerly  listened  to.     State  College  men  were  present  to  talk   on 
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the  latest  farm  problems  applicable  to  local  conditions  in  the  dis- 
trict, and  the  County  Sabbath  School  Association  provided  an  even- 
ing speaker  for  each  place. 

The  third  day  at  each  place  was  known  as  "School  Contest  Day." 
The  pupils  brought  their  readers  and  drew  numbers  to  ascertain 
the  pages  they  were  to  read  before  the  judges  and  tlie  audience. 
Contests  in  number  combinations,  rapid  addition,  multiplication, 
division  and  oral  spelling  were  held.  The  pupils  of  the  advanced 
grades  drew  problems  taken  from  their  lessons,  which  were  written 
and  solved  on  the  board.  The  neatest  work  and  clearest  explanation 
determined  the  winners.  Large  crowds  came  out  to  these  contests, 
and  we  believe  as  a  stimulus  for  more  thorough  drill  in  the  funda- 
mental school  subjects,  this  scheme  has  great  possibilities. 

The  High  School  speaking  contest  in  the  evening,  followed  by  a 
literary  entertainment  given  by  either  Mrs.  Byron  Junior  King  or 
Humphrey  C.  Deibert  closed  the  community  week  at  each  place. 
Inasmuch  as  three  of  these  meetings  had  to  be  held  each  day  in 
different  districts  it  proved  a  very  difficult  problem  for  us  to  get 
from  place  to  place,  especially  on  account  of  the  deep  snow  and 
bitter  cold  weather,  but  it  was  well  worth  while,  as  a  splendid  means 
to  create  a  communit}^  consciousness  so  fundamentally  necessary 
before  anj^  genuine  progress  can  be  expected. 

The  County  School  Fair  which  in  this  county  is  the  culmination 
of  these  district  community  weeks,  was  held  at  the  county  seat  Feb. 
22nd,  23rd,  and  24th.  As  usual  it  was  a  great  event,  and  was  largely 
attended.  On  Friday  the  Annual  Directors'  Convention  was  held, 
when  Supt.  Teitrick,  the  principal  speaker  gave  two  most  patriotic 
addresses.  The  annual  county  speaking  contest  was  held  on  Satur- 
day, with  Dr.  Bj^ron  W.  King  acting  as  judge,  and  awarding  gold 
medals  as  first  prizes.  The  winners  were  Neva  Sout,  Harriet  Wen- 
ner,  Elizabeth  Maroney,  and  Ethel  Wall,  the  last  being  given  free 
a  course  in  Kings'  School  of  Oratory  at  Pittsburgh. 

During  the  year  we  have  been  very  materially  assisted  in  all  our 
work  by  the  press  for  which  we  are  grateful.  Several  of  the 
instructors  of  our  Normal  School  have  rendered  valuable  service 
which  was  highly  appreciated.  We  also  wish  to  thank  the  members 
of  the  State  Department  for  their  kindly  interest  and  sincere  help- 
fulness upon  several  occasions. 
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CRAWFOED  COUNTY— P.  D.  Blair. 


War  Activities. 

Crawford  county  lias  responded  well  to  every  call  that  has  been 
made. 

1.  It  is  well  represented  in  every  branch  o'f  the  army,  naval  and 
aerial  service.  Hundreds  of  young  men  volunteered  and  the  other 
boys  have  responded  to  every  draft  call  cheerfully  and  willingly. 

2.  The  calls  for  the  Eed  Cross,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  etc.,  have  been 
met  generously  in  money,  work  and  supplies.  In  addition  to  all 
of  the  contributions  of  individuals  and  organizations  the  teachers 
of  the  County  Institute  gave  ."|100  to  the  Red  Cross. 

Several  of  the  High  schools  took  part  in  the  campaign  to  raise 
funds  for  the  National  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  High  school  boys  in  Cam- 
bridge Springs,  Spartansburg,  North  and  South  Shenango  and  other 
schools  made  liberal  contributions.  Several  of  the  schools  organ- 
ized Junior  Red  Cross  societies  but  the  printed  matter  concerning 
the  Junior  Red  Cross  and  War  Saving  Societies  was  not  received 
in  time  to  enable  the  schools  to  accomplish  much  before  the  schools 
closed. 

3.  Each  of  the  Liberty  Bond  issues  has  been  well  oversubscribed 
in  this  county. 

4.  In  the  production  and  conservation  of  food  the  county  has 
done  well.  Thousands  of  food  conservation  cards  were  signed. 
Almost  every  district  was  prompt  to  show  its  loyalty  and  patriot- 
ism in  this  way.  As  this  county  is  to  a  large  extent  an  agricultural 
county  one  of  the  important  war  activities  was  to  stimulate  an 
increased  production  of  food  products.  This  campaign  was  carried 
on  very  effectively  and  many  of  the  1917  harvests  were  very  satis- 
factory in  spite  of  the  unfavorable  season  while  the  outlook  for  1918 
is  especially  gratifying. 

Our  Farm  Bureau  continued  to  do  most  helpful  and  far  reaching 
work.  A  survey  of  the  needs  of  the  county  was  taken.  The  Bureau 
acted  as  a  medium  for  the  exchange  of  seed  corn,  oats,  etc.  It 
imported  considerable  quantities  of  seed  potatoes,  beans,  buckwheat, 
etc.  It  co-operated  with  the  banks  and  some  public  spirited  men 
in  extending  credit  to  farmers  to  enable  them  to  secure  seed  and 
equipment.  It  assisted  in  securing  labor  for  the  farms.  About 
85  high  school  boys  were  excused  from  school  and  placed  on  farms, 
while  some  high  school  boys  were  secured  from  Pittsburgh  through 
the  Y.  M.  0.  A. 
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A  series  of  canning,  and  drying  conservation  demonstrations  were 
conducted  throughout  the  county.  A  series  of  farm  crop  variety 
tests  were  made.  Several  cow  testing  associations  were  organized. 
Local  and  county  wide  crop  growing  contests  were  conducted,  etc., 
etc. 

The  Conneautville  and  Cambridge  Springs  Vocational  schools 
had  extensive  and  excellent  war  gardens.  Not  many  of  the  other 
schools  had  gardens  on  the  school  properties  but  the  teachers 
encouraged  the  boys  and  girls  in  crop  raising,  stock  raising,  etc., 
as  home  projects  where  the  work  could  be  done  much  more  effectively 
than  at  school. 

The  County  Institute. 

The  67th  annual  Institute  was  held  in  the  Court  House  in  Mead- 
ville  during  the  week  of  August  20-24.  All  of  the  teachers  except 
one  or  two  were  in  attendance.  The  stage  and  front  part  of  the 
court  room  was  decorated  with  numerous  large  American  flags  and 
the  flags  of  the  Allied  countries.  This  and  the  eloquent  patriotic 
addresses  of  Dr.  Crawford,  Mr.  Miller,  Mr.  Graff  and  others  gave  a 
decidedly  patriotic  flavor  to  the  entire  week's  work.  The  instruc- 
tion throughout  the  week  was  very  good.  The  principal  instructors 
for  the  week  were:  Dr.  Reed  B.  Teitrick  of  the  State  Department, 
Dr.  Edward  F.  Bigelow  of  Sound  Beach,  Conn.,  and  Prof.  Robert 
J.  McDowell  of  Pittsburgh.  Other  speakers  who  made  one  or  more 
addresses  each  were:  President  Wm.  H,  Crawford  of  Allegheny 
College,  Mr.  F.  P.  Miller,  President  of  the  Meadville  Red  Cross, 
Hon.  F.  M.  Graff,  ex-mayor  of  Meadville,  Prof.  C.  P.  Zaner  of  Col- 
umbus, O.  and  Mrs.  W.  C.  Lawrence  a  representative  of  the  national 
food  administration.  The  evening  entertainments  were:  The  Pot- 
ters, The  Ernest  Gamble  Concert  Company,  The  Scottish  Musical 
Comedy  Co.,  and  The  Griswold  Sisters.  The  Scottish  Co.  failed  to 
appear  and  Dr.  Bigelow  gave  his  illustrated  lecture  on  Travels  in 
a  Swamp. 

The  Annual  convention  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  was 
held  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  during  Institute  week.  The  con- 
vention was  well  attended  by  the  directors  and  much  interest  was 
manifested. 

For  all  of  the  teachers  and  many  of  the  directors  to  attend  such 
meetings  at  the  opening  of  the  school  year  must  be  helpful  to  the 
schools. 

Teachers. 

Among  our  teachers  about  25  are  college  graduates  who  hold  State 
certificates,  111  are  State  Normal  school  graduates,  120  hold  county 
or  state  permanent  or  professional  certificates,  while  139  hold  only 
provisional  certificates  but  many  of  these  have  had  considerable 
work  in  normal  school  or  college. 
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In  the  various  teachers'  examinations  150  provisional  and  18  pro- 
fessional certificates  were  granted. 

In  the  final  8th  grade  examinations  on  April  28  and  May  26 
512  pupils  were  examined  and  412  of  the  pupils  were  granted  8th 
grade  certificates,  the  percentage  of  failures  being  still  smaller  than 
it  was  last  year. 

The  shortage  of  teachers  was  not  strikingly  noticeable  in  our 
schools  except  as  vacancies  occurred  during  the  year.  Several  of 
these  vacancies  were  filled  hj  married  women  who  had  formerly 
been  teachers.  The  scarcity  of  teachers  for  next  year  will  be  decid- 
edly noticeable  as  the  city  schools  and  other  lines  of  work  are 
attracting  many  of  our  women  teachers,  and  practically  all  of  our 
men  teachers  who  are  eligible  to  join  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States  have  done  so. 

New  Buildings. 

It  proved  impossible  for  the  contractors  to  complete  the  new 
school  building  at  Cochranton  for  use  this  year  but  it  will  be  ready 
for  the  opening  of  the  schools  in  September. 

-  Saegertown  has  decided  to  remodel,  enlarge  and  improve  the  school 
building  at  that  place.  Another  room  will  be  added  for  the  High 
school  and  one  for  the  grades.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  time  may 
soon  come  when  many  more  of  our  buildings  can  be  improved. 

As  a  result  of  the  war  a  vast  amount  of  additional  work  has  been 
required  of  the  Superintendent's  ofiice  and  the  schools  but  with  all 
of  this  we  have  had  a  good  year  in  most  of  the  schools.  In  addi- 
tion to  all  of  the  other  work  we  were  able  to  make  396  official  visits 
to  the  schools  and  Asst.  Supt.  Adamson  350  or  a  total  of  746.  We 
were  able  to  attend  the  Conference  of  Superintendents  at  Grove 
City,  the  State  Educational  Association  at  Johnstown  and  the 
National  Association  in  Pittsburgh. 

While  the  work  is  heavy  and  the  responsibilities  are  great  we  are 
pleased  to  continue  the  work  and  we  hope  with  the  continued  kindlj 
co-operation  of  the  teachers,  directors  and  patrons  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  State  authorities  to  keep  attaining  to  the  high 
standards  urged  by  the  State  and  National  officials. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY— J.  Kelso  Green. 


The  school  work  of  the  year  proceeded  with  the  usual  interest  and 
effort  on  the  part  of  directors,  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons.  The 
severity  of  the  winter  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  coal  in  many  dis- 
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ti'icts  interfered  somewhat  and  compelled  vacation  periods  and  pro- 
longed school  terms.  Drifted  roads,  intense  cold  and  diseases  common 
to  children  prevented  the  usual  regularity  and  high  percentage  of  at- 
tendance. While  these  difficulties  existed,  greater  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  teachers  and  pupils  compensated  in  a  measure  at  least  for 
the  hindrance  experienced. 

The  scarcity  of  teachers  presented  a  problem  to  many  school 
boards.  Instead  of  competition  among  teachers  to  get  positions,  it 
is  a  competition  among  school  boards  to  obtain  teachers;  instead  of 
teachers  appealing  to  directors  to  get  places,  the  directors  are  ap- 
pealing to  teachers  for  their  services  in  the  schools;  this  condition 
is  becoming  more  pronounced  due  to  the  draft  and  the  demand  for 
trained  minds  in  the  war  industries.  Even  j^oung  women  are  in 
such  demand  for  other  lines  of  work  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  well  qualified  to  take  the  places  made  va- 
cant by  the  men  in  the  teaching  profession.  Our  schools  must  be 
maintained  in  the  highest  state  of  efficiency,  if  those  who  are  now 
iri  the  schools  are  to  receive  the  training  necessary  for  them  to  do 
well  the  work  that  will  devolve  upon  them  in  the  rebuilding  and  the 
readjusting  that  will  follow  the  present  world  war:  how  this  can  be 
accomplished  in  view  of  the  present  teacher  situation,  the  future 
must  reveal. 

Greater  effort,  if  possible,  has  been  put  forth  to  improve  the  avail- 
able teaching  force.  The  teachers  have  been  encouraged  to  con- 
tinue in  the  Normal  School,  attend  the  summer  sessions  at  the 
Normal,  and  at  colleges  and  universities.  A  two-day  conference  of 
our  teachers  jointly  Avith  the  teachers  of  Franklin  county  was  ar- 
ranged by  the  faculty  of  the  C.  V.  S.  N.  S.  and  the  County  and 
Borough  Superintendents.  This  conference  or  school  of  metliods  was 
held  in  the  Normal  School  Chapel,  August  10  and  11,  1917,  with 
about  four  hundred  teachers  in  attendance.  Instruction  of  the  most 
practical  kind  was  given  by  members  of  the  faculty,  and  superin- 
tendents. Unusual  interest  was  taken  by  the  teachers  in  this  con- 
ference and  much  informal  discussion  featured  the  program.  The 
spirit  and  interest  in  this  meeting  fully  justify  its  continuance  as  a 
regular  number  on  our  educational  schedule. 

The  four  local  institutes  and  fifteen  sub-local  institutes  were  held 
with  good  attendance  and  were  profitable  to  the  teachers  and  educa- 
tional interests  gerenally. 

The  Annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  the  week  be- 
ginning December  3,  1917.  A  new  feature  of  the  institute  was  the 
section  work  provided  for  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  forenoon.  The 
ijistitute  was  divided  into  three  sections — rural  school  section,  pri- 
rftary  and  intermediate  section,  and  grammar  and  high  school 
section.     The  instruction  was  especially  adapted  to  the  teachers  of 
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the  different  departments.  Our  teachers  were  enthusiastic  in  their 
approval  of  this  plan  of  institute  instruction;  hence  it  will  be 
continued  in  future  sessions.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  F.  H.  Green, 
Dr.  Geo.  H.  Tapy,  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  Dr.  J.  H.  Morgan,  Prof.  T.  L. 
Gibson,  Miss  Mary  Harris,  Miss  Grace  Witmer  and  Miss  Marion 
Conover.  The  evenings  were  taken  by  The  Normal  School  Alumni 
Association,  Metropolitan  Grand  Quartette,  The  Parish  Players,  and 
Chancellor  Geo.  H.  Bradford. 

The  Directors'  Convention  held  in  connection  with  the  County 
Institute  was  well  attened.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Association 
was  held  in  Carlisle,  February  21,  1918.  In  addition  to  the  discus- 
sions of  different  subjects  by  directors,  the  convention  was  addressed 
by  Judge  S.  B.  Sadler  and  Dr.  R.  B.  Teitrick.  The  intelligent  dis- 
cussions by  the  directors  and  the  addresses  by  Judge  Sadler  and 
Dr.  Teitrick  made  this  one  of  the  best  meetings  held  by  the 
Association. 

Our  high  schools  graduated  the  usual  number  of  young  people. 
One  hundred  and  twenty-two  took  the  examination  for  diploma, 
ninety-nine  of  whom  received  diplomas  and  met  the  requirements 
for  high  school  entrance.  About  nine  hundred  and  fifty  perfect  at- 
tendance certificates  were  issued ;  this  is  a  smaller  number  than 
usual,  due  to  the  drifted  roads  and  sickness  among  the  pupils.  Six 
hundred  visits  were  made  to  the  schools,  and  sixty-five  meetings 
were  attended. 

Much  has  been  asked  of  our  schools  in  connection  with  different 
war  activities  and  they  have  responded  well  during  the  year.  Every- 
where a  willingness  to  co-operate  and  do  anything  possible  was 
shown  by  both  pupils  and  teachers ;  this  fine  patriotic  spirit  proves 
that  the  schools  are  productive  of  the  right  kind  of  citizenship.  The 
public  school  is  a  democratic  institution,  and  as  such,  it  develops 
the  democratic  spirit  that  portends  the  safety  of  democracy.  The 
present  day  conditions  not  only  make  it  necessary,  but  also  offer 
an  opportunity  for  enlarging  the  pupils'  vision  and  understanding 
of  citizenship,  ■  their  relationship  to  the  government,  and  what  a 
democratic  government  means  to  them.  The  time  and  effort  that 
may  be  given  or  is  needed  in  answer  to  the  call  to  the  school  for 
certain  activities  having  to  do  with  the  war,  are  justified  by  the 
spirit  developed  and  the  instruction  received.  This  call  recognizes 
the  large  place  the  public  school  occupies  in  the  life  of  our  people, 
and  also  recognizes  it  as  an  institution  of  great  possibilities  in  gov- 
ernmental affairs.  May  it  render  the  greatest  service  directly  and 
indirectly  to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  justice,  and  the  "safety  of 
democracy"  without  impairing  its  efficiency  and  without  diverting 
it  in  the  least  from  the  great  purpose  for  which  it  was  instituted. 

It  is  fitting  and  meritorious  to  include  in  this  report  a  few  lines 
in  recognition  of  the  life  and  services  of  Prof.  D.  E.  Kast,  a  former 


48  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

county  superintendent  of  schools,  whose  death  occurred  at  his  home 
itt  Mechanicsburg,  April  3,  1918,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 
He  entered  the  teaching  profession  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years  and 
for  sixty-two  years  was  engaged  in  educational  work  in  public  and 
private  schools — a  record  equaled  by  very  few  men  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  taught  in  rural  schools,  in  graded  schools,  in  high  schools  and 
was  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Cumberland  Valley  State  Nor- 
mal School,  which  held  its  first  session  in  Newville  in  1857.  He 
served  as  county  superintendent  of  schools  from  1872  to  1878.  His 
last  educational  work  was  principal  of  the  Mechanicsburg  Normal 
and  Classical  School,  which  he  established  in  1900  and  successfully 
conducted  until  June,  1911,  when  he  retired  from  active  work  in 
the  profession.  A  man  of  intelligence,  studious  habits,  and  ideal 
character,  he  seemed  to  have  been  born  to  serve  others  as  a  teacher, 
in  order  that  their  preparation  for  life's  activities  would  be  of  the 
best  kind.  His  spirit  and  unwavering  devotion  to  his  chosen  pro- 
fession proved  his  sincerity  of  purpose,  and  influenced  the  lives  of 
hundreds  of  young  people  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  come  under 
his  instruction  and  personal  inspiration.  He  threw  open  the  door 
of  opportunity  and  led  them  in  the  way  of  success.  Many  profes- 
sional and  business  men  and  women  laid  the  foundations  of  their 
success  in  his  classroom,  all  of  whom  remember  him  witii  affection 
and  gratitude. 

His  work  as  a  teacher  and  county  superintendent  was  of  the 
highest  quality,  and  no  one  individual  did  more  to  advance  the  edu- 
cational standards  of  the  county  through  his  personal  touch  and 
influence  than  he.  We  remember  him  with  gratitude  for  his  per- 
sonal worth,  his  ability,  his  devotion,  his  sincerity,  his  influence  and 
his  great  service.  His  work  is  ended,  but  his  influence  still  lives 
through  his  instruction,  his  example  and  his  high  ideals. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  for 
the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  teachers,  pupils,  directors,  and  pa- 
trons and  for  assistance  given  by  the  public  press  and  the  members 
of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  all  of  which  has  aided  in 
a  large  measure  in  whatever  was  accomplished  educationally  in  the 
county  during  the  year. 


DAUPHIN  COUNTY— Frank  E.  Shambaugh. 


As  indicated  in  our  statistical  report  it  was  necessary  to  conduct 
many  special  examinations  during  the  past  year  in  order  to  supply 
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the  schools  with  teachers.  Many  teachers  accepted  government 
positions  at  Washington  and  elsewhere  at  such  lucrative  salaries 
that  the  school  can  not  hope  to  compete.  Six  principals  and  two 
assistants  are  now  in  the  service,  most  of  them  overseas.  We  have 
experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  securing  men  for  the  executive 
positions.  It  is  clear  that  in  order  to  hold  out  teachers  we  must  pay 
better  salaries  and  make  the  tenure  of  the  teacher  more  secure.  In 
u  number  of  cases  teachers  were  unable  to  secure  boarding  in  the 
community  where  they  were  employed.  Legislation  making  it  profit- 
able for  the  school  districts  to  consolidate  is  very  desirable.  Unless 
we  offer  a  financial  reward  sufifl'^ier.tly  atcractive  to  overcome  the 
local  prejudices  the  small  ineffe-jtire  school  will  continue  with  us,  a 
stumbling-block  to  progress  und  a  way  station  to  the  transient 
teacher  whose  interests  and  ambitions  certainly  are  not  founded  on 
the  community  where  they  are  only  temporarily  abiding.  Most  of 
the  districts  have  given  increased  salaries.  Mifflin  township  and 
Lower  Swatara  are  especially  notable  in  this  respect. 

The  institute  was  held  during  the  week  of  November  12th,  The 
instructors  were  Dr.  W.  D.  Henderson  of  the  University  of  Michigan, 
Dr.  C.  T.  McFarlane  of  Columbia  University,  Dr.  John  D.  Mahoney 
of  Philadelphia,  Mr.  H.  C.  Fttterolf  of  Harrisburg,  Miss  Lillian 
Johnson  of  Millersville,  Dr.  H.  A.  Surface  of  Mechanicsburg,  Mr.  0. 
I).  Koch  of  the  State  Department,  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Nissley,  County 
Farm  Agent.  District  institutes  were  also  held  at  Millersburg  for 
the  teachers  of  the  upper  end  of  the  county,  and  at  Hummelstown 
for  the  lower  end.  The  speakers  were  Supt.  John  Snoke  of  Lebanon 
county.  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman  and  Miss  Harris  of  Shippensburg  Normal 
School,  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier  of  Millersville,  and  Mrs.  Lyman  D.  Gil- 
bert of  Harrisburg.  The  mid-winter  session  of  the  County  Directors' 
Association  was  held  at  Millersburg.  Very  inspiring  messages  were 
brought  to  the  directors  by  County  Supt.  Albert  Cook,  of  Baltimore 
county,  Md.,  and  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis,  of  Juniata  College. 

In  spite  of  the  unusually  severe  winter  weather  many  community 
meetings  were  held.  The  County  Farm  Bureau  through  its  able 
extension  worker,  Mr.  H.  C.  Nissley,  co-operated  splendidly  with  the 
superintendents  in  making  these  meetings  of  a  highly  profitable 
character.  Miss  Mary  Ruth  Fisher,  in  charge  of  the  home-making 
department  of  the  Farm  Bureau,  conducted  a  number  of  canning 
demonstrations  in  the  school  buildings  of  the  various  sections  of  the 
county.  The  attendance  at  these  meetings  and  demonstrations  was 
very  large. 

The  Derry  Township  School  Board  introduced  courses  in  manual 
training,  domestic  science,  and  the  commercial  branches  in  the 
Hershey  Consolidated  School.  The  shops  and  laboratories  for  this 
work  are  very  well  equipped.     A  continuation  school  was  also  or- 
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gauized  aud  did  ett'ective  work.  As  a  part  of  its  welfare  work  the 
school  also  gave  the  girls  employed  in  the  factories  an  opportunity 
to  take  courses  in  language,  especially  French  and  Spanish.  Some 
very  good  work  in  manual  training  was  done  in  rural  schools.  The 
pupils  in  the  Union  Deposit.  School  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Anna 
Eisenhauer  did  exceptionally  good  work. 

The  schools  as  an  institution  of  the  State  have  been  splendidly 
realizing  through  their  various  activities  the  ideals  of  a  free  democ- 
racy. The  demands  made  along  various  lines  in  the  matter  of  war 
activities  found  a  ready  response  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  pupils. 
In  certain  sections  of  the  county  the  children  manifested  a  great 
deal  of  interest  in  war  gardens.  In  the  smaller  communities,  where 
every  home  has  a  garden,  the  influence  of  the  school  on  the  home  was 
reflected  in  a  larger  and  more  intensive  cultivation,  Nearly  every 
school  paid  especial  emphasis  to  the  matter  of  food  conservation. 
Wide  use  of  the  bulletins  and  pamphlets  issued  from  government 
sources  was  made.  The  interest  in  this  work  was  sustained  through 
the  medium  of  the  monthly  letters  issued  from  the  superintendent's 
oflice. 

Most  of  the  schools  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Junior  Red  Cross.  There  were  a  few  communities,  we  regret  to  say, 
v/here  home  prejudices  prevented  the  schools  from  having  a  full 
membership.  The  first  school  to  report  a  full  membership  was  a 
rural  school — the  Waynesville  School  in  Wayne  township.  The  dis- 
tricts having  supervising  principals  nearly  all  reported  an  enroll- 
ment of  all  pupils.  In  these  districts  the  pupils  also  turned  out  an 
amazing  amount  of  material  in  the  way  of  garments,  comforts,  etc. 
Friday  afternoon  was  usually  devoted  to  this  work.  Far  above  the 
intrinsic  value  of  these  things  was  the  great  lesson  of  service  and 
devotion  to  the  finest  ideals  of  America  as  opposed  to  the  basely 
selfish  and  criminal  militaristic  ideals  of  Germany.  It  really  is 
more  important  to  our  national  ideals  of  life  and  culture  that  our 
children  should  learn  the  lessons  of  service  and  sacrifice  than  that 
tiiey  should  become  highly  proficient  in  the  purely  mechanical  pro- 
cesses of  the  ordinary  school  studies. 

Millersburg  and  Wiconisco  probably  excelled  in  the  matter  of 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  war  work.  Eighty  dollars  were  pledged  by  eight  boys  of 
the  former  high  school  and  turned  over ;  .|141.69  by  the  latter.  In 
Wiconisco  the  grammar  school  and  the  high  school  also  contributed 
159.77  to  the  Red  Cross  Kit  Fund  and  War  Chest.  The  grammar 
school  in  addition  purchased  a  Liberty  Bond. 

Hershey,  Millersburg  and  Wiconisco  also  have  a  splendid  record 
in  the  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps.  Figures  available  from  the  latter 
district  shov/  that  prior  to  the  close  of  the  term  in  May  the  pupils 
lincl  bought  !|r810.75  Avorth  of  Thrift  Stamps.     Aside  from  the  lesson 
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in  thrift  which  will,  in  the  future,  play  no  mean  part  in  the  develop- 
ment of  our  national  life,  is  the  fact  that  the  children  who  invest 
their  savings  in  War  Stamps  are  from  the  sense  of  partnership 
brought  into  closer  touch  with  the  work  of  the  government  and  thus 
develop  early  a  feeling  of  civic  obligation  and  responsibility. 

Physical  culture  has  been  made  a  part  of  the  regular  work  in  the 
Millersburg  schools.  Miss  Adelaide  Woodside,  who  has  been  spec- 
ializing in  this  work  at  Columbia  University,  is  in  charge.  The  high 
school  boys  will  also  receive  military  training,  Hershey  schools  also 
have  physical  training  more  or  less  definite  in  character.  Most  of  the 
high  schools  have  athletic  teams.  The  rivalry  in  basket-ball  was 
quite  spirited  but  friendly.  Quite  a  number  of  the  schools,  especially 
in  the  rural  sections,  have  organized  play.  Many  pieces  of  play- 
ground apparatus  have  been  made  by  the  teachers  and  pupils  at  com- 
paiatively  small  expense. 

HummelstoAvn  introduced  student  government  with  very  gratify- 
ing success.  The  monitor  system  of  teaching  mathematics  was  also 
very  effective  in  this  place.  The  majority  of  the  districts  having 
supervising  principals  now  have  departmental  work  in  the  grades. 
Hummelstown  and  Williamstown  have  the  best  organization  along 
this  line. 

A  number  of  the  districts  have  made  material  improvements  to 
their  school  properties.  New  buildings  or  additions  were  erected  in 
Swatara  and  Susquehanna  townships.  Penbrook  found  it  necessary 
to  erect  a  portable  building  to  care  for  its  rapidly  growing  school 
population.  Most  of  the  high  schools  have  made  large  additions  to 
their  laboratories  and  libraries. 

Standardized  tests  were  used  in  many  schools  of  the  county.  The 
Courtis  tests  in  arithmetic  were  found  especially  valuable.  The 
principals  of  those  districts  in  which  the  standard  tests  have  been 
used  estimate  that  the  efficiency  of  their  schools  has  been  improved  to 
a  very  large  degree.  Scales  in  penmanship,  spelling,  language,  and 
reading  have  been  distributed  from  the  superintendent's  office,  free 
of  charge  to  the  teachers.  It  had  been  planned  to  have  the  teachers 
make  a  social  survey  of  the  county,  but  on  account  of  the  weather 
conditions  at  the  time  contemplated  for  it  the  work  was  postponed 
to  the  next  term.  One  of  the  objects  of  this  survey  is  to  give  the 
teachers  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  problems  confronting 
tliem. 

Our  chief  problem  at  present  is  to  keep  our  teaching  force  intact. 
Teachers  are  only  human  and  we  can  scarcely  find  fault  with  their 
desire  to  better  themselves  in  a  financial  sense.  However,  when  a 
teacher  signs  a  contract  to  teach  a  certain  school  at  a  salary  that 
apparently  is  satisfactory,  it  is  a  question  whether  the  moral  aspect 
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should  not  hold  the  teacher  to  the  terms  of  her  contract  even  though 
the  industries  hold  out  larger  inducements.  There  is  a  matter  of 
patriotism  that  should  not  be  regarded  lightly. 


DELAWAEE  COUNTY— A.  G.  C.  Smith. 


The  school  work  for  the  year  was  concluded  in  a  satisfactory 
manner  notwithstanding  the  many  demands  made  upon  the  teachers 
and  school  officials  for  extra  service  due  to  war  conditions.  These 
conditions,  together  with  the  things  the  pupils  were  asked  to  do, 
brought  them  in  such  close  touch  with  the  nation's  needs  and  the 
important  part  the  individual  must  take  in  order  that  the  country 
may  do  its  best  in  the  establishment  of  high  standards  of  thought 
and  action  and  accomplish  its  highest  purposes  in  the  world's  great- 
est conflict,  proved  a  stimulus  to  greater  endeavor  in  their  school 
work  rather  than  a  hindrance. 

The  directors  of  Aston  township  completed  a  six-room  building  to 
take  the  place  of  the  old  one  in  Crozierville.  It  is  built  of  durable 
stone  and  suitably  furnished.  The  dedication  exercises  were  held  in 
connection  with  the  commencement  exercises,  June  14th. 

The  Ridley  Park  School  Board  dedicated  a  new  high  school  build- 
ing, Monday  evening,  January  21,  1918,  with  appropriate  exercises. 
The  president  of  the  board,  Griff  L.  Jones,  presided  and  addresses 
were  made  by  Henry  A.  McCarthy,  Esq.,  Dr.  A.  Duncan  Yocum  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Superintendent  J.  P.  Garber  of  the 
Philadelphia  schools,  and  the  County  Superintendent.  After  the 
program  was  completed,  refreshments  were  served  by  the  girls  of  the 
Domestic  Science  and  Arts  Department. 

The  building  is  constructed  of  brick  with  granite  trimmings.  It 
contains  twelve  class  rooms,  a  laboratory,  lecture  room,  typewriting 
room,  library,  assembly  room,  manual  training  room,  lunch  room, 
domestic  science  and  arts  rooms,  gymnasium,  showers,  locker  rooms 
and  a  teachers'  rest  room,  as  well  as  a  principal's  office  and  direc- 
tors' room.  It  is  completely  furnished  with  the  most  approved  fur- 
niture and  other  equipments. 

The  directors  of  Upper  Chichester  built  a  frame  building  to  relieve 
the  crowded  conditions  at  the  Boothwyn  school.  They  expected  to 
open  it  by  the  first  of  January,  but  were  unable  to  do  so  because  of 
the  delay  in  receiving  their  furniture. 

The  schools  of  Linwood,  Lower  Chichester  township,  were  very 
much  overcrowded  and  a  large  number  of  the  children  were  on  half 


No.  11.  DELAWARE  COUNTY.  53 

time.  The  fact  that  a  parochial  school  is  planned  for  and  the  ques- 
tions of  annexation  and  formation  of  a  new  borough  have  deterred 
the  school  board  from  making  any  plans  for  relief.  Some  provision, 
even  if  but  temporary,  should  be  made  at  once  for  the  next  term, 
and  I  am  informed  that  the  board  is  now  planning  for  such  provision. 

Three  of  our  districts  were  inconvenienced  by  reason  of  the  coal 
shortage  and  in  two  cases  the  schools  were  closed  for  some  weeks. 

The  directors  of  Norwood  and  Prospect  Park  joined  and  employed 
an  instructor  of  physical  culture  and  the  young  people  were  much 
benefited  by  this  new  departure. 

Those  who  have  volunteered  and  who  have  been  called  to  the 
service  of  their  country  constitute  our 

HONOR    ROLL. 

Teachers. 

James  E.  Cummings,  Clifton  Heights  (Sec.  K.  of  C.) 

J.  Norman  Stephens,  Maple-Newtown  Joint  High  School. 

Homer  B.  Ammerman,  Marple-Newtown  Joint  High  School 

Roy  E.  Coombs,  Marple-Newtown  Joint  High  School. 

Van  A.  Martin,  Marple-Newtown  Joint  High  School. 

Edward  W.  Frost,  Lansdowne. 

Stanley  C.  Richmond,  Swarthmore. 

William  K.  Yocum,  Swarthmore. 

Clarence  R.  Carey,  Thornbury. 

Edmund  B.  Lynch,  Nether  Providence. 

Directors. 

Dr.  H.  C.  Dooling,  Norwood. 
Dr.  Norman  D.  Smith,  Rutledge. 
Dr.  J.  Burton  Roberts,  Haverford. 

The  loss  to  the  Marple-Newtown  Joint  High  Schools  was  severely 
felt  since  it  lost  its  principal,  his  assistant  and  the  teacher  of  agri- 
culture just  two  months  after  the  school  had  organized  as  a  voca- 
tional school,  and  the  new  teacher  of  agriculture  has  since  been 
called.  The  teaching  force  was  reorganized,  however,  and  the  young 
people  completed  their  work  with  high  standing. 

All  of  the  schools  have  taken  a  very  active  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  Government's  needs  during  these  war  times.  Our 
first  thought  was  to  report  in  detail  the  work  done  by  all  of  the 
schools  in  the  county,  but  I  find  that  such  a  report  would  take  up 
more  space  than  is  allotted.  We  shall,  therefore,  give  the  detail 
work  of  the  largest  borough  in  the  county  under  our  supervision,  one 
of  the  smaller  ones  and  a  rural  district  as  illustrations  of  what  is 
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being  done  11  all  parts  of  the  county.  Lansdowne  borough  reports 
that  their  school  building  was  headquarters  for  most  of  the  work 
done.  The  building  was  open  145  times  for  meetings.  The  prin- 
cipal, Walter  L.  Philips,  was  Chairman  of  the  Third  Liberty  Loan 
drive  and  they  were  presented  with  a  flag  containing  three  stars. 
He  was  also  Chairman  of  the  War  Chest  drive  which  was  oversub- 
scribed and  secretary  of  the  committee  having  in  charge  the  Y.  M.  C. 
A.  campaigu.  Pupils  of  the  school  have  $44,100  invested  in  Liberty 
Bonds  and  $6,139.50  invested  in  War  Saving  and  Thrift  Stamps. 
They  gave  $175  to  the  Ked  Cross  for  membership.  The  school  owns 
three  |50  Liberty  Bonds  and  the  senior  class,  1918,  gave  a  $100 
Liberty  Bond  to  the  high  school  to  establish  a  scholarship  at  ma- 
turity. Every  school  in  the  borough  became  a  junior  Red  Cross  unit. 
Eighteen  afghans,  representing  knitting  of  1,800  6x6  inch  squares 
were  made  by  the  pupils  and  teachers,  225  property  bags  for  conva- 
lescent soldiers  made  by  pupils.  Six  pairs  of  socks  and  four  sweaters 
were  knit  weekly,  infants'  layette  (31  pieces)  made  by  one  room,  snip- 
ping done  hj  pupils  in  lower  grades,  30  pounds  of  tinfoil  collected,  sev- 
eral hospital  shirts  made  in  sewing  department,  50  Liberty  Loan  and 
W.  S.  S.  posters  made  in  drawing  department  and  sock  forms  made 
in  manual  training  department.  One  hundred  and  sixty  former  stu- 
dents are  now  in  the  service  of  their  country.  Several  boys  were 
sent  to  farms  and  a  number  are  engaged  in  war  industry  work. 

In  Sharon  Hill  the  school  began  its  work  by  donating  twelve  dol- 
lars to  the  Red  Cross  for  their  Christmas  boxes.  They  then  organized 
e^ich  school  as  a  Junior  Red  Cross  unit  and  have  raised  $106.20  with 
which  to  purchase  material.  The  school  has  made  135  articles,  con- 
sisting of  sweaters,  helmets,  wristlets,  rugs,  pillows,  pillow  cases, 
etc.  The  pupils  organized  three  War  Saving  Stamp  societies — the 
''Wilson,"  "Stars  and  Stripes"  and  the  "Pershing"  and  have  pur- 
chased $1,550  worth  of  stamps.  They  also  have  a  United  States 
War  Garden  divided  into  four  sections,  each  section  named  for  a 
Sharon  Hill  boy  now  in  France.  The  net  proceeds  from  this  garden 
are  to  go  into  the  treasury  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross.  The  pupils  took 
part  in  the  Liberty  Loan  and  Memorial  Day  parades,  have  helped  the 
borough  organizations  by  printing,  running  errands,  contributing  to 
entertainments  and  making  a  house  to  house  canvass  during  "pledge 
week."  Their  latest  activity  was  the  sending  of  fruit  and  flowers  to 
a  soldier  from  Detroit,  Michigan,  who  was  sick  in  a  Philadelphia 
hospital. 

The  three  schools  of  Edgmont,  a  small  rural  district,  each  became 
a  Junior  Red  Cross  unit  and  the  largest  pupils  did  considerable 
work  for  the  Red  Cross  Society.  The  largest  boys  are  of  course  en- 
gaged on  the  farms  for  the  summer.  In  addition  the  pupils  decided 
to  raise  enough  money  to  support  an  orphan  French  girl  and  have 
enjoyed  this  as  well  as  all  of  their  efforts  to  be  of  service. 
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Much  money  and  material  was  furnished  for  the  Belgium  Relief 
Fund  by  different  districts  in  the  county. 

The  county  superintendent  with  the  help  of  his  assistant  conducted 
a  fuel  and  a  food  conservation  campaign,  a  Junior  Red  Cross,  two 
Thrift  and  War  Saving  Stamps  and  a  farm  enlistment  campaign. 
He  also  conducted  a  farm  survey  and  served  as  a  four  minute  man. 
Every  school  became  a  Junior  Red  Cross  unit  and  all  participated 
in  the  purchase  of  Thrift  and  War  Saving  Stamps,  many  of  them 
buying  Liberty  Bonds.  Many  of  the  boys  enlisted  for  the  work  on  the 
farm.  They  have  been  assigned  and  are  doing  satisfactory  work. 
Four  camps  have  been  established  in  the  county,  each  having  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  boys.  The  James  Camp  is  located  above  Newtown 
Square  on  a  farm,  Blue  Hill  Camp  in  the  school  building  above  Media, 
Concordville  Camp  on  the  school  grounds  and  Chelsea  Camp  on  the 
school  grounds.  These  boys  come  from  Delaware  county  and 
Philadelphia.  Each  camp  with  one  exception  is  in  charge  of  a  State 
College  student.  The  camps  are  under  the  direction  of  the  U.  S. 
Boys'  Working  Reserve  under  care  of  William  J.  Serrill,  President 
of  Haverford  Township  School  Board,  the  county  director.  The  as- 
signments are  made  by  Howard  Cloud,  Farm  Labor  Manager  for 
Delaware  county,  who  reports  that  the  boys  from  the  county  schools 
have  proved  very  satisfactory  and  render  better  service  than  those 
from  the  city.  The  Chester  Y.  M.  C.  A.  is  furnishing  entertainments 
for  the  boys  once  a  week,  for  which  they  deserve  much  credit.  The 
effort  is  proving  a  helpful  experience  to  the  boys  as  well  as  giving 
them  an  opportunity  for  useful  employment. 

Many  war  gardens  have  been  planted  and  cared  for  by  the  young 
people  of  our  schools. 

Quite  a  number  of  our  teachers  volunteered  their  services  to  the 
several  draft  boards  in  the  county  and  rendered  efficient  service. 

A  number  of  our  teachers  have  attended  sessions  of  summer  schools 
in  order  to  better  equip  themselves  for  their  work  and  quite  a  few 
are  pursuing  courses  of  study  in  higher  institutions  of  learning 
throughout  the  year.  The  salaries  of  teachers  have  increased  and 
are  being  increased  for  next  school  term.  Some  school  boards  are 
requiring  their  teachers  to  take  up  advance  study  at  summer  schools 
in  order  to  be  better  prepared  for  their  duties  and  offer  an  increase 
of  salary  as  a  compensation.  1  am  pleased  to  note  that  our  directors 
are  insisting  upon  better  prepared  teachers  in  order  that  the  scholars 
may  have  every  advantage  jjossible.  The  indications  are  that  we 
shall  have  some  trouble  in  supplying  all  of  our  schools  with  suitable 
teachers.  This  is  particularly  true  in  rural  sections.  These  schools 
are  usually  desirable  ones  and  afford  an  active  teacher  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  do  most  effective  work. 

The  Parent-Teacher  Associations  have  been  reasonably  active  dur- 
ing the  year.     At  the  last  meeting  of  the  League  of  Parent-Teacher 
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Associations  of  Delaware  county,  Superintendent  Charles  A.  Wag- 
ner, of  Chester,  was  elected  president  and  he  is  already  planning  for 
an  active  campaign  for  general  uplift  for  next  school  year. 

The  play  hours  on  the  school  grounds  in  a  number  of  our  districts 
is  under  the  personal  supervision  of  a  competent  teacher.  Suitable 
apparatus  and  supplies  are  provided  and  the  children  are  made 
happy  by  their  use.  Some  of  these  conditions  are  made  possible  by 
the  interest  the  home  and  school  associations  have  taken  in  the  child's 
play  time.  All  of  the  athletics  carried  on  by  the  several  high  schools 
of  the  county  are  under  the  direction  of  some  one  of  the  high  school 
faculty  who  is  well  prepared  for  that  work.  Each  high  school  has 
had  teams  in  baseball,  basket  ball  and  foot  ball  for  boys  and  teams 
of  basket  ball  for  the  girls. 

The  Woman's  Clubs  of  the  county  have  been  conducting  evening 
classes  for  foreigners  in  Leiperville  and  Clifton  Heights  and  much 
interest  was  secured  as  evidenced  by  the  attendance  and  results  ac- 
complished. The  women  deserve  much  credit  for  engaging  in  this 
important  work.  It  requires  much  sacrifice  of  time  and  effort  on 
their  part.  The  school  boards  allow  them  the  use  of  the  school  build- 
ings for  this  work. 

Directors,  teachers  and  patrons  take  a  commendable  interest  in 
the  educational  welfare  of  the  children  which  adds  very  much  to  the 
interest  of  our  work. 


ELK  COUNTY— J.  W.  Sweeney. 


The  school  year  just  closed  has  been  one  of  substantial  progress 
along  all  former  educational  lines  and  one  of  intense  interest  in  all 
war  activities.  The  teachers,  the  pupils  and  the  patrons  contributed 
anxiously  to  the  patriotic  work  which  occupied  the  attention  of  all 
loyal  Americans. 

No  new  school  buildings  were  erected,  but  much  improvement  was 
made  in  school  buildings  and  grounds,  providing  better  conditions  of 
sanitation  and  light  and  insuring  greater  comfort,  convenience  and 
better  health. 

As  would  be  expected  the  schools  suffered  materially  owing  to  the 
fact  that  many  of  the  most  efficient  men  enlisted  or  were  called  to 
war  service  and  many  capable  women  left  the  profession  to  enter 
positions  with  the  Federal  Government  or  in  the  industries  where  a 
higher  remuneration  was  offered.  These  conditions  affected  our  high 
schools  most  and  yet  the  year  ended  with  general  satisfaction. 

In  order  to  retain  efficient  teachers  and  to  cause  them  to  continue 
study  in  summer  schools  of  education,  it  was  necessary  for  Boards  to 
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advance  salaries  from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent,  and  it  is  now  evident 
that  another  and  a  greater  increase  must  be  made  if  our  teaching 
force  is  to  be  maintained  in  its  present  efficiency. 

School  districts  are  levying  the  maximum  tax  and  will  then  not 
break  even  if  we  are  to  keep  our  schools  open  for  the  long  terms 
which  has  been  the  policy  of  school  directors  in  Elk  county.  Because 
of  these  difficulties  school  boards  have  taken  an  unusual  interest  in 
their  duties,  realizing  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  schools  efficient 
to  the  end  that  the  child  of  to-day  may  be  prepared  to  meet  and 
master  the  new  conditions  of  the  after  war  days. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  readily  and  loyally  entered  into  all  war 
activities.  All  teachers  and  every  pupil  in  our  schools  became  en- 
rolled members  of  the  American  Red  Cross  or  Junior  Red  Cross 
Association  and  became  active  workers  in  raising  money  and  in  mak- 
ing garments  and  supplies,  co-operating  with  the  several  Red  Cross 
Chapters  in  the  county  through  the  office  of  the  county  superin- 
tendent. In  like  manner  the  schools  took  up  the  food  question  from 
the  standpoints  of  conservation  and  increased  production  with  great 
satisfaction.  The  pupils  and  through  them  those  in  the  homes  were 
supplied  with  war  literature.  War  meetings  were  held  in  the  school 
houses  and  were  addressed  by  the  superintendent,  his  assistant  and 
others,  bringing  all  to  the  feeling  that  all  food  requirements  and 
o+her  war  demands  were  important,  timely  and  reasonable,  and  as  ;i 
result  a  spirit  of  patriotism  prompted  sacrifice  and  effort  even  greater 
than  was  requested  or  expected. 

The  teachers  and  pupils  co-operated  splendidly  in  the  work  of  the 
"Farm  Survey."  and  not  only  did  the  work  but  also  aroused  such  in- 
terest that  an  increased  acreage  of  all  food  crops  has  been  planted 
and  greater  care  given  to  insure  a  larger  supply  from  field  and  war 
garden  in  the  present  year. 

In  the  sale  of  Thrift  and  War  Saving  Stamps  the  schools  rendered 
especially  meritorious  service  and  Elk  county  enjoyed  the  distinction 
of  holding  second  position  in  the  State  for  months  in  the  per  capita 
sale  of  such  stamps.  When  the  schools  open  in  September,  this  work 
will  be  renewed  with  even  greater  vigor  and  Elk  county  in  this 
feature  like  in  all  others  must  exceed  its  allotment.  The  teachers 
and  pupils  took  an  active  part  in  raising  funds  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A., 
the  K.  of  C,  the  Y.  W.  C  A.,  the  Armenian  and  Syrian  relief^funds 
and  in  the  refugee  funds  and  other  war  charities. 

Much  attention  was  given  to  patriotic  singing  and  exercises  in 
which  the  people  of  the  several  communities  joined  with  the  children 
and  teachers.  Early  in  the  year  the  superintendent  addressed  a 
letter  to  all  teachers,  school  directors,  civic  clubs  and  patrons  urging 
them  to  co-operate  in  patriotic  events  and  in  all  that  promoted  war 
welfare  and  the  response  far  exceeded  expectation. 
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A  Needed  Improvement — Kecognizing  the  inadequacy  of  the 
single  room  school  to  give  to  the  children  in  the  rural  communities 
the  proper  opportunities  to  prepare  for  usefulness  in  life,  we  have 
continued  to  encourage  the  closing  of  such  schools  and  the  consoli- 
dation of  them  at  convenient  centers,  but  owing  to  tlie  added  cost 
but  little  advance  was  made  during  the  year,  but  we  have  maintained 
those  established.  The  consolidated  school  is  giving  such  superior 
advantages  to  the  child  that  where  given  a  fair  trial  they  become 
permanent.  When  the  people  of  the  State  as  a  whole  awake  to  the 
necessity  of  a  better  education  for  the  rural  child,  one  that  will 
function  in  the  life  of  the  community  and  prepare  the  children  for 
the  new  conditions  they  must  meet,  there  will  be  a  general  demand 
for  developing  a  consolidated  rural  school  system,  this  to  replace  the 
misfit  heretofore  acceptable  to  the  people.  The  necessity  for  the 
physical  development  and  training  of  the  child  as  well  as  the  teach- 
ing of  scientific  agriculture,  will  speed  the  day,  for  it  is  useless  to 
attempt  such  work  in  the  single  room  school  already  overcrowded 
with  classes.. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  State  Board  of  Education  will  make 
an  urgent  appeal  to  the  next  Legislature  to  provide  legislation  and 
means  to  speedily  bring  into  actual  being  this  essential  improvement. 

During  the  year  the  assistant  superintendent,  the  supervisory 
officers  in  the  several  boroughs  and  townships,  the  teachers,  the 
patrons,  the  school  directors,  the  churches,  the  civic  clubs  and  the 
press  have  all  been  active  supporters  and  co-operators  in  the  cause 
of  educational  uplift  and  all  that  the  schools  undertook  to  do  and 
to  them  we  desire  to  extend  our  grateful  appreciation  and  thanks. 


ERIE  COUNTY— I.  H.  Russell. 


In  spite  of  adverse  conditions  during  the  past  year,  we  feel  that 
the  schools  of  Erie  county  have  fully  met  the  standard  of  efficiency 
set  in  former  years. 

Much  of  my  own  time  has  been  devoted  to  war  activities  and 
agricultural  interests.  The  farm  census  under  my  direction  was  a 
great  task,  but  the  teachers  were  very  loyal  to  the  work,  and  we 
received  reports  from  some  5,000  farms.  The  census  showed  that 
dairy  and  other  food  products  had  increased  materially,  and  the 
labor  condition  was  not  found  as  critical  as  had  been  supposed.  As 
a  result  of  the  survey  considerable  relief  was  furnished  to  the  labor 
situation.     The  Waterford  Vocational  School  responded  splendidly 
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and  nearly  all  the  boys  were  pla*ce(i  upon  farms  early  in  the  spring. 
Prof.  Deri  Hess  of  the  Vocational  School  has  devoted  some  three 
months  of  his  time  to  the  enlistment  and  distribution  of  boys  from 
the  Farm  Boys'  Working  Reserve,  which  has  been  a  decided  benefit 
to  the  county.  The  boys  in  general  have  met  the  situation  in  a  seri- 
ous and  manly  way  and  will  hereafter  have  a  more  sane  conception 
of  what  farm  life  really  is;  some  will  doubtless  be  led  from  this 
experience  to  choose  farming  as  a  permanent  vocation. 

A  general  Junior  Red  Cross  campaign  was  carried  on  in  all  the 
rural  schools  with  gratifying  results,  a  large  number  reporting  a 
100%  membership.  Food  conservation  and  thrift  has  also  claimed 
much  attention  of  teachers  and  pupils.  As  a  result  9,000  children 
are  doing  a  bit  and  at  the  same  time,  perhaps  unconsciously,  are 
receiving  a  splendid  training  in  patriotism. 

I  was  invited  to  speak  at  three  Farmers'  Institutes  in  the  county 
in  the  interest  of  Standardizing  the  Rural  Schools.  Much  interest 
was  aroused  in  the  movement  and  material  improvement  in  build- 
ings and  equipment  has  been  noted.  Twenty-five  schools  were 
granted  Standard  School  Certificates  during  the  year.  The  number 
is  still  so  small  that  it  would  seem  unwise  to  raise  the  standard 
in  Erie  county  for  some  time  to  come,  as  it  is  now  easily  in  reach  of 
the  majority  of  schools  and  there  seems  to  be  a  united  ambition  on 
the  part  of  pupils,  patrons  and  teachers  to  reach  it. 

Three  rural  school  buildings  in  Greenfield  and  Venango  townships 
were  thoroughly  re-modeled  to  meet  the  standard  requirements,  and 
over  fifty  heating  and  ventilating  plants  were  installed  in  rural 
schools  throughout  the  county. 

Wesley ville  borough  built  a  two-room  temporary  building  to  re- 
lieve the  sudden  congestion  until  the  next  triennial  assessment, 
when  it  is  expected  funds  will  be  available  for  the  erection  of  an  up- 
to-date  school  building  of  at  least  twelve  rooms.  A  two-acre  site 
for  such  a  building  has  already  been  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $6,000. 
Mill  Creek  township — surrounding  Erie  city — has  undertaken  a 
building  program  that  will  aggregate  from  |50,000  to  $100,000  when 
completed.  A  tax  of  twenty-five  mills  has  been  levied  upon  this 
township  for  the  current  year,  and  with  the  rapidly  increasing  popu- 
l.ition  incident  to  munition  plants  the  housing  of  the  school  children 
is  still  a  perplexing  problem.  There  is,  however,  at  this  time  a  strong 
probability  that  much  of  this  territory  will  very  soon  be  annexed  to 
the  City  of  Erie. 

North  East  Boro  and  Township  were  merged  into  a  joint  school 
district  last  March  and  at  the  present  time  a  new  joint  high  school 
is  in  process  of  erection  at  a  contract  price  of  $118,000.  The  old 
building  will  be  re-modeled  for  borough  grades  and  a  substantial 
addition  has  been  marie  to  the  playground. 
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The  scarcity  of  teachers  at  the  present  time  is  quite  alarming,  as 
it  has  been  during  the  past  year.  Only  fifteen  male  teachers  were 
employed  in  rural  schools  last  year,  and  over  fifty  teachers  resigned 
tlieir  schools  to  accept  more  lucrative  employment  in  the  city  and 
for  other  causes.  The  more  critical  scarcity,  however,  is  in  the 
more  remote  rural  districts,  where  there  is  a  pesent  shortage  of  at 
least  twenty- five.  I  believe  a  Kural  Teachers'  Training  Course  in 
two  or  three  well  located  high  schools  of  the  county  would  relieve  this 
condition  materially  and  would  give  those  districts  much  better 
teachers.  Such  a  course  would  seem  quite  rational  as  an  agricultural 
measure.  Our  present  courses  in  agriculture  benefit  a  per  cent,  of 
the  boys  only,  while  an  elementary  course  in  pedagogy,  including 
agriculture,  would  benefit  both  male  and  female  pupils  as  prospec- 
tive rural  teachers  and  the  rural  schools  generally. 

We  shall  exert  every  effort  during  the  war  period  to  stimulate  in- 
creased interest  in  the  public  schools,  that  the  children  may  not  be 
deprived  of  their  just  heritage,  and  the  county  at  a  critical  time,  may 
not  be  deprived  of  the  most  efficient  service  of  an  educated  people. 

In  conclusion  I  would  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction,  the  loyal  support  of  school  directors 
and  teachero  for  the  success  of  the  past  year  and  my  third  term  as 
County  Superintendent  just  completed. 


FAYETTE  COUiN^TY— John  S.  Carroll. 


During  the  school  year  which  ended  July  1,  1918,  the  public 
schools  of  Fayette  county  did  excellent  work.  So  far  as  the  writer 
is  able  to  determine  the  work  done  in  text-books  equaled  that  of 
any  former  year,  while  the  service  rendered  to  the  State  and  the  Na- 
tion in  the  various  divisions  of  war  activities  far  surpassed  that  of 
many  former  years  combined. 

School  gardens  were  numerous  before  the  war  began,  and  many 
of  the  young  people  had  special  training  in  that  important  work. 
These  gardens  have  been  supplanted  by  war  gardens  and  the  whole 
county  is  deeply  interested.  Many  of  the  larger  coke  companies 
have  donated  land  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  employes  for  farm  gar- 
dening, and  the  work  is  carried  on,  on  a  much  larger  scale  this  year 
than  ever  before. 

The  school  people  of  Fayette  county  surely  made  an  enviable  rec- 
ord in  Bed  Cross  work.  Almost  all  of  the  teachers  and  many  of  the 
directors  are  members  of  the  organization.     They  were  in  the  front 
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line  in  every  "drive"  and  gave  their  money  freely  in  order  that  their 
districts  might  go  "over  the  top".  The  Junior  Red  Cross  drive  was 
conducted  almost  exclusively  by  the  principals  and  the  teachers  of 
the  public  schools.  Many  school  districts  of  the  county  enrolled  one 
bundred  per  cent,  of  the  school  children.  More  than  twenty  thousand 
children  became  active  members.  They  were  speedily  organized  and 
began  at  once  to  produce  war  materials,  and  they  are  still  at  work. 

Principals,  teachers,  high  school  students  and  pupils  of  the  grades 
worked  earnestly  for  the  success  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Thrift  Stamps, 
and  Liberty  Bonds.  They  were  active  in  all  districts  and  frequently 
led  the  campaign. 

Although  the  teachers  of  the  county  did  excellent  work,  yet  at  no 
time  during  the  year  were  there  enough  strong  teachers  to  fill  the 
schools.  In  fact  a  part  of  the  time  there  were  more  schools  than 
teachers,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  term  more  than  a  score  of 
schools  was  without  teachers.  We  lost  more  than  fifty  strong 
teachers  during  the  term  whose  places  were  filled  generally  by  be- 
ginners. These  conditions  made  it  impossible  to  maintain  a  high 
standard  for  teachers,  and  yet  the  efficiency  of  the  work  seemed  to 
equal  that  of  former  years. 

Almost  forty  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  held  provisional  certificates. 
The  regular  examinations  for  provisional  certificates  were  held  in 
June,  at  which  time  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  these  certificates 
were  issued.  Later  it  became  necessary  to  make  almost  every  day 
throughout  the  whole  term  an  examination  day,  and  when  this  work 
ended  in  April,  the  last  provisional  certificate  numbered  more  than 
three  hundred.  There  is  one  redeeming  feature,  however;  about 
eighty  per  cent,  of  those  who  received  provisional  certificates  are  high 
school  graduates,  and  many  of  them  will  make  rapid  progress  in  edu- 
cational work. 

Within  one  year  teachers'  salaries  have  advanced  about  ten  per 
cent,  in  the  eastern  districts  of  the  county,  and  about  twenty  per 
cent,  in  the  western  districts.  Salaries  for  the  coming  school  year 
will  likely  be  twenty  per  cent,  higher  than  they  were  last  year. 

The  County  Institute  was  a  good  one.  It  pleased  everybody.  The 
School  of  Methods  was  an  unusually  strong  meeting.  At  both  of 
these  conventions  physical  culture  work  was  given  a  prominent  place. 
Prof.  C.  G.  Pierce  of  the  Pitcairn  public  schools  was  the  director 
and  he  proved  himself  a  master  in  the  work.  He  set  the  entire  county 
to  work  and  physical  culture  drills  were  conducted  regularly  in 
almost  all  of  the  schools. 

The  school  people  of  Fayette  county  responded  promptly  to  the 
call  of  the  National  and  State  Governments  for  the  farm  survey, 
conducted  during  March  and  April  of  the  present  year.  The  school 
principals  of  the  county  managed  the  survey  in  their  respective  dis- 
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tricts.  The  field  work,  however,  was  done  directly  by  the  teachers 
and  the  older  pupils  of  the  various  school  districts.  Important  data 
was  collected  from  more  than  two  thousand  Payette  county  farms, 
tabulated  by  school  districts  and  carefully  summarized  for  the 
county,  the  State  and  the  Nation.  A  letter  from  the  State  Director 
to  the  County  Superintendent  pronounced  the  survey  to  be  one  of  the 
best  produced  in  the  State. 

A  two-day  session  of  the  Fayette  County  School  of  Methods  was 
held  August  24  and  25,  1917.  More  than  four  hundred  teachers  at- 
tended the  meeting.  The  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  create  school 
interest  and  to  instruct  beginners  and  others  in  methods  and  manage- 
ment. Special  sessions  were  held  by  primary  teachers,  grade  teach- 
ers, high  school  teachers  and  school  supervisors.  Each  department 
was  in  charge  of  a  competent  leader.  The  meeting  was  a  good  one, 
and  was  profitable  to  all  who  attended.  But  Fayette  county  has 
some  teachers,  who  hold  State  certificates,  that  have  never  attended 
a  School  of  Methods.  No  comment  is  needed.  It's  the  same  old 
story. 

Many  new  school  buildings  were  completed  during  the  year.  Al- 
most all  were  constructed  of  brick.  Modern  systems  of  heating  and 
ventilation  were  installed.  Within  the  last  two  years  the  county 
has  spent  a  half  million  dollars  in  the  erection  and  equipment  of 
modern  school  buildings. 

Many  teachers  have  attended  siimmer  schools  at  higher  institutions 
of  learning  in  order  to  get  ready  for  the  work  of  the  coming  terra. 
The  School  of  Methods  will  hold  a  two-day  session  before  the  begin- 
ning of  the  new  term.  The  outlook  is  good.  Teachers  are  not 
numerous,  but  all  schools  will,  in  all  probability,  be  supplied  with 
teachers  in  time  for  the  opening  in  September. 

I  want  to  thank  the  public  press  for  very  generous  school  support 
during  the  term  and  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
special  direction  in  matters  of  importance. 


FOREST  COUNTY— J.  O.  Carson. 


The  schools  of  this  county  ran  during  the  year  which  has  just  closed 
without  interruption.  There  were  no  events-  of  particular  im- 
portance, yet  there  was  evidence  of  steady  progress. 

There  were  teachers  elected  for  all  the  schools  without  much  diffi- 
culty, considering  the  scarcity  of  male  teachers,  the  county  having 
but  six  male  teachers  within  its  borders. 
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We  lost  a  number  of  our  Normal  graduates,  who  were  elected  to 
positions  in  the  larger  towns  and  cities  which  paid  better  wages; 
this  necessitated  a  promotion  of  some  of  our  teachers  with  but  one 
year's  experience  to  the  grade  positions  and  the  election  of  a  num- 
ber of  high  school  graduates  to  the  rural  schools.  We  feel  grateful 
to  the  high  schools  of  the  county  during  the  time  of  scarcity  of 
teachers,  for  it  is  their  products  whiclupermits  us  to  have  our  schools 
in  progress. 

Several  examinations  for  the  eighth  grade  Avere  held  at  the  end 
of  the  year  and  about  the  usual  number  were  included  in  the  ex- 
aminations which  indicated  a  continuance  of  normal  attendance  ii3 
the  high  schools  for  the  coming  year. 

The  high  schools  were  well  attended  and  the  pupils  were  seemingly 
energetic  and  interested  in  a  successful  completion  of  the  year'.-a 
work.  The  teachers  of  the  high  schools  were  with  but  one  exception 
graduates  of  colleges  or  normal  schools. 

There  were  special  exercises  of  a  patriotic  order  held  in  many  of 
the  schools  throughout  the  year,  in  which  was  created  a  higher  degree 
of  patriotism,  emphasizing  the  need  of  sacrifice,  of  giving  and  of  sav- 
ing for  the  nation  which  is  dear  to  the  hearts  of  all  of  them  and 
for  the  government  which  protects  and  gives  equality  to  all  within 
its  limits. 

There  were  liberal  contributions  made  to  the  Bed  Cross  and  a  sharp 
rivalry  between  schools  to  buy  the  largest  amount  of  War  Saving 
Stamps. 

The  reports  from  the  different  districts  in  the  county  indicate  a 
high  percentage  of  attendance  generally  throughout  the  county  in 
spite  of  the  fact  of  a  very  severe  winter  which  usually  affects  the 
attendance  in  the  rural  schools.  The  material  improvements  during 
the  year  consisted  only  of  the  ordinary  repairs  which  were  made  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  school  code,  to  secure  the  proper 
amount  of  floor  space  and  light.  The  Brookston  school,  a  three- 
room  building,  was  remodeled  with  the  addition  of  several  windows, 
painted  and  decorated  throughout,  which  made  it  one  of  the  best 
school  buildings  in  the  county. 

The  different  districts  are  remodeling  their  rural  buildings  in 
order  to  have  enough  light  and  floor  space  as  rapidly  as  it  can  be 
done  consistently. 

The  county  institute  was  held  at  Tionesta  from  November  4  to  9. 
The  instructors  engaged  for  the  institute  were  Dr.  C.  G.  Ellis  of  Ju- 
niata College,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Gordinier  of  Millersville  Normal 
School  and  Dr.  D.  C.  Murphy  of  Slippery  Rock  Normal  School. 
Every  teacher  in  the  county  was  present  and  spent  a  delightful  and 
l^rofitable  week,  all  returning  to  their  schools  with  many  new  ideas, 
which  they  put  into  practice  for  the  bfllSTice  of  the  year. 


64  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

We  have  had  a  pleasant  school  year  and  we  believe  it  was  a 
profitable  school  year. 

We  are  thankful  to  the  teachers  and  to  all  who  lent  their  influence 
to  make  it  successful. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  officers  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, from  whom  much  valuable  advice  was  received  during  the  year. 


FRANKLIN  COUNTY— Lewis  Edgar  Smith. 


In  submitting  this  report  we  wish,  first  of  all,  to  express  our  grati- 
tude to  those  who  have  so  nobly  assisted  us  in  the  many  duties  made 
incumbent  by  the  war.  Truly,  our  directors  and  our  teachers  have 
met  the  situation  patriotically  and  with  a  high  sense  of  duty.  Every 
undertaking  was  successfully  performed  in  a  prompt  and  efficient 
manner. 

Over  2,500  school  children  were  enrolled  in  the  Junior  Red  Cross, 
and  many  of  our  schools  are  contributing  members  of  the  Senior 
Branch  of  this  organization.  A  few  rural  schools  are  well  organized 
in  the  war  gardens  movement,  Red  Cross,  Pig  and  Thrift  Clubs. 
Seventy-six  meetings  were  held  in  the  county  on  War  Saving  Day, 
June  28th,  and  stamps  to  the  amount  of  over  |125,000  were  sold.  The 
directors  of  the  county  presided  at  these  meetings;  and,  although  in 
the  midst  of  the  busy  harvest  season,  these  men  left  their  binders 
stand  in  the  field  to  attend  their  respective  meetings. 

Our  one  big  problem,  of  course,  is  to  procure  competent  teachers 
for  our  rural  schools.  At  present  the  outlook  for  teachers  is  anything 
but  promising.  Many  of  our  last  year  corps  have  gotten  more 
lucrative  positions  elsewhere;  a  considerable  number  of  our  young 
men  are  in  the  draft;  some  have  volunteered  their  services  to  the 
government  and  are  already  in  France;  and  still  others  were  com- 
pelled to  give  up  teaching  to  furnish  labor  on  farms  depleted  of  help. 
This  condition  will  necessarily  compel  us  to  close  a  number  of  our 
smaller  schools,  a  movement  which  is  not  to  be  deplored.  It  will 
eliminate  some  of  our  poorest  schools,  and  give  additional  educa- 
tional advantages  to  a  number  of  children.  We  see  some  good  at 
least  growing  out  of  this  perplexing  situation.  Ministers  of  the 
gospel,  married  women  with  teaching  experience  and  newly  gradu- 
ated high  school  students,  will,  for  the  most  part,  take  the  places  of 
those  who  have  left  our  teaching  force.  The  great  majority  of  our 
school  districts  wisely  increased  the  salary  of  their  teachers ;  but  the 
increase  in  no  case  is  in  proportion  to  the  lncre^se(^  cost  of  living. 
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It  has  been  stated  by  those  in  a  position  to  know  that  the  wholesale 
cost  of  food  has  increased  85%  since  1913.  In  no  case  to  our 
knowledge  has  a  teacher's  salary  been  increased  half  this  amount  in 
this  county.  Is  it  any  wonder  then,  in  view  of  this  condition,  that 
teachers  are  leaving  the  profession  ? 

Owing  to  the  severity  of  the  past  winter,  drifted  and  impassable 
roads,  the  attendance  of  children  at  school  was  not  so  good  as  for- 
merly. In  some  localities  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  schools  for 
several  weeks  during  the  severest  weather.  This  condition  always 
causes  a  loss  of  interest  in  school  work  and  results  in  irregular 
attendance  for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 

We  find  a  growing  tendencj^  on  the  part  of  the  school  boards  in 
fourth  class  districts  to  vote  out  medical  inspection  of  school  chil- 
dren. It  is  clear  to  us  that  in  some  instances  this  is  done  to  escape 
inspection  and  condemning  of  school  buildings,  rather  than  to 
appease  the  opposition  of  patrons  to  medical  inspection.  It  is  our 
opinion  that  medical  inspection  in  fourth  class  districts  should  be 
made  obligatory. 

Our  building  program  is  at  a  standstill.  A  few  one-room  school 
buildings  have  been  erected  or  are  in  course  of  erection ;  but  owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  material  and  labor,  nothing  is  being  done  in  this 
line  that  can  be  deferred  till  after  the  war. 

Some  most  excellent  educational  meetings  were  held  during  the 
jmst  year.  Our  county  institute  was  of  the  highest  character.  Dr.  E. 
E.  Bryan,  Dr.  F.  B.  Pearson  and  Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  with  Prof.  R.  J. 
McDowell  as  musical  director,  made  a  team  that  has  never  been 
excelled  in  this  county. 

The  School  of  Methods  held  in  conjunction  with  Cumberland 
county,  at  the  Shippensburg  Normal  School,  August  10th  and  11th, 
was  very  helpful  to  our  teachers,  and  marks  the  beginning  of  a  fuller 
use  of  our  tiaining  school  in  the  Cumberland  Valley.  Dr.  Lehman 
and  his  able  corps  of  instructors  were  at  their  best,  and  the  result 
was  a  meeting  of  peculiar  interest  and  profit  to  every  teacher  in 
attendance.  Our  district  iustitutes  were  well  attended  and  an  excel- 
lent spirit  of  educational  progressiveness  pervaded  our  whole 
teaching  force  during  the  term. 

In  closing  this  brief  report,  we  are  not  forgetful  of  the  many  acts 
of  real  service  rendered  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  the 
State  Board  of  Education  and  other  administrative  agencies.  Neither 
do  we  feel  ungrateful  to  those  of  our  own  county  who  have  so  stead- 
fastly supported  us  in  our  every  effort  to  improve  the  educational 
advantages  of  our  children;  and  to  those  who  have  helped  and  are 
helping  us  steer  the  educational  ship  through  this  period  of  National 
peril  and  distress  we  owe  an  everlasting  debt  of  gratitude. 

5—11—1919 
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FULTON  COUNTY— J.  Emery  Thomas. 


We  have  just  finished  another  chapter  in  the  history  of  the  schools 
iu  our  county.  We  do  not  claim  that  all  has  been  exceptional  bright- 
ness. The  schools  have  had  their  triumphs,  but  as  well  their  dis- 
cc'uragements. 

Some  mistakes  and  failures  came  through  causes  unforeseen,  but 
far  the  greatest  obstacles  in  the  way  arose  from  conditions  over 
which  we  had  no  control. 

I  find  that  the  percentage  of  attendance  of  school  children  is  lower 
during  the  year  that  has  just  closed  than  the  preceding  year.  This 
i^  a  matter  over  which  we  had  no  control.  Nearly  all  our  schools  are 
rural.  Many  of  the  pupils  have  a  distance  of  three  miles  or  more 
to  school  and  are  outside  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law.  The 
winter  was  extremely  severe,  the  township  roads  being  impassable  a 
great  part  of  the  winter  and  some  of  the  State  highways  in  our 
county  being  impassable  practically  all  winter. 

The  result  was  as  stated  above,  a  lowering  in  percentage  of  at- 
tendance throughout  the  county.  This,  of  course,  had  its  effect  upon 
the  schools. 

The  greatest  difficulty  which  confronts  our  county  is  the  financial 
means  with  which  to  run  the  schools.  School  boards  have  to  use  too. 
great  economy  in  order  to  meet  financial  conditions.  This  nec- 
essarily brings  about  inefficiency  in  the  schools  and  retards  progress. 

This  financial  difficulty  compels  most  of  our  school  boards  to  pay 
the  minimum  salary  to  teachers.  This  salary  gives  the  greatest 
number  of  our  teachers  a  fraction  over  two  dollars  per  day.  This  is 
less  compensation  for  services  rendered  than  any  other  class  of 
laborers  in  the  county  receives.  Such  a  condition  is  driving  our  ex- 
perienced teachers,  both  male  and  female,  into  other  occupations. 
Their  places  must  be  filled  by  inexperienced  teachers.  This  results 
in  lowering  the  standard  of  the  schools. 

The  millage  in  one  of  the  districts,  at  least,  is  nearly  the  limit, 
but  the  decrease  in  the  valuation  of  taxable  property  is  partly 
responsible  for  the  high  rate  of  millage. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Fulton  county  is  unique  in  many 
respects.  It  is  a  fourth  class  district  and  nearly  all  its  schools  are 
rural.  We  have  no  means  of  acquiring  money  for  school  purposes 
except  by  direct  taxation  and  State  appropriations.  The  millage  is 
generally  on  the  increase  and  the  flistricts  are  generally  increasing 
their  indebtedness. 
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I  notice  that  the  assessed  valuation  in  some  districts  is  about  sixty 
per  cent,  of  the  real  valuation.  A  re-adjustment  of  these  valuations 
upon  cash  values  would  produce  abundance  of  revenue  with  which 
to  run  the  schools,  but  the  complaint  now  throughout  the  county  is 
excessive  taxation  and  the  raising  of  taxes  by  increase  in  valuation 
would  not  alleviate  the  condition  of  the  taxpayer,  but  would  cause  the 
cry  of  excessive  taxation  to  be  even  more  marked  than  under  present 
conditions. 

The  Code  imposes  upon  school  directors  certain  requirements. 

It  fixes  the  length  of  the  school  term,  building  specifications,  the 
teachers'  salary,  etc.  The  executive  authority  sees  to  it  that  we 
comply  with  these  requirements.  About  this  we  raise  no  complaint. 
But  if  present  conditions  continue  until  next  year's  school  letting, 
it  is  beyond  my  power  of  comprehension  to  see  how  we  will  be  able 
to  fill  the  schools  even  by  lowering  the  standard  of  qualifications. 

The  Legislature  will  have  to  come  to  our  financial  aid  and  that 
quickly  to  help  us  to  retain  our  experienced  teachers  at  a  reasonable 
compensation,  otherwise  retrogression  is  inevitable.  True  some  of 
our  best  male  teachers  have  gone  into  the  training  camps,  but  many 
of  our  best  female  teachers  are  quitting  the  profession  of  teaching 
and  are  entering  other  occupations  simply  because  in  their  present 
profession  it  takes  about  one-half  of  their  salary  for  board  and  the 
remainder  of  it  is  not  adequate  to  meet  their  most  pressing  needs. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  McConnellsburg  the  week  of 
December  3.     The  instructors  were  as  follows: 

Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion ;  Dr.  G.  M.  Philips,  Principal  West  Chester  State  Normal  School ; 
Dr.  Ezra  Lehman,  Principal  Cumberland  Valley  State  Normal  School, 
and  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  Principal  Millersville  State  Normal  SchooL 

The  institute  was  most  interesting  and  instructive.  The  attendance 
was  exceptionally  good,  the  auditorium  in  the  public  school  building 
being  filled  to  its  capacity  nearly  the  entire  week.  The  evening 
entertainments  and  lectures  were  of  exceptional  merit. 

Local  institutes  were  held  in  every  district  in  the  county  during 
the  term.  They  were  well  attended  by  the  public  and  proved  most 
beneficial  to  the  schools  in  those  districts  where  they  were  conducted 
with  enthusiasm. 

Some  of  the  teachers  in  the  county  formed  Junior  Red  Cross  or- 
ganizations in  the  schools  during  the  year.  We  earnestly  hope  that 
there  will  not  be  a  pupil  left  in  the  county  who  shall  not  be  a  member 
of  a  Red  Cross  organization  early  in  the  coming  school  term. 

Also,  some  teachers  took  up  the  matter  of  War  Savings  Stamps  in 
their  schools  and  met  with  a  great  deal  of  success.  This  is  a  matter 
of  great  financial  aid  to  our  government  and  helps  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  as  well  as  the  inculcation  of  a  patriotic  spirit  in  the 
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pupils.  For  this  reason  every  teacher  in  the  county  should  go  at 
tJiis  Avork  with  such  a  vim  that  will  have  a  telling  effect  and  keep 
Pulton  county  in  the  lead  in  this  work,  as  it  now  stands. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  a  fair  percentage  of  our  teachers  became 
members  of  the  State  Educational  Association.  This  was  a  step 
in  the  right  direction. 

Some  districts  in  the  State  complain  of  an  insufficient  number  of 
school  buildings.     Fulton  countj^  has  too  many  school  houses. 

Ke-location  could  reduce  the  number  of  houses  in  every  township 
in  the  county  at  least  one,  and  in  some  cases  as  many  as  four.  This 
change  would  largely  solve  our  financial  problem. 

The  following  statistics  v/ill  prove  the  reasonableness  of  the  as- 
sertion. 

Average 

Districts.  Number  of  Schools.         Daily  Attendance. 

Ayr,   9   211 

Belfast, 9   133 

Bethel,    8 122 

Brush  Creek,   7  91 

DubMn, 7   135 

Licking  Creek,  8   141 

McConnellsburg,   o  133 

Taylor, 8   166 

Thompson,    7   84 

Todd,   5 106 

Union, 6   99 

Wells, 5   Ill 

In  the  above  statistics,  we  find  the  average  attendance  per  school 
in  the  county  to  be  eighteen  pupils. 

The  average  attendance  of  one  school  in  the  county  was  as  low  as 
four  pupils.    Others  had  an  average  attendance  of  six. 

We  feel  that  every  child  born  into  the  world  has  a  right  to  an 
education,  but  we  feel  also  that  any  child  spending  its  school  life 
in  a  school  of  only  four  or  six  pupils  lacks  immeasurably  the  ad- 
A^antages  arising  from  child-association  as  well  as  from  the  spirit  of 
rivalry  which  is  always  essential  to  the  progress  of  a  child  in  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge. 

I  Avish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Pubic  Instruction  for  courteous 
treatment  and  valuable  help  given  during  the  year,  and,  especially, 
to  thank  Dr.  Schaeffer  for  his  efficient  serAdces  at  our  county  insti- 
tute, which  contributed  so  largely  to  make  it  one  of  great  merit  and 
success. 
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GKEENE  COUNTY— H.  D.  Freeland. 


Since  my  last  report  ou  school  conditions  in  Greene  county  was 
issued  many  changes  have  taken  place.  Due  of  course  to  the  great 
war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged,  our  school  problems  have  become 
very  serious  and  very  com^Dlex.  During  the  school  year  which  has 
just  closed  most  of  our  male  teachers  have  either  joined  that  patriotic 
band  who  are  now  fighting  for  Liberty  and  Civilization  or  are 
engaged  in  some  other  form  of  war  work  necessary  to  keep  our 
army  and  our  navy  at  their  best.  On  account  of  the  vacancies 
created  by  those  who  felt  it  their  duty  to  respond  when  they  heard 
their  country's  call,  many  entirely  inexperienced  teachers  were 
placed  in  responsible  positions.  Naturally  the  schools  were  com- 
pelled to  suffer.  It  could  not  be  otherwise.  But  however  much  the 
schools  may  have  been  impaired  by  the  changes  in  teachers,  there  is 
one  thing  of  which  we  feel  especially  proud.  That  is  the  spirit  in 
which  the  new  and  inexperienced  teachers  approached  their  work. 
They  have  labored  long  hours  and  strenuously  in  order  that  others 
might  be  released  to  go  '^to  the  front." 

Much  as  we  appreciate  the  noble  examples  and  the  professional 
instruction  of  our  lady  teachers,  yet  we  realize  that  our  schools  are 
weakened  ver}^  materially  by  the  loss  of  our  best  male  teachers. 
The  child  who  does  not  come  in  contact  with  a  strong,  Godly  man 
during  his  course  in  the  grades  has  missed  something  which  would 
have  made  him  stronger  for  the  battles  of  life.  We  hope  the  time 
may  soon  come  when  our  ranks  may  again  show  a  larger  percent- 
age of  good  male  teachers  than  at  present. 

But  little  that  is  new  has  been  undertaken  during  the  year  except 
war  measures.  We  have  aimed  to  keep  up  as  well  as  possible  all  of 
our  usual  school  activities  and  at  the  same  time  to  do  every  thing 
within  our  power  to  assist  in  winning  the  war.  Every  request 
made  by  the  government — either  state  or  national — has  been  care- 
fully heeded  and  complied  with.  Great  interest  has  been  shown  by 
both  teachers  and  pupils  in  Bond  Sales,  Eed  Cross  Work,  War 
Savings  Stamps,  etc.  In  each  of  the  campaigns  conducted  for  the 
various  purposes  our  county  has  gone  ''over  the  top."  And  to  no 
other  agency,  perhaps,  is  more  of  the  credit  for  this  good  record 
due  than  to  our  schools. 

A  Boys'  Working  Reserve  organized  in  our  county  has  furnished 
quite  a  number  of  patriotic  boys  to  the  farmers  to  help  raise  and 
harvest  the  crops.    In  addition  to  this  we  feel  that  the  organization 
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of  a  Girl's  Working  Reserve  should  be  affected.  Some  plan  at  least 
should  be  evolved  by  which  more  girls  might  be  classified  as  pro- 
ducers and  fewer  as  consumers  alone.  They  should  be  taught  to 
feel  more  responsibility  and  to  know  that  one  who  spends  her  after- 
noons in  a  hammock  under  a  shade  tree  or  who  spends  her  time  and 
her  parents'  money  at  soda  fountains,  and  nickleodeons  while  her 
brother  is  sweltering  in  some  farmer's  harvest  field  is  directly  the 
opposite  of  patriotic.  This  is  one  of  the  lessons  that  our  schools 
have  yet  to  impress  upon  their  pupils. 

Indications  are  that  well  qualified  teachers  will  be  scarce  in 
Greene  county  the  coming  term.  Many  young  folks  who  should  be 
still  attending  school  themselves  must  be  accepted  as  the  best, 
available  teachers;  but  we  are  resolved  to  make  the  best  possible 
out  of  the  present  unsatisfactory  conditions,  and  when  the  present 
world  war  for  democracy  and  civilization  shall  have  ended  we  feel 
confident  that  no  institution  in  our  land  will  have  done  its  part 
more  nobly  than  has  our  public  schools.  Neither  will  any  other 
institution  be  entitled  to  more  consideration  by  individuals,  legis- 
latures and  national  government.  Our  public  schools  have  been 
the  safe-guard  of  democracy  in  the  past.  In  them  rests  the  security 
of  democracy  in  the  future. 


HUNTINGDON  COUNTY— L.  E.  Boyer. 


Another  school  year  has  been  completed.  A  retrospective  view 
of  the  year's  work  shows  progress.  It  is  difficult  to  measure  the 
degree  of  educational  progress.  Material  progress  is  easily  meas- 
ured, but  it  requires  years  to  determine  the  progress  of  the  immor- 
tal soul. 

Our  teachers  did  splendid  work  during  the  term.  As  a  whole, 
they  were  energetic,  faithful,  professional,  and  successful  in  lasting 
results.  A  very  large  percentage  of  our  teachers  attended  school 
at  State  College,  Juniata  College,  and  normal  schools.  Teachers' 
reading  circles  were  organized  in  the  several  institute  districts  of 
the  county.  Turner's  Teaching  to  Read,  Bennett's  School  Efficiency, 
and  Foght's  Rural  Teacher  and  His  Work  were  carefully  outlined 
and  studied  by  the  teachers  at  these  meetings.  Our  rural  schools 
need  more  efficient  teachers  with  greater  professional  training. 
Increased  salaries  of  teachers  will  largely  better  school  conditions. 

A  modern  six-room  brick  building  was  erected  at  Robertsdale  in 
Wood  Township.     The  old  frame  building  was  totally  destroyed  by 
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fire  about  a  month  before  the  close  of  school  last  year.  The  new 
building  is  two  stories  high  and  accommodates  the  high  school  and 
five  grades.  The  study  and  recitation  rooms  are  thirty  feet  long, 
twenty-four  feet  wide,  and  thirteen  feet  high.  The  rooms  are  well 
lighted  with  groups  of  three  and  six  windows  each.  A  large  cloak 
room  is  connected  with  each  study  room.  The  building  contains  a 
spacious  hall  thirty  feet  long  by  twenty-four  feet  wide,  used  as  a 
club  or  reading  room.  The  building  is  thoroughly  equipped  with 
sanitary  toilets  and  a  modern  system  of  heating  and  ventilation. 

Extensive  repairs  and  improvements  were  placed  on  the  school 
property  at  Alexandria.  Modern,  sanitary  toilets  were  installed 
within  the  school  building. 

Believing  that  the  ''new"  rural  school  is  an  accompaniment  of 
better  practical  farming  conditions,  a  greater  effort  was  put  forth 
to  interest  and  instruct  the  boys  and  girls  in  scientific  farming.  As 
a  stimulus,  the  boys  and  girls'  contest  has  been  utilized.  Corn  grow- 
ing, potato  growing,  poultry,  and  canning  clubs  were  organized. 
One  hundred  thirty-three  boys  and  girls  were  enrolled  in  these  four 
different  clubs.  A  boys'  and  girls'  fair  was  held  in  Huntingdon 
during  three  days  of  institute  week.  A  number  of  schools  had 
splendid  exhibits  at  the  fair.  Prizes  were  very  generously  awarded. 
The  success  of  the  club  work  and  fair  was  largely  due  to  the  untiring 
efforts  of  Mr.  Emeigh,  the  farm  agent. 

On  September  8th,  interesting  teachers'  conferences  were  held  at 
Rockhill  in  the  forenoon  and  at  Huntingdon  in  the  afternoon. 
Prof.  Chas.  Lose  and  Supt.  W.  M:  Rife  gave  good,  practical  instruc- 
tion at  these  two  conferences.  Nine  local  conferences  were  held 
during  the  term.  These  conferences  were  very  helpful  to  the  live 
teacher. 

The  sixty-second  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  at  Hunting- 
don, during  week  of  October  29th.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  A.  B. 
Van  Ormer,  Dr.  George  H.  Tapy,  and  Hon.  S.  D.  Fess.  The  even- 
ing attractions  were  the  Galbraith  Brothers,  President  James  A. 
Burns,  Dr.  Edward  A.  Ott,  and  The  Karl  Barleben  Musical  Club. 

The  County  Directors'  Association  met  in  the  court  house  on 
Jan.  31st  and  Feb.  1st.  On  Thursday  evening.  Dr.  Van  Ormer 
delivered  one  of  his  most  popular  lectures,  "The  World's  Stupendous 
Hour." 

Parent-teacher's  meetings  were  regularly  held  in  a  number  of 
school  districts.  Bird,  Arbor,  and  Community  Day  was  generally 
observed  in  the  rural  schools  on  October  26th.  A  number  of  schools 
had  a  farm  exhibit  or  fair  with  their  community  programs.  The 
final  high  school  literary  contest  took  place  at  Juniata  College  on 
April  26th.  Four  prizes  were  awarded.  About  sixty  patriotic 
educational  meetings  were  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Public 
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Safety  Committee  of  the  county.  A  uniform  system  of  writing,  The 
Palmer  Method,  was  adopted  for  the  county.  A  uniform  daily  study 
and  recitation  program  was  sent  to  each  rural  teacher. 

We  are  sincerely  grateful  for  the  assistance  of  the  Department 
and  the  hearty  co-operation  of  directors,  teachers  and  patrons. 


INDIANA  COUNTY— James  F.  Chapman. 


The  schools  of  the  county  have  enjoyed  a  prosperous  year.  The 
activities  incident  to  the  war  received  due  attention.  Many  schools 
became  affiliated  with  the  Junior  Eed  Cross  movement.  Consider- 
able work  was  done  by  the  pupils,  and  many  schools  through  enter- 
tainments and  socials  realized  very  liberal  sums  to  be  used  in  the 
purchase  of  Eed  Cross  supplies.  Thrift  stamps  were  purchased  by 
many  pupils  and  teachers.  The  interest  in  such  activities  was  given 
much  impetus  by  meetings  held  in  the  school-houses  throughout  the 
county.  These  meetings  were  addressed  by  speakers,  sometimes 
from  the  county-seat  and  again  by  a  representative  of  the  school 
district.  A  number  of  communities  are  engaged  in  war  gardening. 
These  were  encouraged  by  most  helpful  suggestions  from  the  County 
Agriculturist.  While  these  activities  took  time  and  work  on  the  part 
of  the  schools,  yet  no  falling  off  in  the  interest  of  the  text-books 
was  noticeable. 

There  was  a  shortage  of  male  teachers  in  the  county  due  to  sixty 
per  cent,  of  the  male  teachers  of  1916  and  ^917  being  engaged  in 
some  phase  of  war  work.  When  the  proposed  draft  law  goes  into 
effect,  there  will  be  only  three  male  teachers  of  the  county  not  in 
the  draft.  The  shortage  is  being  overcome  by  districts  offering  bet- 
ter wages.  One  district,  Montgomery  township,  is  paying  as  much 
as  $100.00  per  month  for  a  teacher  in  a  country  school.  The  schools 
in  this  district  are  all  filled.  Advancing  the  wages  of  teachers  in 
proportion  to  wages  paid  in  other  lines  of  employment  seems  like 
a  sure  cure  for  the  dearth  of  teachers. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  v/as  generally  enforced.  Ii^  a 
few  districts,  however,  this  law  is  not  taken  seriously  enough.  It 
is  difficult  to  secure  a  person  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  a  truant 
officer,  and  the  secretary  often  neglects  his  duty  in  strictly  enforc- 
ing the  provisions  of  the  law. 

New  country  school  buildings  were  erected  in  a  number  of  dis- 
tricts. Indoor  closets  were  tried  out  and  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
The  new  buildings  planned  for  so  far  this  year  are  being  held  up 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  in  securing  material  and  labor. 
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The  schools  at  Clymer  and  Heilwood  were  equipped  with  appa- 
ratus for  laboratory  work  during  the  past  year.  This  adds  much 
to  the  High  School  work  in  these  districts. 

Educational  meetings  were  held  in  nearly  all  the  districts  of  the 
county.    These  meetings  are  most  helpful  to  young  teachers. 

The  superintendent  and  his  assistants  have  not  been  carrying 
on  any  new  tests  or  surveys,  but  have  been  concerned  most  exten- 
sively in  rendering  assistance  and  encouragement  to  young  teachers 
of  whom  we  have  many  in  this  county. 

We  ever  appreciate  the  courteous  treatment  accorded  us  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Instruction. 


JEFFEKSON  COUNTY— L.  Mayne  Jones. 


The  work  of  the  school  year,  as  has  been  our  custom  for  the  past 
four  years,  opened  with  a  School  of  Methods.  This  feature  of  our 
Avork  has  been  very  helpful  especially  to  the  younger  teachers. 

The  teaching  force  was  weakened  by  the  scarcity  of  teachers,  and 
the  consequent  lowering  of  the  standard  of  admission  to  the  ranks. 

The  County  Institute  proved  to  be  the  usual  interesting  event. 
Ex-Governor  Frank  B.  Willis,  Hon.  O.  T.  Corson,  Dr.  C.  B.  Robert- 
son, Miss  Ada  Van  Stone  Harris  and  others  gave  memorable 
addresses.  Patriotism  was  the  keynote  of  the  Institute.  During 
the  Institute  the  teachers  pledged  over  five  thousand  dollars  for 
the  War  Y.  M.  C.  A.  fund,  from  the  schools  of  the  county,  and  they 
made  good  their  promise. 

Play  festivals  and  community  meetings  on  the  order  of  those  of 
the  past  three  years  were  held  in  many  of  the  districts. 

The  Superintendent,  as  Director  of  Schools  for  public  meetings 
on  war  work,  arranged  for  numerous  public  meetings  on  the  various 
drives  according  to  the  plans  of  state  and  county  directors  of  this 
work.  The  people  at  all  times  made  a  generous  response  to  all 
appeals  in  any  work  related  to  the  war. 

As  I  was  not  seeking  reelection,  I  did  not  deem  it  wise  to  start 
any  new  campaigns  for  the  advancement  of  education  in  the  county, 
as  has  been  my  custom.  I  therefore,  do  not  have  an}^  new  special 
features  to  report  upon.  I  made' a  special  effort  to  respond  promptly 
to  all  calls  connected  with  the  war  work,  and  I  believe  that  our 
schools  made  a  commendable  effort  and  record  in  all  the  campaigns 
in  which  they  were  requested  to  help. 
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Owing  to  the  situation  explained  in  the  preceding  paragraph  my 
present  report  is  necessarily  brief. 

In  retiring  from  office  after  eleven  years  of  service  I  wish  to 
express  my  appreciation  for  courtesies  and  co-operation  received 
from  the  Department,  and  from  teachers,  directors,  the  general 
public  and  the  press. 

I  have  done  my  duty  as  it  has  been  given  me  to  see  it.  I  have 
tried  to  be  a  faithful  jjublic  servant,  and  to  do  the  best  thing  for 
the  schools  and  the  pupils  rather  than  to  seek  the  path  of  least 
resistance. 


JUNIATA  COUNTY— C.  E.  Kaufifman. 


A  careful  review  of  the  work  attempted  and  the  success  achieved 
in  the  schools  for  the  year  closed  reveals  the  value  of  the  public 
school  system  as  a  factor  in  national  life  and  clearly  points  out 
ways  and  means  through  which  the  schools  could  better  subserve 
the  present  and  future  Avelfare  of  its  wards. 

The  schools  have  linked  together  a  marvelous  chain  of  communi- 
cation in  this  war-time  crisis  for  dissemination  of  vital  information 
as  to  issues  involved  and  services  to  be  rendered,  extending  to  every 
remotest  section  of  the  land.  The  Publicity  Bureau,  also,  through 
local  institutes,  reached  the  people  in  all  sections,  thus  forming  and 
arousing  a  public  sentiment  and  welding  the  various  communities 
into  a  patriotic  body. 

The  war  activities  were  well  and  enthusiastically  supported  by 
both  the  scholars  and  teachers.  The  response  to  the  Eed  Cross  in 
money,  membership  and  material  was  most  gratifying.  The  mem- 
bership alone  was  increased  in  one  township  over  200,  while  the 
financial  returns  though  the  same  schools  were  about  |600.  The 
schools  of  the  county  have  contributed  very  materially  to  the  fund 
for  "comfort-kits"  for  "the  boys"  called  to  the  camps.  War-stamps 
have  been  freely  purchased  by  children  and  their  elders,  many 
times  from  slender  means  through  real  self-denial. 

Through  the  activities  of  the  newly  appointed  farm  agent  an 
added  impetus  for  betterment  of  agricultural  conditions,  with 
larger  returns,  has  been  made  possible.  The  county  being  almost 
exclusively  agricultural,  practically  every  family  had  its  own  gar- 
den, making  the  formal  organization  of  war  garden  activities  unnec- 
essary. 

The  school  attendance  during  the  school  year  was  lowered  by 
reason  of  labor  scarcity,  the  extreme  cold  winter  weather  and  the 
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partial  non-enforcement  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law.  The 
long  distances  for  small  children  in  many  cases  makes  it  almost 
impossible  for  regular  attendance,  especially  when  the  roads  are 
impassible  by  reason  of  drifted  snow  and  deep  mud.  Good  roads 
are  a  valuable  asset,  especially,  to  every  rural  community.  If  the 
compulsory  attendance  law  is  to  become  really  effective,  there  must 
be  other  and  better  provision  made  for  its  enforcement.  The  oppro- 
brium attached  to  its  proper  enforcement  and  the  ill-will  gained  by 
the  directors  are  deterrents  so  strong  as  to  nullify  its  provisions. 
The  outcome  of  prosecutions  for  alleged  violations  of  the  law  are 
so  uncertain  and  the  expense  so  certain  that  the  effort  of  enforce- 
ment seems  useless.  The  law  should  be  revised  with  provision  for 
compulsory  supply  of  clothing  by  the  township  authorities  in  cases 
of  indigence  so  that  in  any  event  no  child  shall  be  robbed  of  his  edu- 
cational birthright  through  weakness  of  statute  or  neglect  by  those 
charged  with  its  enforcement. 

Through  a  lax  system  of  taxation  there  is  a  lack  of  funds  to 
properlj'^  maintain  the  schools.  The  assessors  practically  exercise 
unlimited  discretion  as  to  valuations,  ranging  from  25%  to  80% 
dependent  in  many  cases,  its  seems  well  established,  upon  personal 
feeling  rather  than  official  probity,  thus  making  a  millage  the  maxi- 
mum for  school  purposes  and  yet  inadequate  for  school  needs. 

If  the  rural  schools  are  to  be  made  to  render  the  maximum  service 
capable  and  proportionate  to  the  needs  of  the  state,  it  would  seem 
advisable  for  the  state  to  devote  to  the  support  of  the  schools  a 
much  increased  appropriation,  available  from  sources  well  known 
by  competent  and  informed  persons,  with  no  detriment  to  the  true 
interests  of  the  state.  Upon  the  financial  support  given  to  the 
teachers  will  depend  the  quality  of  service  rendered  and  the  tenure 
of  office  for  men  and  women  of  proper  type  and  training.  By  very 
great  effort  the  schools  were  kept  in  session  during  the  school  year. 
Competent  persons  who  had  given  up  teaching  were  constrained  to 
aid  by  reason  of  patriotic  sentiments.  The  schools  were  perhaps 
better  managed  and  taught  than  during  previous  years  as  a  result 
of  the  service  rendered.  The  teacher-problem  for  the  coming  year 
is  much  more  serious.  With  few  exceptions  the  salaries  paid  by 
boards  of  directors  are  the  minimum  as  provided  in  the  Code.  The 
teachers  are,  therefore,  accepting  positions  with  a  monthly  stipend 
largely,  even  trebly  increased. 

Schools  adjacent  to  boroughs  are  being  abandoned  and  consol- 
idated affording  mutual  advantages  in  grading  and  financial  economy. 
The  same  policy  during  this  year  is  being  carried  out.  The4)arents 
and  pupils  have  all  practically  expressed  their  appreciation  of  con- 
solidation, where  the  distances  are  reasonable, 
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Much  has  been  accomplished  in  making  the  schools  pleasant  and 
comfortable.  The  majority  of  the  schools  have  proper  heating  and 
ventilating  systems.  An  effort  was  made  to  have  all  markings  of 
a  questionable  character  removed  from  desks,  walls  and  all  out- 
buildings with  a  large  measure  of  success.  A  serious  problem  con- 
nected with  proper  and  sanitary  toilets  exists  in  some  of  the  rural 
districts,  which  can  be  remedied  only  by  drastic  action  on  the  part 
of  the  school  department.  A  minimum  standard  of  building,  con- 
structed at  a  suitable  distance  from  the  school  house,  accessible  by 
proper  walks  in  all  conditions  of  weather,  with  provision  for  an 
interior  possible  to  be  kept  clean  and  fit  for  use,  is,  perhaps,  the 
most  urgent  need  of  the  country  school. 

Fermanagh  township  has  taken  preliminary  ateps  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  school  grounds  for  the  protection  of  the  pupils  who  have 
hitherto  been  exxDosed  to  the  dangers  of  passing  vehicles  of  all 
descriptions. 

In  appreciation  for  the  generous  api^ropriations  received  from  the 
state  in  aid  of  the  high  schools,  the  various  boards  of  directors  have 
Avithout  exception  added  equipment  according  to  their  most  urgent 
needs. 

There  is  a  growing  disposition  among  directors  to  furnish  more 
and  better  supplies  for  the  schools.  Patrons  are  also  more  insist- 
ent for  improved  school  conditions  as  to  housing,  sanitation  and 
effective,  progressive  methods  that  shall  best  fit  and  train  the  chil- 
dren for  sane,  helpful  living. 

The  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held,  Kov.  12-16.  The  keynote 
of  the  institute  was  embodied  in  the  motto,  "Service."  The 
"Patriotic  Eally"  on  Thursday .  afternoon  was  a  notable  success. 
All  of  the  sessions  of  the  institute  were  well  attended,  and  the 
instruction  given  was  helpful,  inspiring  and  timely. 

The  evening  entertainments  were  received  very  appreciatively  by 
the  splendid  audiencies  during  the  entire  week.  The  attractions 
viere  of  such  a  character  as  to  cultivate  the  finer  emotions  and 
inspire  higher  ideals  of  living. 

The  Directors'  Association  convened  on  Wednesday  and  continued 
in  session  on  Thursday,  ^ov.  14-15.  The  two-day  meeting  was  an 
innovation,  but  it  proved  quite  popular  with  the  members  of  the 
convention.  A  very  important  part  of  the  program  was  the  illus- 
trated lecture  on  sanitation  by  I)r.  Wm.  C.  Miller,  state  health 
department.  Practical  questions  of  school  management  were  dis- 
cussed by  Drs.  Van  Ormer  and  Bigelow.  Prof.  Eicher  gave  an 
exposition  of  the  Vocational  School,  creating  an  interest  in  that 
phase  of  school  work  which  promises  to  bear  tangible  results. 

Grateful  appreciation  of  the  helpful  assistance  rendered  by  the 
State   Department   is   duly  acknowledged.      The   uniform    courtesy 
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and  kindness  manifested  on  all  occasions  from  all  the  officials  with 
whom  I  have  come  in  contact  causes  me  to  be  doubly  grateful. 

Sincere  acknowledgment  is  made  to  teachers,  students,  county 
officials,  directors  and  the  general  public  whose  courtesies,  aid, 
counsel  and  good-will  have  made  the  work  pleasant,  and,  may  I  hope, 
fruitful  in  the  lives  of  the  children. 


LACKAWANNA  COUNTY— J.  C.  Taylor. 


No  great  changes  occurred  in  our  schools  last  year,  but  gradually 
the  pressure  of  war  work  is  diminishing  the  time  and  energy  that 
can  be  given  to  the  schools.  The  large  number  of  young  men  drafted 
has  made  it  impossible  to  get  sufficient  labor  to  do  the  necessary 
work  on  the  farms,  and  this  has  caused  many  of  the  older  students 
to  leave  school, — some  permanently,  and  others  for  part  of  the 
term.  Added  to  this  is  a  large  amount  of  time  given  by  teachers 
and  students  to  various  kinds  of  war  work  which  also  militates 
against  the  schools. 

Health  was  generally  good  except  in  a  few  districts  where 
measles  prevailed.  A  period  of  extremely  cold  weather  also  pre- 
vented the  younger  children  from  attending  school  for  a  Avhile. 

But  in  spite  of  these  hindrances,  the  work  of  the  schools  was 
fairly  good. 

Final  Examination  for  Eighth  Grade  Pupils. 

This  examination  was  held  in  all  the  high  schools  in  the  county 
and  was  taken  by  all  eighth  grade  pupils  both  in  rural  and  in  high 
schools.  The  number  of  graded  school  students  examined  was  162, 
nearly  all  of  whom  will  enter  high  school  in  September.  The  num- 
ber of  rural  school  students  examined  was  54;  of  these  33  received 
high  school  admission  cards.  The  number  examined  and  promoted 
in  rural  school  districts  is  about  one-half  of  the  usual  number. 
This  large  decrease  is  the  result  of  non-attendance  or  irregular 
attendance  resulting  from  war  work. 

Teachers'  Training  Class. 

A  training  class  for  teachers  holding  professional  certificates  was 
formed  early  in  the  year.  Fourteen  meetings  were  held  during  the 
year  in  the  office  of  the  county  superintendent.  There  were  fourteen 
members  in  this  class.     Common  Br^^nches  were  reviewed  including 
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Civil  Government  and  Algebra.  Instruction  was  also  given  in  the 
elements  of  vocal  music,  general  history,  White's  Elements  of 
Pedagogy,  and  Kemp's  History  of  Education.  All  but  two  merabers 
of  this  classes  were  examined  and  received  the  professional  certifi- 
cate. 

The  County  Institute. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute,  held  during  the  week  of  October 
29-November  2,  1917,  was  one  of  the  most  interesting  ever  held  in 
this  county.  The  speakers  were  Dr.  James  J.  Walsh,  of  Fordham 
University;  Dr.  Arthur  Henry  Harrop,  of  Albion  College;  State 
Supt.  M.  P.  Shawkey,  of  West  Virginia ;  Miss  Alice  M.  Faulkner  and 
Prof.  John  T.  Watkins,  both  of  this  city.  There  were  507  teachers 
enrolled  and  the  average  attendance  was  470.  A  violent  storm  on 
Tuesday  stopped  the  street  cars  and  prevented  many  of  the  teachers 
from  reaching  the  institute  during  the  forenoon.  This  made  our 
average  attendance  low. 

Our  teachers'  reading  course,  adopted  at  the  institute,  includes 
Kirkpatrick's  "The  Rural  School  from  Within,"  La  Eue's  "Making 
the  Most  of  the  Children,"  Wm.  Hawley  Smith's  "All  the  Children 
of  All  the  People,"  and  the  Pathfinder,  a  weekly  magazine  on  current 
events.  The  committee  on  teachers'  meetings  divided  the  county  into 
13  local  institute  districts  and  fixed  the  date  of  meeting  for  each 
month.  In  these  monthly  meetings,  the  teachers  studied  the  teachers' 
reading  course  and  also  discussed  current  problems  arising  in  the 
school  room. 


The  School  Directors'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  School  Directors'  Association  was 
held  in  the  Court  House  on  Thursday,  December  13,  1917.  The 
speakers  from  abroad  were  Dr.  Bj-ron  W.  King,  of  Pittsburgh,  and 
Dr.  L.  H.  Dennis,  of  Harrisburg.  Addresses  were  given  by  President 
E.  B.  Rogers,  Supt.  M.  W.  Cummings,  and  J.  C.  Taylor.  Music  was 
furnished  by  the  Schubert  Male  Quartette  and  readings  were  given 
by  Miss  Alice  M.  Faulkner.  An  excellent  report  of  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  State  Association  of  School  Directors  was  given  by  Secre- 
tary A.  D.  Dean.  President  E.  B.  Rogers,  Secretary  A.  D.  Dean, 
and  Vice-President  Geo.  J.  Ash  were  re-elected.  The  newly  elected 
officers  were:  Vice-President  John  Flanagan,  and  Treasurer  E.  R. 
Kreitner.  One  hundred  twenty-five  directors  were  present.  Order 
and  attention  were  excellent.  A  number  of  the  directors  were 
accompanied  by  their  wives  and  daughters.  This  was  ■►probably  the 
most  enjoyable  meeting  ever  held  in  this  county. 
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Improvements  in  Rural  Schools. 

Since  the  consolidation  of  Newton  and  Greenfield  schools,  we  have 
only  66  one-room  schools  in  the  county.  All  but  7  of  these  have  a 
Waterman-Waterbury  heater,  which  not  only  heats  but  also  ven- 
tilates a  room  well.  All  rural  schools  should  have  some  kind  of 
ventilating  heater.  Chemical  closets  are  in  use  in  several  districts. 
Scott  installed  22  chemical  closets  last  year.  The  time  is  not  far 
distant  when  all  rural  schools  will  be  equipped  with  modern  chem- 
ical closets,  and  the  unspeakably  foul  and  insanitary  outside  closet 
will  no  longer  exist. 

Consolidation  of  Rural  Schools. 

Consolidation  is  not  expedient  in  all  districts,  but  for  a  large 
majority  it  is.  The  great  obstacle  is  the  cost  of  transportation.  A 
large  part  of  this  burden  should  be  assumed  by  the  State,  because  it 
is  a  special  expense  to  rural  schools  and  has  no  counterpart  in  the 
schools  of  boroughs  and  cities.  The  law  should  be  modified.  Chil- 
dren should  gather  along  a  main  road.  Closely  connected  with  con- 
solidation is  the  subject  of  good  roads.  Good  roads  go  hand  in  hand 
with  good  schools. 

Un-American  Schools. 

We  have  among  us  millions  of  aliens  who  do  not  love  this  coun- 
try, and  while  many  of  them  are  voters,  they  do  not  know  the  mean- 
ing of  Americanism.  This  is  largely  our  fault.  We  have  been  con- 
tent to  have  them  work  in  our  mines  and  mills,  build  our  railroads, 
and  do  all  kinds  of  laborious  work.  But  we  have  shamefully  neg- 
lected our  duty  toward  these  alien  peoples ;  for  we  have  not  educated 
them  in  our  language  and  customs,  and  have  not  taught  them  the 
meaning  of  American  citizenship. 

It  has  required  the  supreme  calamity  of  a  "World  War"  to  teach 
us  that  we  have  in  our  midst  a  host  of  enemy  aliens  who  are  actually 
hostile  to  our  government.  All  this  must  be  changed,  if  America 
is  to  continue  to  be  the  refuge  of  the  down-trodden  of  all  lands.  If 
this  condition  is  not  changed,  if  these  aliens  are  not  educated  and 
Americanized,  our  free  institutions  will  be  destroyed,  and  the  great 
experiment  in  self-government  will  end  in  failure.  But  it  must  not 
fail.  The  duty  so  long  neglected  must  be  taken  up  with  energy  and 
decision.  The  solution  of  the  problem  is  education.  For  the  alien 
children  our  public  schools  are  sufficient,  if  their  influence  is  not 
nullified  by  un-American  influences.  Among  these  influences  are 
alien  schools,  where  under  the  cloak  of  teaching  religion,  alien 
priests  teach  in  an  alien  language.  With  this  flimsy  excuse  these 
alien  children  are  withdrawn  from  the  civilizing  and  Americanizing 
influence  of  our  public  schools,  and  grow  up  aliens  instead  of  becom- 
ing American  citizens. 
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All  schools  which  prevent  any  part  of  the  children  from  regular 
attendance  in  American  public  schools  are  un-American  and  should 
be  abolished.  For  the  adult  aliens  special  evening  schools  should 
be  established  and  attendance  should  be  compulsory  until  the  alien 
has  learned  to  read  and  write  our  language  and  has  a  fair  knowl- 
edge of  our  national  history  and  plan  of  government,  and  has  also 
learned  the  duties  of  American  citizenship.  When  he  has  mastered 
these  things  and  not  before  should  he  have  the  right  to  cast  a  ballot 
or  hold  an  office. 


LANCASTER  COUNTY— Daniel  Fleisher. 


The  good  results  of  the  closer  supervision  of  the  schools  made 
possible  by  the  appointment  of  three  assistants  is  noticeable.  During 
the  year  Mr,  G.  Read  Alexander,  one  of  the  able  assistants,  was 
called  into  military  service  and  thus  the  county  lost  a  valuable  and 
popular  supervisor.  Wherever,  he  went  he  brought  to  the  teachers 
helpful  suggestions  and  encouragement. 

Although  at  times  the  roads  were  inpassable  the  superintendent 
Avas  again  able  to  see  the  work  of  the  661  teachers  of  the  county. 
From  the  assistants  some  of  the  younger  teachers  received  from 
two  to  four  visits. 

The  Teachers. 

A  good  professional  spirit  exists  in  the  county.  The  teachers  who 
are  willing  to  stand  still  are  few.  Many  have  been  attending  the 
summer  school  at  Millersville  and  others  have  been  elsewhere.  The 
influence  of  this  tendency  toward  growth  and  advancement  on  the 
part  of  the  teachers  is  felt  throughout  the  county.  By  coming  into 
contact  with  the  progressive  teachers  even  those  who  do  not  attend 
these  schools  are  led  to  take  a  broader  view  of  their  work. 

Inexperienced  Teachers. 

Up  to  the  present  directors  have  been  obliged  to  employ  too  many 
young  people  who  have  had  no  regular  training  in  mehods.  Of  the 
beginners  34  were  graduates  of  a  normal  school  while  46  had  no 
special  training  for  the  work  of  teaching.  All  holding  provisional 
certificates  were  requested  to  get  some  idea  of  their  duties  by 
attending  a  special  school  of  methods  held  for  one  week  at  Millers- 
ville Normal.  This  school  was  largely  attended  by  teachers  from 
Lebanon  and  York  counties  and  tlie  superintendents  and  the  assist- 
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ants  from  the  three  counties  gave  practical  suggestions.  The  impor- 
tant work,  however,  was  the  help  given  hj  the  educational  experts 
of  the  normal  school. 

New  Buildings. 

On  account  of  conditions  due  to  the  war,  building  operations  have 
been  deferred.  In  a  number  of  districts  the  need  of  better  houses 
is  felt,  and  the  desires  to  make  improvements  is  general,  but  only 
the  most  pressing  needs  are  considered.  Clay  township  has  to  its 
credit  a  fine  modern  one-room  building.  This  is  the  fourth  building 
erected  in  that  district  within  six  years.  The  township  stands  first 
in  the  number  of  new  houses.  The  directors  deserve  much  credit 
for  their  interest  in  the  physical  and  moral  welfare  of  the  children. 

The  magnificent  new  building  at  Lititz  will  be  occupied  next  year. 
In  the  erection  of  this  home  for  the  children  of  this  progressive 
borough  the  directors  wisely  looked  to  the  future.  Provision  has 
been  made  for  the  future  expansion  in  the  different  departments. 
The  people  are  to  be  congratulated  for  the  manner  in  which  they 
gave  support  to  the  directors. 

Earl  township  lost  a  good  building  through  fire  from  an  over- 
heated stove.  The  pupils  of  this  school  were  transferred  to  other 
schools  and  steps  were  taken  to  erect  a  new  building. 


The  Attendance. 

The  scarcity  of  labor  in  this  agricultural  community  is  given  as 
an  excuse  for  keeping  many  children  under  14  out  of  school  at  the 
beginning  of  the  term.  The  short  time  spent  each  year  by  some  of 
the  pupils  in  the  study  of  the  elementary  branches  results  in  poor 
preparation  for  high  school  work.  Even  though  unprepared  for 
advanced  work,  when  the  high  school  age  is  reached  the  young  peo- 
ple are  unwilling  to  remain  in  the  grades  to  which  they  properly 
belong. 

Vocational  Schools. 

Only  one  district  has  been  willing  to  take  steps  toward  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  vocational  school.  The  directors  of  West  Lampeter 
township  have  had  in  operation  for  several  years  a  school  that  is 
taking  high  rank.  The  building  is  well  adapted  to  the  present 
needs  and  a  strong  faculty  has  been  employed.  The  work  in  all 
the  departments  is  appealing  to  the  people  of  this  progressive  dis- 
trict. An  exceptionally  strong  board  of  directors  has  charge  of  the 
school,  and  these  men  are  always  ready  to  take  advanced  steps. 
The  influence  of  this  school  is  felt  throughout  the  county. 

6—11—1919 
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Standard  Schools. 

Eighty-one  schools  reached  the  standard  class.  The  effect  of  the 
classification  of  schools  has  been  good.  Better  equipment  and  more 
attractive  surroundings  are  found  in  many  cases.  Local  pride  has 
been  stimulated. 

Other  Activities. 

Nearly  all  the  teachers  have  tried  to  do  their  part  in  the  various 
war  activities.  Even  the  non-resistant  bodies  have  cheerfully  rallied 
to  the  call  for  aid  in  relieving  distress.  Through  Red  Cross  effort 
and  the  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps  the  pupils  have  displayed  a  loyal  and 
philanthropic  spirit. 

The  public  press  has  been  a  great  educational  influence  in  this 
county.  Space  has  been  freely  given  for  items  of  interest  with  ref- 
erence to  the  schools  and  these  notes  have  had  a  marked  tendency 
toward  molding  a  favorable  school  sentiment. 


LAWRENCE  COUNTY— R.  G.  LesUe. 


A  review  of  the  work  and  the  results  achieved  during  the  past 
school  year  shows  some  decided  advancements  and  many  improve- 
ments. 

New  Wilmington  established  an  agricultural  department  in  con- 
nection with  their  high  school.  This  department  under  the  direction 
of  Prof.  James  Veazy  has  proven  very  successful.  The  work  being 
done  in  this  department  is  very  closely  related  to  actual  farm 
work.  The  students  here  have  made  corn  testing  apparatus  and 
have  tested  most  of  the  seed  corn  in  the  community.  A  test  of  nine 
hundred  ears  can  be  made  at  one  time.  This  has  proven  to  be  not 
only  valuable  lessons  for  the  students,  but  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  good  seed  corn,  has  been  of  great  advantage  to  the  farmers  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  Wilmington. 

Union  township  completed  a  four-room  building.  This  building 
is  a  modern  fireproof  brick  structure,  and  located  in  a  rapidly  grow- 
ing district  which  promises  to  have  a  large  population  in  a  few 
years.  The  directors  of  this  township  are  wisely  looking  to  the 
future  and  as  a  result  this  building  is  constructed  so  as  to  admit 
of  addition  of  units  of  four  rooms  until  a  twenty  or  twenty-four 
room  building  is  completed.  This  building  is  located  on  splendid 
school  grounds  of  three  acres  and  is  one  of  the  most  nicely  located 
buildings  in  the  county.     The  opening  of  this  building  permitted 


No.  11.  LAWRENCE  COUNTY.  83 

the  grading  of  several  schools  in  that  section  of  the  township,  as 
care  was  used  in  the  location  of  the  building  with  that  end  in  view. 
The  fifth,  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades  from  five  schools  were 
consolidated  in  this  building,  thereby  giving  the  teachers  and  pupils 
of  these  schools  an  opportunity  to  do  better  work. 

Two  schools  of  this  township  met  the  requirements  and  were 
approved  as  County  Standard  Schools.  These  are  the  first  and 
only  Standard  schools  in  the  County. 

Pulaski  township  has  completed  a  splendid  two-room  building  at 
New  Bedford.  The  old  school  site  being  small,  and  there  being  no 
opportunity  to  secure  sufficient  additional  ground,  was  abandoned 
and  a  new  site  of  two  acres  was  purchased  on  which  is  erected  a 
modern  well-lighted,  heated  and  ventilated  building  with  an  excel- 
lent basement  under  the  entire  building. 

Bessemer  Borough  has  awarded  the  contract  for  a  new  brick 
building  of  nine  rooms  which  will  be  ready  for  use  by  September 
first. 

Considerable  attention  was  given  by  the  directors  throughout  the 
county  to  the  repairing  of  buildings  and  putting  them  in  good  con- 
dition before  school  opened  last  September.  Additional  windows 
were  put  in  several  buildings  in  order  to  meet  the  requirements  for 
light.  The  interior  of  many  buildings  was  painted  or  papered  and 
new  furniture  was  bought  for  others. 

As  a  whole  Lawrence  county  had  a  loyal,  earnest,  hard-working, 
conscientious  corps  of  teachers.  While  there  were  a  number  of 
teachers  without  experience,  there  was  not  a  single  failure  in  the 
entire  teaching  force.  All  the  schools  were  visited  early  in  the 
term  in  order  to  know  where  help  would  be  most  needed  during  the 
year.  In  all  518  visits  were  made.  Assistant  County  Superintend- 
ent Shields  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  master  in  dealing  with  the 
many  dilficult  problems  arising  in  the  school  room. 

Eight  teachers  from  the  County  have  gone  to  the  army.  They  are: 
Leonard  Zedaker,  Homer  Fetterolf,  Paul  Sweeney,  Loy  Weller,  Glen 
McKinney,  Horace  Vance,  Frank  Burton  and  Ivan  Dinsmore.  Paul 
J.  Simison,  a  school  director  from  Volant  Borough  and  secretary 
of  that  board  is  also  in  the  army. 

While  not  forgetting  nor  neglecting  the  important  work  for  which 
they  are  organized,  the  schools  have  been  active  in  war  work  during 
the  past  term.  In  all  three  bond  issues,  teachers  and  pupils  have 
subscribed  and  have  been  active  in  securing  subscribers.  The  boys 
in  the  high  schools  subscribed  liberally  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  War  Work 
Fund.  Teachers  and  pupils  have  been  active  in  the  Thrift  Stamp 
Campaign  and  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  stamps  have  been  pur- 
chased by  pupils.  The  pupils  of  the  Hillsville  schools  in  Mahoning 
Township  alone  buying  over  eleven  hundred  dollars  worth  of 
stamps. 
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A  most  successful  Corn  Growing  Contest  was  conducted  through 
the  schools  in  which  one  hundred  thirty-five  boys  and  girls  partici- 
pated. Cash  prfees  to  the  amount  of  seventy-five  dollars  were  con- 
tributed by  the  Lawrence  Savings  and  Trust  Company.  Each  boy 
and  girl  who  finished  the  contest  displayed  ten  ears  of  corn  which 
were  judged  by  Prof.  C.  G.  McBride  of  State  College  and  on  which 
prizes  were  awarded,  The  Board  of  Trade  of  New  Castle  gave  a 
banquet  to  all  the  boys  and  girls  who  completed  the  contest. 

The  Annual  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  the  New  Castle  High 
School  Auditorium  Sept.  3rd  to  7th.  The  instructors  were:  Dr. 
Robt.  J.  Aley,  University  of  Maine,  Dr.  Fred  L.  Keeler,  Supt.  of 
Public  Instruction,  Michigan,  Dr.  Chas.  Zueblin,  Boston,  Mass.,  Dr. 
J.  Linwood  Eisenburg,  Slippery  Rock,  Pa.,  Prof.  Thomas  W.  John, 
Musical  Director  and  Miss  Leta  Johns,  accompanist.  Entertain- 
ment was  furnished  by  the  Metropolitan  Artists  and  by  Miss  Enda 
Case, 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  School  Directors  of  Law- 
rence county  was  held  at  the  Court  House,  December  14th  and 
15th,  1917.  This  convention  was  interesting  and  helpful  and  was 
well  attended  by  the  Directors.  Many  of  the  teachers  of  the  county 
availed  themselves  of  the  opfjortunity  to  attend  the  sessions  of  Sat- 
urday. The  instructors  were:  Dr.  R.  B.  Teitrick,  Deputy  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  Dr.  Francis 
B.  Pearson,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  Prof.  C.  C.  Green,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  Beaver 
Falls,  Pa. 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  the  counsel,  help  and  advice  so  freely 
given,  and  to  the  press  of  the  county  for  their  courtesy  in  publishing 
reports,  notices  and  items  of  interest  to  the  schools. 


LEBANON  COUNTY— John  W.  Snoke. 


One  can  conscientiously  report  that  the  schools  of  our  county  have 
been  uniformly  successful  during  the  past  year.  Perhaps  in  no 
other  school  term  than  in  the  one  just  closed  have  our  schools  made 
more  substantial  progress.  This  prosperous  condition  is  due,  in  a 
very  large  measure,  to  a  complete  unification  of  the  factors  which 
comprise  the  school  machinery,  the  directors,  the  teachers,  the  super- 
intendents, the  patrons  and  the  pupils.  When  the  greatest  harmony 
prevails  among  these  factors,  so  that  every  effort  put  forth  by  all  of 
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them  points  toAvard  the  improvement  of  school  conditions,  success 
must  inevitably  follow,  while,  on  the  contrary,  schools  cannot  pros- 
per where  there  is  discord  among  these  various  school  factors. 

The  most  important  of  these  factors,  beyond  a  doubt,  is  the  teacher. 
Where  exceptionally  strong  teachers  are  employed  there  always  pre- 
vails a  maximum  amount  of  co-operation.  Hence  the  procuring  of 
none  but  the  very  best  teachers  is  both  wisdom  and  economy.  These 
can  be  procured  only  by  paying  salaries  that  are  commensurate  with 
those  paid  for  skilled  labor  in  the  various  industries,  and  with  those 
earned  by  men  and  women  in  the  other  professions.  One  of  the 
most  commendable  acts  of  our  directors  was  the  one  which  provided 
for  an  increase  in  our  teachers'  salaries.  Many  of  our  boards  gave 
liberal  increases.  The  coming  school  term  will  find  very  few  teach- 
ers, if  any,  employed  in  our  county  at  the  minimum  salary  fixed  by 
the  last  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  Let  us  sincerely  hope  that  the 
public  may  year  after  year  more  fully  appreciate  the  work  of  the 
efi&cient  teacher  and  show  its  appreciation  of  the  services  of  such 
teachers  by  electing  to  the  office  of  school  directors,  only  men  who 
Avill  give  our  children  the  best  in  teachers,  buildings,  apparatus, 
books,  etc.,  that  money  can  procure. 

During  the  last  few  years  the  personnel  of  our  teachers  was  ma- 
terially changed.  The  war  conditions  brought  about  a  great  change 
in  our  industries.  Men  and  women  left  the  school  room  because  they 
could  earn  practically  twice  as  much  money  in  a  year  in  the  industries. 
Later  when  our  country  declared  war  with  Germany,  many  of  our 
young  men  were  drafted  into  military  service  while  quite  a  few  en- 
listed. A  few  of  our  female  teachers  are  employed  in  the  various 
departments  of  our  federal  government.  These  conditions  have 
made  the  teacher  problem  one  of  our  most  serious  problems.  The 
qualifications  of  teachers  had  to  be  lowered  to  a  certain  extent.  To 
offset  the  seriousness  of  this  condition,  we  gave  this  matter  our  best 
attention  early  in  the  school  term.  On  January  12,  1918,  we  called 
a  meeting  of  all  our  high  school  principals  for  the  purpose  of  discuss- 
ing the  situation  with  them.  It  was  decided  that  all  the  principals 
should  take  up  the  work  of  teaching  with  their  respective  senior 
classes,  thus  ascertaining  the  number  of  prospective  teachers  for  the 
coming  school  year.  We  took  up  the  matter  with  the  various  school 
boards  to  whom  we  proposed  that  we  would  grant  certificates  to 
all  such  prospective  teachers  to  whom  they  promise  schools,  with  the 
provision  that  each  must  spend  at  least  six  weeks  in  a  school  giving 
special  attention  to  the  professional  training  of  teachers.  As  a  re- 
sult of  the  attention  given  to  this  phase  of  the  present  teacher  prob- 
lem, at  least  tweny-five  young  men  and  women,  all  graduates  of  our 
high  schools,  are  attending  the  summer  school  at  the  Millersville 
State  Normal  SchooL      Dr.  Harbold,  the  late  principal  of  this  normal 
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school,  provided  a  school  of  observation  in  which  all  these  people 
daily  observe  one  hour's  teaching  by  an  expert  teacher.  From  pres- 
ent indications  we  will  have  only  one  teacher  employed  who  will  not 
have,  at  least,  this  minimum  training. 

During  the  last  week  of  August  our  teachers  holding  the  provisional 
certificate,  with  a  few  exceptions,  attended  the  School  of  Methods  at 
the  Millersville  State  Normal  School. 

The  four  teachers'  associations  of  our  county  each  held  a  full  day 
session  early  in  the  school  year.  Miss  Hulda  Brust,  supervisor  of  the 
primary  work  in  the  schools  of  Frederick,  Md.,  gave  most  valuable 
instruction  to  the  teachers  of  the  primary  association.  Dr.  Hull  of 
the  Millersville  State  Normal  School,  Dr.  Grim  of  the  Keystone 
State  Normal  School,  Supt.  E.  M.  Balsbaugh  of  Lebanon  and  Prof.  H. 
E.  Gehman  of  Ephrata,  gave  the  most  helpful  instructions  to  the 
teachers  of  the  other  associations.  This  sj^stem  of  the  organization 
of  our  teachers  enables  us  to  do  very  specific  work  with  the  teachers 
in  the  various  grades  as  well  as  with  those  in  our  rural  schools.  Every 
teacher  belonging  to  the  primary  assoi cation,  forty-nine  in  number,  at 
tended  their  session^  The  attendance  at  the  sessions  of  the  other 
associations  was  well-nigh  perfect. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Lebanon,  October  8th 
to  12th,  1917.  Every  teacher  was  in  attendance.  The  instructors 
were  Dr.  Charles  Zeublin  of  Boston,  Dr.  C.  T.  McFarlane  of  Columbia 
University,  and  Dr.  Ambrose  Suhrie,  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Prof.  J.  C.  Taylor  of  Lancaster  conducted  the  music.  The 
instructions  were  helpful  and  inspiring. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  December  14th  and  15th,  1917, 
at  Lebanon.  The  instructors  were  Superintendents  W.  M.  Evans  and 
M.  S.  Bentz  and  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes.  The  instructions  were  of  a 
most  practical  and  interesting  character.  Owing  to  a  severe  blizzard 
the  attendance  was  small. 

Prior  to  the  holding  of  our  annual  Corn  Show  and  Fruit  Exhibition 
which  was  held  under  the  direction  of  the  Agricultural  and  Horticul- 
tural Association  of  Lebanon  county,  on  December  7th  and  8th,  at 
Lebanon,  we  held  twelve  toAvnship  Corn  Shows,  representing  the  same 
number  of  Boys'  Agricultural  and  Girls'  Domestic  Science  Clubs. 
These  meetings  were  held  in  most  cases,  in  central  school  buildings 
and  were  largely  attended  by  the  public.  The  banks  of  Lebanon 
county  make  an  annual  contribution  which  is  awarded  at  these  vari- 
ous shows  as  premiums  for  the  finest  exhibits.  In  this  kind  of  work 
we  were  ably  assisted  by  Mr.  A.  C.  Berger,  Extension  Representative 
of  the  Lebanon  County  Farm  Bureau,  Hon.  Edgar  A.  Weimar,  Mr. 
D.  .1.  Leopold  and  Mr.  John  L.  Sherk,  all  of  Lebanon.  Much  of  the 
success  of  these  club  activities  is,  however,  to  be  credited  to  the  inter- 
est taken  in  rural  communitv  activities  bv  the  directors  and  teachers 
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of  the  townships  in  which  they  were  held.  It  is  ardently  hoped  that 
all  our  teachers  and  directors  in  every  rural  district  may  become 
sincerely  enthusiastic  in  this  phase  of  school  activity. 

Three  successful  local  institutes  were  held  following  the  county 
institute  and  the  teachers'  association  meetings.  Owing  to  severely 
inclement  weather  our  last  local  institute  was  not  held.  The  in- 
stitutes were  well  attended  by  the  teachers  and  a  fine  spirit  was  mani- 
fested; but  during  recent  years  we  have  failed  to  arouse  any  consid- 
erable amount  of  interest  in  these  meetings  on  the  part  of  our  patrons 
which  in  my  judgment  is  the  main  function  of  the  local  institute. 
District  institute,  teachers'  meetings,  parents'  meetings,  spelling  bees 
and  school  entertainments  were  held  in  many  districts.  South  Ann- 
ville,  North  Annville,  South  Lebanon  and  North  Lebanon  districts 
continue  to  take  the  lead  in  these  community  activities. 

Partial  consolidation  of  schools  had  its  beginning  in  our  county 
this  year.  In  Heidelburg  district  four  schools  were  closed  and  the 
children  of  the  weaker  schools  were  transported  to  graded  schools. 
This  plan  was  at  first  opposed  but  in  the  majority  of  cases  the  people 
now  prefer  to  send  their  children  to  graded  schools.  In  Millcreek 
district  one  school,  consisting  of  about  ten  children  was  closed  and 
the  pupils  were  conveyed  to  another  weak  school  nearby.  In  this 
district  all  pupils  of  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  were  conveyed  to 
a  grammar  school  thus  partially  grading  the  rural  schools.  The 
South  Lebanon  district  board  passed  a  resolution  providing  for  the 
consolidation  of  all  its  rural  schools  and  the  organization  of  a  voca- 
tional school ;  but  due  to  the  war  conditions  which  have  brought  about 
a  high  cost  of  both  labor  and  material,  the  execution  of  the  project 
has  been  postponed.  However  the  board  of  this  district  has  decided 
to  close  three  of  their  weaker  schools  the  coming  year.  The  consoli- 
dation of  schools  wherever  feasible  would  materially  help  to  solve  the 
present  teacher  problem. 

Annville  district,  Palmyra  and  Independent  boroughs  have  organ- 
ized courses  in  Domestic  Science.  Palmyra  and  Independent  bor- 
oughs have  also  organized  courses  in  Manual  Training.  These  dis- 
tricts have  also  employed  special  teachers  of  music  and  drawing. 
Annville  and  Palmyra  have  successfully  conducted  continuation 
schools. 

I  have  said  enough  to  show  that  the  essential  work  of  our  public 
schools  has  been  stressed,  notwithstanding  the  great  interest  taken 
in  the  patriotic  movements  of  our  country  in  the  time  of  the  greatest 
conflict  in  all  history.  The  response  from  the  schools  to  the  appeal 
of  our  government  was  enthusiastic.  The  endeavors  receiving  great- 
est support  are  War  Saving  Stamps,  Red  Cross  and  Junior  Red  Cyoss, 
Food  Conservation,  Liberty  Bonds  and  the  study  of  current  national 
and  international  events  by  the  use  of  such  publications  as  Current 
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Events,  The  Pathfinder,  The  Literary  Digest  and  others.  This  work 
was  further  emphasized  by  the  singing  of  patriotic  songs  and  the 
daily  salute  of  the  American  Flag. 

Again  I  desire  to  extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  for  its  wise  counsel,  to  the  press  of  the 
county  for  its  influence  and  support,  to  the  teachers  and  directors 
for  their  loyalty  and  faithful  co-operation  and  to  all  those  who  have 
in  any  way  helped  the  cause  of  public  education. 


LEHIGH  COUNTY— Alvin  Kupp. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed,  conditions  were  unfavorable  for 
the  usual  progress  of  the  schools.  A  number  of  our  teachers  were 
drafted  and,  as  a  result,  two  or  three  teachers  were  engaged  to 
teach  the  same  school.  Epidemics  of  measles,  whooping  cough,  chick- 
en-pox, and  diphtheria  closed  the  schools  of  two  districts — Emaus 
borough  and  Fountain  Hill  borough — and  greatly  interfered  with 
the  attendance  in  some  of  the  other  districts.  These  conditions  pre- 
vented continuous  work  which  is  so  essential  to  secure  satisfactory 
results. 

The  schools,  in  addition  to  pursuing  the  regular  work,  engaged  in 
various  war  activities  during  the  year.  A  number  of  meetings  were 
held  throughout  the  county  for  the  ijurpose  of  fostering  the  spirit  of 
patriotism,  of  informing  the  people  concerning  the  causes  of  the 
great  world  war,  of  emphasizing  the  necessity  of  conserving  food  and 
fuel  and  of  requesting  the  co-operation  of  all  in  carrying  on  the  work 
on  the  farms.  Many  of  the  pupils  are  enrolled  in  the  Junior  Eed 
Cross.  Pupils  were  also  encouraged  to  invest  their  money  in  War 
Saving  Stamps  and  Liberty  Bonds.  The  results  were  very  satisfac- 
tory. 

Four  new  buildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  In  North 
Whitehall  township,  a  modern  two-room  brick  building  was  erected 
at  Ormrod.  At  Breinigsville,  in  Upper  Macungie  township,  a  two- 
room  brick  building  was  built  to  replace  two  old  school  houses.  In 
Fountain  Hill  borough,  an  eight-room  annex  was  built.  In  Slating- 
ton  borough,  the  new  high  school  building  was  completed.  It  is  a 
two-story  brick  building.  In  the  basement  are  placed  the  gymnasium 
domestic  science  rooms,  manual  training  rooms,  heating  plant,  baths 
and  toilets.  On  the  first  and  second  floors  are  found  a  number  of 
recitation  rooms,  a  physical  and  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  principal's 
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office,  a  teachers'  room,  a  directors'  room,  and  a  beautiful  auditorium. 
Some  repairs  were  made  to  the  old  high  school  building,  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire  last  year.  In  order  that  this  building  may  be  com- 
pleted, the  school  district  is  forced  to  asked  for  a  new  bond  issue.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  voters  may  grant  this  loan,  so  that  all  the  school 
children  may  be  in  attendance  at  school  the  full  time. 

A  number  of  educational  meetings  were  held  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  various  phases  of  education  and  outlining  the  work  of 
the  schools  for  the  year.  To  date,  six  township  examinations  were 
held  for  township  graduation  and  entrance  to  the  high  schools  of 
the  county.  At  these  tests,  ninety-four  pupils  were  examined  but 
only  sixty-one  passed. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  during  the  week  beginning  October 
fifteenth  and  was  attended  by  all  the  teachers  but  one.  The  sessions 
were  well  attended  by  the  people  of  the  city  and  the  county.  The 
instruction  was  very  practical  and  was  a  source  of  inspiration  to  all. 
The  instructors-  were  Dr.  T.  S.  Lowden,  Dr.  0.  C.  Ellis,  and  Dr.  J.  G. 
Carter  Troop. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  on  the  sixth  of  December. 
The  sessions  were  attended  by  about  100  directors.  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis 
and  Dr.  A.  B.  Van  Ormer  were  present  and  delivered  inspiring  ad- 
dresses on  school  questions  of  the  day. 

All  the  schools  of  the  county  were  visited  and  some  received  a 
second  visit.  The  teachers  were  earnest,  conscientious  and  progres- 
sive. The  best  efforts  were  put  forth  to  secure  good  results  even 
though  the  conditions  were  unfavorable. 

There  will  be  a  great  scarcity  of  teachers  for  the  coming  school 
term.  Last  year  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  were  increased  from 
five  to  fifteen  dollars  per  month,  but  it  is  evident  that  the  salaries 
for  the  coming  school  term  must  be  increased  considerably,  if  the 
good  teachers  are  to  be  retained.  Unless  this  is  done,  many  of  the 
best  teachers  will  seek  more  lucrative  positions. 

With  this,  my  last  report,  I  bring  to  a  close  my  term  and  also  my 
services  as  superintendent,  which  has  extended  over  a  period  of  twen- 
ty-five years.  111  health  made  it  necessary  for  me  to  retire.  I  de- 
sire to  thank  the  teachers  for  their  hearty  co-operation,  the  people 
and  the  directors  of  the  county  for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to 
me,  and  the  Department  for  the  helpful  suggestions  given. 
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LUZERNE  COUNTY— Frank  P.  Hopper. 


With  untiring  zeal  and  devotion  the  educational  forces  of  the 
county  have  gone  forward  during  the  year,  producing  very  satisfac- 
tory results. 

War  Activities. 

The  several  help-win-the-war  organizations  have  received  great 
assistance  from  the  teachers  and  school  children  of  our  county.  The 
work  done  by  them  in  the  Red  Cross  Drive,  the  Liberty  Loan  Drive, 
the  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  fund  and  the  war  gardens 
movement  has  been  highly  commendable.  Several  Liberty  camps 
have  been  organized  in  the  county  and  a  generous  response  to  the 
call  has  been  made  by  our  high  school  boys,  who  have  gone  into  the 
orchards  and  upon  the  farms  to  work  until  the  crops  are  raised  and 
gathered. 

Teachers. 

Thirty-nine  of  our  young  male  teachers  were  called  to  the  colors 
during  the  school  year  just  ended  and  in  many  cases  their  positions 
were  filled  by  young  Avomen.  Many  more  of  our  male  teachers  are 
subject  to  call,  but  we  think  there  will  be  no  serious  shortage  of 
teachers  in  this  county  as  many  recent  high  school  graduates  have 
qualified  for  school  work.  Our  teachers  have  manifested  a  spirit  of 
progressiveness  during  the  year,  many  of  them  having  read  for  per- 
vsonal  improvement  Seeley's  "Elementary  Pedagogy,"  Pearson's  ''The 
Vitalized  School"  and  Clark's  "Interpretation  of  the  Printed  Page." 

Administrative  Progress. 

Some  of  the  districts  have  made  efforts  toward  closer  consolida- 
tion and  centralization  of  schools.  This  county  has  not  made  the 
advancement  along  these  lines  that  the  superintendent  should  like 
to  see  but  we  expect  that  there  will  be  a  general  awakening  before 
long.  In  the  visitations  made  by  the  county  superintendent  and 
his  four  assistants  we  have  noted  a  general  desire  on  the  part  of 
teachers  to  do  efficient  work,  and  some  of  the  weaker  teachers  have 
been  informed  that  better  work  will  be  expected  from  them  in  the 
future.  In  addition  to  the  many  visits  made  by  the  assistants,  the 
county  superintendent  made  1,195  visits  to  the  various  schools.  These 
visits  must  of  necessity  be  very  brief  but  we  have  been  able  to  note 
where  many  improvements  may  be  made  next  year. 
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Farm  Eegistration. 

A  registration  of  all  the  farms  of  the  county  was  made  through 
this  office,  the  work  being  handled  largely  by  the  assistant  county 
superintendents.  There  are  about  5,000  farms  in  the  county  and 
those  upon  whom  the  work  most  largely  developed  are  to  be  com- 
mended for  the  able  manner  in  which  the  arduous  task  was  accom- 
plished. Many  of  the  teachers  and  high  school  pupils  assisted  in 
the  tabulation  of  the  farm  questionnaires,  for  which  assistance  we  are 
duly  grateful. 

County  Institute. 

The  County  Institute  was  held  in  Irera  Temple,  Wilkes-Barre,  dur- 
ing the  week  beginning  Monday,  October  29,  at  which  time  there 
were  enrolled  1,400  teachers.  The  instructors  w^ere  Hon.  P.  P.  Clax- 
ton.  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Dr.  Fred  L.  Keeler,  Mr.  Charles  Zueblin, 
Dr.  Reuben  Post  Halleck  and  Dr.  J.  Linwood  Eisenberg.  The  music 
was  in  charge  of  Prof.  Robert  J.  McDowell,  of  Pittsburgh.  The 
meetings  were  very  inspirational  and  instructive  and  the  teachers 
received  many  practical  ideas. 

School  Directors. 

The  Luzerne  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  Wilkes- 
Barre,  January  17,  1918.  The  speakers  were  Dr.  Wm.  R.  Straughn, 
Prin.  Mansfield  State  Normal  School  and  Dr.  A.  C.  Rothermel,  Prin. 
Kutztown  State  Normal  School.  Musical  numbers  were  given  by 
the  Bonomo  Sisters  of  Freeland  and  a  class  drill  in  music  was  given 
by  pupils  of  the  Hanover  township  schools  under  the  direction  of 
Prof.  Arthur  X.  Williams. 

Material  Improvements. 

New  buildings  have  either  been  erected  or  are  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction in  the  following  districts:  Dorranceton  borough,  Exeter 
borough,  Jenkins  township  and  Parsons  borough.  These  buildings 
are  all  up-to-date,  commodious  structures  with  every  facility  for  do- 
ing efficient  work.  Much  improvement  has  also  been  made  in  chem- 
ical and  physical  laboratories  in  many  of  our  high  schools. 

School  Libraries. 

Many  of  our  districts  are  maintaining  excellent  libraries,  among 
them  being  the  one  established  in  Larksville  borough  during  the  cur- 
rent year.  It  consists  of  several  hundred  volumes  of  standard  works 
of  fiction,  biography  and  history. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the  Department 
at  Harrisburg  for  helpful  advice,  to    the    teachers,  directors    and 
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patrons  for  their  loyalty,  and  to  the  public  press  for  the  unbiased 
opinions  they  have  expressed  from  time  to  time  regarding  educational 
happenings. 


LYCOMING  COUNTY— G.  B.  Milnor. 


Noticeable  interest  and  hearty  co-operation  on  the  part  of  teachers, 
pupils,  patrons  and  directors  was  manifested  throughout  the  year 
in  the  work  of  the  public  schools.  Eeports  from  teachers  show  a 
marked  increase  in  the  number  of  teachers'  meetings,  amount  raised 
for  school  improvement,  library  books  added  and  special  school  exer- 
cises. In  spite  of  severe  winter  weather  the  percentage  of  atten- 
dance was  satisfactoiy  with  over  eight  hundred  pupils  perfect  in  at- 
tendance and  punctuality. 

Through  the  efforts  of  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons  by  means  of 
socials  and  entertainments  |3,942.23  was  raised  throughout  the  county 
for  school  improvement.  This  fund  is  one  of  the  largest  raised  an- 
nually for  this  purpose.  Several  hundred  dollars  of  this  amount 
was  spent  for  Red  Cross  purposes.  The  remainder  was  used  for 
pictures,  libraries,  school  decorations,  playground  equipment,  etc. 

The  number  of  educational  meetings  held  during  the  year  was  224. 
The  number  of  patrons  visiting  schools  was  3,913 ;  special  exercises 
held,  796.  One  hundred  ninety-six  schools  have  libraries  and  840 
books  were  added  during  the  year.  The  number  of  pupils  perfect 
in  attendance  and  punctuality  was  816,  with  119  perfect  for  three 
years.      The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  year  was  88. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  R.  H.  Bell,  county  agriculturist,  the 
schools  co-operating,  four  corn  clubs  and  two  potato  clubs  were  or- 
ganized and  successfully  maintained.  Seventy-five  pupils  were  en- 
rolled in  these  clubs  and  prizes  amounting  to  |75.00  awarded  by 
four  Williamsport  banks. 

Good  Seeds'  and  Patrons'  Day  was  observed  in  March  in  twenty- 
nine  schools  with  334  patrons  in  attendance.  Appropriate  programs 
were  rendered  including  the  examination  of  seed  testers  prepared  by 
teachers  and  pupils. 

The  County  Institute  was  considered  one  of  the  best  yet  held. 
During  the  week  the  Red  Cross,  Liberty  Loan,  War  Savings  Stamps 
and  other  war  activities  received  considerable  attention.  The  at- 
tendance of  patrons  and  directors  was  large  and  the  interest  shown 
by  teachers  very  satisfactory.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  Nathan  C. 
Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Dr.  J.  George 
Becht,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  Dr.  Reuben  Post 
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Halleck,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  Dr.  Ray  Immell,  Ann  Arbor  Michigan, 
Miss  Mae  Schreiber,  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Dr.  F.  W.  Bobbins,  Superin- 
tendent Williamsport  schools.  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Dorsey  Miller  of  Lew- 
istown.  Pa.,  conducted  the  music.  The  directors'  meeting  was  ad- 
dressed by  Dr.  I.  T.  Gilmore  of  Picture  Rocks,  W.  E.  Schnee,  Esq., 
Montgomery,  E.  F.  Hill,  Esq.,  Hughesville  and  Supt.  J.  W.  Snoke, 
Lebanon. 

The  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  Exchange  Avere  well  attended 
throughout  the  year.  Plans  for  county  work  and  war  activities  were 
considered  and  a  number  of  books  reviewed.  Among  the  special 
speakers  at  these  meetings  were  Dorothy  Deane  on  Food  Conserva- 
tion, Mrs.  M.  G.  Benn,  Dr.  F.  W.  Robbins,  Prof.  L.  J.  Ulmer,  Prof. 
J.  W.  Gilmore,  Dr.  Bryon  W.  King,  Dr.  Geo.  P.  Bible  and  Supt.  A, 
M.  Weaver. 

The  County  Teachers'  Association  held  at  South  Williamsport  pre- 
sented an  unusually  strong  program  of  the  work  of  the  South  Wil- 
liamsport schools  under  the  direction  of  Prof.  C.  B.  Renn,  supervising 
principal.  The  meeting  was  attended  by  teachers  from  all  parts  of 
the  county.  Among  the  special  speakers  were  Prof.  R.  L.  Haus- 
knecht,  Mrs.  F.  W.  Robbins,  Mrs.  M.  G.  Benn  and  Hon.  Emerson  Col- 
lins. 

The  annual  County  Directors'  Convention  held  in  Williamsport  in 
May  was  largely  attended  by  directors  from  all  parts  of  the  county. 
The  meeting  was  interesting  and  helpful.  The  speakers  were  Hon. 
Emerson  Collins,  Williamsport,  Dr.  Chas.  Albert,  Bloomsburg,  and 
Dr.  Geo.  P.  Bible,  Bellefonte.  Mr.  A.  C.  Grieb,  of  Msbet,  gave  a 
report  of  the  State  convention  held  in  Harrisburg  in  February. 

During  the  term  twenty-two  local  institutes  were  arranged  so  as 
to  reach  every  part  of  the  county.  The  discussion  of  war  activities, 
questions  on  co-operation  and  school  management,  agricultural  and 
industrial  displays  and  pupils'  contests  were  among  the  features  of 
these  meetings.  Addresses  were  given  by  Dr.  Bj^ron  W.  King,  Dr. 
Geo.  P.  Bible,  Hon.  Emerson  Collins,  and  Prof.  Nathan  L.  Keener. 

A  new  building  was  erected  in  Old  Lycoming  township,  modern  in 
every  way,  at  a  cost  of  |3,600. 

The  common  school  diploma  examination  was  held  as  usual  in 
thirty-seven  districts  of  the  county  and  the  papers  graded  by  a  special 
committee.  The  results  of  the  examination  showed  satisfactory  work 
in  the  rural  districts.  The  points  in  teaching  deserving  special  at- 
tention were  noted  by  the  examiners  and  presented  to  the  teachers 
at  the  following  meeting  of  the  Exchange.  Of  350  applicants,  200 
were  granted  diplomas.  The  two  pupils  attaining  the  highest  grades, 
Inez  Stadon  and  Raymond  Ulmer,  were  granted  scholarships  to  the 
Lycoming  County  Normal  School. 

During  the  year  the  following  schools  were  standardized  accord- 
ing to  the  requirements  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction: 
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Loyalsock,  Fairfield  Center,  Upper  Fairfield;  Carpenter,  Parsons 
Hill,  Mcllwain,  Ellenton,  McNett ;  Muncy  Creek,  Penn ;  Road,  Lower 
Fairfield;  Cammal,  McHenry;  Chestnut  Grove,  Gamble;  Klumps, 
Balls  Mills,  Factory,  Hepburn;  Mill  Creek,  Eagle,  Loyalsock;  Antes 
Fort,  Nippenose ;  Battle  Eun,  Old  Lycoming ;  Cedar  Run,  Slate  Run, 
Brown ;  Huntersville,  Villa  Grove,  Wolfe ;  Bastress,  Bastress ;  English 
Center,  Pine;  Pennsdale,'  Muncy  Creek. 

The  county  agricultural  census  conducted  through  the  office  of  the 
county  superintendent  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Na- 
tional Defense  was  satisfactorily  completed  through  the  co-operation 
of  teachers,  pupils  and  the  local  Committee  of  Public  Safety.  The 
work  of  the  Red  Cross,  Liberty  Loan  drives  and  Thrift  Stamp  sales 
received  hearty  assistance  from  the  schools  throughout  the  year. 

Although  many  of  our  best  teachers  were  called  by  the  government 
for  service  in  the  world  struggle,  yet  an  earnest  effort  was  put  forth 
to  maintain  the  usual  efficiency  in  public  school  work  to  the  end  that 
no  pupil  should  go  uneducated  on  account  of  a  war  mad  autocracy. 

Although  present  educational  conditions  are  in  some  ways  un- 
satisfactory, the  future  prospect  is  bright.  Advance  in  salaries  and 
longer  tenure  of  teachers,  much  needed  financial  aid  to  rural  dis- 
tricts, change  in  our  ideals  toward  industrial  education  and  physical 
training,  lengthening  the  period  of  school  life  and  the  added  atten- 
tion given  to  foreign  illiterates  will  be  some  of  the  vitalizing  features 
that  will  greatly  advance  our  educational  standards  at  the  close  of 
the  present  conflict. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
valued  assistance  of  teachers,  pupils,  directors,  patrons  and  public 
press  of  the  county,  and  the  State  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
at  Harrisburg. 


McKEAN  COUNTY—C.  W.  Lillibridge. 


Although  the  county  of  McKean  is  far  removed  from  the  great  war 
centers  of  manufacturing  and  administration  yet  the  spirit  of  the 
times  has  had  its  effect  on  the  county  schools.  In  many  ways  teach- 
ers and  pupils  have  cheerfully  responded  to  many  extra  demands 
made  upon  them  by  reason  of  the  war.  The  farm  survey  was  an 
entire  success,  thanks  to  the  work  of  teachers  and  pupils  in  the  rural 
districts.  More  than  90  per  cent  of  the  farms  of  the  county  were 
reported  to  the  federal  farm  specialist  who  had  the  work  in  charge. 
The  schools  also  entered  heartily  into  the  Thrift  Stamp  and  Liberty 
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Bond  campaigns.  There  was  hardly  a  school  in  the  county  but  that 
raised  money  for  the  Bed  Cross.  Our  teachers  also  energetically 
seconded  the  efforts  of  the  food  administration  in  bringing  before  the 
people  the  necessity  for  the  conservation  of  food. 

We  found  during  the  year  no  diminution  of  regular  school  activi- 
ties. Our  school  attendance  was  as  good  as  usual  which  means  a 
percentage  of  attendance  during  the  year  of  better  than  90  percent 
for  school  terms  of  eight  and  nine  months.  Our  high  school  enroll- 
ment was  larger  than  ever  before  while  more  jDupils  were  successful 
in  the  township  examinations  for  county  eighth  grade  diplomas.  Of 
those  who  were  successful,  222,  the  greater  number  will  attend  one  of 
our  borough  high  schools  during  the  coming  school  year. 

School  Surveys  and  Tests. 

During  the  school  year  special  emphasis  was  placed  on  the  methods 
of  teaching  numbers  to  primary  pupils.  A  demonstration  class  from 
the  Derrick  Citj^  schools  under  the  supervision  of  Misses  Donohue 
and  Meade  proved  to  be  one  of  the  strong  features  of  our  county 
institute  and  of  practical  benefit  to  our  teachers.  Dr.  Reuben  Post 
Halleck  and  Miss  Mae  E.  Schrieber  pronounced  the  work  of  the  class 
the  best  they  had  seen  along  the  lines  mentioned  above. 

This  demonstration  work  was  followed  up  later  in  the  year  by 
Thompson's  Essentials  in  Arithmetic  and  certain  of  the  standard 
tests  in  arithmetic.  Every  school  in  the  county  also  spent  consider- 
able time  on  the  list  of  one  thousand  commonest  words  as  compiled 
by  Dr.  Ayers.  In  nearly  every  district  an  old  fashioned  spelling 
contest  was  made  a  part  of  the  local  institute  program. 

By  means  of  this  yearly  program  the  superintendent  and  teachers 
aimed  to  give  the  pupils  a  better  working  knowledge  of  these  two 
fundamental  subjects.  Other  subjects  in  the  school  curriculum  were 
not  neglected  but  spelling  and  arithmetic  were  attacked  by  "shock 
troops"  and  "long  range  guns." 

School  Buildings. 

The  advancing  cost  of  labor  and  materials  has  checked  building 
efforts  in  the  county.  School  boards  are  contenting  themselves  for 
the  present  by  repairing  old  buildings  where  necessary  and  giving 
them  coats  of  paint  on  the  interior  and  exterior.  A  few  districts  are 
putting  in  chemical  toilets  but  extensive  repairs  and  building  is  at 
a  standstill. 

Otto  district  during  the  school  year  completed  a  splendid  three- 
room  brick  building  at  an  approximate  cost  of  |18,000.  There  are 
three  beautifully  decorated  and  finely  equipped  rooms  opening  from 
a  large  central  hall.       Tn  a  large  basement  there  are  three  other 
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large  play  rooms,  a  directors'  room,  toilets  and  furnace  rooms.  This 
building  at  the  present  time  is  easily  one  of  the  best  three  room  school 
buildings  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

Teachers. 

Annually  many  of  our  experienced  teachers  leave  the  county  for 
more  lucrative  positions  in  larger  towns  and  cities.  That  number 
lias  been  greatly  increased  during  the  past  three  years.  The  places 
of  those  who  leave  are  filled  by  Normal  school  graduates  and  teachers 
recruited  from  the  ranks  of  the  high  school  girl  graduates  of  the 
county.  Thanks  to  these  two  sources  of  supply  we  have  not  had  a 
shortage  of  teachers  in  McKean  county.  What  the  coming  year 
will  bring  forth  is  questionable  as  many  more  than  usual  of  our 
teachers  are  leaving  the  profession  for  corporation  and  government 
work. 

There  is  a  decided  atmosphere  of  growth  along  educational  lines. 
All  our  younger  teachers  have  been  graduated  from  a  good  four  year 
high  school.  During  the  first  or  second  summer  vacations  these 
young  teachers  without  exception  attend  good  summer  schools. 

Increasing  Cost  of  School  Administration. 

Nearly  all  of  our  districts  have  found  it  necessary  to  raise  the 
school  millage  during  the  past  three  years  from  two  to  seven  mills. 
Half  our  districts  levy  at  the  present  time  a  school  tax  of  twenty  mills 
or  higher.  The  lowest  rate  in  the  county  is  a  twelve  mill  tax.  This 
tax  is  levied  on  a  property  valuation  ranging  from  fifty  to  seventy  per- 
cent of  the  real  valuation.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  some  of  our 
boards  of  directors  have  found  it  a  difficult  matter  to  make  "both 
financial  ends  meet." 

The  following  is  the  sum  expended  per  month  for  school  purposes 
per  pupil  enrolled  in  the  districts  named:  Annin,  |4.50;  Bradford 
township,  $4.33 ;  Ceres.  |6.12  ;  Foster,  f  6.00 ;  Hamlin,  |4.00 ;  Keating, 
15.00 ;  Liberty,  |5.33 ;  Port  Allegany  borough,  |4.00.  Other  districts 
average  as  much. 

The  following  figures  give  the  average  monthly  salaries  of  the 
female  teachers  in  the  same  districts:  Annin,  |51;  Bradford,  $59; 
Ceres,  |52;  Foster,  |74;  Hamlin,  |59 ;  Keating,  |57;  Liberty,  |53 ; 
Port  Allegany,  |64.  With  the  exception  of  the  last  district  named 
nearly  one-half  the  teachers  hold  provisional  certificates. 

Ceres  township  last  year  levied  a  tax  of  twenty  mills,  expended 
|7,430  for  the  schooling  of  150  pupils  enrolled  in  the  12  schools  of 
the  township.  Nine  of  these  schools  averaged  during  the  school 
year  of  1917-18  an  attendance  of  less  than  12  pupils  for  the  term. 
Other  districts  have  somewhat  similar  conditions.      Of  the  92  widely 
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scattered  one-room  schools  in  the  county  there  were  40  during  the 
school  year  of  1916-17  that  had  a  term  average  attendance  of  12  pupils 
or  less.  The  adverse  factors,  scanty  population,  large  districts,  bad 
roads  and  severe  winter  weather  have  prevented  any  attempts  to  cen- 
tralize our  one-room  schools. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  and  hearty 
co-operation  of  the  teachers,  patrons,  directors  and  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  during  the  past  school  year. 


MERCER  COUNTY— H.  E.  McConnell. 


Notwithstanding  war  conditions  and  the  shortage  of  teachers  with 
which  we  are  confronted,  the  school  year  1917-18  has  been  one  of 
substantial  growth  and  progressive  efficiency  in  the  schools  of  our 
county  as  a  whole. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  some  our  our  school  boards  are  recognizing 
the  increased  cost  of  the  necessaries  of  life  and  are  raising  the  salaries 
of  teachers.  This  will  assist  very  materially  toward  making  it  pos- 
sible to  keep  up  the  personnel  of  our  teaching  force. 

Vocational  work  has  received  marked  attention  in  our  county,  not 
only  in  our  four  vocational  schools,  but  also  in  our  graded  and  rural 
schools.  Considerable  work  in  community  and  social  center  activi- 
ties has  been  carried  on. 

The  annual  County  Institute,  conceded  by  the  teachers  to  be  the 
most  practical  and  helpful  in  the  history  of  these  events,  since  our 
administration,  was  held  in  the  assembly  room  of  the  court  house, 
October  8-13.  The  attendance  was  almost  perfect  and  the  spirit  ex- 
cellent. Our  Directors'  Convention  was  successful  and  helpful  in 
every  way.  The  institute  voted  to  send  four  teachers  yearly  to  the 
State  Educational  Convention  as  follows:  One  from  the  high  schools, 
one  from  the  graded  schools,  one  from  the  rural  schools  and  the 
county  superintendent  or  his  assistant,  each  representative  to  make  a 
report  of  his  visit  when  requested  by  the  county  superintendent. 

Most  of  our  teachers  take  an  interest  in  things  professional.  Four 
local  institutes  were  held  in  twenty-seven  institute  districts.  The 
most  successful  are  those  meetings  where  the  entire  school  board 
meets  with  the  teachers  and  takes  part  in  the  discussions. 

The  call  for  more  than  a  million  men  to  bear  arms  for  their  country 
was  quickly  followed  by  another  call  from  the  President  asking  for 
a  million  boys  for  farm  service.      To  the  latter  call,  the  Pittsburgh 
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Y.  M.  C.  A.  responded  and  after  looking  over  the  State  for  a  field  in 
which  to  place  selected  high  school  boys,  decided  on  Mercer  county, 
in' recognition  of  its  work  in  boys  and  girls  clubs  and  other  activities 
as  a  typical,  progressive  field  in  which  to  locate.  More  than  four 
hundred  were  placed,  the  majority  of  whom  made  good.  The  farm 
bureau  and  schools  co-operated  fully.  So  successful  was  the  enter- 
prise that  Mercer  county  has  been  nationally  recognized  as  doing  a 
unique  piece  of  work  in  this  line  and  is  referred  to  as  the  "Mercer 
County  Plan." 

While  many  new  activities,  due  to  the  strenuous  period  through 
which  we  are  just  passing,  engaged  the  time  and  labors  of  the  county 
extension  representatives  and  the  county  superintendent  and  assist- 
ant, yet  the  usual  club  work,  in  a  somewhat  modified  form  was  car- 
ried on.  All  the  various  activities  culminated  in  a  big  round-up  in 
December. 

Due  to  the  fact  that  we  are  engaged  in  a  great  foreign  war,  it 
seemed  fitting  and  becoming  that  every  boy  and  girl  make  a  sacrifice, 
forego  some  pleasure,  and  strive  to  do  his  or  her  "bit"  in  the  raising 
and  conserving  of  the  food  supph-,  hence  no  camps  were  held  this 
year. 

Eight  rural  schools  have  been  raised  to  the  county  standard.  Di- 
rectors and  teachers  are  taking  interest  in  the  beautifying  of  school 
surroundings. 

Much  interest  has  been  manifested  in  the  following  activities :  War 
Gardens,  Eed  Cross,  Junior  Eed  Cross,  Thrift  Stamps,  Liberty  Loans, 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  Pour  hundred  forty-four  school  boys  of  our  county  each 
volunteered  to  earn  ten  dollars  (flO.OO)  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  The 
Girls'  Patriotic  Club  also  contributed  money  earned  by  themselves. 

In  closing,  T  wish  to  acknowledge  the  courtesies  given  and  shown 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  the  hearty  co-operation 
of  the  teachers,  directors  and  patrons.  Thanks  are  also  extended 
to  the  public  press  for  its  fairness  in  discussing  the  educational 
afl'airs  of  the  district. 


MIFFLIN  COUNTY— Lawrence  Ruble. 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  our  schools  have  made  progress  in  many 
respects,  although  our  work  was  hindered  by  the  change  of  so  many 
teachers  and  principals.  One-half  of  our  graded  schools  had  a 
change  of  principals  and  quite  a  few  beginners  with  too  little  training 
were  teaching  in  the  rural  schools.      The  State  and  townships  must 
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unite  to  pay  wages  in  proportion  to  other  vocations  if  we  can  hope 
to  keep  our  most  efficient  teachers. 

Menno  township  is  paying  its  rural  teachers  |70.00  per  month  and 
is  retaining  all  her  experienced  ones.  Nearly  all  the  townships  are 
paying  the  minimum  allowed  by  law. 

The  Directors  in  Oliver,  Union  and  Decatur  townships  have  pur- 
chased sanitary  heaters.  Some  districts  have  discarded  their  old 
stoves  entirely.  The  new  addition  to  the  Yeagertown  building  is 
completed.  Four  different  districts  are  planning  to  transport  the 
smaller  schools  to  the  next  school  house,  a  beginning  of  centraliza- 
tion. 
.  We  are  called  upon  to  present  so  many  diflPerent  activities  through 
the  schools  that  we  had  to  select  from  among  them  the  most  worthy. 
Our  teachers  and  pupils  did  very  well  in  their  Red  Cross  and  W.  S. 
S.  work.      The  war  gardens  received  special  attention. 

Several  local  institutes  were  held  and  four  meetings  of  the  Mif- 
flin County  Teachers'  Association  were  held  during  the  year.  The 
annual  picnic  at  Burnham  park,  the  regular  business  meeting  during 
county  institute,  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  meeting  at  Kistler, 
and  the  spring  meeting  at  Lewistown.  Every  teacher  in  the  county 
is  a  member.  Our  county  institute  was  a  success.  All  but  one  of 
the  teachers  were  enrolled.  The  instructors  were  Dr.  A.  B.  Van 
Ormer  of  Altoona  and  Supt.  S.  R.  Shear  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.  J. 
W.  Yoder  of  our  own  county  very  ably  led  the  music.  The  exhibit 
of  school  work  during  institute  Aveek  was  very  good,  an  especially 
fine  display  was  from  the  Burnham  schools.  The  high  school  en- 
trance and  common  school  examination  was  made  uniform  and  held 
at  eleven  different  places  throughout  the  county  on  April  26.  Sev- 
enty-seven pupils  received  common  school  diplomas.  One  hundred 
and  ten   received   credits   for  high   school   entrance. 

393  attendance  certificates  were  issued.  213  of  these  were  for 
])erfect  attendance. 

We  continued  our  home  credit  system  and  quite  a  number  received 
their  certificates. 

Several  letters  were  sent  out  during  the  year  calling  attention  to 
the  different  activities  pertaining  to  school  work.  Patrons  Day, 
Feb.  22,  was  pretty  generally  observed.  We  look  forward  to  the 
coming  year  with  a  degree  of  anxiety.  The  schools  are  not  all  sup- 
plied with  teachers  at  this  writing  and  resignations  are  not  uncom- 
mon. We  will  do  our  best  to  hold  our 'schools  at -least  to  normal 
conditions  during  the  strenuous  times  through  which  we  are  passing. 
Every  cloud  has  a  silver  lining.  Let  us  turn  the  dark  cloud  inside 
out  'Till  the  boys  come  home.' 

Our  directors'  convention  convened  in  the  court  house,  LeAvistown, 
Friday  and  Saturday.  Feb.  1  and  2.      Two  splendid  helpful  addresses 
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were  made  by  Snpt.  M.  S.  Bentz  of  Cambria  comity.  The  entertain- 
ment of  the  evening  was  furnished  by  "The  Paramonnt  Entertain- 
ers." 

In  conclusion  we  wish  to  thank  all  friends  of  education  for  their 
help  and  support  during,  the  past  year  and  also  for  the  assistance 
received  from  the  State  Department. 


MONEOE  COUNTY— Frank  Koehler. 


Another  school  year  has  passed  into  history.  No  great  material 
changes  have  taken  place  in  any  of  our  schools  but  steady  progress 
has  been  made  throughout  the  county  along  many  educational  lines. 

Great  demands  occasioned  by  the  world's  war,  have  been  made 
upon  our  teachers  and  school  officials  for  free  services.  The  response 
in  general  was  very  gratifying. 

Junior  Bed  Cross. 

Junior  Red  Gross  organizations  were  effected  in  all  our  boroughs 
with  a  hundred  percent  enrollment.  Many  rural  schools  throughout 
the  county  also  enrolled  all  of  their  pupils.  About  $700  has  been 
raised  for  Junior  Eed  Cross  work  and  paid  into  the  treasury.  Great 
interest  has  been  manifested  by  the  school  children  in  knitting  and 
making  different  articles  for  the  soldiers  as  outlined  in  the  Junior 
Red  Cross  Manual. 

Thrift  Stamps  and  War  Saving  Certificates. 

Our  saving  system  is  gradually  being  introduced  into  all  of  our 
schools.  Last  year  we  reported  savings  by  the  school  children  to  the 
amount  of  |10,000.  Part  of  this  money  has  been  withdrawn  from  the 
banks  and  invested  in  Liberty  Loan  Bonds  or  War  Saving  Certifi- 
cates. 

All  our  teachers  were  instructed  to  explain  to  their  pupils  the 
*  benefit  and  patriotic  duty  in  buying  Thrift  Stamps  and  War  Saving 
Certificates  or  Liberty  Bonds. 

The  response  has  been  very  gratifying.  Our  5,600  school  children 
now  report  total  savings  of  more  than  $25,000. 

Library  Books  Added. 

Many  of  our  rural  schools  have  been  derelict  in  the  past  in  pur- 
chasing suitable  books  for  the  library.      A  general  awakening  seems 
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to  have  taken  place  in  this  all  important  movement.  Nearly  all  our 
schools  now  have  started  school  libraries  and  books  are  being  added 
from  term  to  term. 

During  the  year  785  books  were  bought  for  library  purposes  at  a 
cost  of  more  than  |500. 

Most  of  the  money  for  these  was  raised  by  holding  entertainments 
and  community  meetings  of  different  kinds.  The  patrons  of  the 
schools  responded  nobly. 

Eural  Life  Days. 

Kural  Life  Days  were  held  in  every  township  last  autumn.  The 
farm  exhibits,  handicraft  work,  and  actual  school  products  were  of 
a  very  high  nature.  Thousands  of  exhibits  were  made  by  the  school 
children  and  hundreds  of  dollars  were  awarded  in  prizes  by  local  banks 
and  individuals.  In  every  township,  from  60  to  90  percent  of  the 
population  were  in  attendance.  A  large  percentage  of  our  hoys  and 
girls  are  gradually  heing  trained  in  terms  of  real  farm  life  through 
these  Rural  Life  Days. 

Through  the  energetic  assistance  of  our  farm  bureau  several  ex- 
perts from  State  College  were  in  attendance  at  each  of  these  meet- 
ings to  give  instruction  and  expert  advice  in  farm  experience  and 
farm  life. 

County  Standard  Schools. 

The  following  schools  duly  qualified  for  the  County  Standard  as 
fixed  by  the  State: 

Madison  Primary  in  Paradise  township. 

Madison  Grammar  in  Paradise  township. 

Mt.  Pocono  Primary  in  Coolbaugh  townsJiip. 

Mt.  Pocono  Grammar  in  Coolbaugh  toAvnshij). 

Tannersville  Primary  in  Pocono  township. 

Tannersville  Grammar  in  Pocono  township. 

Bartonsville  School  in  Pocono  township. 

Mountainhome  Primary  in  Barrett  township. 

Mountainhome  Intermediate  in  Barrett  township. 

Mountainhome  Grammar  in  Barrett  township. 
Appropriate  exercises  were  held  in  each  of  these  schools  at  which 
time  the  State  pennant  was  awarded. 

Improvements  in  School  Buildings. 

A  number  of  heating  plants  and  sanitary  toilets  were  installed 
during  the  year  in  some  of  the  townships.  Buildings  were  repaired 
and  painted  in  most  of  the  districts;  but  several  coats  of  paint  are 
sadly  needed  by  many  of  our  schools. 
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County  and  District  Institutes. 

Our  County  Institute  proved  very  successful.  The  day  instructors 
as  well  as  the  evening  entertainments  were  greatly  enjoyed  by  the 
teachers  who  were  in  a  receptive  mood. 

The  district  institutes  were  also  well  patronized.  Weather  con- 
ditions interfered  in  several  sections  of  the  county. 

The  hearty  co-operation  of  all  our  educational  forces  has  been  of 
great  assistance  to  the  county  superintendent  and  is  highly  appreci- 
ated by  him. 


MONTGOMERY  COUNTY— J.  Horace  Landis. 


A  spirit  of  earnest  endeavor  and  hearty  co-operation  has  character- 
ized the  Avork  of  the  schools,  resulting  in  increased  eificiency. 

Improvements  have  been  made  to  a  number  of  buildings.  The  high 
cost  of  labor  and  materials  has  postponed  the  erection  of  some  build- 
ings the  grounds  for  which  had  been  purchased. 

Plans  have  been  accepted  for  the  rebuilding  of  the  Bridgeport  high 
school  building  recently  destroyed  by  fire  and  work  will  soon  be  begun. 

Narberth,  Rockledge,  Whitpain  tOAvnship  consolidated  school  and 
the  H.  K.  Boyer  consolidated  school  of  Lower  Providence  township 
have  been  occupied  this  year  for  the  first.  Upper  Dublin  township 
expects  to  begin  the  fall  term  in  the  new  building  at  Fort  Washington. 

Some  rural  schools  have  installed  single  desks  of  the  adjustable 
type.  Movable  desks  have  been  installed  in  some  school  rooms  of 
Whitpain,  Plymouth,  Upper  Merion  and  other  districts.  Skippack 
and  Worcester  have  enlarged  their  school  grounds. 

The  shortage  of  teachers  this  year  is  greater  than  ever  before.  To 
hold  experienced  teachers,  salaries  must  be  increased.  More  than 
ever,  in  this  crisis  of  our  country,  do  we  need  broadly  trained  experi- 
enced teachers. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  teachers  have  spent  their  out  of 
school  hours  attending  Saturday  and  night  classes  at  our  nearby  col- 
leges, or  the  spring  and  summer  sessions  of  our  Normal  and  other 
schools.  This  broadening  of  our  teachers  each  year  is  showing  it- 
self in  increased  efiiciency  in  teaching. 

Monthly  teachers'  meetings  are  held  in  many  districts.  By  these 
meetings  uniformity  of  work  is  secured,  the  teachers  are  enabled  to 
work  in  a  more  intelligent  and  efficient  manner,  district  difficulties 
are  discussed  and,  as  a  rule,  overcome. 

Consolidation  is  holding  its  own  in  Montgomery  county,  a  number 
of  districts  having  either  complete  or  partial  consolidation.    Trolleys, 
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auto  trucks  and  wagons  are  the  means  of  transportation  employed. 
Where  consolidation  has  been  introduced,  it  has  brought  about  in- 
creased efficiency.  The  initial  cost  of  new  buildings  and  the  cost  of 
transportation  delay  its  adoption  in  other  districts.  The  adoption 
of  consolidation  in  most  of  our  townships  is  only  a  question  of  time. 

The  demand  of  teachers  for  higher  salaries  and  the  increased  cost 
of  fuel  and  supplies  of  all  kinds  has  led  to  an  increase  of  the  tax  rate 
in  most  districts. 

The  health  of  the  children  in  general  was  good.  Measles  and 
other  diseases  of  childhood  lowered  the  percentage  of  attendance  in 
a  few  districts. 

Departmental  work  is  increasing  in  our  borough  schools  and  town- 
ship consolidated  schools.  Departmental  work  has  enabled  some  of 
our  borough  schools  to  try  the  6-3-3  plan  and  the  6-6  plan.  Narberth 
has  secured  good  results  with  the  6-6  plan.  In  rural  schools  with 
two  or  more  teachers,  a  division  of  the  subjects  taught  has  been 
found  helpful. 

The  year  shows  a  marked  increase  in  high  school  enrollment.  Much 
of  the  increase  in  borough  high  school  enrollment  comes  from  the 
country  districts.  Unfortunately  for  the  country  districts,  the  youth 
who  are  trained  in  the  borough  high  schools  are  usually  weaned  away 
from  the  farms.  We  need  a  remedy  for  this  situation.  This  remedy 
is  township  high  schools  ministering  to  township  needs. 

Training  in  physical  culture  is  given  in  Narberth  and  Collegeville. 
Many,  of  our  larger  schools  have  athletic  organizations  while  calis- 
thenics and  supervised  play  are  in  most  of  our  schools. 

The  reading  habit  is  stimulated.  Many  of  our  schools  have  libraries. 
Some  have  reading  tables  on  which  can  be  found  the  current  maga- 
zines and  periodicals.  Current  Events  and  the  Pathfinder  are  found 
in  many  of  our  one-room  rural  schools.  Literary  societies  are  formed 
and  prize-speaking  contests  and  inter-high  school  debates  are  held. 
A  number  of  high  schools  edit  monthly  or  bi-weekly  papers. 

Our  schools  have  taken  an  active  interest  in  war  work.  Junior 
Red  Cross  Auxiliaries  have  been  formed  and  work  done  under  Red 
Cross  direction.  Pupils  have  canvassed  for  the  three  Liberty  Loans, 
secured  pledges  for  the  War  Chest  Fund,  and  made  successful  drives 
in  the  Thrift  Stamx3  sales.  Bridgeport  and  West  Conshohocken 
have  thriving  war  gardens  and  the  children  of  the  county,  as  a  rule, 
are  working  on  home  farms  and  gardens.  These  are,  in  reality,  war 
gardens. 

A  number  of  tests  and  surveys  in  arithmetic,  spelling  and  thought- 
getting  reading  have  been  made.  By  these  tests  it  was  sought  to 
give  principals  and  teachers  a  scientific  attitude  toward  the  great 
educational  problems  that  the  schools  are  to  solve,  and  to  make  an 
inventory  of  the  work  done — its  success  or  its  failure. 
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Special  emphasis  has  been  placed  upon  school  ventilation,  English, 
(especially  oral  English),  spelling,  thought-getting  reading  and  pen- 
manship.     Marked  improvement  has  been  noted  along  these  lines. 

The  special  problems  before  us  are:  Further  consolidation  of 
schools ;  closer  supervision  and  standardization  of  rural  schools  and  a 
higher  standard  of  sanitary  conditions  to  safeguard  better  the  health 
and  morals  of  the  children;  retaining  efficient  teachers  in  rural 
schools;  better  teaching  of  English  and  increased  community  center 
work.      Towards  these  aims,  I  shall  direct  my  efforts. 


MONTOUE  COUNTY— Chas.  W.  Derr. 


This  is  my  sixteenth  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Montour 
county.  The  past  year  in  many  respects  was  successful.  This  was 
brought  about  by  the  interest  taken  in  the  schools  by  the  teachers, 
patrons  and  directors. 

During  the  extreme  cold  weather  many  of  our  schools  suffered 
from  poor  attendance;  many  of  our  scholars  were  out  for  some 
time  on  account  of  the  drifted  roads. 

The  annual  institute  was  a  success.  We  had  with  us  Dr.  Byron 
W.  King,  of  Pittsburgh,  and  he  did  excellent  work.  Dr.  Alex  Bar- 
malt,  of  the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  was  the  other  instructor.  No 
institute  can  go  amiss  on  the  employment  of  Dr.  Barmalt.  The  music 
was  in  charge  of  Ted  Grilfith. 

I  wish  to  commend  those  teachers  that  took  some  interest  and 
part  in  the  work  of  the  weekly-  educational  meetings  and  also 
those  who  are  willing  to  go  to  some  school  for  more  advanced 
training. 

We  held  eighth  grade  examinations  at  seven  different  points  in 
the  county  and  tried  to  make  the  work  uniform  all  over  the  county. 
The  work  by  the  pupils  was  very  well  done.  There  were  46  pupils 
for  the  examinations  and  37  of  the  class  passed  the  work. 

Our  directors  are  to  be  commended  for  their  interest  in  the  work 
01  the  schools.  In  several  cases  they  have  visited  the  school  without 
an  invitation  to  come. 

The  examinations  for  teachers  was  held  at  five  different  points  in 
the  county.  Tv/enty-six  were  successful  in  passing  the  work  for 
teachers. 

We  also  are  grateful  to  the  press  and  to  those  who  are  interested  in 
education  and  to  the  Department  for  assistance  rendered. 
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NOETHAMPTON  COUNTY— G.  A.  Grim. 


Our  school  war  gardens  were  a  great  success  last  year  and  this 
year's  report  promises  better  results.  The  children  in  many  instances 
have  interested  the  parents  in  vegetable  gardening. 

Assistant  Supt.  Jas.  Frankenfield  has  organized  all  of  our  districts 
to  aid  the  worthy  Red  Cross  movement,  many  schools  reported  a 
100%  enrollment,  the  majority  of  teachers  and  directors  co-operated 
willingly.  The  teachers  of  the  majority  of  our  districts  were  granted 
hiilf  a  day  to  attend  the  organization  meetings. 

We  preached  the  doctrine  of  Thrift  Stamps  upon  many  occasions 
and  are  pleased  to  report  that  our  pupils  have  responded  in  a  pa- 
triotic manner.  Many  schools  can  report  100%.  A  few  weeks  ago 
a  small  group  of  boys  were  seen  going  to  school  with  a  small  wagon 
loaded  with  newspapers.  After  asking  them  what  they  intended 
doing  with  the  papers,  we  were  pleased  to  learn  that  they  are  anxious 
for  100%  enrollment  in  their  room  and  have  collected  the  paper  in 
order  to  raise  money  for  the  pupils  of  our  poorer  families.  This 
patriotic  service  impressed  us  as  being  truly  American. 

Last  fall  we  experienced  our  greatest  shortage  of  teachers.  We 
had  less  applicants  than  on  former  occasions  due  to  the  exceptional 
wages  paid  by  the  steel  plants.  We  finally  succeeded  in  getting 
almost  enough  teachers  from  our  kind  neighboring  counties.  In 
order  to  fill  the  remaining  vacancies  a  personal  plea  brought  into 
our  school  rooms  a  group  of  sincere  preachers  who  realized  our  need 
and  heroically  taught  some  of  our  one-room  country  schools ;  some 
traveled  daily  several  miles  to  the  secluded  schools.  They  have  done 
for  us  a  splendid  service,  we  have  no  reasons  for  believing  that  their 
other  services  suffered  much  during  the  school  term. 

During  the  year  many  ex-teachers  re-entered  the  school  rooms  and 
they,  too,  have  won  our  esteem  for  their  patriotic  service.  Z»Iany  of 
these  teachers,  besides  teaching,  performed  their  regular  household 
duties.  The  Spartans  never  were  braver  than  these  real  American 
v/ives  and  teachers. 

Many  of  our  teachers  are  attending  regularly  the  specially  planned 
Saturday  classes  at  Lehigh  University  and  Muhlenberg  College.  Our 
educational  meetings  were  well  attended  and  much  good  has  been 
accomplished.  During  the  year  we  conducted  tests  in  spelling,  num- 
her  work  and  reading.  Ayer's  lists  were  used  in  spelling.  Courtis' 
Number  Tests  and  The  Kansas  Silent  Reading  Tests.  The  results 
were  tabulated  and  discussed  at  our  last  educational  meeting.  We 
have  gained  much  by  these  tests. 
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Inspired  by  the  great  emphasis  placed  upon  physical  education  by 
our  neighbors  across  the  Delaware  Elver,  we,  too,  began  to  stress 
physical  training.  Many  of  our  teachers  have  taken  hold  of  the 
work  in  a  sincere  manner. 

Bethlehem  township  is  erecting  two  four-room  buildings.  Palmer 
township  has  opened  another  room  in  its  new  and  modern  building. 
Saucon  township  is  adding  rooms  to  the  High  School  Building. 
Washington  township  is  proud  of  its  newest  building,  it  is  the  finest 
in  the  upper  section  of  our  county. 

The  majority  of  our  districts  have  increased  teachers'  salaries. 
Lower  Nazareth  township  was  one  of  the  first  to  pay  its  teachers 
$70.00  per  month.  The  same  township  equipped  each  of  its  rooms 
with  a  students'  library.  Hanover  township  increased  its  experienced 
teachers'  salaries  to  |i75.00  per  month. 

During  the  year  many  school  exhibits  and  entertainments  were 
given,  the  majority  had  a  real  patriotic  flavor.  We  have  encouraged 
these  patriotic  efforts  and  have  willingly  offered  our  services  on  these 
occasions.  Belfast  again  displayed  some  praiseworthy  school  work 
prepared  by  the  pupils  in  their  manual  training  and  home  depart- 
ments. The  exhibit  was  inspected  by  many  patrons  and  citizens,  the 
literary  programs  were  well  rendered  to  packed  houses. 

Many  extra  demands  were  made  upon  our  time  during  the. year, 
but  we  never  failed  to  do  our  bit.  We  therefore  have  occasion  to 
bo  thankful  to  many  who  have  borne,  with  us  patiently  during  these 
exceptional  days. 


NOETHUMBEELAND   COUNTY— I.  H.   Mauser. 


Like  many  other  counties,  we  have  had  our  trials  during  the  past 
term,  especially  in  keeping  the  schools  supplied  with  teachers.  A 
number  of  young  men  teachers  were  in  the  draft,  though,  fortunately 
but  one  was  called  into  the  service  before  the  term  ended,  but  so 
many  other  changes  in  teachers  occurred  during  the  year  that  it 
was  about  all  that  could  be  done  to  supply  the  constant  demand,  and 
frequently  the  reserve  list  was  exhausted.  The  general  work  of 
nearly  all  the  teachers  was,  however,  very  satisfactory,  considering 
the  times  and  the  occasions,  and  the  educational  sentiment  of  the 
county  could  not  well  be  much  better.  Numerous  educational  meet- 
ings were  held  in  different  parts  of  the  county,  and  the  interest  was 
always  indicated  by  the  large  attendance  of  the  patrons. 

In  October,  1917,  a  farm  bureau  was  organized,  largely  through 
the  efforts  of  the  school  authorities,  and  on  January  12,  following, 
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Mr.  J.  M.  Fry  took  charge  as  county  agent.  This  movement,  of 
course,  is  largely  educational  and  it  has  completely  justified  itself  in 
tJie  short  time  that  it  has  been  in  operation.  Not  only  are  the  agri- 
cultural interests  affected  by  it,  but  with  Mr.  Fry's  co-operation  the 
schools  have  been  greatly  interested,  and  all  lines  of  educational 
activity  have  been  strengthened.  Repeated  efforts  have  been  made 
on  the  part  of  the  superintendent  to  establish  a  vocational  school, 
but  thus  far  without  success,  and  there  is  some  hope  that  in  con- 
junction with  the  Farm  Bureau  this  may  eventually  be  accomplished. 

Four  new  school  .buildings  were  erected  during  the  past  term.  One 
of  these  was  a  rural  one-room  building  in  Jordan  township,  a  very 
neat  structure,  built  according  to  State  specifications.  Two  of  the 
remaining  three  are  high  school  buildings,  costing  each,  when  fully 
equipped,  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  one  of  these 
is  in  Mount  Carmel  township,  and  the  other  in  Zerbe  township. 
Kulpmont  has  built  a  very  creditable  twelve-room  grade  school  build- 
ing at  a  cost  of  about  sixty  thousand  dollars.  East  Cameron  is  re- 
modeling its  old  buildings  on  modern  lines,  and  in  a  few  years  will 
have  fully  up-to-date  school  buildings  for  all  its  pupils.  Many  of 
the  districts  are  installing  modern  heating  plants  and  sanitary 
closets. 

Recognizing  the  increased  cost  of  living,  many  districts  have  in- 
creased the  teachers'  salaries,  and  others  may  be  compelled  to  do  so 
to  secure  teachers.    A  few  have  increased  the  length  of  term. 

This  county's  first  victim  on  the  battlefield  was  a  young  teacher, 
Alvin  E.  Long,  who  enlisted  in  the  Marine  Corps  in  April,.  1917,  and 
fell  at  Chateau  Thierry  on  June  15,  1918.  He  was  a  young  man  of 
great  promise,  with  every  indication  of  success  as  a  teacher.  •He  had 
taught  but  one  ter-m  and  fell  at  the  early  age  of  20. 

The  war  has  placed  its  burdens  upon  all,  and  has  added  much  to 
tlie  county  superintendent's  labors,  especially  if  he  has  interested 
himself  in  the  various  activities  incident  to  the  conflict.  It  likewise 
demands  the  efforts  of  the  teachers,  and  the  corps  from  Northumber- 
land county  has  heeded  the  call  on  almost  every  occasion.  At  a 
teachers'  meeting  in  Mount  Carmel  township,  when  the  matter  was 
presented  by  the  supervising  principal,  tlie  teachers  promptly  sub- 
scriber |2,00()  to  the  second  Liberty  Loan.  The.  pupils  of  this  town- 
ship have  invested  very  liberalh^  in  War  Savings  Stamps.  Mr. 
Donohoe,  the  supervising  principal,  has  been  very  active  in  every 
war  activity.  So  have  some  of  the  other  principals,  especially  Mr. 
Myron  Geddes  of  Northumberland,  Mr.  J.  A.  Shovlin,  of  Kulpmont, 
Mr.  John  B.  Boyer,  of  Dalmatia,  Mr.  Geo.  N.  Hartman  of  Herndon, 
Mr.  Paul  J.  Bowman  of  Montandon,  and  Mr.  Grant  Troutman  of 
Trevorton.     These  men  fullv  realize  that  the  war  is  the  trial  of 
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democracy,  and  the  public  school,  perhaps  more  than  any  other  in- 
stitution, will  be  aifected  by  its  results  and  must  take  a  hand  in 
tJie  conflict  for  its  own  perpetuity. 

In  conclusion,  we  hope  that,  while  present  conditions  last,  some 
measures  will  be  taken  by  the  Legislature  and  by  local  boards  to 
make  the  teachers'  salaries  a  little  more  commensurate  with  present 
conditions  of  living. 

With  sincere  thanks  to  all  who  have  assisted  during  the  past  year, 
and  with  hopes  that  the  number  of  satisfactory  teachers  may  equal 
the  demand  for  the  coming  term,  we  look  forward- to  the  next  year's 
work  with  confidence  that  the  public  will  continue  its  appreciation 
of  the  effort  made  by  the  teachers  to  advance  the  schools. 


PEKRY  COUNTY— I).  A.  Kline. 


During  the  past  year  I  have  been  agreeably  imj^ressed  with  the 
niagniflcent  civic  spirit  of  the  people  of  our  county.  I  have  been 
amazed  at  the  ease  with  which  every  "drive"  of  any  description  has 
b(fen  put  across.  I  do  not  believe  our  people  are  any  more  patriotic 
than  good  American  citizens  elsewhere.  In  the  chaste  English  of  an 
old  teacher  friend,  "We  seen  our  duty  and  we  done  it." 

War  gardens!  "Everybody's  doin'  it,"  They  are  as  popular  here 
as  the  three-shell  game  is  to  the  rural  deacon  traveling  incognito  at 
the  county  fair.  Even  the  county  superintendent  has  a  war  garden 
which  is*  both  the  pride  and  envy  of  his  neighborhood.  In  the  last 
convention  the  income  from  this  garden  was  seriously  considered  as 
an  offset  to  higher  salary.  Thus  is  the  financial  equation  of  life 
maintained. 

The  War  Garden  Contest  conducted  by  the  Civic  Club  of  Newport 
was  attended  with  much  success.  An  elaborate  schedule  of  prizes 
was  offered,  arranged  in  classes  for  boys  and  girls,  and  further 
arranged  with  regard  to  ages. 

Nearly  every  borough  enrolled  one  hundred  per  cent,  of  its  pupils 
in  the  Junior  Red  Cross.  While  the  county  districts  as  a  rule  did 
not  do  as  well,  yet  a  creditable  showing  was  made. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  along  all  lines  of  special  and  patriotic 
activities  the  teachers  and  pupils  performed  to  the  utmost  of  their 
leadership  and  ability. 

Ickesburg,  Landisburg,  and  Bloomfield  have  added  to  their  high 
school  courses. 

The  Blain  Vocational  High  School  is,  by  the  character  of  work 
being  done,  impressing  its  importance  and  worth  upon  the  conscience 
of  the  community. 
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There  was  a  great  dearth  of  good  teachers  during  the  past  school 
year.  It  was  most  difficult  to  fill  vacancies.  The  coming  year  bids 
fair  to  be  worse.  We  are  reliably  informed  that  conditions  in  ele- 
mentary education  have  really  improved  in  England  and  France 
during  the  past  four  years.  Evidently  we  have  something  to  learn 
here  in  America.  Earnest  school  workers  know  with  what  infinite 
pains  schools  are  brought  gradually  to  a  little  higher  plane  and 
v/ith  what  tobogganlike  glide  they  descend  under  unfavorable  con- 
ditions. The  inroads  that  have  been  suffered  to  be  made  on  our 
teaching  profession  were  unnecessary,  unwise  and  vicious. 

In  spite  of  a  delayed  school  opening  and  severe  weather,  and  a 
somewhat  reduced  efficiency  in  the  teaching  force,  much  commenrl- 
able  work  was  accomplished.  Many  rousing  community  meetings 
were  held  throughout  the  county. 

We  discovered  that  our  annual  Directors'  Convention  was  held  too 
eaply  last  fall  to  suit  the  convenience  of  busy  farmers.  We  have 
changed  the  date  of  meeting  to  the  last  Friday  and  Saturday  of 
November. 

Our  Teachers'  Institute  was  the  best  held  within  ten  years. 

A  county  superintendent  with  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
teachers  in  thirty  districts,  and  with  no  assistant,  is  as  likely  to  be 
as  much  overworked  as  our  friends  "camouflage"  and  "morale." 


PIKE  COUNTY— Lucian  Westbrook. 


During  the  past  school  year  the  health  and  attendance  of  pupils 
were  better  than  usual.  An  epidemic  of  measles  caused  three  schools 
t'j  be  closed  for  a  short  time  and  interfered  with  the  attendance  in 
ten  other  schools.  Discipline  and  instruction  were  satisfactory  in 
all  but  three  schools.  Salaries  were  increased  by  Milford  Indepen- 
dent district,  Blooming  Grove  increased  the  length  of  its  school  term 
from  seven  to  eight  months,  and  Greene  installed  three  more  Smith 
Heating  and  Ventilating  Systems  and  one  sanitary  closet.  Lacka- 
waxen  made  some  necessary  repairs  to  two  of  its  buildings,  and 
Matamoras  added  a  cabinet  and  one  hundred  dollars  worth  of  appa- 
ratus to  its  physical  laboratory  equipment. 

In  the  absence  of  a  Red  Cross  chapter  in  the  county  nothing  was 
done  toward  enrolling  the  pupils  of  the  schools  as  members  of  the 
Junior  Red  Cross  until  requested  to  do  so  by  State  Superintendent 
Schaeffer  late  in  February.    During  March  over  600  pupils  were  en- 
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loUed  as  members  of  the  Junior  Eed  Cross  and,  as  a  chapter  has 
since  been  organized  in  the  county,  we  expect  to  report  every  boy  and 
girl  in  the  county  a'  member  of  the  Junior  Bed  Cross  next  year. 

The  sale  -of  War  Savings  Stamps  was  started  in  the  schools  in 
March.  Reports  from  seventeen  teachers  show  that  they  sold  |1,835 
worth  of  stamps  during  March,  April  and  May.  As  the  term  in  most 
of  the  rural  schools  was  nearing  the  close,  the  majority  of  teachers 
in  these  schools  did  nothing  directlj^  toward  the  sale  of  stamps, 
especially  as  they  were  busy  at  the  time  with  the  registration  of 
women  and  the  farm  survey. 

The  farm  survey  was  conducted  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Robert  W. 
Meyer,  Farm  Help  Specialist,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
While  it  was  the  first  time  anything  of  the  kind  was  ever  under- 
taken by  our  teachers,  they  entered  into  it  with  such  zeal  and 
earnestness  that  a  fairly  accurate  farm  census  was  obtained,  and 
the  character  of  the  work  was  such  as  to  merit  words  of  commen- 
dation from  Mr,  Meyer. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  two  of  our  State  foresters  600  seedlings 
pf  forest  trees  were  obtained  from  the  State  Nursery  at  Analomink 
and  planted  in  the  forest  by  the  pupils  of  fourteen  of  our  schools. 
Another  year  we  hope  to  be  able  to  report  that  every  child  of  school 
age  in  Pike  county  has  joined  the  forest  conservation  movement  by 
planting  at  least  one  of  these  seedlings. 

Our  teaching  force  consisted  of  15  college  graduates,  17  State 
normal  school  graduates,  2  holding  State  permanent  certificates,  5 
holding  county  permanent  certificates,  17  holding  professional  cer- 
tificates and  24  holding  provisional  certificates.  Eight  (8)  of  our 
teachers  were  beginners.  The  enrollment  in  the  P.  S.  E.  A.  was  56 
teachers  out  of  a  possible  70. 

The  Annual  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  the  principal  educa- 
tional event  of  the  year.  It  was  held  at  Milford  during  the  week  of 
October  22.  Excellent  attendance  and  interest  prevailed  through- 
out the  week.  The  other  educational  events  were  the  Directors' 
Annual  Convention  and  the  usual  number  of  district  institutes. 

We  are  deeply  grateful  to  the  department  for  the  prompt  and 
courteous  response  to  all  appeals  for  assistance,  and  to  all  other 
agencies  that  helped  to  make  the  year's  work  successful. 


POTTER  COUNTY— A.  P.  Akeley. 


The  school  year  just  ended  marks  the  close  of  a  memorable  epoch 
in  the  history  of  Potter  county  schools.  On  the  10th  of  January, 
1918,  Superintendent  Welfling,  my  predecessor,  died  in  a  Buffalo 
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hospital  after  an  illness  of  about  three  months.  Since  1908  he  had 
been  superintendent  of  the  schools  of  Potter  county  and  during  the 
years  he  was  in  office  he  did  much  to  improve  the  schools  under  his 
charge  and  to  uplift  the  country  life  of  his  community.  Born  and 
bred  a  country  boy  in  Potter  county,  he  devoted  his  life  to  the  de- 
velopment of  the  educational  interests  of  the  country  people  who  so 
largely  compose  the  population  of  our  county.  Through  his  endeavers 
tJie  boys  and  girls  of  his  native  county  have  been  given  a  glimpse  of 
what  he  was  pleased  to  call  ''the  higher  life."  They  have  been 
brought  into  touch  with  the  masters  in  art,  in  poetry,  and  in  prose. 
TJiey  have  been  led  to  see  and  appreciate  the  exquisite  beauty  of 
their  surroundings.  They  have  been  inspired  to  love  country  life 
and  have  been  taught  to  respect  the  humble  tasks  of  the  farm. 

Immediately  following  his  election.  Superintendent  Welfling  in- 
augurated a  campaign  for  the  betterment  of  the  physical  surround- 
ings of  his  schools.  He  made  his  first  step  toward  this  end  by 
having  placed  in  each  school  room  in  Potter  county  one  or  more 
good  pictures.  His  aim  being,  as  he  said,  "To  have  Millet  speak  to 
the  boys  and  girls  of  the  dignity  of  labor,  Carot  inspire  them  with 
the  beautiful  in  nature,  and  Raphael  lead  them  to  the  Christ  in 
art."  Today  there  is  no  school  room  in  Potter  county  unadorned  by 
one  or  more  copies  from  the  masters. 

This  campaign  for  good  pictures  was  followed  by  a  movement  for 
school  gardens,  and  following  this  and  all  through  his  administra- 
tion was  the  improvement  of  school  grounds  and  the  buildings  them- 
selves, the  planting  of  trees  and  shrubs,  providing  better  means  of 
heating  and  ventilating  the  school  rooms,  equipping  playgrounds 
with  apparatus  and  making  in  numerous  ways  the  school  life  of  the 
boys  and  girls  of  Potter  county  more  attractive  and  more  wori.h 
while. 

Superintendent  Welfling  was  the  personal  friend  of  all  his  teachers. 
Under  his  superior  leadership  no  teacher  could  fail  to  do  work 
of  a  high  quality.  His  visit  to  a  school  room  inevitably  brought 
encouragement  and  inspiration  to  teacher  and  pupils.  He  led  his 
teachers  to  love  their  work  and  encouraged  them  on  to  professional 
growth  and  improved  scholarship.  Being  a  natural  born  philosopher, 
a  profound  thinker,  a  keen  student  of  child  psychology,  and  himself 
a  master  teacher,  Superintendent  Welfling  was  a  valued  counselor 
for  teachers,  parents  and  school  directors,  a  loyal  friend,  an  inspira- 
tional co-worker  and  an  appreciative  leader.  He  was  patient  and 
forebearing  and  the  high  ideals  which  he  held  were  an  inspiration 
to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  Having  been  his  assistant 
and  having  worked  very  closely  with  him,  I  came  to  know  and 
admire  his  wonderful  ability  and  to  appreciate  that  positive  force 
of  character  which  had  so  great  an  influence  through  all  of  Potter 
county. 
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During  the  past  year  the  advancement  of  Potter  county  schools 
has  been  in  keeping  with  the  precedent  established  under  Superin- 
tendent Welfling's  leadership.  The  129  rural  schools  report  the 
following : 

Money  raised  by  school  socials, |1,509.25 

Number  of  Casts  bought  for  school  rooms,  '. .  29 

Number  of  Casts  in  schools, 89 

Number  of  books  added  to  school  libraries,  . .  333 

Cost  of  books  added, |208.26 

Total  number  of  books  in  rural  school  li- 
braries,    8,994 

The  balance  of  this  money  was  expended  in  various  ways,  includ- 
ing many  contributions  to  the  Red  Cross,  the  purchase  of  victrolas, 
clocks,  drinking  fountains,  etc.  Practically  all  of  our  schools  have 
bought  Thrift  Stamps  and  in  many  Junior  and  Red  Cross  societies 
were  organized  and  much  good  work  was  done. 

Institute  was  held  the  last  week  of  October  at  Coudersport.  The 
instructors  were:  Hon.  Frank  B.  Willis,  Columbus,  Ohio;  Jesse  H. 
White,  Pittsburgh;  Prof.  L.  H.  Dennis,  Harrisburg,  and  Prof.  R.  J. 
McDowell,  Pittsburgh.  This  institute  was  one  of  the  most  enjoyable 
and  profitable  ever  held  in  Patter  county.  The  evening  entertain- 
ments were  Hon.  Frank  B.  Willis,  Strickland  Gillilan,  The  Marigold 
Girls'  Quartette,  and  the  Parish  Players. 

At  the  present  time  a  shortage  of  teachers  becomes  very  apparent. 
Many  of  our  lady  teachers  have  been  drawn  away  from  their  schools 
by  the  attractive  clerical  positions  created  by  the  war  conditions. 
Of  the  23  male  teachers  who  began  work  in  the  schools  of  Potter 
county  last  fall  7  are  already  doing  military  service  either  in  this 
country  or  abroad. 

Beside  Superintendent  Welfling  three  others  of  our  teachers  were 
claimed  by  death,  namely:  L.  D.  Ripple,  of  Costello,  a  man  who  had 
been  teaching,  mostly  in  Potter  county,  for  nearly  forty  years ;  H. 
L.  Pearsall,  of  Shinglehouse,  who  was  at  one  time  the  superintendent 
of  Cameron  county  schools,  and  E.  V.  Ingersoll,  principal  of  Oswayo 
High  School. 


SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY— Livingston  Seltzer. 


In  common  with  all  the  counties  of  our  State  and  Nation,  Schuyl- 
kill county  faced  the  educational  problems  brought  directly  or  indi- 
rectly by  the  great  world  war.     Notwithstanding  many  difficulties, 
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I  believe  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  we  have  maintained,  as  far  as 
could  be  expected,  the  ideal  of  keeping  the  schools  "going  as  usual." 
Teachers  are  appreciating  the  great  responsibility  which  devolves 
upon  them  of  teaching  children  the  meaning  and  spirit  of  the 
democracy  for  which  we  are  now  fighting. 

I  am  glad  to  report  that  the  schools  of  Schuylkill  reflect  the 
spirit  of  the  exalted  type  of  patriotism  for  which  this  grand  old 
county  has  long  been  noted.  Many  of  the  schools  entered  heartily 
into  war  activities — such  as  the  Eed  Cross,  Liberty  Loan  and  War 
Savings  Stamp  campaigns  and  others.  I  have  in  mind  a  high  school 
in  the  county,  the  150  or  160  students  of  which,  without  any 
organized  campaign,  bought  for  themselves,  or  for  others,  between 
$15,000  and  |20,000  worth  of  War  Savings  Stamps  within  a  period 
of  about  four  and  one-half  months.  In  some  schools  Junior  Red 
Cross  societies  were  organized  and  carried  on  under  the  supervision 
or  direction  of  the  teachers.  In  various  communities  war  gardens 
w  ere  successfully  cultivated.  In  nearly  every  school  throughout  the 
country  districts,  the  boys  and  girls  were  taught  how  to  test  seed  corn. 
I  feel  certain  that  in  all  our  schools  the  children  have  been  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  ''doing  their  bit"  in  the  production 
and  conservation  of  foodstuffs.  The  necessity  of  thrift  has  been 
strongly  emphasized. 

The  Schuylkill  County  Anti-Tuberculosis  Society  has  been  in- 
strumental in  bringing  to  thousands  of  our  school  children  the 
national  necessity  for  good  health  and  the  means  of  securing  and 
retaining  it. 

Special  school  activities  along  social  and  other  lines  seem  to  have 
been  eclipsed  for  the  time  being  by  war  activities.  However,  in 
several  districts  of  the  county  Parent-Teacher  associations  are  very 
much  alive. 

In  the  way  of  building  and  improvements  I  have  very  little  to 
report  for  the  year.  Several  new  buildings  are  badly  needed  and 
would  no  doubt  be  erected  by  this  time  were  it  not  for  the  prevailing 
war  conditions.  The  Porter  township  Vocational  High  School  Build- 
ing is  being  completed.  In  Barry  township  a  new  one-story  frame 
school  house  was  built.  Minor  improvements  have  been  made  in 
many  of  the  districts,  but  any  extensive  building  projects  are  prob- 
ably out  of  the  question  until  after  the  war. 

The  shortage  of  teachers  during  1917^1918  was  a  tremendous  prob- 
lem and  from  present  indications,  the  outlook  for  1918-1919  is 
infinitely  worse.  A  goodly  number  of  the  male  teachers  have  entered 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States.  High  salaries  and  wages 
paid  in  the  industrial  and  business  world  have  taken  from  the  school 
room  a  large  number  of  our  female  teachers.  The  great  difficulty 
experienced  in  finding  boarding  places,  especially  in  the  country 

8^11—1919 


114  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  OflE.  Doc. 

districts,  is  proving  a  great  drawback  iu  securing  teachers.  Again, 
low  salaries  and  high  cost  of  living  are  not  an  encouraging  combina- 
tion to  the  average  young  man  or  woman  toda3^ 

And  yet  we  are  making  some  progress  in  the  way  of  paying  better 
salaries.  I  believe  that  every  district  in  the  county  will  increase 
salaries  for  1918-1919.  Some  districts  may  have  to  pay  more  than 
tiiey  had  planned  if  they  wish  to  secure  teachers  at  all.  This  short- 
age of  teachers  may  have  a  tendency  to  hasten  consolidation.  -For 
instance,  in  Hegins  township  this  coming  year 'all  but  two  of  the 
one-room  buildings  will  be  abandoned. 

The  teachers  of  the  county  spent  a  pleasant  and  profitable  week 
attending  the  Fifty-fifth  Annual  Institute,  which  was  held  in  the 
Eippodrome  Theatre,  Pottsville  from  October  15th  to  19th,  1917. 
The  instructors  were  all  of  high  calibre  and  gave  splendid  service. 
Following  is  a  list  of  the  institute  instructors: 

Dr.  N.  C.  Schaeffer,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
Harrisburg,  Penna. 

Dr.  Charles  Zeublin,  Publicist,  Lecturer  and  Author,  Boston,  Mass. 

William  C.  Miller,  M.  D.,  Lecturer  and  Manager,  State  Health 
Exhibits,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Dr.  James  S.  Grim,  Professor  of  Agricultural  Education,  Key- 
stone State  Normal  School,  Kutztown,  Pa. 

Prof.  E.  H.  Huntsinger,  Founder  of  the  Huntsinger  Business  Col- 
lege, Hartford,  Conn. 

Miss  Jessie  L.  Newlin,  Department  of  Public  Speaking,  Chicago 
L'niversity,  Chicago,  111. 

Mr.  Harve  Tibbott,  Baritone  Soloist,  Ebensburg,  Pa. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  teachers,  directors,  friends  and  the  State 
l>epartment  for  many  kindnesses  and  courtesies  extended  during  the 
past  school  year. 


SNYDER  COUNTY— T.  A.  Stetler. 


We  believe  that  the  past  school  year  has  been  one  of  the  best  school 
years  since  we  have  been  in  office.  There  was  increased  interest 
manifested  at  our  Teachers'  Institute,  at  our  Teachers'  Association 
and  at  our  Directors'  Convention. 

Our  teachers  were  asked  to  do  much  work  that  they  had  never 
been  asked  to  do  before,  but  they  at  all  times  expressed  and  showed 
a  willingness  to  do  their  very  best.  They  took  an  active  part  in  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  campaign,  and  it  was  largely  through  their  untiring  ef- 
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forts  that  Snyder  county  was  able  to  raise  more  than  her  quota.  In 
the  Bed  Cross  campaign,  the  teachers  Avere  and  continue  to  be  active. 
They  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  War  Savings  drive. 

During  the  year  each  teacher  in  the  county  made  an  agricultural 
survey  of  every  farm  in  the  county.  This  proved  to  be  very  interest- 
ing as  well  as  educational.  These  campaigns  and  drives  have  proven 
helpful  to  the  teachers,  pupils  and  citizens  in  general.  They  have 
been  the  means  of  bringing  us  all  in  closer  touch  with  one  another. 

During  the  year  we  examined  seventy-two  applicants  for  teachers' 
certificates ;  of  these,  ten  were  rejected. 

Due  to  the  war,  and  the  conditions  resulting  therefrom,  all 
districts  postponed  the  erection  of  new  buildings.  A  number  of  dis- 
tricts did  some  repairing  and  improving  of  the  old  buildings. 

The  attendance  in  the  high  schools  was  excellent  in  spite  of  the 
call  from  the  factories  and  industrial  enterprises. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Middleburg,  Dec.  3-7. 
All  the  teachers  of  the  county  were  in  attendance.  The  following 
were  the  day  instructors: 

Dr.  Fred  L.  Keeler,  Lansing,  Michigan;  Dr.  Frank  L.  Wright, 
Boston,  Massachusetts;  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  West  Chester,  Pa.; 
Dr.  G.  E.  Fisher,  Selinsgrove,  Pa. ;  Dr.  J.  I.  Woodruff,  Selinsgrove, 
Pa.,  and  Dr.  Frank  P.  Manhart,  Selinsgrove,  Pa. 

The  evening  attractions  were  as  follows: 

The  Paramount  Entertainers. 
The  Parish  Players. 
The  Musical  Guardsman. 
Strickland  W.  Gillilan. 
Dr.  Edward  Amherst  Ott. 

The  County  School  Directors'  Association  met  in  Middleburg,  Janu- 
ary 7-8,  1918.  This  meeting  was  one  of  the  best  ever  held  in  Snyder 
county.  Dr.  Schaeffer,  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction;  Supt. 
L.  E.  McGinnes,  of  Steelton,  Pa.,  and  Supt.  John  Snoke,  of  Lebanon, 
Pa.,  were  present  and  delivered  a  number  of  interesting  and  timely 
addresses. 

We  are  glad  to  state  that  a  number  of  our  teachers  are  attending 
the  Summer  Session  at  State  College,  while  others  are  in  attendance 
at  other  schools.  We  regret  to  state,  however,  that  the  most  of  these 
are  ladies.  The  men  are  slowly  dropping  out  of  the  profession.  Our 
county  always  had  a  large  percentage  of  male  teachers.  This  per- 
centage is  going  to  be  reduced.  Unless  there  is  some  means  devised 
so  that  the  teachers  will  be  better  compensated  for  their  services, 
I  fear  we  will  have  very  few  men  remaining  in  the  profession. 

We  are  not  discouraged,  however,  we  believe  that  the  teacher  is 
just  beginning  to  receive  some  recognition,  and  that  after  the  war 
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is  ended  and  democracy  triumphant,  the  teacher  will  be  recognized 
as  one  of  the  important  factors  in  the  democracy,  and  will  then  be 
justly  compensated  for  his  or  her  services. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  the  many  courtesies  ex- 
tended to  us,  also  the  teachers,  pupils,  patrons  and  directors  for 
their  co-operation,  likewise  the  press  of  the  county  for  helping  to 
promote  a  good  and  healthy  educational  sentiment. 


SOMEESET  COUNTY— D.  W.  Seibert. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion my  sixteenth  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Somerset  county. 
Since  I  now  sever  my  official  relation  with  those  for  whom  it  has 
been  my  pleasure,  as  well  as  my  duty,  to  labor,  I  shall  confine  this 
report  to  a  brief  review  rather  than  to  state  any  purpose  for  the 
continued  supervision  of  the  schools. 

To  sum  up  the  endeavors  in  the  field  of  school  activities  during  a 
period  of  years  is  not  an  easy  task  because  the  harvest  is  remote, 
the  fruitage  remains  to  be  gathered  in  later  years.  A  superintendent 
must  have  ideals,  definite  plans  for  the  betterment  of  the  school  con- 
ditions in  general.  Sometimes  when  he  attempts  toi  use  his  carefully 
wrought  plans  he  is  confronted  by  the  law  of  limitation  and  com- 
pelled to  exchange  the  results  of  the  culmination  of  his  original 
designs  for  discouraging  makeshifts.  His  consolation,  however,  lies 
in  the  fact  that  the  best  fruits  are  often  hidden.  The  germ  planted 
may  li6  dormant  for  years  and  yet  yield  a  bountiful  harvest.  All  in 
all,  it  becomes  a  grand  pleasure  to  pass  in  review  the  doings  of  our 
yeomenry,  directors,  teachers  and  pupils  as  they  were  related  to  our 
schools  for  a  period  of  sixteen  years.  We  note  glimpses  of  the  great 
lever,  public  opinion,  as  it  has  served  to  advance  or  retard  the  work 
of  the  public  schools.  We  have  had  to  contend  with  the  fact  that  in 
every  single  district  sentiment,  to  at  least  some  extent,  differs  from 
that  of  all  other  districts.  This  constitutes  what  perhaps  may  be 
called  a  system  of  education  peculiarly  its  own.  In  many  instances 
these  customs  and  general  opinions  regarding  the  educating  and 
training  of  children  are  worthy  of  notice  and  must  be  recognized, 
even  if  not  in  absolute  harmony  with  the  views  of  later  teaching. 
Conservatism  which  should  prevent  retrogression  is  sometimes  so 
securely  fixed  in  districts  that  progress  is  impossible.  The  burden 
of  building  a  progressive  sentiment  in  these  districts  falls  upon 
teachers,  directors  and  superintendent.     It  may  be  observed  that 
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teachers  have  definite  aims  and  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  principles 
governing  the  development  of  children,  but  are  markedly  lacking  in 
acquiring  a  knowledge  of  the  community  life  that  surrounds  the 
school.  This  neglect  usually  spells  failure  for  the  teacher  in  the 
particular  district  in  which  she  serves. 

One  of  the  most  helpful  results,  by  way  of  a  forward  movement  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  are  now  in  school,  was  obtained  through  the 
organization  of  a  "County  Boys'  Agricultural  Club  and  Girls'  Do- 
mestic Science  League."  The  interest  taken  by  the  pupils,  and  also 
by  the  parents,  in  all  parts  of  the  county  was  almost  spontaneous. 
It  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  boys  and  girls  to 
do  useful  things,  particularly  to  inspire  those  who  have  never  tried, 
or  even  thought  such  prosaic  things  as  raising  com  and  baking  bread 
were  worth  while.  We  believe  in  this  way  the  boys  and  girls  may  be 
taught  to  derive  pleasure  from  the  work  which  afterwards  will  be 
theirs  to  use  as  a  means  of  earning  a  livelihood.  This  work  has 
helped  to  give  the  boys  an  interest  in  farming  by  creating  a  pleasure 
in  doing  the  work  which  they  formerly  looked  upon  as  a  compulsory 
task.  In  this  way  the  work  has  been  powerful  in  moulding  public 
sentiment  regarding  the  usefulness  of  the  school  and  in  creating  a 
willingness  to  meet  the  demands  for  better  rural  schools.  We  sought 
to  interest  the  girls  in  everything  that  pertains  to  home  life  and  to 
encourage  them  to  apply  science  in  the  interest  of  greater  efficiency 
and  at  the  same  time  to  eliminate  the  old  form  of  guess  work. 

The  whole  problem  of  education  is  a  practical  one  and  requires 
for  its  solution  the  best  thought  and  effort,  not  only  of  educators, 
but  of  all  practical  men  and  women  in  the  community  which  the 
particular  school  serves.  To  this  end  we  aimed  to  have  credit  given 
by  the  teachers  for  all  work  done  in  the  homes  and  on  the  farms 
during  the  term  of  school.  When  our  rural  schools  find  their  proper 
sphere  every  industry  in  the  community  will  find  its  place  in  the 
school  course.  By  the  use  of  a  scientific  equipment  such  as  is  fur- 
nished by  the  kitchens,  farms,  gardens,  orchards,  barns  and  dairies 
of  the  district  as  a  laboratory,  there  should  be  no  trouble  in  having 
a  school  that  will  fulfill  the  requirements  of  the  community. 

During  the  year  just  passed  war  gardens  Avere  common  through- 
out the  county  and  food  was  produced  from  some  plots  that  have 
Ijrobably  been  lying  idle  since  the  red  men  ceased  to  roam  over  them. 
Inasmuch  as  agriculture  is  our  chief  primary  industry,  the  war 
gardens  in  addition  to  producing  food  have  preached  sermons  of  the 
love  of  nature  into  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  children.  They  have 
served  as  a  means  of  good  scientific  farming,  rendering  some  returns 
for  the  labor  expended  and  dignifying  in- the  eyes  of  the  children  the 
occupation  which  in  the  last  analysis  feeds  the  world.  The  lesson 
that  has  been  learned  during  the  past  year  was  severe,  but  it  has 


118  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  0£E.  Doc. 

taught  for  all  time  that  the  soil  and  what  it  produces  is  the  dominant 
interest  of  our  country  and  that  its  destiny  rests  largely  with  the 
men  and  women  of  the  farms. 

Ked  Cross  work  has  had  a  prominent  place  in  the  role  of  what  was 
generally  considered  proper  school  duties.  The  Junior  Ked  Cross 
was  organized  in  many  of  our  schools  and  pupils  everywhere  gave 
freely  toward  the  cause  in  which  we  all  have  a  common  interest.  The 
purchase  of  Thrift  Stamps  was  regarded  as  a  one  hundred  per  cent, 
activity  of  the  school.  In  instances  where  it  was  known  to  place  a 
severe  burden  upon  a  pupil  the  other  pupils  assisted  in  finding 
opportunities  whereby  the  children  could  earn  money  for  the  purchase 
of  the  stamps. 

The  schools,  in  their  influence  and  utility,  have  kept  abreast  of 
the  standards  of  progress  in  other  lines.  Our  teachers  are  more 
studious.  Our  people  are  better  acquainted  with  the  operating  of 
schools.  School  grounds  are  larger.  Our  buildings  are  more  com- 
fortable. The  value  of  the  health  of  our  children  is  more  keenly 
appreciated.  Our  homes  and  schools  have  been  brought  into  a 
closer  relationship  and  the  opportunities  of  our  children  have  been 
enhanced.  The  standard  of  scholarship  has  been  gradually  raised 
in  harmony  with  the  demand  for  well  developed  competent  young 
people  in  every  department  of  life. 

It  is  not  part  of  our  purpose  to  over  emphasize  the  progress  of 
our  public  schools.  We  appreciate  the  fact  that  this  condition  is 
not  peculiar  to  Somerset  county  alone,  but  is  general  in  the^great 
majority  of  our  American  public  schools.  On  the  other  hand  we 
believe  it  to  be  in  harmony  with  the  value  of  a  report  to  point  to 
the  products  of  our  public  schools,  viz:  to  a  citizenship  of  genuine 
activity,  to  a  force  of  self  sacrificing  teachers,  unsurpassed  for  de- 
votion to  duty,  and  last  but  not  least  to  a  bright  and  promising 
school  population  that  indicates  the  hope  of  a  county  of  real  worth. 

Included  among  our  school  made  citizenship  are  many  of  the  very 
flower  of  manhood — the  crown  of  our  rejoicing — who  have  gone  forth 
and  are  now  battling  for  the  principles  that  are  greater  than  men. 
It  seems  only  yesterday  that  those  of  our  boys  who  were  in  the  front 
line  when  the  enemy  of  freedom  was  brought  to  a  halt  in  his  last 
great  drive  were  in  school.  Many  of  our  boys  fell,  but  those  who  did, 
died  for  more  than  their  country;  they  died  that  the  world  might 
have  a  lasting  peace.  Their  lives  were  required  in  order  that  the 
best  and  the  safest  world  that  the  sun  ever  shone  upon  might  result. 

The  teachers  of  the  county  have  given  me  their  united  support 
in  my  efforts  to  raise  the  standard  of  education  and  better  our 
school  conditions.  Their  sterling  loyalty  and  indefatigable  activities 
have  been  the  means  by  which  we  are  led  to  believe  that  much  has 
been  accomplished  for  the  efficiency  of  our  boys  and  girls,  although 
much  more  remains  to  be  accomplished. 
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Sixteen  years  ago  I  assumed  the  duties  of  county  supervision, 
mildly  conscious  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  position  and  the 
strenuous  character  of  the  work.  •  During  my  incumbency  I  feel  that 
1  have  given  to  the  schools  of  the  county  my  most  earnest  and  sincere 
efforts,  although  the  aims  which  I  hoped  to  accomplish  frequently 
could  not  be  reached.  These  years  have  been  filled  with  hard  work, 
but  they  have  also  been  brightened  by  keen  interest  and  the  pleasure 
of  many  friendships.  The  cheerful  co-operation  of  teachers,  the 
cordial  support  of  directors,  the  kindness  and  hospitality  of  friends 
formed  a  basis  that  filled  the  work  with  such  pleasure  as  to  cause 
the  hardships  of  the  service  to  be  remembered  as  real  enjoyment. 


SULLIVAN  COUNTY— H.  R.  Henning. 


In  submitting  this,  my  sixth  annual  report,  it  is  pleasing  to  be 
able  to  state  that  the  educational  progress  in  the  schools  of  Sullivan 
county  has  been  steady  and  encouraging  throughout  the  year.  In 
some  districts  much  improvement  was  made,  while  a  few  must  be 
regarded  as  less  active  and  not  as  progressive  as  conditions  warrant. 

War  activities  have  been  effective  on  the  educational  work  of  the 
year.  In  many  of  the  districts  the  teachers  and  pupils  have  taken 
the  initiative  in  this  line  of  progress.  Especially  is  this  true  in 
Red  Cross,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  Thrift  Stamp  activities.  Shovel  Tag 
Day,  as  suggested  by  our  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction, 
was  carried  out  in  all  the  schools  of  the  county,  2,500  tags  being 
distributed  by  the  pupils.  Patriotic  Day  was  observed  in  85%  of 
the  schools  with  appropriate  songs,  flag  salutes,  recitations,  demon- 
strations and  a  study  of  the  achievements  of  some  of  our  great 
Americans.  Some  of  the  high  school  commencements  used  patriotism 
as  the  basis  of  their  renditions  and  decorations.  The  true  spirit  of 
patriotism  is  being  inculcated  into  our  young  Americans  as  never 
before. 

The  shortage  of  teachers  has  a  tendency  to  reduce  the  efficiency  of 
our  work,  for  we  find  it  necessary  to  delve  more  into  the  weaker  ele- 
ment to  fill  the  positions.  Unless  the  salary  of  teachers  is  increased 
in  proportion  to  the  salaries  of  other  positions,  I  fear  the  effect  on 
our  educational  system.  We  lost  several  members  of  our  teaching 
force  in  taking  up  other  positions  with  more  lucrative  salaries.  The 
small  salary  of  the  teacher  is  one  of  the  greatest  obstacles,  if  not 
the  greatest,  in  our  teaching  profession  today. 
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The  advancement  and  professional  growth  of  .our  teachers  is 
worthy  of  mention.  About  40%  of  the  teachers  of  the  county 
attended  the  Teachers'  Summer  School  at  Dushore.  Approxi; 
mately  10%  attended  the  Summer  Session  at  State  College.  Teach- 
ers' meetings  were  well  attended.  Local  meetings  were  held  in  each 
school  district  of  the  county.  The  county  is  divided  into  three  sec- 
tions and  each  section  holds  at  least  one  meeting  in  each  district  of 
which  it  is  composed.  This  plan  gives  each  teacher  the  opportunity 
of  attending  several  local  meetings  during  the  school  year. 

The  County  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  at  Dushore,  October 
16-20.  Every  teacher  of  the  county  was  present  and  attended 
throughout  the  week. 

The  following  were  the  day  instructors: 

Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  State  Educational  Dept.,  Elmira. 
Dr.  J.  Geo.  Becht,  State  Board  of  Education,  Harrisburg. 
Dr.  Wm.  K.  Straughn,  Principal  Mansfield  State  Normal. 
Atty.  F.  W.  Meylert,  Laporte. 

Evening  attractions: 

Monday,  Lecture  by  John  F.  Chambers,  Pittsburgh. 
Tuesday,  Entertainment  by  the  Marigold  Quartette. 
Wednesday,  Play,  The  Parish  Players. 
Thursday,  Entertainment,  The  Harmony  Glee  Club. 

The  Annual  Directors'  Convention  was  at  Dushore,  October  19. 
Reports  of  the  State  Directors'  meeting  at  Harrisburg  were  pre- 
sented by  the  delegates,  Joel  Dutter  of  Colley  township,  George 
Hartzig  of  Cherry  township,  and  Fred  Rogers  of  Forksville  boro. 

Dr.  J.  Geo.  Becht,  Dr.  O.  L.  Warren,  Dr.  Wm.  R.  Straughn,  Atty. 
J.  H.  Thayer,  of  Dushore,  and  Supt.  Evans,  of  Columbia,  addressed 
the  convention. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year: 

Pres.  F.  W.  Meylert,  Laporte  boro, 

1st  V.  Pres.,  B.  F.  Crossley,  Dushore  boro, 

2nd  Vice  Pres.,  H.  L.  Molyneux,  Forks  tw])., 

Secy.  J.  H.  Parrish,  Fox  twp., 

Treas.,  R.  H.  Hoag,  Dushore  boro, 
''        Auditor,  C.  A.  Bahr,  Dushore  boro. 
Delegates  to  State  Convention: 

Harvey  Hess,  Laporte  twp., 

John  Heiber,  Cherry  twp., 

J.  H.  Parrish,  Fox  twp. 

The  writer's  thanks  are  extended  to  all  wlio  have  contributed  to- 
ward the  success  of  the  school  vear. 
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SUSQUEHANNA  COUNTY— Geo.  A.  Stearns. 


Health  conditions  throughout  the  county  have  been  better  than 
usual,  although  the  extremely  cold  weather  has  prevented  the  at- 
tendance of  many  pupils  who  would  otherwise  have  been  regularly 
present. 

Many  schools  have  made  some  improvement  in  school  room  decora- 
tions and  equipment,  but  owing  to  the  many  patriotic  and  com- 
mercial demands,  these  have  not  been  so  extensive  as  usual. 

Bridgewater  township  has  repaired  all  of  its  one-room  buildings 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  meet  the  requirements  for  light.  These  are 
now  examples  of  what  may  be  done  in  this  respect  by  other  districts. 

The  military,  commercial  and  governmental  demands  of  the 
country  have  made  it  very  difficult  to  secure  a  sufficient  number  of 
teachers  who  were  especially  fitted  for  the  work.  In  spite  of  the 
recent  increase  in  teachers'  salaries,  the  inducements  offered  in  other 
lines  of  employment  have  been  greater  and  several  teachers  have 
left  the  profession.  Their  places  had  to  be  supplied  by  those  of 
inexperience.  As  a  result,  we  are  obliged  to  report  a  larger  number 
of  "near  failures"  than  usual. 

Principals  for  high  schools  were  especially  difficult  to  procure,  and 
the  outlook  for  the  coming  year  is  even  less  promising. 

We  feel,  however,  that  the  high  school  work  has  not  suffered  ma- 
terially this  year  and  the  attendance  as  a  whole  has  been  normal. 

The  second  grade  school  at  Harford  was  changed  to  a  vocational 
school  and  the  attendance  and  work  accomplished  have  been  very 
satisfactory. 

Through  the  liberality  of  one  who  is  much  interested  in  voca- 
tional education,  an  experiment  is  being  tried  whereby  a  teacher  of 
domestic  science  visits  each  of  five  schools  v/eekly,  giving  a  day's 
instruction  .to  the  girls  in  high  school  or  eighth  grade.  These  schools 
are  located  at  New  Milford,  Hop  Bottom,  Brooklyn,  Dimock  and 
Springville.  The  teacher  is  Miss  Fannie  L.  Gill,  and  the  work  has 
been  successful,  and  appreciated  by  those  who  have  had  the  privi- 
lege of  its  patronage. 

The  usual  number  of  teachers'  meetings  were  held  throughout  the 
year.  These  were,  as  a  rule,  of  the  "round  table"  order,  although 
special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  annual  meeting  held  at  Lenox- 
ville,  which  is  of  a  community  nature.  Dr.  C.  F.  Hoban,  of  Dunmore, 
was  the  afternoon  and  evening  speaker. 

A  large  community  picnic  was  held  at  Fairdale  in  the  fall,  and 
the  schools  of  the  immediate  districts  were  well  represented  and 
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took  part  in  the  exercises.  Much  interest  centered  around  the  out- 
come of  the  pig  growing  contest  which  was  decided  at  this  time. 
The  Farm  Bureau  Agent  was  the  prime  mover  in  this  enterprise. 

Debates  were  arranged  between  the  pupils  of  the  Montrose  and 
Harford  schools  and  between  Forest  City  and  Susquehanna.  The 
latter  one  was  canceled ;  but  the  winning  team,  Harford,  of  the  first 
group,  will  soon  "try  titles"  with  the  Forest  City  team. 

During  the  year  208  schools  were  visited  once,  82  twice,  15  three 
times  and  10  four  times ;  a  total  of  457  visits. 

Looking  back  over  thirteen  years  of  supervision  work,  we  note 
numerous  changes.  Some  of  these  indicate  a  weakness  in  our  school 
system,  while  others  are  indicative  of  improvement. 

In  1905  there  were  285  teachers  in  the  county — the  same  number 
as  this  year.  Of  this  original  number  only  37  are  teaching  this  year. 
This  is  a  weakness  of  our  system. 

The  certification  of  teachers  then  and  now  is  as  follows : 

.  1905.  1917. 

Provisional,   170  86 

Professional,    50  41 

Permanent,   17  33" 

Normal  School,   42  -            104 

College, 4  19 

Those  to  whom  provisional  certificates  have  been  granted  for  the 
first  time  during  the  past  four  years  have  had  at  least  two  years  of 
high  school  training. 

In  1905  the  high  school  act  relative  to  boroughs  was  not  op- 
erative so  far  as  special  appropriation  is  concerned,  and  we  had  at 
that  time  but  two  such  schools  in  the  county.  There  were  three 
recognized  township  high  schools. 

Now  there  are  three  first  grade,  three  second  grade  and  four  third 
grade  borough  schools,  and  two  second  grade  and  three  third  grade 
township  schools,  and  one  vocational  school  in  the  county. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  attendance  at  Herrick  and  Uniondale 
is  so  small  as  to  place  these  schools  in  the  uncertain  list  from  year 
to  year.  If  a  plan  of  consolidation  could  be  agreed  upon  between 
these  two  districts,  a  school  of  strength  and  satisfactory  standing 
could  be  maintained. 

Consolidation  of  small  schools,  which  was  started  in  Herrick  town- 
ship in  1901^ — the  first  in  the  State — has  not  spread  extensively,  al- 
though Harford,  Brooklyn  and  Dimock  are  now  quite  generally 
consolidated.  The  cost  of  transportation  is  now"  a  serious  factor 
working  against  the  plan. 

Since  1905  new  buildings  have  been  erected  at  Auburn  Center, 
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Kush,  Harford,  Hallstead,  Forest  City,  Flynn  and  South  Montrose. 
Brooklyn  and  Hop  Bottom  have  remodeled  their  buildings  to  meet 
the  demands  of  increased  attendance. 

Dimock  township  has  been  the  recipient  of  a  first  class  four-room 
building,  well  equipped  in  every  respect.  Messrs.  Francis  R.  Cope, 
Jr.,  and  Percy  Ballentine  being  the  donors. 

One  of  the  present  needs  of  the  county  is  a  spirit  of  "building 
improvement"  in  nearly  every  community,  which  will  result  in 
modern  buildings  in  almost  every  sub-district.  Better  lighted  build- 
ings, better  ventilated  buildings,  buildings  with  indoor  sanitary 
toilets,  are  much  needed  to  place  the  school  equipment  on  a  par  with 
the  dwelling  houses,  or  even  the  barns  of  the  county.  How  many 
times  have  we  been  led  to  remark,  "How  much  better  are  many  of  the 
cows  of  the  county  cared  for  than  are  the  boys  and  girls  in  the 
schools  in  these  numerous  districts." 

This  leads  us  to  speak  of  one  of  the  serious  difficulties  lying  in  the 
way  of  these  needed  improvements.  This  is  the  inability  of  the  school 
boards  to  raise  a  sufficient  amount  of  funds  for  this  work  and,  in 
some  instances,  even  to  provide  for  the  necessary  current  expenses. 
This  difficulty  exists  because  of  the  extremely  low  valuation  of  prop- 
erty made  by  the  assessors  and  accepted  by  those  in  authority. 

A  valuation  of  one-third  of  the  sale  value  is  supposed  to  be  the 
basis  of  assessment ;  but  we  know  of  many  properties  for  which 
the  owners  could  readily  sell  at  four,  five  and  sometimes  six  times 
the  assessed  valuation.  This  makes  a  levy  of  twenty-five  mills  an 
actual  levy  of  from  four  to  eight  mills.  Many  counties  of  the  State 
are  now  assessing  property  at  70%  to  90%  of  its  real  value.  Until 
such  a  change  is  made  in  this  county,  and  an  interest  is  awakened 
in  civic  improvement,  we  can  expect  little  change  in  present  con- 
ditions.   - 

Another  condition  exists  which,  we  believe,  can,  and  should  be  im- 
proved. This  is  the  present  unsatisfactory  articulation  between  lower 
and  higher  grade  schools.  We  believe  that  a  system  of  stand- 
ardization should  be  worked  out  whereby  a  student  who  attends  a 
lower  grade  school  may,  at  the  close  of  each  year,  take  an  examina- 
tion in  the  work  covered  which,  if  passed,  shall  be  recognized  by  the 
highest  school  authorities  of  the  State.  This  will  do  much  to  bring 
weak  schools  up  to  required  standards,  and  will,  in  many  cases,  en- 
courage pupils  to  go  to  higher  institutions.  The  bo}^  or  girl  who 
graduates  from  a  second  or  third  grade  school  in  his  home  district, 
and  finds  that  his  diplomas  give  him  no  standing  in  higher  institu- 
tions, feels  disappointed  and  chagrined.  High  school  teachers  should 
become  interested  in  this  condition  and  do  what  they  can  to 
improve  it. 

In  closing  this,  our  last  report,  we  desire  to  express  our  sincere 
appreciation  of  the  faithful  efforts  of  nearly  all  teachers  of  the 
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ccunty  during  our  term  of  service.  We  appreciate  the  numerous 
expressions  of  encouragement,  and  the  charity  shown  for  our  short- 
comings. The  many  pleasant  acquaintances  formed  will  brighten 
the  pages  of  memory's  album  in  the  years  to  come.  There  have  been 
disappointments  and  discouragements  connected  with  the  work,  but 
we  shall  remember  only  the  pleasures  of  the  work,  and  the  loyalty 
of  the  workers. 

In  laying  aside  these  most  important  duties,  it  is  with  the  hope 
and  belief  that  all  who  in  the  future  have  to  do  with  the  growth  and 
development  of  childhood  will  approach  their  task  with  that  earnest- 
ness and  fidelity  essential  to  produce  a  broader  and  better  manhood 
and  womanhood. 


TIOGA  COUNTY— E.  A.  Retan. 


During  the  school  year  just  closed  a  good,  healthy  spirit  has  been 
shown  by  the  pupils,  teachers,  directors  and  patrons.  The  attendance 
has  been  very  satisfactory,  notwithstanding  the  most  severe  winter  in 
the  history  of  the  county.  The  usual  educational  meetings,  which 
were  held  in  the  several  districts,  were  well  attended. 

The  fiftieth  annual  institute  was  held  the  week  of  October  22nd. 
Among  the  instructors  were  Dr.  Payson  Smith,  Commissioner  of 
Education,  Mass.;  Dr.  Arthur  Holmes,  State  College;  Dr.  Reed  B. 
Teitrick,  of  our  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  and  the  Hon.  S. 
D.  Fess,  member  of  Congress,  Ohio.  Supt.  Chas.  Hoban,  Dunmore, 
Pa.,  and  Dr.  M.  Austice  Harris,  Dean  of  the  Elmira  Female  College, 
were  engaged  for  grade  and  high  school  sectional  work.  The  ad- 
dresses of  Dr.  Fess  were  valuable  in  arousing  a  patriotic  spirit 
throughout  the  entire  county.  It  was  the  opinion  of  all  that  this 
was  the  best  institute  ever  held  in  the  county.  The  Directors'  Con- 
vention was  held  at  the  same  time,  thus  giving  them  an  opportunity 
to  hear  several  of  the  institute  instructors. 

Our  schools  have  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  several  war  activi- 
ties. Nearly  all  our  high  schools  show  an  enrollment  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  student  body  in  the  Junior  Eed  Cross  and  the  larger  num- 
ber of  the  rural  schools  report  organization.  Special  drives  w^ere 
made  by  the  high  schools  for  the  sale  of  Liberty  Bonds  and  Thrift 
Stamps.  While  the  list  of  schools  and  work  accomplished  are  too 
long  to  give,  several  thousand  dollars  have  been  raised  and  much 
work  done  for  the  promotion  of  the  war.  Instead  of  the  usual  Wash- 
ington trip,  many  of  the  graduating  classes  have  contributed  the 
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money  raised  for  this  purpose  to  the  Red  Cross  and  Y.  M.  C.  A.  In 
the  Wellsboro  High  School,  twenty-two  boys  pledged  themselves  to 
earn  and  pay  |10.00  each  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  by  July  1. 

Club  work,  which  was  organized  three  years  ago,  has  taken  on  a 
permanent  aspect  since  the  County  Agent  has  taken  charge  of  the 
professional  part  of  the  activities.  Eighty  boys  competed  for  prizes 
in  raising  potatoes.  The  prizes  consisted  of  purebred  stock,  farm 
magazines,  milk  testers,  etc.  For  the  present  school  year  club  work 
is  progressing  in  three  divisions.  491  children  are  raising  corn,  50 
are  in  potato  clubs  and  a  large  number  are  cultivating  war  gardens. 
One  of  the  objects  of  the  corn  clubs  is  to  discover  a  variety  of  corn 
that  will  be  suitable  as  a  standard  for  this  section.  A  greater 
interest  was  taken  in  corn  testing  than  previously. 

The  most  perplexing  problem  of  the  year  was  to  fill  the  schools 
and  keep  them  provided  with  teachers.  Fortunately  the  larger  num- 
ber of  young  men  were  not  called  for  service  before  the  close  of  the 
school  year.  Three  different  principals  were  placed  in  charge  of  one 
school  as  two  were  called  for  service.  The  problem  will  be  more 
acute  during  the  ensuing  year,  regardless  of  the  increase  in  salaries 
by  most  village  boards. 

Wellsboro  is  completing  an  annex  to  provide  for  the  growing  popu- 
lation. Elkland  purchased  a  two-room  portable  building  to  tide  the 
district  over  the  high  cost  of  construction  of  a  new  high  school  build- 
ing. Charleston  township  is  to  consolidate  the  schools  of  the 
south  end  of  the  district.  Improvements  have  been  made  and  are  to 
be  made  in  several  of  the  one-room  buildings. 

In  this,  my  last  report,  I  should  like  to  give  a  detailed  statement 
of  what  has  been  accomplished  during  my  two  terms,  but  as  space 
will  not  permit,  I  shall  mention  the  following  only:  The  rural  schools 
have  been  graded  and  are  following  the  State  Course  of  Study;  six 
high  schools  have  been  established ;  the  classification  of  nearly  all 
of  the  high  schools  has  been  advanced;  new  high  school  buildings 
have  been  erected  at  Westfield,  Lawrenceville,  Tioga,  Morris  Run, 
Morris  and  Covington,  with  improvement  and  enlargement  of  build- 
ings in  other  villages;  schools  have  been  consolidated  at  Tioga,  Cov- 
ington, Mansfield,  Sabinsville  and  Knoxville,  where  pupils  are  now 
transported  from  the  rural  schools  within  a  suitable  distance.  Much 
interest  and  enthusiasm  has  been  created  in  the  rural  schools  by 
the  co-operation  of  the  teachers.  Several  thousand  dollars  have 
been  raised  and  expended  for  pictures,  books  and  necessary  equip- 
ment. The  Tioga  County  School  Journal  has  proved  a  most  valuable 
agency  in  stimulating  a  spirit  for  better  rural  schools.  The  number 
of  provisional  certificate  teachers  has  been  lessened  fully  fifty  per 
cent.  Warm  lunches,  sewing  and  like  activities  have  a  prominent 
place  in  the  roral  schools. 
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After  having  been  identified  with  the  schools  of  the  county  for 
nearly  thirty-five  years,  it  has  been  my  intention  to  retire  at  the 
close  of  the  present  term,  but  as  my  services  seem  to  be  neede«l 
at  least  during  the  war,  I  am  uoav  expecting  to  become  identified 
with  our  Normal  School.  My  successor  is  a  man  of  years  of  success- 
ful experience,  thorough  training  and  a  hard  worker.  His  assistant 
has  been  my  associate.  The  county  is  fortunate  in  having  the  school 
afi'airs  in  the  hands  of  such  capable  men.  I  bespeak  for  them  the 
same  hearty  co-operation  that  has  been  accorded  me. 


UNION  COUNTY— Wm.  W.  Spigelmyer. 


In  these  busy  days  of  war  activities,  it  behooves  the  schools  of 
the  State  and  Nation  to  aid  in  every  way  possible  the  great  work 
which  is  before  us  as  a  nation. 

During  the  past  year  the  schools  of  this  small  county  have  been 
centers  of  activities,  along  every  line  of  work.  The  war  garden  was 
emphasized  in  the  schools  and  it  was  gratifying  to  see  that  the  garden 
products  were  more  than  double  last  year  and  I  am  quite  sure  the 
same  is  true  this  season.  The  children  were  more  interested  since 
they  had  a  larger  part  in  jjlanting,  cultivating  and  marketing  the 
crop. 

The  Red  Cross  work  was  taken  up  in  most  of  the  schools  to  some 
extent,  but  very  efficient  work  was  done  where  Junior  Red  Cross 
auxiliaries  were  organized.  Sweaters,  wristlets,  wash  rags,  ambu- 
lance robes,  etc.,  were  made  by  the  young  people.  It  was  a  pleasure 
to  see  the  interest  manifest  on  the  part  of  these  young  patriots  who 
were  doing  their  bit  in  the  home  land. 

While  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  war  fund  launched  in  the  county,  the  super- 
intendent made  an  appeal  to  every  school  for  a  school  contribution, 
however  small,  for  this  worthy  cause.  The  result  was  gratifying  in- 
deed, which  amounted  to  •'fJ.joT.OS,  being  the  result  of  small  individual 
contributions  of  the  pupils  and  not  the  result  of  a  canvass. 

The  schools  of  the  county  were  large  factors  in  putting  the 
Thrift  Stamps  and  the  War  Saving  Stamps  before  the  people. 
It  is  fine  to  see  the  spirit  of  thrift  creep  into  young  lives, 
especially  when  they  do  it  willing  for  the  sake  of  helping  our 
country  in  its  need.  Two  of  the  school  boys  of  the  county 
have  received  recognition  from  the  Treasury  Department  for  their 
work  in  selling  War  Saving  Stamps,  one  having  sold  .^30,000  and 
the  other  one  almost  as  much.  This  activity  with  others  has  been 
largely  instrumental  in  sending  Union  county  "over  the  top." 
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In  order  to  fill  the  schools  for  the  year  it  was  necessary  for  the 
superintendent  to  canvass  high  school  graduates  for  prospective 
teachers,  hence  we  were  compelled  to  grant  many  more  provisional 
certificates  than  usual.  Having  had  so  many  beginners,  the  advance- 
ment and  professional  growth  has  not  been  as  marked  as  other  years. 

The  school  has  been  used  more  during  the  past  year  as  a  community 
meeting  place,  but  largely  as  a  place  to  launch  the  different  drives 
along  war  activities. 

Plans  and  specifications  were  approved  by  the  State  Board  for  the 
building  of  a  Central  School  for  Lewis  township.  Everything  was 
moving  along  nicely  towards  realization,  but  it  was  impossible  to  get 
a  contractor  to  build  the  school  building,  hence  it  was  necessary  to 
hold  up  this  project  until  after  the  conditions  became  more  settled. 
It  has  been  our  aim  to  retain  good  teachers,  but  in  this  we  are  not 
always  successful,  owing  to  salary  considerations.  There  seems  little 
hesitation  to  increase  salaries  in  the  high  schools,  but  this  is  not 
the  case  in  the  rural  and  the  grade  schools. 

Kelly  district  built  another  room  to  one  of  their  buildings  and 
remodeled  the  old  room  to  such  an  extent  that  they  have  one  of  the 
best  and  most  modern  school  plants  in  the  county.  A  portable 
school  house  was  erected  in  West  Buffalo  district,  which  is  a  very 
cozy  room  and  in  every  way  is  modern,  meeting  the  needs  of  the 
community.  Quite  a  bit  of  remodeling  and  painting  has  been  done 
by  the  different  boards,  which  adds  much  to  the  comfort  and  appear- 
ance of  the  school  properties.  Since  our  county  is  largely  agricul- 
tural and  the  problem  of  farm  help  so  great,  it  was  necessary  to  keep' 
many  of  the  farm  boys  and  girls  out  of  school  much  longer  in  the 
beginning  of  the  term  than  formerly.  This  was  unfortunate  for  both 
pupil  and  school.  Most  pupils  even  with  the  above  conditions  exist- 
ing were  able  by  very  regular  attendance  to  make  the  required 
percentage. 

School  grounds  have  been  improved,  trees  were  planted  and  a  Btim- 
ber  of  flag  poles  were  erected  throughout  our  county. 

The  different  high  schools  of  the  county  graduated  large  classes, 
showing  that  even  in  these  abnormal  times  the  work  of  the  high 
schools  has  been  very  satisfactory.  A  number  of  the  high  school  boys 
have  enlisted  in  the  service  of  their  country.  Six  of  the  teachers  have 
either  been  drafted  or  have  enlisted,  some  of  whom  are  now  in 
France. 

The  increased  cost  of  everything  has  had  its  effect  on  school  main- 
tenance, which  has  advanced  almost  one-third. 

This  has  been  a  very  busy  year  from  every  standpoint.  The  calls 
on  the  superintendent  have  been  unusual,  but  we  were  willing  to  do 
everything  in  our  power  to  help  keep  this  country  a  model  nation 
and  the  world  a  safe  place  in  which  to  live. 
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In  the  ten  past  years  we  have  had  our  encouragements  as  well  as  a 
few  discouragements,  yet  as  a  whole  they  have  been  happy  ones, 
watching  the  development  of  the  youth  of  the  county. 

In  the  beginning  of  another  term  we  look  with  some  anxiety  into 
the  future,  but  with  firm  faith  in  the  God  of  nations,  we  are  willing 
to  do  our  best  for  the  schools  under  our  care. 

Thanking  the  school  boards,  the  press  of  the  county  and  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction  for  their  confidence,  courtesies  and 
support,  I  submit  this,  my  annual  report. 


VENANGO  COUNTY— DaUas  W.  Armstrong. 


Our  schools  were  kept  running  in  spite  of  the  war.  On  account  of 
the  scarcity  of  help  in  every  vocation  many  of  our  young  people  were 
kept  out  of  school  and  consequently  our  attendance  was  not  as  good 
as  usual.  On  account  of  the  many  changes  in  our  teaching  force 
and  the  distraction  caused  by  the  war  the  usual  high  standard  of 
results  was  not  attained  this  year.  On  account  of  the  high  cost 
of  materials  in  every  line  our  school  boards  postponed  many  im- 
provements which  otherwise  would  have  been  made.  War  work 
took  many  of  our  teachers  but  their  places  were  filled  by  young 
teachers  and  ex-teachers.  Teachers  and  directors  as  v/ell  as  patrons 
made  a  special  efi'ort  this  year  to  keep  our  schools  open  and  up  to 
standard  and  in  the  light  of  war  conditions  have  done  a  remarkably 
successful  year's  work. 

The  best  report  of  the  work  of  the  schools  for  this  year  for  any 
section  of  America  would  be  simply  a  statement  of  the  war  work  done. 
The  winning  of  this  war  is  the  first  duty  of  the  school  just  as  it  is 
the  first  duty  of  every  American.  Our  teachers  and  pupils  and  di- 
rectors have  done  a  vast  amount  of  war  work  in  War  Gardens,  in 
Eed  Cross,  in  buying  War  Saving  Stamps,  in  helping  with  Liberty 
Loan  drives,  taking  Farm  Census,  and  in  arousing  their  respective 
communities  to  a  realization  of  the  meaning  of  this  war. 

Our  Teachers'  Institute  program  was  a  war  program.  Each  of  the 
regular  day  instructors — Dr.  John  Davison,  Dr.  L.  H.  Beeler,  Prof. 
Hamlin  E.  Cogswell  and  Prof.  Frank  E.  Baker — made  their  instruc- 
tion help  with  war  work  and  in  addition  to  this  just  at  the  close  of 
each  day's  session  there  was  given  a  real  war  address  by  a  person 
especially  qualified  for  that  service.  The  persons  taking  this  part 
of  the  program  were  General  Willis  Hulings  of  Oil  City,  Pa.,  Dr.  C. 
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A.  Adams,  Dr.  J.  A.  Patterson,  Editor  W.  P.  F.  Ferguson  all  of  Frank- 
lin, Pa.,  and  Katherine  E.  Griffin  of  the  Grove  City  College  Faculty, 
Grove  City,  Pa.  The  institute  did  more  possibly  than  any  other 
agency  to  reach  and  arouse  the  country  districts  of  the  county.  The 
institute  passed  the  following  resolution: 

''That  we  heartily  endorse  the  opening  address  of  this 
institute  and  with  a  strong  desire  to  serve  our  Country 
and  Allies  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability  in  their  defense 
of  democracy  and  righteousness  against  autocracy  and 
unrighteousness,  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves  to 
carry  out  as  far  as  is  in  our  power  the  six  fol- 
lowing suggestions:  1.  To  conserve  food;  2.  To  spend 
less  money  for  the  necessities  and  nothing  for  luxuries ; 
3.  To  raise  more  food  and  to  encourage  boys  and  girls 
to  plant  gardens ;  4.  To  encourage  children  to  buy  Saving 
Stamps ;  5.  To  teach  patriotism  and  a  hatred  for  Prus- 
sian despotism ;  6.  To  be  so  patriotic  that  a  slacker  can 
not  live  in  our  community — that  he  will  either  want  to 
do  his  part  in  the  war  or  go  to  Germany  where  he  be- 
longs." 

In  order  to  reach  every  district  in  the  county  and  make  it  pos- 
sible to  carry  out  the  above  quoted  resolution  there  were  organized 
in  every  section  of  the  county  community  clubs.  These  clubs  have 
reached  already  three-fourths  of  the  pupils,  and  consequently  three- 
fourths  of  the  people,  of  the  county.  The  organization  of  these  clubs 
is  made  permanent  so  that  after  the  war  they  may  continue  and  be 
a  community  benefit  in  times  of  peace.  In  March  the  government 
suggested  to  the  schools  in  general  as  a  war  policy  that  every  school 
be  made  a  community  center  for  state  and  national  service,  but 
Venango  county  had  anticipated  this  necessity  and  had  acted  ac- 
cordingly two  or  three  months  earlier. 

It  is  gratifying  to  teachers  everywhere  that  the  public  school  has 
had  such  an  important  part  in  this  world  war — in  having  prepared  the 
men  who  are  fighting  this  war  successfully  on  the  battle  fields  of 
Europe  and  in  being  one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  keeping 
up  the  morale  of  our  people  at  home. 

The  manner  in  which  the  product  in  both  spirit  and  material  of 
our  American  public  school  is  meeting  and  vanquishing  the  product 
of  the  once  famous  Prussianized  school  gives  great  encouragement 
to  our  teachers  in  that  it  gives  them  greater  confidence  in  the  ef- 
ficiency of  their  work.  This  test  of  efficiency  and  the  result  of  the 
test  is  the  war's  greatest  contribution  to  our  public  schools.  It  is 
regretted  that  there  is  a  tendency  in  so  many  places  among  well- 
meaning  but  illy-advised  persons  to  graft  militarism  upon  our  Ameri- 
can schools.  Militarism  is  what  the  war  is  about  and  what  we  are 
trying  to  rid  the  world  of,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  proofs  furnished 
by  the  war  will  be  sufficient  to  keep  forever  all  things  military  out 
9—11—1919 
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of  all  of  our  American  public  schools  and  all  of  our  other  American 
institutions  of  learning  except  those  existing  as  purely  military 
schools. 


WARREN  COUNTY— C.  S.  Knapp. 


In  submitting  the  annual  report  for  1917-18,  I  am  not  able  to  state 
that  the  schools  on  an  average  have  made  much  progress  during  the 
past  year.  Certain  localities  have  improved  their  conditions,  and 
where  they  were  fortunate  enough  to  retain  their  experienced  teach- 
ers, improvement  was  quite  marked.  Other  districts  that  usually 
employ  experienced  teachers  were  compelled  through  scarcity  of  teach- 
ers to  employ  beginners.  Many  of  these  resigned  during  the  year  to 
accept  more  lucrative  positions  in  stores,  machine  shops,  munition 
plants,  and  clerical  positions  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Four  special 
examinations  were  given  during  the  year  to  fill  vacancies.  The  pros- 
pect for  the  coming  year  does  not  look  better,  as  my  early  examina- 
tions show  twenty-five  percent  less  applicants  for  certificates  than 
last  year. 

Along  special  lines  of  endeavor  our  schools  have  taken  an  active 
interest.  One  of  the  important  works  done  by  the  teachers  and 
pupils  was  the  taking  of  the  Agricultural  Census  ordered  by  the  War 
Department.  This  included  all  kinds  of  live  stock  found  on  the 
farm  and  practically  every  kind  of  crop  and  fruit  produced.  The 
work  was  thoroughly  done  by  the  teachers,  pupils  and  this  office. 

The  Junior  Red  Cross  was  thoroughly  organized.  A  chairman 
was  appointed  in  every  school  district.  Circular  letters  were  sent 
out  to  all  teachers.  Daily  reports  of  schools  that  went  "over  the 
top"  with  one  hundred  percent  membership  were  published  in  all  the 
leading  county  papers.  Over  fifty  percent  of  the  districts  reported 
one  hundred  percent,  and  about  seventy-five  percent  of  individual 
schools  in  other  districts  enrolled  a  full  membership.  The  county 
chairman  of  the  American  Red  Cross  reported  our  drive  a  decided 
success. 

In  a  number  of  districts  war  gardens  were  cultivated  by  the  pupils 
under  the  direction  of  their  teachers.  Belgian  Relief  v^ocieties  and 
yhrift  Stamp  organizations  were  also  active  throughout  the  county. 

Parent-Teacher  Associations  were  organized  at  Tidioute  and  North 
^^arren.  We  now  have  these  organizations  in  practically  all  of  the 
larger  districts  of  the  county,  and  we  find  them  a  decided  help  in 
carrying  on  educational  work. 
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We  have  worked  for  years  toward  consolidation  and  centralization 
of  schools,  but  owing  to  geographical  and  weather  conditions,  but 
little  has  been  or  can  be  accomplished.  Yet  we  feel  that  more  must 
be  done  in  order  to  have  sufficient  teachers  to  fill  our  schools. 

Considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  school  property  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  Pine  Grove  township  entered  its  new  |40,000.00 
building  during  Christmas  vacation.  Youngville  completed  its  addi- 
tion of  two  rooms  and  large  chapel  since  last  report.  Sugar  Grove 
borough  bought  and  now  occupies  the  building  formerly  known  as 
Sugar  Grove  Academy.  This  gives  that  borough  one  of  the  best 
school  plants  in  the  county.  Columbus  township  painted  and  re- 
paired every  school  building  in  the  district.  Considerable  such  work 
was  done  in  other  districts. 

We  had  about  two  County  Standard  Schools  in  the  county.  This 
small  number  is  due  to  the  fact  that  several  school  plants  met  all 
the  requirements  except  a  teacher  of  the  required  number  of  years' 
experience. 

Teachers'  Institute  was  held  the  week  beginning  October  29,  1917, 
with  practically  perfect  enrollment  and  attendance.  The  instructors 
were  Dr.  S.  C.  Schmucker,  of  West  Chester,  Pa.,  Dr.  Charles  H.  Albert, 
of  Bloomsburg  Normal  School,  Dr.  F.  S.  Fox  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
Prof.  A.  J.  Mooney,  of  Warren,  Pa. 

The  Directors'  Convention  was  held  January  29-30,  1918.  My 
directors  insist  upon  a  two-day  convention  and  that  it  be  held  at  a 
time  separate  from  the  teachers'  institute.  The  first  session  opens 
at  ten  o'clock  on  the  first  day.  The  last  session  closes  about  five 
o'clock  of  the  second  day.  The  speakers  this  year,  other  than  the 
directors,  were  Supt.  John  W.  Snoke,  of  Lebanon  county,  Dr.  J. 
George  Becht,  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  Supt.  J.  W. 
Sweeney,  of  Elk  county,  and  Mr.  F.  F.  Moore,  of  Warren,  Pa.  This 
list  of  speakers  should  be  ample  proof  of  the  success  of  the  convention. 


WASHINGTON  COUNTY— L.  E.  Crumrine. 


In  submitting  a  report  of  the  work  of  the  past  year,  we  are  re- 
minded that  the  greatest  war  the  world  has  ever  known  threatens 
the  race.  The  war  has  made  inroads  on  our  teaching  force.  Twenty- 
five  young  men  have  been  called  from  the  school  rooms  during  the 
year  to  make  their  contribution  to  the  sacred  cause  of  saving  the 
world  for  liberty  and  humanity. 
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The  spirit  of  unrest  that  is  found  everywhere  has  been  prevalent 
in  the  school  room.  This  condition  was  noticeable  not  only  among 
the  pupils,  but  affected  manj^  teachers.  Under  these  abnormal  con- 
ditions, keeping  the  work  up  to  the  usual  standard  was  most  diffi- 
cult. 

The  usual  school  activities  were  carried  through  during  the  year. 
The  work  began  with  one  of  the  best  institutes  ever  held  in  the  county. 
This  meeting  was  held  the  week  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  school 
term.  The  attendance  was  almost  perfect,  the  few  absentees  being 
excused  on  account  of  sickness.  The  instructors  were  the  best  avail- 
able. The  teachers  seemed  to  realize  that  they  were  facing  the  open- 
ing of  school  and  were  eager  for  assistance.  The  meeting  was  char- 
acterized by  splendid  interest  from  the  beginning  to  the  close. 

During  the  first  month  of  term,  a  campaign  was  launched  among 
the  high  school  students  for  membership  in  the  first  one  hundred 
thousand  to  earn  and  give  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  each  to  the  Y.  M. 
C.  A.  War  Work  Fund.  The  youhg  people  manifested  great  en- 
thusiasm and  as  a  result  four  hundred  pledges  were  made.  Of  the 
amount  pledged  four  thousand  dollars,  more  than  90%  has  been  paid. 
The  self  sacrifice  displayed  by  the  young  people  in  this  worthy  cause 
was  very  commendable. 

Ked  Cross  auxiliaries  were  organized  in  nearly  all  of  the  school 
districts  in  the  county.  In  many  places  the  j'oung  people  became 
members  of  the  senior  organization,  and  in  a  few  districts  junior 
orders  were  formed. 

Thrift  Stamps  and  Liberty  Bonds  received  their  full  share  of  at- 
tention by  the  schools  of  the  county.  Canonsburg  schools  reported 
117,000  in  Liberty  Bonds  and  over  |1,500  dollars  in  Thrift  Stamps. 
In  several  of  the  rural  schools,  through  the  activity  of  the  teachers 
and  pupils,  sufficient  money  was  secured  to  buy  bonds.  This  work 
furnished  a  splendid  opportunity  for  the  teaching  of  thrift. 

Because  of  the  war  that  called  young  men  into  service  and  that 
opened  up  so  many  places  of  occupation  for  women,  vacancies  oc- 
curred in  many  schools.  To  meet  this  condition,  it  was  necessary, 
as  an  emergency  measure,  to  certify  some  who  had  failed  in  previous 
examinations.  This  lowering  of  the  standard  of  qualifications  for 
a  teacher's  certificate  is  not  a  wise  measure,  but  unavoidable  at  this 
time. 

The  attendance  at  the  vocational  schools.  Hickory  in  Mt.  Pleasant 
township  and  Centerville,  Centerville  borough,  showed  an  increase 
during  the  year.  Good  work  was  done  in  both  of  these  schools.  If 
the  vocational  schools  ever  needed  any  justification  for  their  existence, 
certainly  they  need  none  during  the  present  war. 

Community  day  was  observed  in  all  schools  throughout  the  county. 
Two  days,  one  in  November  and  the  other  in  February  were  given 
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over  by  the  fathers  and  mothers  to  visiting  the  schools.  The  day 
has  become  very  helpful  to  both  teachers  and  parents,  and  beneficial 
to  the  schools. 

A  few  new  bnildings  were  erected  during  the  year.  Perhaps  the 
one  most  worthy  of  special  mention  was  the  one  erected  by  West 
Bethlehem  township  at  West  ZoUarsville.  It  is  an  up-to-date,  six 
room,  brick  building,  and  a  fit  place  for  the  home  of  the  young  people 
of  that  industrial  section.  The  building  complete  cost  about  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars.  In  other  districts  in  the  county,  buildings 
have  been  painted  and  otherwise  improved. 

The  greatest  benefit  that  came  to  the  schools  of  the  county  during 
the  past  year  was  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  course  of  study.  After 
a  careful  study  of  the  needs  of  the  various  schools  of  the  county  it 
was  decided  to  i)repare  such  a  course.  It  is  not  intended  to  take 
the  place  of  text-books  or  of  the  State  course  of  study.  It  is  ex- 
pected to  be  a  guide  for  the  teacher,  supplemented  by  all  that  she 
can  gather  from  her  experience  or  study.  The  results  of  the  use  of 
this  course  of  study  for  the  first  year  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

Our  thanks  are  tendered  the  directors  of  the  county  for  being  re- 
elected for  the  fourth  consecutive  time  to  supervise  the  work  of 
the  schools  in  Washington  county. 

In  closing  this  report,  we  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department  for 
the  suggestions  and  assistance  given  us  during  the  year. 


WAYNE  COUNTY— J.  J.  Koehler. 


War  conditions  have  brought  about  new  demands  upon  the  teachers 
and  the  schools,  and  we  are  proud  to  say  that  they  have  measured  up 
to  the  needs  of  the  times.  The  government  has  learned  that  the 
schools  are  a  strong  factor  in  creating  sentiment  in  favor  of  vital 
measures  and  for  the  dissemination  of  useful  information.  The 
schools  can  reach  people  that  cannot  be  reached  so  effectively  by  any 
other  agency.  This  is  especially  true  in  our  isolated  rural  sections. 
The  teachers  have  done  splendid  work  in  the  Liberty  Loan  drives, 
in  the  Thrift  Stamps  campaign,  in  the  Eed  Cross,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and 
K.  of  C.  organizations,  and  in  assisting  the  food  administration  to 
bring  home  to  the  people  the  need  of  full  and  hearty^  co-operation. 
During  the  second  Liberty  Loan  drive  every  rural  teacher  made  a 
house-to-house  canvas,  explaining  the  Liberty  Bonds  and  soliciting 
subscriptions.  We  conducted  two  Thrift  Stamps  sales  contests,  one 
for  the  rural  one-room  schools,  and  the  other  for  the  graded  and 
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high  schools.  Public  spirited  people  of  Honesdale  offered  substan- 
tial prizes  to  the  schools  making  the  largest  sales  per  pupil  enrolled. 
So  thorough  was  the  canvas  that  it  is  the  exception  among  pupils 
who  are  not  the  owners  of  Thrift  or  War  Saving  Stamps.  Pupils 
and  adults  were  made  to  feel  their  individual  responsibility  to  the 
government.  This  work  was  not  only  an  aid  to  the  Nation,  but  a 
distinct  benefit  to  ever}^  school.  Every  one  learned  team  work  as 
they  could  in  no  other  way.  The  teachers  in  the  boroughs  and 
towns  are  a  vital  part  in  every  patriotic  organization.  The  teachers 
of  Hawley  worked  as  an  organized  body  in  all  war  work.  The  teach- 
ers of  Honesdale  organized  teams  of  boys  for  the  War  Savings  Stamps 
campaign  and  coached  them  in  their  work.  Especially  good  work 
is  being  done  by  the  teachers  everywhere  in  various  Red  Cross 
branches  of  the  county. 

The  Federal  Farm  survey  was  made  by  teachers  with  the  assistance 
of  the  larger  pupils  under  directions  from  this  office.  This  consisted 
mainly  of  personal  interviews  with  3,300  farmers.  It  was  done 
reasonably  well.  Within  two  years  ending  June  1,  1,825  young  men 
left  our  farms  for  the  army  and  navy,  munitions  factories,  etc.  The 
material  output  of  our  farms  has  not  decreased.  This  gives  evidence 
of  what  extra  work  the  women,  and  growing  boys  and  girls  are  do- 
ing on  our  farms.  For  this  reason  no  school  garden  clubs  and  other 
kindred  clubs  were  organized.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  locali- 
ties, it  is  difficult  to  find  an  idle  boy  or  girl  in  the  'teens. 

During  the  past  school  year  our  teaching  force  was  not  materially 
effected  by  the  war.  We  had  a  sufficient  number  of  teachers  to  fill 
our  schools  without  lowering  the  professional  standard.  During  the 
summer  of  1917,  109  of  our  teachers  attended  summer  sessions  at 
training  schools,  colleges  and  universities.  W^e  are  especially  proud 
of  this  evidence  of  professional  growth.  Twenty-six  pupils  graduated 
from  our  two  vocational  schools ;  70  from  high  schools  maintaining  a 
four  year  course;  45  from  high  schools  maintaining  a  three  year 
course, — a  sum  total  of  141  pupils. 

Two  rural  schools  received  the  County  Standard  School  pennant 
and  certificate.  The  school  directors  of  Sterling  township  voted  to 
complete  the  consolidation  of  all  their  rural  schools,  and  furnish 
proper  transportation  to  a  central  graded  high  school  building. 
Dreher  township  closed  all  but  one  rural  school  and  furnishes  proper 
transportation  to  a  central  building.  Twenty-seven  rural  one-room 
schools  have  been  closed  and  transportation  furnished,  within  the 
last  eleven  years. 

Last  October,  township  fairs  were  held  in  Dreher  and  Lake  town- 
ships under  the  supervision  of  the  teachers  of  the  vocational  schools. 
The  displays  of  canned  fruits  and  vegetables,  fancy  work,  garments, 
knit  goods,  flowers,  vegetables,  grain,  frut  and  poultry  were  a  credit 
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to  the  patrons  and  schools.  These  fairs  attract  a  large  andience  of 
interested  people.  Programs  were  rendered  and  prizes  awarded. 
Pupils  wrote  essays  on  their  varied  experiences  in  farm  and  house 
hold  work  and  delivered  them  at  these  occasions.  Our  two  voca- 
tional schools  were  well  attended,  and  good  progress  was  made  by 
the  pupils.  HoAvever,  the  people  will  have  to  become  further  ac- 
quainted with  this  kind  of  school,  by  direct  contact,  before  they  give 
their  wholehearted  support. 

The  county  spelling  contest,  oral  and  written,  was  held  in  April. 
The  contestants  consisted  of  the  two  best  spellers  from  each  scliooi 
district.      The  interest  is  as  keen  as  in  former  years. 

One  hundred  sixty-four  eighth  grade  pupils  from  the  townships  were 
awarded  common  school  diplomas  for  high  school  entrance. 

The  professional  reading  course  consisted  of  Charters'  "Teaching 
the  Common  Branches,"  Sabin's  "Common  Sense  Didactics,"  Culter 
and  Stone's  "The  Rural  School;  Its  Methods  and  Management/' 
Mabel  Carney's  "Country  Life  and  the  Country  School."  A  careful 
study  of  Dickens'  "Tale  of  Two  Cities,"  and  of  the  Peters  and  Brum- 
baugh Method  of  Primary  Reading,  was  required  of  all  applicants 
for  the  provisional  certificate.  This  method  of  primary  reading  is 
used  in  nearly  all  our  rural  schools,  and  special  instruction  in  it  is 
given  in  our  teachers'  training  schools,  and  in  our  local  educational 
meetings. 

Teachers'  training  classes  were  conducted  at  Honesdale  and  Lake- 
wood  this  summer  with  an  attendance  of  fifty-five  young  teachers. 
Nearly  all  applicants  for  provisional  certificates  attended  one  of  these 
schools,  and  nearly  all  of  them  are  high  school  graduates.  The  work 
was  thorough  and  very  beneficial  to  the  young  teachers.  It  gives 
them  not  only  a  chance  to  review  the  branches  to  be  taught  in  our 
schools,  but  a  proper  view-point  of  the  profession  of  teaching.  The 
young  people  gain  in  a  month  a  sense  of  responsibility,  which  aids 
in  the  proper  management  of  a  school,  and  which  would  take  them 
a  long  time  to  acquire  at  first  hand  in  the  schoolroom,  at  a  consider- 
able expense  to  the  j)upils.  Consequently,  a  personal  effort  is  made 
to  gather  into  these  two  schools  all  prospective  teachers. 

Our  teaching  force  consisted  of  14  college  graduates;  80  State 
Xormal  School  graduates ;  5  holding  State  permanent  certificates ;  20 
county  permanent  certificates;  54  professional  certificates;  73  pro- 
visional certificates ;  4  special  certificates ;  44  of  these  were  beginners. 

Our  county  institute  and  various  other  educational  meetings  were 
well  attended,  and  a  splendid  educational  interest  manifested.  The 
instructors  were  Dr.  M.  P.  Shawkey,  State  Superintendent  of  West 
Virginia ;  Prof.  John  T.  Watkins  of  Scranton ;  Dr.  George  H.  Tapy, 
Dept.  of  Education,  Wabash  College,  Indiana ;  and  Mayor  George  S. 
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Wendell  of  Honesdale.  The  County  Directors'  Association  met  at 
the  close  of  the  institute  with  a  splendid  attendance.  The  directors 
showed  an  unusual  interest  in  the  discussions,  and  gave  evidence 
that  they  are  anxious  to  do  their  part  in  educational  work. 

The  school  districts  of  Honesdale  and  Berlin  organized  prosper- 
ous Parent-Teachers'  Associations,  and  held  monthly  meetings  dur- 
ing the  fall  and  winter.  The  officers  of  the  association  in  Honesdale 
sold  more  than  six  hundred  season  tickets  for  a  course  of  lectures. 
The  members  had  the  rare  privilege  of  listening  to  such  men  as  Dr. 
Earl  Barnes  of  Philadelphia,  and  Dr.  Charles  Zueblin,  publicist,  lec- 
turer and  author,  Boston.  All  the  talent  was  secured  from  the  Fels 
Foundation,  New  York.  We  find  that  live  Parent-Teachers'  asso- 
ciations are  an  important  factor  in  the  success  of  our  schools,  because 
it  brings  the  parents  and  teachers  together  under  favorable  condi- 
tions, each  with  the  attitude  of  a  learner. 

Our  experience  has  been  that  local  institutes  and  teachers'  meetings 
in  the  townships  are  most  effective  when  held  on  Saturdays  following 
the  week  of  school  inspection  by  the  sui3erintendent  and  assistant. 
By  this  plan,  the  teacher  who  is  unusually  successful  in  some  specific 
work  is  given  a  chance  to  tell  the  others,  informally,  the  ways  and 
means  of  obtaining  certain  results.  The  superintendent  can  readily 
recall  errors  and  poor  judgment  in  teaching  and  management  seen 
during  the  week,  review  them  in  a  kindly  way,  and  make  profitable 
suggestions.  When  suggestions  are  given  in  a  kindly  spirit  the 
teachers  are  willing  and  anxious  to  follow  them. 

The  semi-annual  meetings  of  the  county  teachers'  association  were 
held  at  Lakewood  and  Honesdale.  The  chief  speakers  w^ere  Dr. 
Blaisdell  of  Penn.  State  College  and  Dr.  H.  J.  Whalen  of  Greens- 
burg,  Pa.  At  one  of  these  meetings  a  Junior  Red  Cross  was  organ- 
ized with  Asst.  Supt.  A.  C.  Shaplin  as  president. 

In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  thank  the  Department  for  their  kindly 
assistance,  the  press  of  the  county,  and  all  other  educational  factors 
that  have  given  aid  in  school  work. 


WESTMORELAND  COUNTY— Robert  C.  Shaw. 


It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  sum  up,  in  the  space  allowed  for  our 
report  a  detailed  account  of  the  w^ork  of  our  schools  for  the  year  just 
closing. 

We  entered  upon  the  year's  work  with  considerable  misgiving. 
Conditions   arising  on   account  of  the  war  made  the  atmosphere 
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murky.  It  was  difficult  indeed  to  see  clearly  just  how  the  schools 
could  be  conducted  with  the  degree  of  efficiency  of  former  years. 
However  after  studying  the  results  of  the  year  we  find  that  the 
grades  made  by  the  eighth  grade  pupils  were  somewhat  higher  than 
those  of  former  years  and  as  a  result  more  pupils  were  pronaoted 
from  the  grammar  school  to  the  high  school  than  in  any  year  in  the 
history  of  our  country.  Five  hundred  ninety-six  high  school  entrance 
certificates  were  given  to  pupils  living  in  districts  that  do  not  have 
high  schools. 

Four  hundred  fifteen  Westmoreland  County  Common  School 
Diplomas  were  granted  by  the  County  Superintendent.  Most  of 
these  were  in  the  township  districts.  The  remainder  were  in  very 
small  boroughs. 

Supervision. 

Special  emphasis  was  placed  upon  the  question  of  supervision  of 
rural  schools.  This  is  one  of  the  most  vital  problems  in  our  county. 
It  has  been  our  purpose  to  endeavor  to  work  out,  if  possible,  some 
definite  policy  whereby  supervision  may  be  effective.  We  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  chief  business  of  the  supervisor  is  to  train 
teachers  for  more  definite  work.  Many,  especially,  of  our  rural 
schools  are  in  charge  of  beginners  who  need  the  help  of  a  wise 
sympathetic  leader.  Most  of  the  trivial  matters  that  otherwise 
wreck  young  teachers  are  eradicated  by  a  competent  school  head. 

Our  supervisors  have  taken  a  most  active  interest  in  governmental 
work  in  response  to  the  universal  appeal  of  our  Nation.  Every- 
where war  work  was  stressed.  The  result  was  that  the  many 
agencies  fostered  by  the  Government  met  a  responsive  chord  in  our 
school  rooms.  Our  boys  and  girls  were  alert  to  respond  to  the 
various  demands.  This  was  especially  true  of  War  Gardening,  Red 
Cross,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Liberty  Bond  and  War  Savings  Stamp  drives. 
We  are  fully  determined  to  use  this  year's  experience  in  these  activi- 
ties in  promoting  further  interest  along  the  same  lines  this  coming 
year. 

Educational  Meetings. 

The  standard  of  our  educational  meetings  was  not  inferior  to 
that  of  former  years.  We  began  the  year  with  the  annual  School 
of  Methods  held  August  20-24.  The  work  was  extremely  helpful 
to  our  young  people  as  was  evidenced  by  the  character  of  their 
work.  They  began  school  with  much  greater  confidence  than  would 
have  been  possible  without  this  definite  instruction.  We  had  with 
us  during  the  week,  Supt.  M,  S.  Bentz.  Cambria  county;  Supt. 
J.  S.  Carroll,  Fayette  county;  Supt.  E.  E.  Bach,  Ellsworth;  Supt. 
James  F.  Chapman,  Indiana  county;  and  in  addition  to  the  above 
several  experienced  supervisors  and  teachers  of  our  county  assisted. 
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The  County  Institute  was  one  of  the  best  in  the  history  of  the 
county.  It  would  hardly  be  possible  to  have  greater  interest  in  an 
educational  meeting  than  was  manifested  during  the  entire  week. 
We  had  with  us  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Hon.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  E.  E. 
Sparks,*  Dr.  Camden  Coburn,  Dr.  Frank  W.  Wright,  Dr.  J.  L. 
McBrien,  Prof.  Kobert  J.  McDowell,  and  Mrs.  Maude  Wentz  McDon- 
ald, soloist. 

Evening  Sessions. 

Dr.  Russell  H.  Conwell,  President  James  A.  Burns,  The  Hawaiian 
Singers,  and  Honorable  William  Howard  Taft. 

Needs  of  Schools. 

While  writing  this  report  of  the  year  just  closing  we  cannot  help 
but  look  forward  into  the  future  to  catch  a  glimpse  if  possible  of 
what  the  future  may  bring.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest 
war  the  world  has  known  and  as  a  result  men's  minds  everywhere 
are  actively  engaged  as  to  its  influence  upon  our  national  life. 
Those  engaged  in  educational  work  naturally  try  to  interpret  the 
signs  of  the  times.  The  question  in  every  one's  mind  is.  What  will 
be  the  effect  upon  our  educational  system?  From  the  present  out- 
look several  changes  seem  to  be  necessary  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
future. 

The  matter  of  the  physical  fitness  of  our  young  people  is  being 
studied  carefully,  as  a  result  of  the  physical  examinations  required 
by  the  Government.  Many  weaknesses  found  should  have  been  cor- 
rected if  more  attention  had  been  given  to  physical  training  early 
in  the  life  of  the  individual.  More  and  more  stress  must  be  put 
upon  the  matter  of  physical  exercise  in  the  form  of  systematic  drills, 
games  and  organized  play.  This  seems  to  be  just  as  necessary  in  the 
country  districts  as  it  is  in  the  towns  and  cities. 

"The  aims  of  physical  education  are  four  fold,  (1)  to  improve 
the  general  health,  (2)  to  improve  the  posture,  (3)  to  cultivate  a 
spirit  of  fairness,  (4)  to  improve  the  carriage  and  develop  grace  of 
bodily  movements." 

There  is  certainly  no  institution  that  can  give  so  much  attention 
to  the  physical  training  of  the  child  as  the  public  school.  No  other 
institution  is  organized  to  direct  this  work  among  so  many  of  our 
young  people  as  the  public  school.  We  should  not  hesitate  to  give 
this  phase  of  education  an  important  place  in  our  system. 

Our  courses  of  study  in  many  instances  must  be  changed  in  order 
to  meet  the  demands  of  our  people  for  a  more  thoroughly  practical 
elementary  education.  Not  only  must  the  opportunity  be  offered 
bnt  the  broader  vision  of  the  real  problems  of  life  must  be  given 
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our  young  people.  While  we  need  not  eliminate  the  essential  sub- 
jects of  our  text  books,  these  subjects  must  be  more  closely  related 
to  actual  life  in  the  mental  attitude  of  children. 

We  are  very  grateful  indeed  for  the  many  courtesies  extended 
to  us. 


WYOMING  COUNTY— John  E.  Morgan. 


The  school  year  covered  by  this  report  has  been  one  characterized 
by  harmony  and  the  co-operation  of  our  school  forces  in  all  educa- 
tional affairs.  We  have  made  distinct  gains  along  several  lines 
and  have  experienced  severe  financial  losses  and  reverses  in  other 
lines  of  school  activities. 

Among  our  gains  we  are  pleased  to  note  a  renewed  interest  and 
demand  on  the  part  of  the  people,  for  tactful  and  experienced 
teachers,  for  better  buildings  and  equipment,  and  for  improvement 
wherever  possible.  Our  directors  responded  to  this  general  feeling 
and  led  the  way  by  securing  the  best  qualified  corps  of  teachers 
that  ever  worked  together  in  this  county,  more  than  one-half  being 
graduates  of  colleges  or  normal  schools.  More  money  was  spent 
for  education  than  in  any  preceding  year,  and  the  teachers  appre- 
ciative of  their  increased  salaries  have  been  faithful  and  earnest 
in  their  work  during  the  year,  and  fully  deserve  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  the  communities  that  they  have  served. 

Ninety-two  eighth  grade  pupils  from  the  rural  schools  attempted 
the  Central  examinations  and  seventy-three  were  successful  while 
nineteen  were  failures.  Sixty-seven  of  the  successful  ones  presented 
themselves  at  the  Finals  on  April  20,  and  fifty-three  successfully 
passed  the  tests  and  have  received  their  Common  School  Diplomas 
which  entitles  them  to  admittance  in  any  of  our  high  schools. 

Wyoming  County  is  justly  proud  of  her  high  schools  and  of  the 
character  of  work  they  are  doing.  We  have  five  boros  and  each 
maintains  a  high  school  of  the  first  grade.  In  addition  we  have 
three  township  high  schools  well  organized,  and  a  vocational  school 
that  has  proven  its  worth  in  an  agricultural  community.  Practically 
five  hundred  pupils  were  enrolled  in  these  secondary  schools  while 
the  graduates  for  the  year  total  eighty-seven.  Two  of  our  large 
townships  have  complete  consolidation  while  several  others  have 
partial  consolidation  of  schools.  Financing  a  first  grade  high  school 
in  a  town  of  five  hundred  population  is  a  real  problem.  However 
we  have  several  men  on  our  School  Boards  who,  after  years  of  care- 
ful study,  found  the  solution. 
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Fire  of  unknown  origin  destroyed  the  entire  school  plant  at  Nic- 
holson on  April  5,  1918.  Within  a  week  the  directors  had  completed 
arrangements  for  re-opening  their  schools  in  the  town  hall  and  local 
churches.  The  boys  and  girls  in  all  departments  were  given  the 
benefits  of  a  school  for  the  full  term.  The  people  at  Nicholson  show 
admirable  courage  and  school  spirit,  in  the  face  of  the  greatest  finan- 
cial loss  that  has  fallen  to  any  of  our  school  districts.  They  have 
bonded  their  district  to  the  limit  in  order  to  secure  funds  for  a 
new  building  and  equipment.  With  the  high  cost  of  labor  and 
building  materials,  it  has  been  a  proposition  for  them  to  figure  out 
enough  money  to  meet  the  actual  demands.  However  the  plans 
have  been  approved  by  all  the  authorities  and  the  contract  signed 
by  competent  builders.  The  plans  call  for  a  frame  structure  with 
stucco  finish.  When  complete  it  will  cost  approximately  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars  (25,000),  and  promises  to  be  the  most  modern 
and  best  arranged  school  in  the  county. 

During  the  severe  winter,  ice  of  great  thickness  formed  in  the 
Susquehanna  river.  When  the  breakup  came  in  February  part  of 
the  Laceyville  bridge  was  swept  away.  This  interference  of  travel 
across  the  river  prevented  the  pupils  living  on  the  west  side  from 
attending  the  Laceyville  high  school,  and  it  became  necessary  to 
re-open  one  of  the  rural  schools  for  their  accommodation. 

The  third  and  most  serious  financial  loss  occurred  at  Noxen  this 
spring  when  the  Mosser  Tannery  was  destroyed  by  fire  entailing 
a  loss  of  two  million  dollars  (2,000,000).  More  than  two  hundred 
men  were  employed  in  this  tannery  which  was  one  of  the  largest 
in  the  state.  The  effect  of  this  fire  on  the  school  system  of  Noxen 
township  is  hard  to  determine  at  this  time,  for  if  the  tannery  is 
not  rebuilt,  the  town  will  soon  become  a  deserted  village,  and  the 
five  teachers  with  their  one  hundred  sixty  (160)  pupils  will  soon 
depart  from  the  district. 

We  have  lost  many  of  our  faithful  principals  and  teachers,  some 
going  into  military  service  and  others  changing  for  better  positions. 
However  we  are  meeting  with  fair  success  in  finding  suitable  appli- 
cants to  fill  the  vacancies.  Salaries  are  being  raised  in  some 
instances  fifty  per  cent,  in  order  to  retain  our  eflicient  high  school 
principals,  but  the  tempting  offers  that  they  receive  from  outside 
sources  lead  many  of  them  to  make  a  change.  Practically  all  of 
our  schools  are  supplied  with  teachers  or  have  suitable  applicants 
in  sight,  excepting  our  vocational  school  where  we  have  recently 
lost  two  male  teachers. 

Our  Farm  Bureau  was  established  in  September  1917  by  raising 
the  expense  fund  of  |1000  by  popular  subscription.  In  connection 
with  the  Schools  the  Farm  Bureau  held  a  stock  judging  contest  in 
which  forty-five  high  school  boys  participated.     Pig  clubs  and  corn 
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clubs  with  numerous  members  have  been  established,  and  many 
variety  tests  are  now  being  made.  Hundreds  of  pupils  were  set 
at  testing  seed  corn  this  spring.  This  Avork  was  very  important 
and  revealed  the  fact  that  most  of  our  local  grown  seed  could  not 
be  used  because  of  low  germination  tests. 

Our  schools  have  done  their  full  share  in  all  War  Activities.  We 
rank  among  the  leading  counties  of  our  state  in  the  results  obtained 
from  Y.  M.  G.  A.  and  Thrift  Stamp  campaigns,  and  instead  of  war 
gardens  we  are  cultivating  war  fields,  with  the  cheering  thought 
that  we  are  here  helping  to  fight  the  great  fight  for  humanity  and 
freedom. 

In  closing  I  must  thank  the  teachers  and  pupils  for  their  splendid 
co-operation,  the  directors  for  the  confidence  they  have  shown  in 
their  superintendent  by  re-electing  him  unanimously  with  a  sub- 
stantial increase  in  salary,  the  press  for  its  valuable  assistance  and 
the  Dei>artment  for  timely  suggestion  and  aid  in  school  work. 


YORK  COUNTY— C.  W.  Stine. 


No  radical  changes  were  made  in  the  administration  of  the  schools 
during  the  past  year. 

We  observe  a  gradual  increase  in  interest  and  favor  among  the 
people  in  those  districts  where  there  is  a  desire  on  the  part  of 
directors  to  pay  more  liberal  salaries  and  secure  better  teachers. 
There  is  a  movement  in  this  direction  and  we  hope  to  see  school 
officers  and  friends  of  education  make  greater  efforts  toward  hav- 
ing the  best  qualified  teachers  and  show  a  willingness  to  compen- 
sate them  for  their  services. 

West  Manchester  Township  School  Building. 

This  is  a  one  story  brick,  designed  after  the  prevailing  style  for 
school  buildings,  giving  the  required  amount  of  window  glass  sur- 
face to  the  floor  space  in  each  room.  It  will  contain  a  large  entrance 
hall,  four  class  rooms  with  cloak  rooms  adjoining  each  class  room, 
and  two  teachers'  rooms  on  the  main  floor. 

The  basement  will  have  a  concrete  floor  and  will  contain  two 
play  rooms,  one  for  the  girls  and  one  for  the  boys ;  girls  and  boys 
toilets,  and  the  hot  air  heating  plant.  The  interior  of  the  building 
will  be  furnished  in  oak  throughout.  Colonial  style.  A  fan  system 
of  ventilation  will  be  installed.  The  building  is  planned  on  the 
interior,  and  designed  on  the  exterior,  and  so  constructed  at  this 
time,  to  allow  for  the  addition  of  a  future  second  story. 
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Patrons  day  has  been  observed  in  nearly  all  school  districts,  and 
as  a  result  the  spirit  of  progress  is  noted  in  school  loyalty.  When 
pupils  are  interested,  their  parents  can  greatly  augment  this  by 
visiting  their  school  on  special  occasions  or  any  other  time  observ- 
ing their  work. 

For  better  schools,  it  is  necessary  that  teachers  become  better 
acquainted  with  the  parents  and  the  community  in  general.  The 
time  has  come  for  the  school  to  project  itself  into  the  home  and  for 
the  home  to  re-enforce  the  work  of  the  school  at  all  possible  points. 
Lack  of  co-operation  opens  wide  the  doors  of  criticism  while 
co-operation  closes  them  and  ushers  into  being  an  atmosphere  in 
which  everybody  wants  to  work. 

The  State  Course  for  Elementary  schools  has  been  followed  by 
each  teacher.  The  State  Course  is  a  well  thought  out  plan  for  pur- 
suing work  in  a  systematic  manner.  We  should  know  what  definite 
things  are  done  in  each  grade  and  how  they  should  be  done. 

School  journals  have  been  taken  and  read  by  every  teacher.  This 
brings  to  the  profession  the  latest  and  best  of  what  is  going  on 
throughout  the  land.  They  keep  to  the  front  educational  principles 
which  must  obtain  at  all  times  to  make  our  work  interesting,  profit- 
able and  eminently  successful. 

A  number  of  acres  of  ground  have  been  found  available  for  War 
Gardens  in  a  number  of  our  districts.  Many  of  the  children,  who 
formerly  longed  for  something  interesting  to  do  through  the  idle 
hours  of  long  summer  days,  have  discovered  the  delight  of  planting 
seeds  and  sharing  in  the  miracle  of  growing  and  reaping  crops. 
They  will  learn  that  health  and  vigor  come  through  hours  of  happy 
labor  in  the  gardens. 

Corn,  Potato  and  Bread  baking  contests  were  held  throughout 
the  county.  Each  contestant  was  allowed  to  select  his  variety  of 
corn.  In  the  contest  the  prizes  were  awarded  upon  the  basis  of 
the  largest  yield  per  acre,  irrespective  of  quality  or  variety.  Each 
year  the  contestants  select  the  corn  for  future  planting  from  thrifty, 
well  developed,  strong-stemmed  stalks,  with  broad,  unrusted  leaves, 
a  strong  root  system  and  strong  broad  tassels. 

Two  hundred  dollars  or  any  fraction  thereof  will  be  awarded 
in  prizes  as  follows:  First  prize,  20  per  cent,  of  the  amount;  sec- 
ond prize,  15  per  cent,  of  the  amount;  third  prize,  10  per  cent,  of 
the  amount ;  and  six  prizes  of  5  per  cent.  The  remaining  25  per 
cent,  of  the  prize  fund  to  be  divided  equally  among  the  remaining 
contestants. 

Each  contestant  shall  be  required  to  plow  and  cultivate  the 
ground,  and  write  and  present  to  the  committee  a  report  of  the 
plowing  of  the  ground,  the  preparation  of  the  soil,  the  methods  of 


No.  11.  YORK  COUNTY.  143 

planting  and  cultivating,  the  commercial  fertilizer  and  manure 
used,  the  final  harvesting  of  the  corn,  and  the  total  cost  of  the  pro- 
duction of  the  crop. 

The  rules  and  regulations  for  the  potato  contest  shall  be  the  same 
as  those  of  the  corn  contest,  except  that  the  seed  shall  be  selected 
from  hills  producing  the  largest  quantity  of  salable  potatoes,  and 
that  the  area  shall  be  limited  to  one-eighth  of  an  acre. 

Bread  Baking  contest  is  open  to  all  girls  of  the  rural  school  dis- 
tricts of  York  county,  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  twenty  years. 
Eact  contestant  shall  do  all  the  work  in  connection  with  this  con- 
test without  the  assistance  of  any  one. 

All  the  teachers  and  pupils  were  requested  to  study  the  native 
trees  of  York  county.  Valuable  information  and  assistance  was 
secured  from  the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Forestry,  Department 
of  Forestry  of  State  College,  and  the  American  Forestry  Associa- 
tion, Washington,  D.  C.  Essays  of  no  less  than  500  words  nor  more 
than  1500  words  were  written  by  the  pupils.  Cash  prizes  were 
offered  for  the  best  essay  on  many  of  our  native  trees. 

In  harmony  with  and  closely  related  to  the  study  of  trees  and 
the  beautifying  of  school  and  home  grounds  is  the  writing  of  his- 
torical sketches  of  every  school  and  home  ground,  and  associate  with 
the  school  the  men  and  women  of  note  who  when  boys  and  girls 
were  pupils. 

The  pupils  were  requested  to  draw  on  a  sheet  of  paper  8^  x  11 
inches  the  drawing  of  the  school  ground,  giving  dimensions  in  feet 
on  all  sides ;  to  observe  the  points  of  the  compass,  to  indicate  the 
location  of  the  school  house. and  outbuildings  as  nearly  to  scale  as 
possible  and  to  locate  and  name  all  trees  and  shrubbery  growing 
on  the  ground. 

The  schools  received  free  from  the  Department  of  Forestry  of 
State  College,  Pa.  two  year  seedlings  of  Scotch  pine,  Bed  pine  and 
Norway  spruce.  More  than  two  thousand  trees  were  planted  on  the 
school  grounds. 

Liberty  Loan,  War  Savings  Stamp  and  Red  Cross. 

Our  teachers  took  an  active  part  in  the  War  Savings  Stamp  drives. 
Bed  Cross  Campaigns  and  Liberty  Loan  Drives.  War  Savings 
Stamp  Societies  have  been  organized  in  all  the  school  districts.  The 
school  houses  were  thrown  open  and  public  meetings  were  held  in 
every  district.  Teachers  made  a  house  to  house  canvass  for  the  Bed 
Cross,  the  War  Savings  Stamp  and  the  Liberty  Loan  Drives. 
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REPORTS  OF  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS 


ABINGTON  TOWNSHIP  (Montgomery  County)  Edward  S.  Ling. 


The  district  is  carrying  forward  the  erection  of  an  extension  to 
the  High  School  Building  in  spite  of  the  adverse  conditions  due  to 
war  times.  The  unavoidable  delays  have  postponed  the  possible 
date  of  using  this  extension  until  Januar}^  1,  1919. 

In  this  addition  to  the  High  School  Building,  quarters  are  being- 
provided  for  domestic  science  and  manual  training  classes,  the 
commercial  department  and  for  drawing  and  music  departments. 
There  will  also  be  provided  space  for  a  well  equipped  cafeteria, 
for  science  laboratories,  for  a  school  library,  etc.  The  total  cost  of 
the  extension  will  approximate  |75000. 

A  new  course,  vocational  in  its  nature,  viz.,  a  Home  Economics 
Course,  is  being  projected  and  will  be  put  into  effect  in  September 
without  waiting  for  the  completion  of  the  extension. 

A  large  class  was  graduated  from  high  school  in  June,  twice 
the  size  of  the  largest  previous  class. 

The  district  is  committed  to  the  furnishing  of  transportation  -to 
high  school  the  coming  year.  The  whole  question  of  better  high 
school  facilities  is  receiving  careful  consideration,  and  the  present 
outlook  is  for  one  of  the  best  schools  in  the  suburban  section. 

Teachers'  salaries  were  advanced  10%  at  the  beginning  of  the 
school  year.  At  this  writing,  salaries  have  already  been  fixed  for 
the  coming  year.  The  total  amount  represents  an  advance  of  15% 
over  the  preceding  year.  This  does  not  do  more  than  keep  pace 
with  increased  living  cost.  Further  advances  will  be  necessary  in 
order  to  stabilize  our  teaching  body.  These  the  Board  is  inclined 
to  make.  A  salary  schedule  is  under  discussion;  the  chief  difficult}' 
being  to  attain  one  that  is  flexible  enough  to  be  fair  to  the  more 
progressive  and  talented  teachers. 

A  study  has  been  made  of  attendance,  withdrawals  and  their 
causes,  which  is  given  below: 

It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  attendance  record  is  not  considered 
good,   but  only  fair.     We  suffer  verj^  much  in  this  district  from 
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change  in  residence  of  pupils  and  the  adjustments  that  must  be 
made  each  time  such  change  is  made.  This  tends  to  increase  the 
number  of  average  pupils  in  our  schools,  as  can  be  seen  by  the  tables 
of  age  and  grade,  which  are  also  appended. 

The  Courtis  tests  in  arithmetic  were  given  in  March,  and,  again, 
in  June,  different  series  being  used  on  the  two  occasions.  The 
results  of  these  tests  are  as  follows: 


Addition. 

Subtraction. 

Multiplication. 

Division. 

S.      ; 

A. 

S. 

A. 

S. 

A.      , 

S. 

A. 

March, 

Grade  4. 

5.1  ! 
6.4 
7.4 
6 

7.0 
7.9 
8.6 
8 

8.1 
8.7 
9.8 
10.0 

8.1  ' 
7.5 

10.9  ' 
11 

8.7 
10.0 
11.6 
12 

47  : 

49 
04  i 
lOO 

64 

63 
70  ^ 
lOO 

•7  i 
68 
73  ! 
100 

69 

61 

75 

lOO 

68  • 
76 
76  1 
100 

1 

4.8 
6.9 
7.4  : 
7 

6.7 
7.9 
9 
9 

9.2 

9.9 
10.3 
11.0 

9.9 

10.0    ! 

11.6 
12 

10.9 
11.3 
12.9 
13 

43 

62 

80 

100 

67 

S9 
83 
IGO 

75 

80 

85 

lOO 

72 

75 

^86 

100 

74 
80 
87 
100 

3.7 
4.7 
6.2 

6 

6.4 
6.9 
7.6 

8 

8.4 
8.8 
9.1 
9.0 

8.6 
9.9 

10.2 

10 

10.1 
10.3 
11.5 
11 

1 

37    . 
51 
67 
100 

70  ' 

75  1 
lOO  i 

70 
■        68  i 
78  ! 
100 

68 
70 
80 

:oo 

79 

71 

81 

lOO  1 

2.9 
4.6 
4 

4.2 
4.6 
6.1 
6 

6.2 

7.3 
8.2 
8.0 

5.9 
7.3 
9.8 
10 

7.7 
8.8 

10.7 

11 

42 

57 

Courtis 

Standard,  

Grade  5. 

100 

75 

June ,    - 

75 

General 
Courtis 

March, 

Medians, 

standard,  :. 

Grade  6. 

77 
100 

81 

SI 

General 
Courtis 

March, 

Medians, 

standard,  

Grade  7. 

87 
100 

81 
81 

General 
Courtis 

March, 

Medians,   

Standard,  

Grade  8. 

90 
lOO 

88 
85 

Medians,   _ 

91 

Courtis 

Standard,  

100 

Abington  results  are  below  the  general  medians  of  the  country 
at  large.  Improvement  from  March  to  June  was  noticeable,  but 
not  remarkable.  Supervisory  graphs  were  prepared,  the  situation 
was  faced,  remedies  were  suggested  and  put  into  use.  The  knowl- 
edge measured  is  limited  in  scope,  but  absolutely  fundamental. 

The  result  upon  the  teaching  corps  was  marked,  in  that  it  gave 
them  the  scientific  point  of  view,  measuring  results  by  an  objective 
standard. 

It  is  proposed  to  continue  measurements  during  the  coming  year, 
with  emphasis  upon  reading — oral  and  silent. 

The  School  of  Education,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  is  giving 
valuable  aid.  Dr.  Updegraff  and  Mr.  King  are  working  with  the 
group  of  superintendents  and  principals  who  have  been  applying 
the  measurements. 
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The  second  annual  session  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  of  the  town- 
ships of  Abington  and  Cheltenham  was  held  before  the  opening  of 
the  school  term,  September  4-8,  1917.  It  was  entirely  successful. 
The  joint  institute  plan  is  excellent  for  these  districts,  so  similar 
in  their  problems. 

All  teachers  enrolled  as  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Edu- 
cation Association  last  December. 

The  Teachers'  Retirement  Fund  was  explained  to  our  teachers  by 
Secretary  Baish  in  a  special  meeting.  The  younger  teachers  are 
inclined  to  hesitate  over  the  question  of  uniting  with  the  system. 

A  Field  Day  was  held  on  the  High  School  grounds  by  pupils  of 
the  elementary  schools  in  May.  Various  athletic  contests  and  dem- 
onstrations of  physical  work  made  up  an  interesting  program. 

Physical  training  was  given  to  both  boys  and  girls  in  the  high 
school  during  the  year.  It  was  also  emphasized  in  the  grades.  A 
supervisor  of  this  work  will  be  employed  during  the  coming  year. 
Abington  is  anticpating  the  demand  for  better  physical  training, 
which  is  a  result  of  the  awakened  condition  of  public  sentiment. 

A  change  in  School  Board  was  brought  about  by  the  progressive 
leaders  of  the  district  in  the  November,  1917,  election.  It  is  expected 
that  this  will  be  noticeable  in  school  policies  in  the  next  year. 


ALLENTOWN— H.  W.  Dodd. 


The  school  year  closed  Friday,  June  28th,  when  over  9,000  pupils, 
including  high  school  -pupils,  were  promoted  to  the  next  grade, 
although  commencement  exercises  had  been  held  the  Tuesday  pre- 
vious, when  124  young  men  and  women  were  graduated. 

The  past  year  has  been  filled  with  so  many  extra  calls  for  service, 
that  one  hesitates  in  selecting  the  most  important  feature  of  the 
schools'  work  on  which  to  make  a  report,  although  these  extra 
services,  such  as  services  rendered  by  teachers  and  pupils  in  the 
interests  of  the  Red  Cross,  Liberty  Loan  drives.  War  Savings 
Stamps,  and  all  kinds  of  patriotic  meetings  and  gatherings,  were 
services  willingly  and  lovingly  rendered  by  the  pupils  and  teachers ; 
and  we  stand  ready,  during  the  next  school  term,  to  render  even 
more  willingly,  indeed,  we  are  proud  of  the  privilege  to  render 
whatever  service  we  can  to  assist  the  government  and  the  country 
in  winning  the  war  and  establishing  its  ideals. 
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Manual  Arts. 

During  the  past  year,  the  growth  of  our  manual  arts  course  has 
been  somewhat  extensive.  In  the  manual  arts  department,  which 
is  limited  to  woodworking  at  the  present  time,  328  sixth  grade  boys, 
407  seventh  grade  boys  and  281  eighth  grade  boys  received  instruc- 
tion weekly  in  the  school  shop  centers.  Twenty-nine  sixth  grade 
girls,  255  seventh  grade  girls  and  266  eighth  grade  girls  received 
instruction  in  cooking  in  the  cooking  school  centers.  Six  hundred 
five  sixth  grade  girls,  365  seventh  grade  girls  and  266  eighth  grade 
girls  received  instruction  in  sewing  in  our  sewing  centers. 

In  the  high  school  department,  the  vocational  courses  gave  instruc- 
tion in  carpentry,  pattern  making,  cabinet  making  and  printing 
to  16  boys  enrolled  in  the  vocational  courses,  and  to  approximately 
75  boys  enrolled  in  other  courses.  The  household  arts  vocational 
department  gave  instruction  in  cooking,  sowing  and  house  manage- 
ment and  sanitation  to  146  girls.  These  are  rapidly  expanding 
departments  of  our  school  system  and  need  constant  supervision 
and  care. 

Continuation  Schools. 

From  the  1st  of  July,  1917  to  the  2nd  of  July,  1918,  1207  perma- 
nent employment  certificates  were  issued,  and  279  vacation  certifi- 
cates were  issued.  If  m}'^  memory  serves  me  right,  this  is  the  third 
largest  number  of  employment  certificates  issued  for  any  city  in 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  a  fact  of  which  I  am  sure  we  are  not 
proud,  but  simply  show^s  the  tendency  in  this  region  for  parents  to 
comjDel  their  boys  and  girls  to  leave  school  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
and  secure  employment.  Again,  I  might  say  this  is  not  strange  in 
a  community  which  has  approximately  72  different  industries,  as 
has  the  City  of  Allentown. 

The  issuing  of  this  many  employment  certificates  has  brought 
quite  a  burden  upon  the  school  district  in  "the  way  of  continuation 
schools,  which,  owing  to  the  exeremely  croAvded  condition  of  our 
various  school  buildings,  necessitates  a  crowded  condition  of  our 
continuation  schools.  During  the  past  year,  there  were  enrolled  in 
our  continuation  schools,  1041  boj^s  and  girls,  the  difference  between 
the  enrollment  and  the  total  number  of  emploj^ment  certificates 
issued  being  accounted  for  by  the  number  of  pupils  becoming  six- 
teen years  of  age  between  July  1,  1917  and  September  1st,  when 
school  began ;  the  fact  that  a  number  of  certificates  were  duplicated, 
many  children  having  received  several  certificates  throughout  the 
year;  and  the  lack  of  sufficient  assistance  in  the  department  of 
attendance  to  give  sufficient  oversight  to  this  department  of  the 
schools,  in  seeing  that  all  pupils  securing  employment  certificates 
were  registered  in  the  continuation  schools.    However,  I  am  glad  to 
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say,  this  defect  has  been  remedied  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
through  its  recognition  of  the  department  of  attendance,  and  the 
employing  of  an  additional  attendance  officer.  This  enables  us  to 
put  into  one  office  the  issuing  of  all  employment  certificates,  con- 
tinuation school  attendance,  checking  the  census  and  following  up 
truants. 

It  might  be  of  interest  to  note  the  few  number  of  girls — the  same 
fact  will  be  true  of  the  boys — that  go  into  employment  which  offers 
a  permanent  trade  or  profession.  Of  the  535  girls  enrolled  in  the 
continuation  school  during  the  past  year,  279  are  helpers ;  181, 
machine  operators ;  59,  clerks  and  check  girls ;  9,  in  millinery  stores ; 
3.  dressmaking;  2,  office  clerks;  and  2,  typists.  At  a  glance,  one 
would  say  that,  after  the  continuation  schools  have  been  in  opera- 
tion for  two  years  and  a  half,  out  of  535  girls,  representing  approx- 
imatelj^  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  enrollment  of  the  continuation  schools, 
only  eight-tenths  of  one  per  cent,  are  so  engaged  that  they  may 
learn  a  permanent  profession  or  trade,  it  does  not  seem  that  the 
continuation  schools  have  had  any  material  effect  upon  the  improve- 
ment of  boys  and  girls  in  service.  If  they  had,  they  surely  would 
render  them  more  abmitious,  and  a  greater  number  would  leave  the 
"blind  alleys"  of  employment,  such  as  helpers,  machine  operators, 
and  check  girls,  running  errands,  millinery  stores,  etc. ;  yet  we  con- 
sider the  type  of  work  that  we  are  doing  in  our  continuation  schools, 
which  adheres  closely  to  the  outlines  as  laid  down  by  the  State, 
and  which  course  of  study  is  handled  by  some  of  our  most  capable 
teachers,  especially  prepared  for  the  same,  and  the  work  at  all 
times  is  made  to  be  as  applicable  as  possible  to  the  living  and  work- 
ing conditions  of  the  boys  and  girls  attending  such  schools,  to  be 
the  equal  of  any  in  the  State. 

In  addition  to  careful  academic  work,  all  boys  receive  an  hour 
instruction  weekly  in  the  manual  training  shops  and  an  hour  of 
mechanical  drawing  under  the  instruction  of  an  expert  teacher; 
all  girls  receive  an  hour  a  week  in  sewing  and  an  hour  a  week  in 
cooking,  in  addition  to  the  academic  work  which  they  receive. 

It  is  one  thing  to  say  that  the  continuation  schools  are  a  success 
because  one  can  go  into  the  classroom  and  see  able  teaching  being 
done  and  satisfactory  work  accomplished  by  the  pupils,  and  another 
thing  to  say  that  the  continuation  schools  are  a  success  when  the 
improved  conditions  of  the  boys  and  girls  in  their  employment  is 
negligible  and  does  not  warrant  the  statement  that  continuation 
schools  are  a  success.  It  is  an  easy  matter  to  question  boys  and 
girls  attending  such  schools  and  receive  encouraging  statements 
from  them  saying  that  they  are  being  helped,  yet  no  one  can  go 
into  their  daily  life  as  they  work  in  the  shops  and  see  that  the  state- 
ments  are  true,   or  that  thev   are  more   ambitious   and   the  time 
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which  they  take,  shoAvs  that  they  have  any  higher  ideals.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  considered  a  pessimist  upon  the  continuation  schools 
question,  but  I  prefer  to  look  facts  in  the  face,  rather  than  to  simply 
take  the  encouraging  statements  of  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the 
institution. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  testify  to  the  enthusiastic  co-operation  which 
we  have  received  from  the  Board  of  Education,  the  teaching  staff, 
and  the  public  in  general,  in  making  this  past  year  a  highly  success- 
ful one. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  State  Department  for  the  many  courtesies 
extended  and  the  encouragement  and  assistance  rendered,  whenever 
called  upon. 


ALTOONA— S.  H.  Lavton. 


The  year  has  been  marked  by  progress  in  many  lines.  The  enroll- 
ment has  kept  up  w^ell  and  the  interest  has  seemed  to  grow  through- 
out the  whole  system. 

The  thirty-second  session  of  the  Altoona  city  teachers'  institute 
was  held  August  27-31,  1917  and  resulted  in  much  .good  to  the 
teachers. 

Many  new  aspects  of  service  have  developed  throughout  the  year 
owing  to  the  war  conditions.  Every  school  in  the  city  was  organ- 
ized as  a  100%  Junior  Red  Cross  organization.  The  High  School 
also  had  a  Senior  Auxiliary  which  did  much  effective  work.  Thrift 
Stamps  have  been  sold  in  the  city  schools  up  to  the  amount  of 
122,755.23.  The  Second  Liberty  Bond  sale  in  the  city  schools 
amounted  to  about  |50,000.  In  the  Third  Liberty  Bond  sale,  in 
about  one  hour,  the  High  School  subscribed  ^11,700. 

The  oral  and  written  contests  for  the  sale  of  War  Savings  Stamps 
and  Liberty  Bonds  by  the  Junior  Four  Minute  Men  has  vitalized 
the  composition  work. 

The  teachers  of  this  city  have  beeu  very  helpful  to  the  draft 
board  in  transferring  and  classifying  the  questionnaires  and  cards. 

The  Community  and  ^National  Life  Leaflets  issued  by  the  govern- 
ment have  been  in  extensive  use  in  the  sixth  and  seventh  grades 
throughout  the  city  as  well  as  in  the  Central  Grammar  and  High 
School.  These  have  been  very  helpful  in  pointing  out  the  kind  of 
material  needed  in  the  fjresent  day  curriculum. 

The  Superintendent  has  aimed  to  change  the  method  of  the 
teachers    from   formal   deductive   method   to   the   psychological   or 
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inductive  method  of  approach.  Emphasis  has  been  placed  upon  the 
personal  growth  of  the  child  in  initiative,  thought  j)Ower,  judgment 
and  interest  rather  than  the  mere  stuffing  of  the  mind  with  the 
isolated  facts  of  knowledge. 

The  teachers  during  the  year  have  been  addressed  by  Dr.  Calvin 
N.  Kendall,  Commissioner  of  Education  for  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
by.  Dr.  J.  A.  H.  Keith  of  the  Indiana  Normal  School,  by  Professor 
C.  P.  Zaner  of  Columbus,  Ohio  and  by  myself  on  the  subject  of 
reading. 

Throughout  the  year  the  superintendent  has  made  more  than 
2000  visits  in  the  schools,  an  average  of  about  eight  visits  to  each 
teacher. 

The  total  enrollment,  less  duplicates,  for  the  year  was  9579, 
4757  boys,  4822  girls,  the  average  daily  attendance  was  8045. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  to  retardation  in  the  schools. 
Recommendation  has  also  been  made  by  the  superintendent  that 
steps  be  taken  to  overcome  the  present  condition  of  retardation. 
On  the  basis  of  the  enrollment  of  September  1917,  21.8%  of  the  chil- 
dren were  retarded  two  years  or  more,  12^%  retarded  2  years,  6.2% 
were  retarded  3  years,  2.15%  retarded  4  years,  1%  retarded  5  years 
or  more. 

Recommendations  have  also  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Education 
to  employ  a  nurse  that  the  medical  inspection  "follow-up"  may  be 
much  more  effective  than  it  has  been.  Of  the  7094  children  exam- 
ined in  grades  one  to  seven  inclusive,  only  709,  or  10%,  can  be 
reported  as  perfect  physically.  Inasmuch  as  most  of  these  condi- 
tions are  remediable,  it  seems  almost  a  crime  that  the  children 
should  not  be  put  in  proper  physical  condition  to  secure  the  best 
possible  results  from  their  school  life. 

The  Courtis  Standard  Practice  Tests  have  been  in  use  the  last 
half  of  the  year  in  the  Sixth  Grades.  These  have  contributed  largely 
to  the  more  skillful  and  more  accurate  performance  of  the  funda- 
mental processes  in  arithmetic. 

Speed  and  quality  tests  in  penmanship  have  also  been  given.  The 
results  indicate  that  the  Altoona  children  are  well  up  in  the  mat- 
ter of  penmanship.  Emphasis  was  placed  upon  speed  in  these  tests 
and  so  there  was  somewhat  of  sacrifice  of  the  usual  quality,  but 
even  under  these  conditions  the  Altoona  children  reached  a  high 
standard  both  of  speed  and  quality. 

An  effort  has  been  made  to  establish  a  "Merit  System"  of  rating 
teachers  and  to  fix  a  salary  schedule  upon  the  basis  of  merit.  This 
plan  was  worked  out  by  a  committee  of  twelve  teachers  of  the  city 
and  with  one  slight  modification  w^as  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Board  of  Education.     The  minimum  salary  for  normal  graduates 
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was  fixed  at  |70  per  month  with  a  maximum  of  |1000  for  grade 
teachers.  The  salaries  now  paid  to  the  teachers  will  average  approx- 
imately |20  per  month  to  each  teacher  above  that  paid  last  year. 

The  system  of  promotions  in  the  past  has  given  no  definite  value 
to  the  rank  as  A  or  B  in  the  class.  In  order  to  definitely  evaluate 
the  letter  A  and  B  as  indicating  a  grade  we  are  definitely  assign- 
ing limits  to  be  covered  under  each  of  these  semesters.  The  semi- 
annual promotion  plan  is  also  being  worked  out  gradually,  so  that 
hereafter  there  will  be  no  question  as  to  the  status  of  the  child 
when  he  is  ranked  as  A  or  B  in  his  grade. 

We  have  also  made  an  effort  to  secure  better  lighting  conditions 
in  many  schoolrooms.  In  approximately  58  rooms  there  has  been 
a  reseating  in  order  to  secure  better  lighting  conditions  to  conserve 
the  eyes  of  the  children.  We  have  also  started  on  a  plan  of  cutting 
double  desks  into  single  desks  so  as  to  eliminate  all  double  desks 
from  the  city  and  to  secure  a  modern  seating  condition. 

Effort  also  is  being  made  to  work  out  a  more  practicable  system 
of  regulating  contagious  and  infectious  diseases  in  the  better  inter- 
ests of  the  child  life. 

In  the  evening  school  there  were  1544  different  persons  enrolled, 
with  approximately  a  75%  attendance.  Classes  were  organized  in 
Household  Arts  subjects,  Millinery,  Pattern  Shop,  Machine  Shop, 
Auto  Construction,  Mechanical  Drawing,  Typewriting,  Bookkeeping, 
Shorthand,  American  Citizenship,  Arithmetic,  Spelling  and  Penman- 
ship, English,  French,  Radio  and  Buzzer  Operation,  Advanced 
American  Citizenship,  Geometry  and  Algebra.  At  the  close  of  the 
evening  school  242  certificates  were  given  for  75%  attendance  and 
good  work.  Fourteen  of  these  were  issued  by  the  Extension  Depart- 
ment of  Pennsylvania  State  College. 

There  were  approximately  909  war  gardens  connected  with  the 
different  school  buildings,  also  164  home  gardens  under  school  super- 
vision. These  have  played  their  x^art  in  supplying  food  to  conserve 
the  supplies  for  the  army.  It  is  a  ver}^  inspiring  thing  to  see  these 
garden  workers,  or  the  soldiers  in  the  War  Garden  Army. 

Taken  all  in  all  there  has  been  a  fine  spirit  of  co-operation  in  all 
the  aspects  of  the  school  work.  This  has  contributed  largely  to  the 
progress  and  efficiency  in  the  schools. 


AMBRIDGE— C.  S.  McVay. 


The  total  enrollment  in  the  public  schools  for  the  year  1917-18 
was  2210,  of  which  137  were  in  the  high  school. 
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A  careful  distribution  of  pupils  shows  a  too  rapid  falling  off  of 
enrollment  from  the  seventh  grade  up.  Only  46  pupils  were  pro- 
moted from  the  eighth  grade  to  the  high  school.  However,  this 
year,  we  shall  establish  a  co-operative  school  with  the  industrial 
plants  in  the  city  whereby  a  pupil  may  be  able  to  do  his  school  work 
in  half  day  sessions  and  work  in  the  plants  the  other  half  day 
thereby  correlating  school  work  with  vocational  work.  We  believe 
by  the  above  plan  that  we  may  be  able  to  hold  boys  in  school  much 
longer. 

The  course  of  study  has  been  revised  throughout  the  elmentary 
school  and  high  school.  We  have  three  coursese  of  study — college 
preparatory,  English-science  and  commercial.  French  has  been  sub- 
stituted for  German  and  chemistry  has  been  placed  in  the  curricu- 
lum for  the  year  191S.  The  Board  has  purchased  flOOO  worth  of 
apparatus  for  physics  and  chemistry,  and  has  also  appropriated  |300 
for  high  school  library. 

A  new  grade  building  costing  ^60,000  has  just  been  completed. 
The  building  will  accomodate  520  pupils  and  complies  with  the 
adopted  standard  building  which  requires  in  construction  and  equip- 
ment the  most  improved  system  of  lighting,  heating,  ventilating  and 
sanitation  and  provides  thirteen  standard  classrooms,  with  addi- 
tional rooms  for  Manual  Training,  Domestic  Science  and  office.  This 
building  is  a  credit  to  any  city  and  will  relieve  the  congestion  for 
the  year.    However,  all  the  rooms  will  be  occupied. 


AECHBALD— W.  A.  Kelly. 


The  Board  of  Directors  decided  on  a  ten  month  term  for  1917-1918 
but  found  it  to  be  impracticable  on  account  of  the  over-crowded 
condition  in  the  schools.  There  were  seven  rooms  with  two  teachers 
and  three  rooms,  6th,  7th  and  8th  grades  running  two  sessions. 
Relief  for  this  congestion  is  in  sight  hj  the  addition  of  four  extra 
class  rooms,  an  office  and  a  laboratory  for  high  school  x^urposes. 
This  addition  will  give  some  relief  as  we  are  now  housing  600  pupils 
and  15  teachers  in  10  rooms. 

Two  prominent  educational  events  of  interest  were  the  organi- 
zation of  a  Parent-Teachers  Association  and  an  Institute  held  in 
Jessup.  The  Parent-Teachers  Association  was  organized  in  No.  8 
School  and  was  a  happy  event.  After  the  election  of  officers, 
selected  mainly  from  the  parents,  a  fine  entertainment  was  given 
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by  the  pupils  in  the  grades.  Two  speakers  were  on  the  program 
at  the  Jessup  Institute,  Prof.  Albert  of  Bloomsburg  Normal  and 
Eev.  Kerr  of  Olyphant,  who  is  a  very  forcible  4  minute  man. 

Our  teachers  are  all  very  industrious  and  are  working  hard, 
thereby  finishing  up  a  very  profitable  school  term. 

Like  the  grades  our  high  school  is  cramped  for  room.  Last  year 
twenty  students  completed  the  course.  The  enrollment  exceed  all 
previous  years.  The  parents  who  have  not  the  means  of  sending 
their  children  to  college  are  appreciating  the  value  of  the  High 
School  Course.  This  year  we  believe  it  will  be  necessary  to  add 
another  teacher  to  the  corps.  One  feature  of  the  work  that  appealed 
very  strongly  to  us  is  the  fact  that  four  members  of  the  graduating 
cass  have  attended  school  and  and  worked  in  or  around  the  mines 
for  the  past  two  years. 


ASHLAND— J.  C.  Weirick. 


Our  schools  closed  June  5,  with  an  enrollment  of  925.  On  June 
4,  a  class  of  thirty-eight  was  graduated  from  the  high  school,  the 
largest  class  in  the  history  of  the  school.  There  were  twenty  class- 
ical eighteen  commercial  students  in  the  class.  Practically  all  of 
the  commercial  students  have  positions,  many  with  the  Government. 
A  goodly  number  of  the  classical  students  will  enter  higher  insti- 
tutions of  learning. 

Slightly  more  than  ninety-two  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  in  the  grades 
were  promoted,  which  is  considerably  better  than  last  year.  Most 
of  those  who  were  not  promoted  were  irregular  in  attendance  and 
did  not  apply  themselves  as  they  should  have  while  in  school. 

Our  attendance  was  much  better  than  heretofore  and  to  this  we 
attribute  the  large  percentage  of  promotions.  We  have  had  the 
best  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law  in  the  history 
of  the  Ashland  schools. 

The  average  number  of  pupils  to  a  teacher  in  the  elementary 
schools  was  thirty-nine  plus,  and  in  the  high  school,  thirty-six.  The 
first  six  grades  and  the  high  school  were  crowded.  The  high  school 
enrollment  was  about  twenty  greater  than  the  preceding  year.  The 
increased  enrollment  was  due  to  more  pupils  being  admitted  from 
the  township  and  also  to  the  fact  that  more  pupils  are  remaining 
to  complete  a  high  school  course.  Our  Commercial  Department 
is  an  attractive  feature.  More  room,  which  means  a  new  build- 
ing, is  necessary  for  the  high  school.    This  is  our  special  problem. 
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We  were  very  fortunate  in  being  able  to  keep  our  teaching  force 
intact,  none  of  the  teachers  having  left  the  district.  All  of  the 
teachers  are  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Education  Asso- 
ciation and  are  anxious  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  educationally. 
Many  professional  books  and  educational  periodicals  were  read  and 
discussed  at  our  teachers'  meetings  during  the  year.  The  Board 
Avill  defray  a  part  of  the  expenses  incurred  by  a  Summer  School 
Course  and  many  of  the  teachers  will  take  advantage  of  this  oppor- 
tunity for  self  improvement  professionally,  during  the  vacation 
months. 

We  have  inaugurated,  in  a  very  simple  way,  physical  training  in 
the  schools.  A  special  teacher  could  not  be  employed,  so  books  were 
purchased  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  teachers.  The  work  is 
arranged  for  the  various  grades  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  the 
most  beneficial  and  also  to  be  continuous  from  grade  to  grade.  All 
play  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  teachers.  High  school  athletics 
are  in  a  flourishing  condition  under  faculty  supervision.  A  majority 
of  the  football  and  baseball  games  were  won.  High  school  athletics 
have  been  placed  on  this  plane  in  a  space  of  three  years  by  a  con- 
sistent effort  of  all  concerned. 

We  have  been  giving  spelling  its  proper  allotment  of  time  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  and  are  pleased  to  note  an  improvement 
in  this  important  subject.  On  May  2  and  3  of  the  year  1917,  a 
selected  list  of  words  was  given  to  the  grades  from  the  fourth  to 
the  eighth,  inclusive.  On  May  2  and  3  of  the  present  year,  a  sim- 
ilar list  was  given  to  the  same  grades.  There  was  a  general  improve- 
ment of  four  and  three  tenths  per  cent,  in  the  spelling  of  this 
year  over  that  of  last  year  and  an  increase  of  eleven  perfect 
papers — there  being  twenty-two  in  1917  and  thirty-three  the  present 
year. 

Our  teachers  and  pupils  are  all  very  much  interested  in  the  various 
"War  Activities."  The  teachers,  assisted  by  some  of  the  high  school 
pupils,  distributed  and  secured  the  "Food  Pledges"  for  the  entire 
town.  All  of  the  i>upils  were  eager  to  take  tags  on  "Tag  Your 
Shovel  Day,"  and  a  large  number  were  distributed.  In  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  the  Red  Cross  work,  all  have  taken  an  active  and  a  productive 
part.  Food  conservation  was  taught  in  all  of  the  schools.  In  the 
high  school,  the  Literary  Digest  was  used  in  connection  with  the 
Science  and  English  work.  Special  attention  was  given  to  the 
various  lessons  on  foods,  etc.  Many  of  the  pupils  are  using  all 
available  space  for  gardening  and  we  anticipate  highly  gratifying 
results. 

Our  pupils  were  very  active  in  the  buying  and  selling  of  Thrift 
Stamps  and  War  Savings  Stamps.  We  took  the  matter  up  in  the 
schools  in  January  and  for  the  first  few  months,  the  pupils  were 
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IDurcliasers  only.  In  order  to  do  more  in  this  matter,  we  decided  to 
have  the  pupils  bny  and  sell.  As  an  incentive,  we  nsed  the  "Thrift 
Army"  idea  and  gave  buttons,  suitably  inscribed,  as  the  pupils 
attained  to  the  different  ranks  in  the  army.  All  of  the  necessary 
expenses  in  connection  with  the  undertaking,  were  borne  by  a  public 
spirited  citizen.  The  project  was  a  great  success  from  the  beginning 
and  thousands  of  dollars  have  been  invested  in  stamps  through  the 
work  of  the  teachers  and  pupils. 

We  have  had  a  very  successful  year  and  feel  confident  that  real 
progress  has  been  made  in  all  departments. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the 
assistance  rendered  during  the  year. 


BANGOR— J.  W.  Gruver, 


At  the  beginning  of  the  term  last  autumn,  we  felt  that  every 
thing  was  conducive  to  a  splendid  year's  school  work.  We  had  a 
very  fine  corps  of  teachers  and  all  school  rooms  were  nicely  ren- 
ovated and  well  fitted  for  school  work.  However,  several  conditions 
were  soon  found  to  be  detrimental  to  the  progress  we  had  hoped  to 
make. 

On  account  of  the  war,  the  great  demand  made  on  munition  plants 
and  other  mills  and  public  works  for  war  material  compelled  these 
plants  to  look  for  better  trained  men  for  their  offices.  In  order  to 
secure  such  persons,  it  became  necessary  to  offer  very  much  larger 
salaries  than  the  public  schools  are  paying.  In  accordance  with 
these  offers,  the  teachers  in  charge  of  our  latin  and  commercial 
departments  soon  resigned  to  accept  such  positions  with  greatly 
increased  salaries.  The  Latin  department  worked  under  six  different 
teachers  before  we  were  able  to  secure  a  permanent  teacher  for 
the  position.  After  some  inconvenience  we  succeeded  in  securing 
a  commercial  teacher.  Our  country  needing  the  services  of  all  our 
available  young  men,  our  teacher  of  the  history  department 
resigned  to  enlist  at  the  nation's  call.  We  were  able  to  secure 
substitutes  for  these  classes  for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 

Another  drawback  to  the  progress  anticipated,  was  the  prevalence 
of  childrens'  diseases.  This  was  true  especially  in  the  lower  grades. 
An  epidemic  of  measles  broke  out  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the 
term.  No  sooner  had  this  abated  than  mumps,  chic-ken  pox,  whoop- 
ing cough  and  scarlet  fever  followed.     These  in  their  turn  spread 
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over  the  Avhole  town,  so  that  a  very  large  number  of  the  children 
in  these  grades  lost  several  months'  school  during  the  term.  On 
account  of  so  much  absence  from  school,  'the  teachers  of  these 
schools  were  compelled  to  work  exceedingly  hard  to  bring  these 
pupils  up  to  the  usual  standard  for  promotion.  Otherwise  the 
schools  were  found  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  term  was  1210 — 625  boys  and  585 
girls.  Of  this  number,  819  w^ere  in  the  primary  and  intermediate 
grades,  194  in  the  grammar  grades  and  197  in  the  high  school. 
Twelve  young  men  and  20  young  women  completed  the  course  of 
study  as  prescribed  by  the  school  board  and  Avere  awarded  the 
honors  of  graduation  at  the  close  of  school. 

As  had  been  the  custom  for  several  years,  the  members  of  the 
graduating  class  petititoned  the  board  to  be  allowed  to  take  an 
excursion  to  Washington,  our  nation's  capital,  that  they  might  learn 
more  about  the  way  in  which  the  nation's  affairs  are  conducted. 
But  on  account  of  the  poor  transportation  facilities  and  the  refusal 
of  the  railroad  companies  to  make  such  provisions,  we  again  resorted 
to  the  old  fashioned  graduating  exercises.  The  baccalaureate  ser- 
mon was  preached  in  the  Lutheran  church  by  the  pastor.  Key. 
Dallas  Greene.  The  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the 
United  Evangelical  church  where  Dr.  Theo.  F.  Herman,  of  the  Lan- 
caster Theological  Seminary,  made  the  address  to  the  graduates. 

As  is  our  annual  custom,  arbor  day  was  again  fittingly  observed 
by  having  public  exercises  on  the  high  school  lawn  with  the  public 
present. 

Our  commercial  department  is  doing  excellent  work  and  shows 
that  our  high  school  commercial  students  can  be  trained  to  do  the 
work  generally  expected  of  such  students.  Our  business  men 
eagerly  seek  their  services  for  their  offices  and  when  their  course 
is  completed  good  positions  are  generally  waiting  for  them. 

In  closing,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  splendid  support  given  me 
by  our  loyal  teachers,  directors  and  patrons. 


BEAVER  FALLS— C.  C.  Green. 


All  phases  of  our  civil,  social  and  industrial  life  are  affected  by 
the  great  dominating  fact  of  the  present  time — the  world  war.  It 
is  therefore  difficult  for  us  to  render  even  a  school  report  without 
making  reference  to  the  school's  relation  to  this  crisis  in  our  politi- 
C4il  history.     First,  the  public  schools  should  be  prepared   at  all 
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times  to  render  to  the  government  all  possible  aid  in  bringing  the 
war  to  a  successful  termination.  Secondly,  education  must  not  be 
permitted  to  suffer  neglect  while  war  lasts. 

Very  soon  after  our  entrance  into  the  war  our  government  rec- 
ognized the  necessity  of  a  campaign  of  education  for  the  purpose 
of  properly  interpreting  our  national  aims  to  the  masses,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  neutralizing  the  insidious  propaganda  of  our  enemies. 
The  public  schools  have  been  used  willing  as  an  educational  agency 
in  this  special  sense. 

In  our  high  school  we  have  introduced  a  text  book  entitled 
"Democracy  To-day."  This  book  is  studied  by  all  our  pupils  and 
was  written  for  the  purpose  of  instructing  our  children  in  the  prin- 
ciples which  underly  our  national  ideals.  The  subject  matter 
includes  the  leading  official  pronouncements  regarding  our  entrance 
into  the  war. 

A  High  School  Public  Safety  League  ,has  been  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  assisting  the  state  and  national  authorities  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  literature,  and  in  any  form  of  war  work  which  they 
are  called  upon  to  perform.  This  league  has  been  very  active  and 
efficient. 

A  Junior  Bed  Cross  has  been  organized  with  an  enrollment  of 
100%  under  the  regulations  specified  by  the  American  Ked  Cross 
Society.  The  necessary  funds  amounting  to  over  |500.00  were 
raised  largely  by  the  sale  of  tin  foil,  rubbers  and  paper  collected  by 
the  children. 

A  High  School  Auxiliary  of  the  Beaver  Falls  Branch  of  the 
Beaver  County  Chapter  of  the  American  Eed  Cross  has  been  organ- 
ized, and  about  two  hundred  girls  have  been  at  work  for  several 
months  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Josephine  Mclntyre,  teacher  of 
home  economics. 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  we  have  been  able  to  conduct  our 
school  thus  far  during  the  war  times  without  loss  of  time  or  lower- 
ing the  standards.  It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  the  nature  of  much 
of  our  instruction  is  undergoing  a  change.  Probably  the  most 
notable  change  is  the  tendency  to  give  instruction  in  all  branches 
a  more  practical  trend  than  formerly.  We  have  been  informed  that 
in  some  schools  a  condition  of  nervous  unrest  has  been  noticeable 
among  teachers  and  pupils.  To  a  large  degree  we  have  been  able 
to  avoid  this  condition.  Due  to  the  needs  of  the  hour  we  have 
endeavored  to  impress  upon  minds  of  our  teachers  and  pupils  that 
it  is  our  duty  not  only  to  avoid  panic,  but  to  apply  ourselves  to 
our  tasks  with  new  zeal  and  earnestness. 

Our  teachers  have  not  deserted  their  post  in  answer  to  the  tem- 
porary allurements  of  the  business  world.  They  have  determined 
to  fight  to  make  democracy  safe  for  the  world  while  our  boys  in 
France  are  fighting  to  make  the  world  safe  for  democracy. 


No.   11.  BERWICK.  159 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  this  country  has  there  been  a  more 
urgent  call  for  patriotic  service  in  education  than  at  the  present 
time.  The  man  or  woman  who  would  favor  the  neglect  of  iDublic 
education  at  this  time  of  crisis  is  either  unpatriotic  or  not  well 
informed  regarding  the  importance  of  preventing  in  this  country 
the  condition  of  ignorance  which  is  at  the  basis  of  the  present 
deplorable  political  conditions  in  Russia  and  Mexico.  The  great 
mass  of  foreign  born  people  in  this  country  must  be  converted  into 
intelligent  American  Citizens  and  the  chief  agency  in  this  work 
must  be  the  public  schools. 

Yes,  it  will  cost  more  to  maintain  the  public  schools  than  for- 
merly; but  every  other  valuable  thing  costs  more,  and  stinginess  in 
appropriating  money  for  public  education  is  one  way  to  help  our 
enemies  and  nullify  the  sacrifice  which  our  boys  are  now  making. 

In  closing  this  my  seventh  and  last  report  as  superintendent  of 
schools  in  Beaver  Falls,  I  desire  to  express  my  sincere  apprecia- 
tion of  the  support  and  encouragement  with  which  my  efforts  have 
been  received.  In  the  performance  of  my  official  duties  I  have 
endeavored  to  keep  before  me  the  ultimate  good  of  the  Beaver 
Falls  Public  School  System.  Sometimes  this  policj^  has  led  to  dis- 
appointment on  the  part  of  the  individuals,  but  with  very  few 
exceptions  I  have  found  the  teachers  and  patrons  willing  to  respond 
to  an  appeal  to  reason.  It  would  be  difficult  for  me  to  imagine 
more  loyal  and  intelligent  support  than  I  have  received  from  the 
Board  of  Directors  during  my  term  of  office. 

One  could  not  serve  seven  pleasant  years  in  a  community  as 
superintendent  of  schools  without  a  strong  affection  for  people  with 
whom  has  has  been  associated.  It  is  with  a  feeling  of  sadness  that 
I  sever  my  official  relations  with  the  Beaver  Falls  Schools.  My 
interest  in  Beaver  Falls  will  never  wane,  and  it  is  by  earnest  hope 
that  my  successor  may  receive  the  same  encouragement  and  support 
which  have  been  accorded  me. 


BERWICK— J.  Y.  Shambach. 


It  seems  to  me  that  we  can  view  the  work  of  the  past  school 
year  in  Berwick  with  a  great  deal  of  satisfaction. 

As-in  other  lines  of  work  we  believe  that  the  energies  of  the 
school  teachers  have  been  taxed  as  they  have  not  been  taxed  for  a 
number  of  years.  The  government  and  other  organizations  called 
upon  them  to  participate  in  the  Thrift   Stamp   and  War   Savings 
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Stamp  campaign,  the  Liberty  Loan  drives,  the  Red  Cross  and  Junior 
Red  Cross  membership  campaigns,  the  preparation  of  materials  and 
making  of  garments  for  the  Red  Cross,  the  raising  of  funds  for 
this  organization,  carding  the  questionnaires  of  the  men  of  draft 
age,  copying  cards  and  health  records  connected  with  these  ques- 
tionnaires, collecting  data  for  the  agricultural  questionnaires,  regis- 
tering the  women  for  war  service,  teaching  the  extreme  need  for  the 
conservation  of  food  and  fuel,  arousing  interest  in  war  gardens 
and  other  activities.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  note  that  with  practically 
no  exception  the  teachers  responded  gladly  each  time  they  were 
asked  to  do  any  of  this  additional  work. 

A  large  percentage  of  our  pu^Dils  joined  the  Senior  Red  Cross 
Society  or  the  Junior  Red  Cross  Societ3^  For  a  part  of  the  year 
our  senior  sewing  class  devoted  all  its  time  to  Red  Cross  work.  A 
number  of  our  pupils  did  some  sewing  or  knitting  for  this  organi- 
zation. 

The  maturity  value  of  the  Thrift  Stamps  and  War  Savings 
Stamps  disposed  of  through  our  school  agency  was  $10,138.50. 

We  had  inspiring  programs  at  all  our  school  buildings  on  Penn- 
sylvania Song  Day,  Ma}^  17. 

Two  donations  to  the  school  district  should  be  noted  here.  Mr. 
Joseph  M.  Schain  gave  a  set  of  swings  to  be  added  to  the  play- 
ground equipment  at  our  Market  St.  building.  Mrs,  S.  K.  Keller 
presented  a  glass  case  containing  a  valuable  collection  of  stuffed 
birds. 

During  the  year  we  had  two  helpful  interborough  teachers  con- 
ferences. November  23  the  teachers  and  supervising  officers  of  the 
schools  of  Bloomsburg,  Catawissa,  Danville  and  West  Berwick  met 
with  us  in  Berwick.  In  the  evening  Dr.  Teitrick,  Deputy  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  gave  us  a  strong  address 
which  contained  a  great  many  practical  suggestions.  March  15  we 
had  our  meeting  in  Catawissa,  Dr.  Rothermel,  Principal  of  the 
Kutztown  State  Normal  School,  gave  us  a  timely  address  in  the 
evening.  Some  teachers  and  supervising  officers  from  other  districts 
were  present  at  these  meetings. 


BLAKELY— H.  B.  Anthony. 


It  is  gratifying  to  note  the  prominence  that  is  being  given  to 
school  work  during  these  times  of  national  stress  and  the  recog- 
nition of  the  fact  that  with  the  close  of  the  war  trained  men  and 
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women  will  be  in  great  demand.  Our  schools  must  be  ready  to 
supply  that  demand  and  prepare  for  that  test  of  efficiency  that  will 
come  with  the  days  of  peace. 

Our  entire  school  body,  directors,  teachers  and  students  have 
worked  together  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  own  schools.  Our 
directors  have  been  progressive  in  their  attitude  towards  certain 
introductions  and  in  their  sanction  and  approval  of  others.  Without 
the  loyal  support  of  the  teachers  these,  however  would  have  become 
only  partially  effective  after  being  introduced,  and  without  the 
response  of  the  students  but  little  good  would  have  been  accom- 
plished by  directors  and  students. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  jea.T  our  schools  took  up  the  question  of 
food  conservation  and  have  hammered  this  subject  home  during 
the  entire  term.  This  has  been  supplemented  by  the  State  College 
Extension  Work  in  household  arts  and  economy,  and  agriculture, 
to  whose  instructors  we  can  not  give  too  much  praise.  Demonstra- 
tions have  been  given  in  all  the  buildings  by  experts  in  these  lines. 
Closely  connected  with  this  has  been  the  work  in  food  production. 
We  have  become  a  part  of  the  U.  S.  S.  G.  Army,  the  contingent 
from  the  Blakely  Schools  numbering  about  three  hundred.  In 
order  to  help  start  this  work  the  teachers  took  charge  of  securing 
the  seeds  many  dollars  worth  of  which  were  purchased  by  the  stu- 
dents. 

Our  teachers  and  students  have  willingly  responded  to  the  call 
for  assistance  in  making  out  questionnaires  and  in  taking  part  in 
the  various  Liberty  Bond  drives.  They  have  also  responded 
splendidly  to  the  call  for  Ked  Cross  Workers,  supplies  and  funds. 

We  have  a  Junior  Red  Cross  Chapter  having  the  honor  to  be  the 
first  to  be  organized  in  Lackawanna  County. 

We  have  conducted  a  steady  campaign  for  the  sale  of  Thrift 
and  W.  S.  Stamps,  our  teachers  and  students  owning  them  to  the 
value  of  over  $15,000. 

We  have  representatives  in  the  Boys  Working  Reserve  who  are 
doing  their  part. 

Our  service  flag  shows  that  one  hundred  of  our  students  have 
responded  to  the  colors. 

The  class  of  1918  inaugurated  a  war  time  commencement,  and 
had  their  graduating  exercises  as  simple  and  inexpensive  as  pos- 
sible. Our  Commencement  orator  was  Hon.  A.  W.  Johnson  of 
Lewisburg  who  thrilled  the  people  with  a  stirring  and  patriotic 
address. 

During  the  past  year  our  high  school  made  great  strides  in  ath- 
letics being  the  champions  in  baseball  in  the  Mid-Valley  League, 
being  awarded  the  silver  trophy  cup. 
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We  now  have  two  Parent-Teacher  Associations,  one  at  Number 
One  School  formed  last  year,  the  other  at  Columbus  School  this 
year.  We  look  to  see  the  remaining  school  organized  during  the 
coming  year. 

Considerable  equipment  has  been  added  to  the  laboratory  of  the 
high  school  while  the  library  was  enriched  by  the  addition  of  a  set 
of  the  New  International  Encyclopedia.  At  the  other  schools 
libraries  were  established  from  funds  raised  by  entertainments  pro- 
moted by  the  progressive  teachers. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  directors  decided  to  have  a  ten 
month  term ;  while  there  was  some  slight  opposition  to  this  at  first 
I  believe  that  by  the  end  of  the  term  the  great  majority  of  the  citi- 
zens saw  the  wisdom  of  the  movement  and  will  cordially  support  it 
in  the  future. 

Partly  as  a  result  of  the  longer  term,  we  were  enabled  to  introduce 
mid-term  promotions  in  grades,  one  to  seven  inclusive,  a  plan  upon 
which  we  have  been  working  for  some  time.  This  plan  met  with 
universal  approval.  It  will  be  beneficial  not  only  to  the  normal 
but  also  to  the  accelerated  and  the  retarded  pupils.  I  hope  to  see 
this  plan  solve  many  of  the  problems  regarding  the  progress  of  pupils 
and  materially  increase  the  efficiency  of  our  schools.  ^^~ 

At  the  beginning  of  the  last  term  we  established  a  commercial 
course  so  that  in  the  future  those  who  desire  to  prepare  for  business 
life  need  not  leave  home  and  home  influences  to  get  this  training.  The 
course  has  fulfilled  all  expectations  and  will  be  extended  during  the 
coming  year  to  include  stenography  and  typewriting  and  will  reach 
its  maturity  in  the  third  year.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  business 
world  is  crying  for  trained  workers  we  believe  that  this  course  was 
introduced  at  an  opportune  time. 

Our  needs  for  the  future  are  the  introduction  of  vocational  train- 
ing, domestic  economy  and  household  arts,  in  order  to  give  an  op- 
portunity to  the  boy  who  desires  to  earn  his  living  by  the  skill  of 
his  hand  as  well  as  the  training  of  his  mind  and  to  the  girl  who  de- 
sires to  become  a  home  maker. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  was  unanimously  elected  as 
superintendent  for  the  ensuing  term. 

Allow  me  to  thank  the  Department  for  the  many  courtesies  which 
have  been  shown. 
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BLOOMSBUEG— L.  Parvin  Sterner. 


Registration  and  Attendance. 

We  registered  eleven  hundred  seventy-five  pupils  in  the  elementary 
schools  and  two  hundred  ninety-six  in  the  high  school,  a  total  of  one 
thousand  four  hundred  seventy-one.  The  average  registration  per 
teacher  in  the  elementary  schools  was  forty-seven  and  in  the  high 
school  was  thirty.  Four  elementary  schools  registered  more  than 
sixt}'  each  and  four  others  registered  over  fifty  each.  The  average 
percentage  of  attendance  in  all  the  schools  was  ninety-five  percent. 

During  the  year  comparatively  few  of  our  pupils  left  the  schools 
for  the  mill  or  factory.  The  persistency  with  which  our  boys  and 
girls  hold  fast  to  the  schools  is  remarkable  and  very  gratifying. 

War  Activities. 

Our  teachers  deserve  commendation  for  their  various  efforts  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  our  country  in  the  great  world  war. 
They  have  encouraged  and  directed  home  gardening,  the  Junior  Red 
Cross  work,  the  army  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  and  the  War  Savings  plan.  They 
have  always  responded  to  the  call  for  help  in  the  war  activities  in 
this  section  and  especially  to  do  clerical  work  that  required  more  than 
ordinary  intelligence  and  care. 

Home  Gardening. 

Home  gardening  has  been  taught  in  our  schools  for  several  years. 
More  attention  has  been  given  it  this  year  than  heretofore.  It  has 
supplied  us  with  abundant  material  of  the  best  kind  for  the  study 
of  nature  and  for  composition  work. 

At  least  six  hundred  fifty  pupils  have  gardens  and  are  raisinji  hun- 
dreds of  dollars  worth  of  vegetables.  Most  of  the  gardens  were  in- 
spected by  the  teachers,  and  the  pupils  were  marked  in  their  monthly 
reports  for  the  work  they  had  done. 

The  Junior  Red  Cross  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Nearly  eight  hundred  of  our  pupils  are  members  of  the  Junior  Red 
Cross.  The  members  in  the  elementary  schools,  divided  in  numer- 
ous groups,  met  at  regular  intervals  after  school  and  did  much  valu- 
able work.  In  the  high  school,  the  Girls'  Red  Cross  Club  did  sew- 
ing, knitting  and  other  work.  Several  hundred  dollars  was  sub- 
scribed for  the  army  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work  by  individuals  and  by  clubs. 
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War  Savings  Stamps. 

We  gratefully  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  Uncle  Sam  for  the 
War  Savings  plan.  For  some  time  we  were  anxious  to  introduce 
the  school  savings  bank  into  our  schools,  but  adverse  influences 
thwarted  our  plans.  The  Federal  government  has  come  to  our  assist- 
ance. Our  boys  and  girls  now  have  the  splendid  opportunity  to 
learn  thrift  through  saving  the  money  they  would  otherwise  mis- 
spend. 

At  the  close  of  the  schools,  the  pupils  had  invested  nearly  seven 
thousand  dollars  in  War  Savings  Stamps.  The  good  work  is  being 
carried  on  during  the  vacation.  At  regular  intervals  every  week  the 
teachers  go  to  their  respective  school  rooms  to  receive  the  savings  of 
the  children  for  investment  in  War  Stamps. 

Examinations  and  Promotions. 

We  have  confined  the  final  examination  within  narrow  limits. 
Fewer  of  our  pupils  took  finals  this  year  than  hitherto.  Our  pro- 
motions were  made  chiefly  on  the  character  of  the  daily  work  done 
by  the  pupils.  We  considered  it  useless  and  a  waste  of  time  to  ex- 
amine pupils  whose  fitness  for  promotion  is  beyond  question. 

Graduation. 

On  Tuesday,  June  eleventh,  our  public  schools  closed  one  of  its  most 
successful  terms.  On  the  evening  of  that  day,  the  exercises  of  com- 
mencement week  were  concluded  with  the  graduation  of  forty-nine 
worthy  students,  constituting  one  of  the  best  prepared  classes  we 
have  ever  had  the  pleasure  to  graduate. 

Some  Needs  of  Our  Schools. 

Several  of  our  elementary  schools  and  also  our  high  school  were 
crowded  during  the  past  year.  Every  room  available  for  school 
use  was  occupied.  The  schools  will  be  larger  the  coming  year.  The 
high  school  registration  will  exceed  that  of  last  year  by  at  least 
thirty.  It  is  evident  that  a  new  high  school  building  is  one  of  our 
most  urgent  needs. 

Our  schools  excel  in  academic  work.  They  are  deficient  in  the 
training  of  the  hand,  in  domestic  science,  and  in  vocational  work. 
Although  our  teachers  pay  considerable  attention  to  the  physical  ex- 
ercise of  their  pupils,  a  director  of  physical  training  would  be  of 
great  value  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  our  schools. 

We  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  the  valuable 
assistance  it  gave  us  during  the  past  year. 
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BKADDOCK— F.  C.  Steltz. 


With  the  largest  teaching  force  and  enrollment  of  pupils  in  the 
history  of  the  Braddock  schools  we  concluded  what  has  been,  for  us, 
the  busiest  year  since  we  have  been  engaged  in  educational  work. 

All  buildings  are  now  taxed  to  their  utmost  capacity.  We  are 
greatly  in  need  of  a  Junior  High  School  Building  and  to  ''War  Con- 
ditions" only  is  attributed  our  failure  to  get  this  building  at  this 
time.  For  temporary  relief  our  board  has  let  the  contract  for  a  four 
roomed  addition  to  the  Copeland  building.  This  addition  complete 
will  cost  approximately  |50,000  and  is  to  be  completed  by  Septem- 
ber 1,  1918. 

After  two  years'  successful  conduct  of  the  School  for  Defectives,  the 
Evening  School  for  Foreigners,  and  the  Continuation  School  we  are 
prepared  to  say  that  we  have  been  of  real  service  to  all  the  pupils 
enrolled  in  the  above  mentioned  departments. 

The  Special  School  for  Defectives  meets  a  real  need.  Parents  whose 
children  have  received  training  in  this  school  demand  its  continu- 
ance claiming  that  their  children  have  been  helped  as  they  never 
have  been  helped  before. 

The  Evening  School  for  Foreigners,  while  not  so  largely  attended 
this  year,  due  to  economic  and  war  conditions,  nevertheless  was  pro- 
ductive of  much  good.  As  men  of  the  advanced  classes  began  to  grasp 
the  significance  of  our  government  and  its  institutions  by  reason  of 
a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  same  they  made  definite  arrange- 
ments for  first  or  final  citizenship  papers.  In  the  women's  class 
some  of  the  younger  women  made  remarkable  progress  in  being  able 
to  learn  to  read,  write  and  understand  the  English  language.  In 
several  cases  mother  and  daughter  attended  evening  school,  the 
daughter  as  a  helper  to  the  mother  in  acquiring  English. 

The  Continuation  School  enrolled  150  pupils  during  the  year.  This 
number  of  pupils  represented  twenty  different  occupations  and 
forty-three  em.ployers.  With  very  few  exceptions  our  pupils  were 
found  to  be  faithful  in  attendance  upon  this  school.  One  of  the 
large  advantages  of  this  type  of  school  is  the  aid  it  gives  to  the  pupils 
in  their  particular  line  of  work.  It  also  meets  the  needs  of  the 
adolescent  and  under  a  wise  teacher,  trained  for  this  work,  it  cannot 
fail  to  work  out.  I  have  no  patience  with  the  lame  argument  ad- 
vanced by  some  school  officials,  who  have  not  the  vision  to  see  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  by  the  pupil  in  this  type  of  school,  and  as  a 
result,  place  teachers  in  charge  who  are  as  visionless  as  themselves. 
Consequently,  under  these  conditions,  failure  is  inevitable.       Our 
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largest  problem  Las  not  been  with  the  pupils  themselves  but  with 
employers  who  either  do  not  understand  the  law  or  who  wilfully 
violate  it. 

Coupled  with  the  Continuation  School  problem  is  the  problem  of 
the  enforcement  of  the  compulsory  attendance  law.  Our  trouble  lies 
particularly  with  the  pupils  between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  sixteen. 
Chief  blame,  of  course,  attaches  to  the  home  training  of  these  chil- 
dren and,  in  many  cases,  parents  aid  and  abet  their  absence  through 
lying  or  taking  of  a  false  oath  before  a  Notary  or  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
When  these  are  proceeded  against  we  of  times  find  the  magistrate 
rather  slow  to  act  and  hence  all  our  labors  seem  to  be  in  vain.  As 
a  result  the  truant  officer,  teachers,  principals  and  superintendent 
are  credited  as  being  the  sole  cause  of  annoyance  by  the  irate  parents. 
Some  parents  even  go  so  far  as  to  almost  demand  that  we  agree  that 
a  boy  is  16  years  old  when  by  saying  so  he  might  secure  more  re- 
munerative employment.  When  such  requests  come,  as  they  some- 
times do,  from  "reform"  politicians  we  wonder  how  anyone  can  have 
faith  in  them. 

Our  method  of  checking  up  the  attendance  was  to  make  a  careful 
list  of  pupils  between  the  ages  of  14  and  16  as  shown  on  the  enumer- 
ator's books  and  immediately  have  all  teachers  and  principals  check 
those  in  school.  Those  not  checked  were  again  listed  and  given  to 
the  attendance  officer  after  the  first  school  week  in  September.  Our 
experience  last  year  justifies  us  in  continuing  this  plan  for  the  com- 
ing year.  Fifty  prosecutions  were  brought  and  of  this  number  44 
paid  costs  or  fines,  or  both. 

We  are  gradually  getting  away  from  the  old  idea  that  green  is  the 
proper  color  for  school  room  walls  and  today  we  find  but  eight  rooms 
in  our  district  thus  painted.  All  others  have  buff  walls  and  brown 
base,  with  ivory  ceiling.  As  the  district  is  able  to  afford  some  of 
this  work  each  year  we  hope  to  finish  all  walls  properly  next  year. 

Our  High  School  Library  contains  about  300  volumes  of  reference 
books.  Each  year  as  a  part  of  our  English  work  in  the  high  school 
our  second  year  class  is  given  library  practicum  at  the  Braddock 
Carnegie  Free  Library  under  the  direction  of  the  librarian,  Mr. 
George  H.  Lamb.  From  among  the  pupils  who  have  finished  this 
course  several  are  selected  to  take  charge  of  the  school  library  during 
vacant  periods.  These  pupils  have  charge  of  the  card  index  and 
assist  other  pupils  in  finding  the  proper  references. 

High  school  athletics  were  in  splendid  shape  during  the  past  year 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  we  did  not  maintain  a  football  team. 
Interclass  sports  under  the  director,  Mr.  Raymond  A.  Cox,  were  a 
great  incentive  to  the  boys.  In  basketball  we  made  an  enviable 
record  in  the  W.  P.  I.  A.  A.,  having  by  our  remarkable  playing  won 
the  privilege  of  playing  in  the  final  game  for  possession  of  the  cup 
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given  annually  by  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  Our  school  and 
town  were  extremely  loyal  to  our  team  whose  prowess  was  due  to  the 
splendid  coaching  by  Mr.  Cox.  We  shall  be  deprived  of  his  services 
next  year  by  reason  of  his  enlistment  recently  in  the  Aviation  branch 
of  the  Army. 

We  are  always  interested  to  know  where  our  overage  pupils  are  and 
why.  they  are  so  far  behind.  We  can  best  comprehend  this  only 
when  a  table  is  made  up  showing  the  distribution  of  all  elementary 
pupils  by  age  and  grade.  The  following  table  will  show  just  how 
Braddock's  2,540  elementary  pupils  were  distributed  during  the  past 
year: 


Grade. 

Age. 

Total. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

One, 

137 

211 

63 

178 

15 
68 

147 

1 
24 
71 
138 

1 
2 
5 
23 
42 
77 
67 

1 
3 
16 
38 
43 
61 
61 

1 

4 
11 
28 
38 
31 

1 

2 

3 

11 

17 

20 



3 

428 

11 

27 

11 
19 

Two,         

1 

76 

374 

Three,    _     

12 

88 

372 

— — 

87  ,      45 
125         85 

Four,    

5 

78 

396 

Five,   

i. 

48 

356 

7f5 

Six,          _. 

3 

38 

276 





Seven,    

1 

14 

198 

Eight 

25 

140 

Total 

138 

299' 

334 

312 

283 

289 

250 

242 

223 

113 

54 

3 

2,540 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  several  cases  we  had  pupils  in  grades 
decidedly  below  what  their  progress  should  be.  In  all  cases  where 
we  had  conditions  of  this  sort  the  teacher  of  our  school  for  defectives 
applied  the  Binet  tests  thus  satisfying  ourselves  that  pupils  were 
not  held  back  unnecessarily.  Special  work  was  then  given  those 
pupils. 

During  the  year  teachers  and  pupils  devoted  themselves  continu- 
ously to  the  various  war  activities.  In  the  Red  Cross  drives  our 
records  show  that  in  the  Christmas  campaign  255,  members  were 
secured.  In  money  this  netted  |267.27.  All  pupils  were  enrolled 
as  members  of  the  Junior  organization  by  a  contribution  of  twenty- 
five  cents  from  each  one.  The  Second  War  Fund  drive  netted  the 
splendid  sum  of  1622.24.  The  local  auxiliary  officials  were  delighted 
with  the  results. 

Two  Liberty  Loan  drives  were  made  during  the  school  term.  The 
first  one  was  known  officially  as  the  "Second  Liberty  Loan ;"  in  this 
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campaign  we  found  that  48  bonds  representing  $5,300  were  sold  by 
teachers  and  pupils  combined.  Our  second  drive  for  this  work 
came  April  22  to  May  4,  1918  for  the  Third  Liberty  Loan  and  resulted 
in  the  handsome  total  of  240  bonds  sold  representing  a  total  of  $20,300, 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  drive  resulted  in  gathering  $36.50  in  cash  and 
pledges  from  30  boys,  each  pledging  $10.  The  boys  pledged  them- 
selves to  earn  the  money.  After  much  urging  and  long  waiting  we 
we  able  to  turn  in  $189  and  were  forced  to  return  the  balance  of  the 
pledges  to  the  central  Y.  M.  C.  A.  offices  not  fulfilled.  Nine  boys 
did  not  contrilJute  anything. 

While  all  the  above  activities  were  in  progress  the  War  Savings 
Stamps  sales  were  quietly  going  on  and  when  our  accounts  were 
settled  with  the  Postmaster  on  May  28th  we  found  that  10,270  Thrift 
Stamps  and  945  War  Savings  Stamps,  totaling  $2,567.50  for  the 
former  and  $3,919.55  for  the  latter  or  a  grand  total  of  $6,487.05  was 
the  net  result. 

The  last  work  of  the  school  year  along  this  line  of  war  activities 
was  the  enlistment  of  50  boys  in  the  U.  S.  Boys'  Working  Reserve. 
Forty-two  of  these  boys  were  sent  to  farms  in  Washington  county, 
five  to  Allegheny  county,  one  to  Westmoreland  county  and  one  to 
Maryland  by  special  permission. 

In  conclusion  I  amindebted  to  a  hard  working  body  of  teachers  and 
sympathetic  board  of  education  for  any  progress  we  have  made  dur- 
ing the  year.  We  appreciate  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  us  by 
the  Department. 


BRADFORD— James  F.  Butterworth. 


The  report  of  the  activities  for  the  school  year  1917-18  must  of 
necessity  be  a  brief  and  general  one  as  the  position  of  superintendent 
— while  schools  were  in  session — has  been  held  by  me  through  a  period 
of  only  five  weeks  of  the  school  term,  my  election  coming  late  in 
April. 

Throughout  the  spring  and  early  summer  many  of  our  schools 
children  were  engaged  in  the  work  of  gardening,  taking  advantage  of 
the  offer  of  numerous  prizes  presented  by  the  local  Board  of  Com- 
merce for  the  best  individual  plots  and  best  individual  groups  of 
products.  This  competition  was  encouraged  by  the  superintendent 
and  teachers.  The  aim  w^s  chiefly  to  provide  more  food  locally  for 
this  year  and  to  stimulate  among  our  people  the  growing  of  agri- 
cultural products  in  a  section  where  for  years  the  chief  emphasis  has 
been  laid  on  oil  production. 
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The  work  of  the  Red  Cross  was  taken  up  eagerly  by  our  pupils, 
particularly  those  of  high  school  age.  A  school  bazaar  was  held  and 
the  proceeds,  amounting  to  nearly  |700,  were  turned  over  to  our 
local  chapter.  The  Junior  Red  Cross  also  had  practically  a  one  hun- 
dred percent  enrollment  of  our  school  children  and  has  now  in  its 
treasury  $636  for  Red  Cross  work  this  year. 

In  May  the  school  directors  voted  an  increase  of  salaries  to  our 
teachers.  A  scale  was  prepared  which  gave  the  teachers  increases 
of  from  ten  to  twenty-nine  percent,  those  teachers  who  had  received 
low  salaries  receiving  under  the  new  scale  the  greater  increase  and 
those  previously  receiving  the  higher  salaries  the  lower  increase  of 
ten  percent.  To  meet  this  necessary  expense  and  the  increased  ex- 
penses for  textbooks  and  supplies  the  school  tax  was  increased  twenty- 
five  percent  or  from  sixteen  mills  to  twenty  mills.  However  the  in- 
crease of  salaries  failed  to  keep  our  men  teachers,  and  we  were  obliged 
to  fill  two  positions  formerly  held  by  men  with  women  teachers.  The 
commercial  positions  were  difficult  to  fill  and  we  were  obliged  to  pay 
far  higher  salaries  for  such  teachers  than  for  teachers  of  purely 
academic  subjects.  It  has  been  very  difficult  this  summer  and  fall 
to  hold  teachers  to  their  contracts  and  two  of  our  teachers  saw  fit  to 
break  their  contracts  a  few  days  before  school  opened. 

Our  high  school  building  was  used  for  six  weeks  during  the  summer 
for  a  summer-school  for  grade  teachers.  It  was  well  patronized, 
thirty  teachers  attending,  and  the  professional  work  was  well  done; 
practically  every  teacher  attending  secured  a  good  teaching  position 
this  September  though  few  had  had  regular  positions  previously. 

Throughout  the  winter  term  and  during  a  part  of  the  fall  and 
spring  terms  we  organized  an  evening  school  for  foreign-born  people. 
Both  men  and  women  attended  and  made  marked  progress  in  the 
study  of  citizenship  and  English.  Two  of  our  regular  teachers 
served  as  instructors  in  this  work. 

Our  physical  culture  work  has  been  extended  materially  throughout 
the  year.  Regular  classes  were  organized  for  all  high  school,  eighth 
grade  and  seventh  grade  pupils,  with  two  periods  required  per  week 
of  our  550  high  school  students.  Those  failing  to  attend  regularly 
through  physical  disability  were  required  to  do  "make-up  work"  in 
theory,  studying  special  topics,  i.  e.,  "The  History  of  Physical  Train- 
ing," "The  Swedish  System,"  "Health  and  Hygiene,"  and  kindred 
subjects.  These  students  were  then  required  to  prepare  themes  or 
extended  papers  on  this  work,  work  developed  chiefly  through  a 
specially  prepared  list  of  books  furnished  by  our  school  library. 

Increased  interest  has  been  shown  in  our  indoor  games,  and  the 
aim  has  been  to  develop  many  class  and  room  teams.  Numerous 
competitive  meets  have  been  held  and  a  healthful  rivalry  has  been 
stimulated  among  classes  and  rooms.       This  has  been  done  some- 
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what  at  the  expense  of  our  regular  school  teams  that  play  with  school 
teams  of  other  cities.  However  we  feel  that  this  type  of  physical 
training  and  athletics  is  preferable  to  the  results  of  our  former  over- 
stressed  inter-city  athletic  rivalry,  and  surely  many  more  students 
than  formerly  have  been  physically  helped  by  this  system.  Our 
physical  training  department  is  one  of  our  best  organized  depart- 
ments and  both  our  city  and  county  students  have  the  past  two  years, 
improved  markedly  in  physical  appearance. 

There  has  been  a  marked  tendency  the  past  year  for  students  to 
secure  non-permanent  labor  certificates,  those  pupils  between  the 
ages  of  fourteen  and  sixteen.  In  general  the  community  seems  will- 
ing to  conform  to  the  labor  laws  and  whatever  derelictions  have  been 
found  seem  due  to  a  lack  of  knowledge  as  to  what  parents  must  do  to 
secure  working  certificates  rather  than  to  a  determination  to  have 
their  children  work  without  the  legal  papers. 


BRISTOL  BOROUGH— Louise  D.  Baggs. 


The  Bristol  borough  schools  closed  the  year  1917-1918  with  the 
largest  enrollment  in  their  history.  This  is  due  to  the  proximity 
of  the  Merchant  Shipbuilding  Corporation  which  is  located  on  the 
Delaware  River  just  over  the  borough  limit.  This  increase  in  the 
number  of  children  was  largely  in  the  lower  grades  and  necessitated 
the  opening  of  another  room.  In  order  to  meet  this  need,  one  of  the 
primary  rooms  was  in  use  from  8.30  a.  m.  to  4.30  p.  m.,  with  two 
classes  and  two  teachers,  the  classes  alternating.  The  results  have 
been  good. 

The  high  school  began  with  an  enrollment  of  115  but  many  boys 
were  attracted  to  the  shipyard  by  the  high  wages  offered;  seven 
have  left  to  join  the  Boys'  Working  Reserve  and  do  their  share  on  the 
farms. 

All  the  war  activities  have  been  heartily  entered  into  by  teachers 
and  pupils.  The  schools  became  a  recognized  Junior  Red  Cross 
school  auxiliary  and  received  their  certificate.  They  continue  to 
work  on  these  lines. 

The  school  buildings  have  'been  much  used  for  patriotic  public 
meetings,  university  extension  lectures  and  others.  Food  Conser- 
vation drives  were  carried  on  very  successfully  in  the  Domestic 
Science  laboratory.  All  the  domestic  science  work  this  year  was 
on  lines  of  food  conservation  and  food  values  which  the  girls 
carried  into  their  homes  with  good  effect.      The  same  was  true  of  the 
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sewing  and  knitting.  The  Red  Cross  of  Bristol  used  the  rooms 
nearly  every  day  in  the  week  for  their  work.  Thrift  Stamp  and 
War  Saving  Stamp  campaigns  were  constantly  going  on. 

The  schools  were  not  closed  on  account  of  lack  of  coal,  as  all  the 
coal  needed  for  the  year  was  put  in  the  cellars  during  the  summer. 
This  has  been  the  policy  of  the  school  board  for  many  years.  The 
buildings  were  all  in  excellent  conditions  and  needed  little  repair- 
ing. Some  new  furniture  was  added,  single  desks  replacing  old 
double  ones. 

Two  continuation  schools  have  been  opened  in  two  of  the  largest 
mills;  in  each  case  they  are  financed  by  the  mill  owners.  These 
schools  have  done  well  and  the  children  have  been  very  happy  in 
them.  The  rooms  that  are  used  are  unusually  well  equipped  for  the 
purpose.      The  schools  are  under  our  direct  supervision. 

One  of  our  problems  is  the  retarded  child  who  is  so  largely  through 
inheritance  and  surroundings.  We  hope  to  open  special  rooms  for 
such  in  the  future. 

The  latest  use  to  which  school  property  has  been  put  is  for  mili- 
tary training  for  the  high  school  boys.  The  Merchant  Shipbuilding 
Corporation  has  a  company  of  U,  S,  regulars  stationed  at  their  plant, 
and  at  our  request  a  lieutenant  was  detailed  to  come  to  the  high 
school  once  or  twice  a  week.  This  was  done  and  the  boys  drilled  in 
the  setting-up  exercises  and  marches.  The  boys  were  very  enthusi- 
astic and  responded  heartily.  We  took  this  opportunity  to  demon- 
strate the  value  of  such  training  to  growing  boys. 


BUTLER— John  A.  Gibson. 


The  schools  have  been  doing  their  bit  in  all  war  activities.  The 
high  school  has  its  Red  Cross  unit  which  has  been  working  on  Sat- 
urdays throughout  the  course  of  the  year.  The  schools  have  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps,  such  sales  amounting  to 
a  total  of  over  fifty  thousand  dollars  (|50,000,00)  in  the  five  months, 
January  to  May,  which  is  about  12  dollars  (|12.00)  per  pupil  for  our 
entire  school  enrollment.  The  high  school  boys  were  workers  and 
largely  subscribers  in  the  Y.  M,  C.  A.  campaign  for  war  funds.  They 
also  have  enlisted  in  the  Boys'  Working  Reserve.  Many  of  them  are 
doing  farm  work.  War  Gardens  have  been  supported  by  the  school 
through  the  encouragement  of  home  gardens  under  the  supervision 
of  parents  or  other  adult  members  of  the  family.  The  entire  school 
enrollment  has  been  organized  under  the  Junior  Red  Cross  and  has 
carried  on  many  activities  associated  with  this  organization. 
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The  school  curriculum  has  been  modified  to  some  extent  to  meet 
war  conditions.  In  the  high  school,  for  a  great  portion  of  the  year, 
two  addresses  per  week  were  given  to  the  entire  student  body  covering 
a  review  of  the  entire  war  and  emphasizing  patriotic  duty  under  clear 
ideals  of  America's  aim.  .  The  higher  classes  were  given  courses  on 
the  history  of  the  war.  The  English  courses  throughout  the  high 
school  were  enriched  with  instruction  from  current  literature  and 
current  war  activities,  especially  in  connection  with  oral  and  written 
composition. 

In  the  sub-high  school  grades,  historj^  and  literature  were  presented 
in  the  light  of  the  present  war  and  our  altered  international  rela- 
tions. Throughout  the  year,  the  schools  participated  extensively 
with  the  general  social  community  in  public  gatherings  of  all  types 
for  patriotic  purposes. 

Our  courses  in  cooking  and  diet  were  reconstructed  to  meet  the 
needs  of  food  conservation,  and  alteration  of  diet  necessitated  by 
unusual  conditions.  A  series  of  addresses  on  this  subject  were 
offered  by  this  department  of  the  high  school  to  mothers'  meetings 
at  the  various  school  buildings  of  the  city. 

The  schools  have  maintained  their  touch  with  the  public  through 
the  meetings  of  the  Parents-Teachers  Association,  visitors'  days  in 
the  schools,  public  entertainments  of  high  school  and  grammar  grades, 
commencement  exercises  devoted  to  patriotic  subjects,  and  parents'  . 
receptions  to  entering  classes  in  the  high  school.  The  high  school 
students  in  their  class  receptions,  athletic  activities,  social  organiza- 
tion of  boys  connected  with  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  friendship  organiza- 
tion of  the  girls  have  offered  enlarged  social  activities  for  the  student 
body.  The  glee  club  and  high  school  orchestra  also  promote  the 
same  ends. 

The  continuation  school  has  maintained  an  average  attendance 
during  the  course  of  the  year  of  about  seventy-five.  This  T\^ork  has 
been  handled  by  a  continuation  teacher,  assisted  by  the  vocational 
teachers  of  the  high  school.  An  evening  school  for  foreigners  was 
successfully  operated  last  year.  This  year,  however,  it  was  found 
impossible  to  secure  students  for  the  school  and  it  was  abandoned. 

The  building  acti^dties  of  the  district  are  being  absorbed  in  our 
new  high  school  building.  It  was  anticipated  that  the  building 
would  be  ready  for  use  in  September,  1918,  at  a  cost  of  about  |350,- 
000.  Present  developments  indicate,  however,  that  the  building  will 
not  be  completed  for  use  before  September,  1919,  and  at  a  cost  of 
$500,000.  The  reorganization  of  the  school  system  awaits  the  com- 
pletion of  this  building.  It  is  planned  at  that  time  to  organize  a 
Junior  High  School.  Initially  this  will  be  done  on  the  basis  of 
two  years  in  the  Junior  High  School  and  four  years  in  the  Senior 
High  School,  not  disturbing  the  present  high  school  unit.      The  prevo- 
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cational  work  of  the  Junior  High  School  will  be  enlarged  and  there 
will  be  added  increased  attention  to  physical  training,  music,  and 
public  assembly  work.  The  vocational  work  of  the  Senior  High 
School  will  be  planned  to  meet  the  requirements  for  state  and  national 
vocational  training. 

Awaiting  the  completion  of  our  new  High  School  Building,  the 
schools  are  laboring  under  an  excessive  enrollment  of  pupils  per 
teacher.  The  school  enrollment  has  grown  at  the  rate  of  over  three 
hundred  (300)  per  year  for  the  last  four  years.  If  this  rate  is  con- 
tinued for  the  school  year  1918-1919,  it  will  necessitate  the  resort  to 
some  part-time  schools  until  the  new  High  School  Building  is  com- 
pleted. 

Before  the  entrance  of  America  into  the  great  war,  Butler  had 
subscribed  the  funds  to  erect  a  modern  public  library.  War,  how- 
ever, has  postponed  this  action  and  until  the  good  day  comes  the 
city  must  continue  with  its'present  limited  resources  in  this  respect. 

In  the  internal  operation  of  the  schools,  Butler  has  adhered  to  the 
conservative  program  of  uniform  and  regular  examinations  as  one 
of  the  important  methods  for  the  determination  of  promotions  and 
classification.  This  policy  is  continuous  throughout  all  the  years 
of  the  school  system.  The  records  indicate  that  the  work  of  the 
high  school  has  been  considerably  disturbed  by  war  conditions  and 
the  work  of  the  school  for  the  year  his  been  slightly  below  normal, 
as  recorded  by  promotion  records. 

Flexibility  in  promotion  has  been  wrought  out  through  long  periods 
of  experiment  by  the  two-class  system,  semi-annual  promotions,  and 
entrance  and  graduation,  constant  special  promotions  of  pupils  in 
sub-high  school  classes,  and  promotions  by  subjects  in  the  high 
school. 

The  increased  cost  of  maintaining  the  schools  both  in  the  material 
equipment,  cost  of  labor,  and  the  salaries  of  teachers,  must  either 
educate  the  public  up  to  new  standards  of  investment  in  public  in- 
struction or  result  in  depreciation  of  the  work  of  the  school.  It  will 
require  the  loyalty,  the  idealism,  and  the  highest  service  of  those 
who  have  given  their  efforts  for  the  cause  of  the  public  schools  to 
carry  them  uninjured  and  unimpaired  across  this  stress  period  of 
our  national  history. 


CARBONDALE— William  C.  Greenawalt. 


Herewith  is  submitted  the  annual  report  of  the  Carbondale  City 
schools  for  the  term  ending  -June  20.  1918.  The  length  of  the  term 
was  nine  and  one-half  months. 
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There  were  enrolled  in  the  schools  3,782  pupils — 1,819  boys  and  1,- 
963  girls.  Of  these  pupils  633  were  enrolled  in  the  high  school.  The 
average  attendance  during  the  term  was  3,106 — 1,484  boys  and  1,622 
girls. 

The  number  of  pupils  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  June, 
1918,  was  ninety.  One  hundred  eighty-eight  pupils  received  certifi- 
cates of  promotion  from  the  eighth  grade  to  high  school.  Gradua- 
tion exercises  were  held  for  both  the  high  school  and  the  eighth  grade. 
The  excercises  of  the  eighth  grade  were  admittedly  the  best  that  the 
pupils  of  that  grade  have  rendered  at  any  one  graduation  exercise 
during  a  number  of  years.  The  high  grade  graduation  exercise  was 
possible  because  of  the  untiring  efforts  of  a  harmonious  corps  of 
eighth  grade  teachers. 

The  twentieth  annual  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  the  assembly 
room  of  the  high  school  during  the  week  of  December  31  to  January 
4.  The  instructors  for  the  occasion  were«Dr.  M.  P.  Shawkey,  Supt. 
of  Public  Instruction,  West  Virginia,  HoUis  Dann,  Director  of  Music, 
Cornell  University,  John  D.  Brooks,  Supt.  of  Public  Schools,  Amherst, 
Mass.,  S.  E.  Weber,  Supt.  of  Schools,  Scranton,  Pa.,  Miss  Emma 
Bolenius,  Lancaster,  Pa.,  C.  P.  Hoban,  Supt.  of  Schools,  Dunmore, 
Pa.,  Miss  Alice  Faulkner,  Scranton,  Pa. 

The  schools  of  Carbondale  took  an  active  part  in  war  activities 
during  the  past  year.  The  pupils,  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
several  teachers,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  local  committees,  so- 
licited for  the  sale  of  Liberty  Bonds  and  War  Savings  Stamps.  In 
all  they  secured  about  the  sum  of  |90,000  for  said  purposes. 

A  Parent-Teacher's  League  was  organized  in  each  of  the  ten  dis- 
trict buildings  and  judging  from  the  interest  manifestd  and  the  num- 
ber of  parents  attending  these  meetings  we  feel  sure  that  this  organi- 
zation will  be  a  helpful  adjunct  to  our  school  system  in  many  ways. 

The  Compulsory  Attendance  Law  was  complied  with  to  the  extent 
possible.  During  the  year  proceedings  were  instituted  against  a 
number  of  parents  and  employers  for  the  violation  of  the  Child  Labor 
Act  and  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Act. 

Flag  Day  was  observed  in  our  schools  in  an  appropriate  way. 

In  our  music  department  we  have  made  our  usual  progress  under 
the  able  direction  of  Prof.  Bly.  The  high  school  orchestra  has  de- 
veloped into  probably  one  of  the  best  high  school  orchestras  in  the 
State.  The  vocal  music  in  our  schools  shows  a  marked  improve- 
ment for  the  year. 

The  progress  made  in  the  building  of  the  new  high  school  building 
has  not  been  as  rapid  during  the  past  year  as  was  anticipated  and 
expected.      This  has  been  due  to  the  scarcity  of  material  and  labor. 

The  enumeration  of  the  children  of  school  age  was  taken  by  the 
teachers.      It  seems  that  this  is  the  practical  way  to  find  the  correct 
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number  of  children  of  school  age  as  required  by  our  code.  The 
teachers  of  our  schools  also  registered  the  women  of  the  city  for  the 
National  Defense  Society. 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Education  it  was  de- 
cided that  the  school  term  for  the  coming  school  year  should  be  nine 
and  three-fourths  months.  The  Board  likewise  increased  the  teach- 
ers' salaries  materially.  Teachers  were  granted  an  increase  of  .f  12.50 
a  month.  Principals  were  granted  an  increase  of  |15  a  month.  The 
increase  amounted  practically  to  20%  over  last  year's  salaries. 

On  January  16,  Dr.  March  of  the  Department  visited  our  high 
school.    He  made  valuable  suggestions  which  were  put  into  effect. 

We  have  enjoyed  the  co-operation  of  the  Department  at  Harris- 
burg.  We  anticipate  a  continued  co-operation.  We  pledge  our- 
selves to  do  all  we  can  toward  making  the  work  a  success. 


CAELISLE— John  C.  Wagner. 


The  school  year  1917-18  was  one  presenting  many  problems. 
Teachers  were  called  upon  to  do  much  patriotic  service  in  connection 
with  the  various  "War  Activities,"  a  service  cheerfully  rendered,  but 
one  that  used  up  energy  formally  devoted  to  the  school. 

Junior  Red  Cross  was  organized  in  the  schools  with  100%  en- 
rollment of  pupils.  One  hour  of  school  time  each  week  was  given 
over  to  this  work. 

The  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps  was  encouraged  in  the  schools  and  a 
large  number  of  our  pupils  invested  their  savings  in  this  way. 

The  war  recipes  in  cooking  were  worked  out  with  the  high  school 
girls  in  the  domestic  science  kitchen  and  sent  to  the  home  where  they 
were  widely  used. 

Mght  classes  were  organized  in  stenography,  typewriting,  telegra- 
phy, and  cooking.  These  classes  were  well  attended, — some  of  them 
continuing  throughout  the  summer. 

The  higher  wages  paid  in  the  munition  plants  of  the  country  caused 
many,  families  to  leave  Carlisle  during  the  year,  so  that  we  closed 
our  term  with  a  smaller  enrollment  of  pupils  than  we  have  had  for  a 
number  of  years. 

One  of  our  teachers  was  called  to  the  Army  before  the  close  of  the 
term  and  several  others  during  the  early  summer.  A  few  high  school 
boys  dropped  out  during  the  year  and  enlisted  in  the  Aviation  Sec- 
tion. Students  having  a  good  standing  in  scholarship  were  excused 
from  further  attendance  April  1,  provided  they  devoted  their  full  time 
to  farm  labor. 
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Due  to  the  Bed  Cross  acti\dties.  to  which  the  women  of  Carlisle  gave 
so  much  of  their  time  and  energy,  the  Parent-teacher  organizations 
were  temporarily''  discontinued. 

School  attendance  was  good,  the  attitude  of  pupils  towards  their 
school  work  was  never  better.  Seventy-seven  young  men  and  women 
were  awarded  diplomas  at  the  annual  Commencement  Exercises  of 
the  high  school.  This  was  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of  our 
schools. 


CAENEGIE— Thomas  J.  George. 


It  is  difficult  to  measure  the  efficiency  of  a  school  system  accurately, 
and  yet  we  feel  that  the  year  just  closed  has  been  a  very  satisfactory 
one.  As  any  school  system,  however  efficient,  has  its  difficulties,  so 
we  had  ours. 

Our  greatest  hindrance  to  the  most  efficient  work  was  a  shortage  in 
teaching  force.  One  of  the  grade  teachers  left  us  to  engage  in  busi- 
ness. Another,  Mr.  O.  H.  Philips,  the  efficient  head  of  the  English 
department  in  our  high  school,  after  several  months  of  illness,  which 
robbed  the  school  of  his  labor,  passed  to  the  Great  Beyond.  Mr. 
Philips  was  well  fitted  for  the  position  he  so  well  filled  for  the  last 
ten  years.  Big-hearted,  genial  natured,  of  kind  disposition,  a  true 
friend  of  the  child,  strong  in  discipline,  faithful  to  duty — all  of  these 
was  O.  H.  Philips — the  Reverend  gentleman  and  efficient  teacher. 
We  greatly  miss  his  wise  counsel  and  friendly  advice.  His  place  is 
hard  to  fill. 

Another  hindrance  to  the  most  efficient  work  was  the  crowded  con- 
dition of  our  schools.  The  past  year,  2,010  children  were  enrolled 
with  an  average  attendance  for  the  term  of  1,719  and  a  parcentage  of 
attendance  of  95.  Although  but  three  years  have  passed  since  six 
rooms  were  added  to  the  high  school  building  and  a  grade  building 
of  eight  rooms  was  erected,  we  are  much  in  need  of  more  rooms  to 
accommodate  the  rapidly  increasing  number  of  children,  due  to  the 
rapid  growth  of  our  city  and  increasing  desire  on  the  part  of  parents 
that  their  children  be  educated. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  children  of  foreign  parentage  remain  in 
school  much  longer,  and  attend  school  more  regularly  than  a  few 
years  ago.  It  is  true  that  the  high  cost  of  li\dng  and  the  good  wages 
paid  to  the  young  induce  many  a  lad  to  apply  for  an  employment 
certificate  as  soon  as  the  law  permits  his  quitting  school. 

In  this  connection  I  might  add  that  the  Compulsory  Attendance 
Law  has  been  strictly  enforced  and  employment  certificates  are  de- 
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nied  those  who  do  not  meet  the  age  and  literary  requirements  of  the 
law.  There  is  to  my  mind  but  one  serious  defect  in  this  law;  that 
is,  that  children  who  have  nat  reached  the  minimum  age  of  14  years, 
are  not  permitted  to  work  at  some  light  service  during  vacation 
periods.  To  me,  this  is  a  matter  of  grave  consideration  as  I  know  of 
no  better  agency  for  creating  criminals  and  contracting  habits  of  idle- 
ness than  spending  the  long  summer  vacation  on  the  streets  of  our 
towns  and  cities. 

The  vaccination  law  has  been  rigidly  enforced  and  we  now  have 
little  difficulty  in  enforcing  it. 

Thirty-two — nineteen  splendid  young  men  and  thirteen  capable 
young  ladies — were  graduated  from  the  high  school.  These  young 
people  as  has  been  our  custom,  prepared  their  own  program  and  en- 
tertained a  large  and  appreciative  audience. 

It  is  a  great  thing  in  the  life  of  a  boy  or  a  girl  to  complete  a  course 
of  study  in  a  good  high  school  and  receive  the  honors  of  graduation. 
This  event  should  be  celebrated  with  appropriate  ceremonies  and  pub- 
lic display.  Nor  should  he  be  deprived  of  the  honor  of  appearing 
before  the  largest  and  most  appreciative  audience  that  assembles  in 
the  town  during  the  year  and  speak  a  few  words  that  are  his  own  upon 
some  subject  to  which  he  has  given  his  best  thought  and  study. 
It  is  a  peculiar  and  valuable  experience  to  the  young  lad  or  lass. 

It  may  be  true  that  hired  music  and  paid  oratory  may  be  more 
pleasing  to  some  of  the  audience,  but  not  to  the  parents  and  friends 
of  the  young  graduate  and  I  question  if  it  is  better  for  the  school  and 
community. 

Two  literary  societies,  the  Philo  and  the  Potter,  were  conducted 
by  the  pupils  of  the  high  school.  These  societies  are  doing  excel- 
lent work  in  training  our  young  people  to  write  and  speak  in  a  public 
way.  During  the  year  a  contest  was  given  by  these  organizations 
which  created  much  rivalry  in  the  school  and  considerable  interest  in 
the  town.  The  contest  consisted  in  orations — select  and  original — 
essays,  readings,  vocal  music,  and  debate.  The  three  judges  chosen 
by  the  two  societies  from  outside  the  school  district  gave  their  de- 
cision in  favor  of  the  Philos,  but  it  was  a  very  close  contest  and  even 
the  judges  were  not  entirely  satisfied  with  their  own  decision. 

But  the  performance  that  attracted  the  greatest  audience,  even 
more  than  we  could  accommodate  was  an  Operetta,  Bulbul.  The 
young  people  acquitted  themselves  very  creditably  and  were  enthusi- 
astically received. 

A  small  admission  fee  of  ten  cents  is  charged  for  all  school  activ- 
ities to  which  the  public  is  invited.  And  while  the  amount  charged 
is  only  nominal  and  is  made  so  that  no  family  may  be  deprived  the 
privilege  of  attending,  it  nets  a  nice  little  sum  to  the  school.  This 
small  admission  fee  has  purchased  |1,200  in  pictures,  $700  in  pianos, 
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$250  in  victrolas,  |175  in  a  moving  picture  macliine,  the  pathescope 
and  a  stereoscope,  the  balopticon,  and  considerable  athletic  equip- 
ment. 

The  attendance  during  the  year  has  been  splendid.  This  result  is 
due  to  a  continuous,  conscientious  effort  on  the  part  of  our  teachers, 
a  faithful,  helpful  effort  on  the  part  of  the  parents  and  the  absence 
of  my  outbreak  or  epidemic  of  contagious  diseases.  In  connection 
with  the  attendance  permit  me  to  state  that  the  enrollment  both  in 
the  grades  and  in  the  high  school,  while  growing  each  year,  was  the 
highest  this  year  that  it  has  ever  been. 

The  problem  that  confronts  the  school  board  is  how  best  to  pro- 
vide for  this  rapidly  growing  school  population  in  the  future  and 
especially  this  coming  year. 

We  are  blessed,  however,  with  a  school  board,  who  are  thoroughly 
interested  in  the  schools  and  doing  all  they  can  to  better  the  present 
condition.  They  are  progressive  and  always  favor  the  best  educa- 
tional advantages. 

Our  district  institute  was  a  splendid  success.  McKees  Eocks 
school  district  and  Carnegie  hold  separate  institutes  on  the  same 
days  and  employ  the  same  instructors  each  engaging  half  time.  This 
plan  enables  us  to  secure  able  talent.  We  find  special  advantage  in 
conducting  our  institute  just  before  the  opening  of  school  in  Sep- 
tember, as  it  engages  the  attention  of  the  patrons  of  the  school  many 
of  whom  are  interested  listeners  especially  at  the  evening  sessions  of 
which  we  usually  have  two. 

We  tried  hard  in  all  war  activities  to  do  our  part.  And  while  we 
did  not  do  as  much  as  we  wish  we  might  have  done,  we  feel  that  we 
have  not  been  slackers,  but  patriotic  and  loyal  to  every  request  of 
the  administration  or  to  those  whose  office  it  was  to  direct.  In  the 
Liberty  drives  the  children  certainly  were  active  workers.  In  the 
Second  drive  the  children  subscribed  |22,000,  and  in  the  Third,  after 
the  town  had  been  thought  thoroughly  canvassed  by  two  committees, 
the  men's  and  the  women's,  the  school  children  by  visiting  every  nook 
and  corner  of  the  city  limits  picked  up  |34,200.  The  Superintendent 
happened  to  have  charge  in  Zone  XIII.  This  Zone  included  six  town- 
ships and  seven  boroughs  and  covered  considerable  territory,  requir- 
ing much  of  the  Superintendent's  time,  but  believing  that  the  cause 
was  just,  the  school  board  readily  granted  him  such  time  from  regu- 
lar school  duties  as  he  might  find  necessary  to  thoroughly  organize 
the  field  for  effective  work. 

In  Red  Cross  Work  we  were  none  the  less  active.  Every  child  in 
the  district  became  a  member  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross  and  assisted 
in  its  activities.  Several  hours  each  week  were  given  to  sewing  and 
knitting  and  many  of  the  boys  vied  with  the  girls  in  handling  the 
needles. 
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But  to  me  the  most  pleasing  thing  was  the  boys,  fifty  or  more  of 
them,  pledging  themselves  to  earn  and  give  ten  dollars  each  to  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  war  fund  by  April  1  of  the  school  year.  But  two  boys 
failed  to  redeem  in  full  his  pledge.  Boys  rich  and  poor  alike  were 
enrolled  in  the  work.  It  was  a  great  cause  and  a  splendid  sacrifice 
on  the  part  of  the  boys.  Boys  who  were  not  taught  nor  expected  to 
do  anything  about  the  home  were  seen  in  the  early  morning  and  in 
all  kinds  of  weather  shoveling  snow,  wheeling  coal  to  or  ashes  from 
the  cellar.  The  poor  boy  was  making  a  splendid  sacrifice,  for  the 
money  he  labored  hard  for  and  so  freely  gave  was  needed  in  his  own 
home.  The  boj^s  enjoyed  it  for  they  felt  they  were  doing  their  ''bit" 
toward  winning  the  war,  but  we  know  they  were  doing  more.  They 
were  acquiring  the  habit  of  service  from  whence  comes  true  joy. 

During  the  school  year,  pupils,  teachers,  parents,  directors  have 
worked  together  to  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  school.  A  helj)ful  at- 
titude on  the  part  of  the  citizens  and  directors  increases  the  efficiency 
of  the  schools  and  extends. their  field  of  usefulness. 

We  desire  to  thank  the  teachers  for  the  interest  they  have  taken  in 
their  school  work,  and  for  the  progressive  spirit  they  have  shown. 
We  wish  to  thank  the  citizens  of  Carnegie,  the  local  press,  and  the 
school  directors  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  supported  the 
Superintendent  in  his  administration  of  school  affairs.  Also  the 
State  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  State  Board  of  Edu- 
cation for  the  valuable  and  timely  suggestions. 


CHAMBERSBUKG— U.  L.  Gordy. 


This  marks  the  close  of  my  first  year  as  superintendent  of  the 
Chambersburg  schools.  It  cannot  be  claimed  that  the  work  was 
carried  on  any  better  than  formerly;  it  is  hoped  that  the  average 
standard  of  efficiency  was  maintained.  I  find  that  a  wholesome  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  education  prevails  in  the  community.  The  school 
board  has  labored  unselfishly  and  unitedly  during  the  year  for  the 
best  interest  of  the  schools,  the  teachers  have  appeared  to  do  their 
best,  and  the  pupils  have  made  reasonable  progress  in  their  work. 
Under  these  conditions,  we  close  the  year  with  no  serious  regrets  en- 
tertained. 

The  war  affected  us  in  many  ways.  Nine  high  school  students  en- 
listed for  military  service,  nearly  all  under  eighteen  years  of  age.  A 
spirit  of  unrest  with  respect  to  enlistment  existed  in  the  whole  stu- 
dent body,  and  more  than  ordinary  skill  in  management  was  required 
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to  make  it  effectively  appear  that  this  war,  so  far  as  field  service  is 
concerned,  is  a  man's  not  a  boy's  job,  and  that  the  place  of  our 
young  people  on  patriotic  grounds  is  in  school. 

The  pupils  in  all  grades  took  an  active  part  in  the  Red  Cross, 
Army  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Liberty  Loan  and  War  Saving  Stamp  drives,  do- 
ing effective  work  in  making  sales  and  soliciting  funds.  A  number 
of  tables  and  other  pieces  of  furniture  were  made  in  the  industrial 
arts  school  for  Army  hospitals  and  Y.  M.  C.  A's.  This  with  the  sys- 
tematic instruction  given  by  the  teachers  as  to  the  cause  of  the  war 
and  the  best  ways  of  helping  win  it  for  America  and  the  allies  cre- 
ated a  fine  patriotic  sentiment,  in  the  homes  as  well  as  the  schools. 
If  the  Kaiser  has  any  doubt  about  having  enemies,  let  him  come  to 
Chambersburg. 

The  war  was  responsible  for  very  few  of  our  pupils  leaving  school 
to  go  to  work.  It  did  affect,  however,  the  election  of  courses  of 
study  by  the  advanced  pupils.  Due  it  is  thought  to  the  great  de- 
mand for  stenographers  and  typewriters,  the  percent  of  those  taking 
the  commercial  course  in  high  school  last  year  was  46^  of  the  wliole 
student  body,  against  the  30%  electing  the  course  the  year  before,  and 
normally  the  same  in  former  years  as  indicated  by  the  school  records. 
Fewer  took  the  college  preparatory  and  vocational  courses. 

The  evening  commercial  and  industrial  schools,  maintained  for 
workers  the  past  few  years,  were  more  successful  last  year,  it  is  said, 
than  formerly  due  no  doubt  to  conditions  brought  on  by  the  war. 
One  hundred  one  were  registered  in  the  commercial  and  sixty-four 
in  the  industrial  departments  of  the  evening  school,  in  operation  for 
six  months  during  the  year.  The  attendance  was  remarkably  regu- 
lar, many  making  100%,  and  the  progress  in  studies  very  satisfactory. 
A  number  of  these  evening  students  passed  Civil  Service  examina- 
tions as  draftsmen,  telegraphers  and  stenographers  and  typewriters, 
and  are  now  in  government  service.  Nearly  all  the  others  are  in 
local  positions  advanced  by  reason  of  proficiency  made  in  the  even- 
ing schools.  These  schools  had  the  support  of  the  local  industries, 
the  employed  student  in  most  cases  being  paid  regular  wages  for 
his  attendance  at  school. 

The  Teachers'  Retirement  Law  is  going  to  be  a  good  thing  for 
Chambersburg  teachers  and  schools.  Eighteen  of  our  sixty-three 
teachers  have  taught  for  more  than  twenty  years,  nine  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  and  two  over  forty  years.  By  the  operation  of  this 
law,  it  will  be  possible  for  the  school  board  to  retire  properly  a 
teacher  who  has  passed  her  time  of  greater  usefulness  for  physical 
reasons,  and  the  teacher  still  engaged  will  be  less  inclined  to  change 
to  an  unprotective  occupation.  The  one  thing  needful  now  is  good 
salaries  to  attract  to  the  profession  well  trained  young  people. 
Of  the  seventy-two  graduating  from  our  high  school  this  year,  only 
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three  have  signified  their  intention  to  prepare  for  teaching.  The 
reason  is  obvious.  Many  of  our  high  school  freshmen  are  making 
more  money  a  day  during  the  vacation  than  their  teachers  received 
last  winter. 

We  appreciate  the  good  offices  of  the  State  Department  extended  to 
us  during  the  year,  marked  with  many  perplexing  questions  arising 
largely  through  the  war. 


CHAKLEROI— Thomas  L.  Pollock. 


On  May  28th,  we  closed  a  verj^  successful  and  unusual  term  of 
school  with  an  actual  enrollment  of  2,544  pupils  who  were  taught  by 
a  corp  of  sixty-four  teachers.  Although  we  were  handicapped  in 
some  particulars  on  account  of  war  conditions;  yet,  opportunities 
were  presented  by  these  conditions  to  do  things  which  could  not  have 
been  accomplished  under  normal  conditions. 

While  there  seemed  to  be  a  spirit  of  unrest  prevalent  among  the 
pupils,  parents,  and  teachers,  it  was  certainly  gratifying  to  note  the 
co-operation  and  untiring  support  of  all.  By  the  close  of  the  term 
all  had  adjusted  themselves  to  the  war  conditions  and  the  schools 
closed  with  a  very  creditable  record.  The  year  was  an  excellent 
one  to  test  the  qualities  of  the  teachers,  and  the  teachers  without  the 
true  qualifications  of  a  teacher  were  soon  discovered. 

The  schools  served  as  hot  beds  of  patriotism;  every  opportunity 
was  seized  to  teach  patriotism  and  the  demonstrations  along  this  line 
were  never  equaled  at  any  other  time  in  our  history.  Every  stu- 
dent from  the  primary  grade  through  to  the  senior  in  the  high  school 
was  made  to  realize  he  had  a  duty  to  perform  in  the  winning  of  this 
war.  Not  one  slacker  was  found  in  the  whole  system ;  every  child 
did  his  part  no  matter  how  great  the  sacrifice.  During  the  Second 
and  Third  Liberty  Bond  issues,  the  high  school  students  canvassed 
the  town  and  the  total  amount  of  their  sales  was  -^47,600.  The  town 
was  divided  into  districts  and  these  students  made  a  house  to  house 
canvas  for  the  sale  of  these  bonds,  and  it  was  interesting  to  observe 
the  splendid  business  ability  of  many  of  these  young  people.  Several 
handled  the  proposition  with  the  confidence  and  efficiency  of  a  prac- 
tical business  man. 

A  constant  drive  was  kept  up  through  the  term  in  the  sale  of 
Thrift  Stamps,  and  the  pupils  received  lessons  in  thrift  which  were 
never  taught  before  this  year.  At  the  close  of  the  term,  we  were 
surprised  to  find  we  had  sold  Thrift  Stamps  to  the  amount  of  |7,348.18 
which  we  consider  quite  a  record. 
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The  Junior  Red  Cross  campaign  received  splendid  support;  every 
child  in  the  system  enrolled  in  this  work  and  we  rejoice  in  our  en- 
rollment of  100%  and  fees  amounting  to  |600,75.  The  pupils  were 
encouraged  to  earn  their  enrollment  fee  of  25c  and  it  was  amusing 
to  learn  some  of  the  different  ways  this  25c  was  secured,  but  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  give  an  account  of  it  in  this  report. 

Another  successful  undertaking  was  the  preparation  of  Christmas 
boxes  for  the  soldiers.  Collections  amounting  to  |267.01  were  se- 
cured and  boxes  prepared  for  the  soldiers  in  Europe.  The  high 
school  students  made  contributions  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  movement  to 
the  amount  of  |540,  and  fourteen  boys  enlisted  in  the  Boys'  Working 
Eeserve. 

The  assistance  rendered  the  Local  Red  Cross  Chapter  merits  praise. 
It  was  interesting  to  note  the  interest  and  enthusiasm  displayed  by 
boys  and  girls  alike  in  the  knitting  of  718  articles  consisting  of  166 
sweaters,  19  robes,  74  pairs  socks,  238  wristlets,  21  helmets,  12  comfort 
pillows,  and  188  wash  cloths  for  the  soldiers  in  France. 

On  Thursday  evening,  April  18th,  a  very  interesting  event  occurred 
in  the  high  school  auditorium,  when  thirty-one  members  of  the  vari- 
ous classes  participated  in  the  contest  for  the  best  four-minute  speech 
on  the  Third  Liberty  Loan.  Four  prizes,  aggregating  fifty  dollars, 
were  offered  by  the  local  Liberty  Loan  Committee.  The  able  man- 
ner in  which  the  young  people  acquitted  themselves  on  this  occasion 
was  remarkable. 

The  local  Draft  Board  of  this  district  are  liberal  with  their  words 
of  praise  for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  this  board  in  its  work 
by  the  teachers  and  the  pupils  of  the  Commercial  Department  of  the 
high  school  who  helped  on  Saturdays  filling  out  the  index  cards  for 
the  questionnaries. 

All  this  work  was  done  without  interfering  with  the  regular  school 
work.  No  school  activities  were  neglected  as  the  literary,  social, 
musical  and  athletic  features  were  carried  out  without  any  loss 
whatever. 

In  closing  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Department  of 
Education  for  their  assistance  and  report  that  the  support  of  the 
Charleroi  Board  of  Education  has  been  fine  through  the  whole  year. 


CHELTENHAM  TOWNSHIP  (Montgomery  County)— O.  W.  Acker- 
man. 


As  usual  the  school  activities  of  the  township  have  been  many  and 
of  a  varied  nature.      The  growth  of  the  district,  in  population,  has 
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been  so  rapid  during  the  past  year  that  nearly  all  of  our  buildings 
have  been  filled.  At  present,  nine  buildings  with  a  total  enrollment 
of  1,790  children  are  in  use.  The  teaching  force  has  been  increased 
in  the  past  four  years  about  25%. 

Elementary  Grades. 

The  course  of  study  has  been  modified  so  that  woodwork  and  sew- 
ing are  now  given  to  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  Children 
that  are  above  age  for  the  fifth  grade  are  given  a  special  program  so 
that  they  may  do  handwork  in  the  upper  grades.  In  this  way  we 
have  made  provision  for  a  number  of  subnormals.  In  the  Edge 
Hill  Building,  we  havfe  made  provisions  for  the  colored  and  Italian 
children  by  beginning  their  woodwork  and  sewing  in  the  fifth  grade. 
In  the  two  departments  mentioned  it  has  been  our  aim  to  train  the 
boys  and  girls  to  do  a  good  quality  of  work.  After  the  problems 
outlined  for  the  year  were  nearly  all  completed,  then  both  depart- 
ments entered  into  war  work  and  the  fitting  up  of  playgrounds. 

Under  the  guidance  of  the  censors  appointed  by  the  school  Auxil- 
iary Executive  Committee,  assisted  by  the  supervisors,  many  excel- 
lent garments  were  made  for  the  Ked  Cross  of  Southeastern  Penn- 
sylvania. Teachers  and  pupils  remained  after  school  to  do  their 
part  in  the  great  struggle. 

Night  School. 

A  night  school  was  established  December,  1917,  for  men  and  women, 
young  or  old,  who  wished  to  qualify  for  office  positions  during  the 
scarcity  of  office  help.  More  than  100  enrolled  in  this  school,  which 
made  it  necessary  to  employ  four  teachers.  The  work  these  stu- 
dents did,  during  the  six  months  the  school  was  in  session,  has  been 
of  such  value  that  the  Board  of  Directors  declares  that  it  was  a  good 
undertaking  and  that  the  school  will  be  continued  next  year. 

The  following  subjects  were  offered  in  the  night  school : — bookkeep- 
ing, banking,  real  estate,  spelling,  office  practice,  typewriting,  short- 
hand, business  English,  penmanship  and  commercial  law. 

High  School. 

All  high  school  courses  have  been  improved  and  the  requirements 
for  graduation  made  more  rigid.  Students  were  given  spelling,  pen- 
manship, typewriting  and  shorthand  without  respect  to  their  courses 
if  they  could  arrange  their  programs.  A  large  volunteer  class  formed 
for  work  after  the  sessions  of  the  day  had  closed  in  order  to  prepare 
for  clerical  positions  in  case  the  government  needed  help.  The  course 
in  manual  training  and  cooking  in  the  high  school  has  been  made 
more  exacting  and  the  exercises  more  practical.      Mechanical  draw- 
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ing  has  become  a  part  of  the  woodwork  course.  The  cooking  depart- 
ment ran  the  lunch  counter  for  the  high  school  without  any  outside 
help.  Through  the  able  management  of  Miss  Rorabaugh,  it  was 
possible  to  do  all  the  work  in  the  lunchroom  by  the  aid  of  the  girls 
in  her  department.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  of  the  excellent  service 
given  the  high  school  by  the  supervisor,  her  assistant  and  the  girls 
of  the  cooking  department. 

Physical  Training. 

During  December,  January,  February,  and  March,  two  instructors 
were  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to  give  physical  training 
to  the  boys  and  girls  of  the  high  school.  The  exercises  given  were 
for  the  purpose  of  correcting  the  ordinary  physical  defects. 

The  elementary  grades  were  fortunate  in  securing  the  services  of 
the  senior  girls  of  the  physical  training  course  of  the  Beech  wood 
school,  Jenkintown,  Pa.  We  wish  to  make  this  public  announcement 
of  the  excellent  service  given  to  our  schools  by  the  young  women  of 
the  institution  named  above.  The  j^oung  women  did  their  work  in 
a  wholly  satisfactory  manner  and  have  received  practice  in  teaching 
that  will  be  of  value  to  them  in  their  future  work. 

Gardens. 

The  board  of  directors  appointed  two  high  school  teachers  to  look 
after  school  gardens.  At  present  the  district  has  six  war  gardens. 
In  addition  to  these  war  gardens  several  hundred  home  gardens  have 
been  prepared  by  the  children  of  the  district.  The  products  of  the 
war  gardens  will  be  used  by  the  families  whose  children  are  working 
in  the  gardens  excepting  three  gardens.  Some  of  the  xjroducts  of 
these  gardens  will  be  used  at  canning  centers  for  Red  Cross  and  other 
purposes.      The  high  school  room  has  become  a  canning  center. 

Savings  Fund. 

The  saving  fund  of  the  Cheltenham  school  district,  which  was  es- 
tablished in  the  early  80's,  has  been  able  to  report  fairly  large  deposits 
during  this  war  period.  While  these  deposits  look  large  for  a  small 
school  district,  yet  it  must  be  stated  here  that  the  children  of  the  dis- 
trict, through  the  various  activities  were  able  to  sell  about  $3,500 
worth  of  Thrift  Stamps  and  more  than  |50,000  worth  of  Liberty 
Bonds. 

Institute. 

The  joint  institute  of  the  Abington  and  Cheltenham  School  Dis- 
tricts held  from  Sept.  4th  to  8th  was  instructive  and  helpful  to  the 
teachers  of  the  districts.      It  has  been  decided  bv  the  districts  to  con- 
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tinue  the  joint  institute.  We  wish  to  thank,  through  this  publication, 
Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  for 
his  service  in  making  the  institute  a  success. 


Miscellaneous. 

The  district  wishes  to  report  the  use  of  the  later  tests  devised  by 
Courtis,  Ayres,  Studebaker  and  others.  The  co-operation  of  the 
Department  of  Education  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  was 
much  appreciated  both  in  the  way  of  supplying  valuable  information 
and  suggestions  and  also  in  sending  substitute  teachers  to  aid  in  the 
high  school  during  the  absence  of  teachers  on  account  of  illness. 

The  Palmer  System  of  penmanship  has  become  thoroughly  rooted 
in  our  system,  nearly  all  teachers  have  become  holders  of  certificates 
of  proficiency. 

The  children  of  the  district  were  a  part  of  two  important  celebra- 
tions again  this  year.  Memorial  Day  and  Fourth  of  July.  On  the 
Fourth  of  July,  not  less  than  800  children  took  part  in  three  parades. 

The  work  in  the  grammar  grades  is  being  shaped  so  that  the  Junior 
High  School  plan,  which  is  not  far  distant,  may  be  easily  taken  up. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  of  the  State 
for  the  many  bulletins  sent  us  during  the  past  year. 


CHESTER— Chas.  A.  Wagner. 


The  school  year  of  1917-1918  will  long  be  memorable  for  the  diffi- 
culties in  operating  the  schools  which  resulted  partly  from  permanent 
local  industrial  growth  and  enlargement,  and  partly  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  "war  industries"  in  and  about  the  city.  Ship  yards  are 
the  type  of  the  former,  and  gun  and  ammunition  factories  of  the 
latter  form  of  growth. 

From  this  sudden  growth,  two  difficulties  came  to  the  schools. 
First,  was  increased  enrollment,  demand  for  more  school  accommoda- 
tions. Eight  first  grades,  (ages  6-7)  numbering  approximately  300 
children,  were  put  on  half  time  attendance,  one  class  attending  in 
the  forenoon,  and  another  in  the  afternoon.  In  all  the  grades  above 
1,  the  enrollment  per  school  room  were  very  large,  as  is  shown  by 
this  table: 
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Enrollment  of  pupils  Number  of  School-rooms 

12  to  19  pupils  enrolled, 4 

20  to  24  pupils  enrolled, 5 

25  to  29  pupils  enrolled, 18 

30  to  34  pupils  enrolled, 41 

35  to  39  pupils  enrolled, 23 

40  to  44  pupils  enrolled, 39 

45  to  49  pupils  enrolled, 12 

50  to  54  pupils  enrolled, 10 

55  to  59  pupils  enrolled, 5 

60  upward  pupils  enrolled, 1 

The  median  number  (79)  falls  within  the  35  to  39  group;  for  the 
best  results  it  should  fall  within  the  25  to  29  group.  Thus  we  note 
how  heavy  was  the  work  of  the  grade  teachers,  for  57%  of  the  schools 
reached  an  enrollment  of  35  to  39  pupils  or  larger.  Stated  in  another 
way,  only  17%  of  the  rooms  had  an  enrollment  of  25  to  29  pupils  or 
less,  and  83%  of  the  rooms  had  an  enrollment  of  more  than  25  to 
29  pupils.  Compared  with  the  work  of  former  years,  the  average 
of  each  teacher's  work  was  thus  from  20%  to  30%  heavier  last  year. 
But  this  increase  of  work  was  not  the  most  damaging  result  of  the 
industrial  change.  The  shortage  of  labor  of  all  kinds  has  produced 
an  unprecedented  increase  of  pay  in  the  industrial  establishments. 
Bookkeepers,  clerks  and  stenographers  were  so  urgently  and  so  numer- 
ously needed  that  wages  offered  for  such  work  exceeded  the  teacher's 
salary,  and  a  series  of  resignations  of  teachers  began  early  in  the  year 
and  continued  steadily  throughout  the  year  to  accept  places  in  of- 
fices and  even  in  shops  and  factories.  Thus  these  two  forces  served 
as  a  single  agency  to  deplete  our  teaching  force.  Some  of  the  loss 
of  teachers  was  the  result  of  conscription  law ;  one  grade  teacher  and 
three  high  school  teachers  were  summoned  to  army  service.  The 
schools  feel  proud  to  make  this  contribution  to  the  forces  that  shall 
destroy  militarism  so  completely  as  to  leave  the  word  none  but  a 
historical  significance. 

Increase  of  Salaries. 

To  meet  this  loss  and  resignation  of  teachers,  the  board  in  May 
adopted  a  scale  of  teachers'  salary,  increase  which  it  was  expected 
would  hold  the  teachers: 

Salary  Kange  From  Kate  of  Increase 

.|40  to  |49  per  month, 25% 

|50  to  |59  per  month 20% 

to  |69  per  month,  20% 

to  |79  per  month, 15% 

180  to  $89  per  month,  10% 

|90  to  $99  per  month, 10% 

Over  |100  per  month, 5% 


No.  11.  CHESTER.  •  187 

To  this  increase  there  will  also  be  added  an  extra  month's  salary 
in  July  for  every  teacher  that  completes  the  entire  term.  As  a  result 
of  this  increase,  the  mean  salary  is  raised  from  |60  to  more  than  |75, 
which  is  equal  to  an  increase  of  25%.  To  date,  the  effect  has  been 
all  that  was  expected  for  the  grade  positions,  but  has  not  held  the 
high  school  teachers,  especially  not  the  men  teachers,  since  the  oppor- 
tunities for  employment  in  war  and  other  industries  are  not  only 
made  irresistibly  attractive  by  almost  fabulous  wages,  but  are  in- 
sistently forced  on  the  attention  of  the  teachers.  The  real  tug  upon 
the  teacher's  devotion  to  his  profession  is  felt  when  he  sees  18  year 
old  boys  going  out  of  school  and  in  many  cases  making  as  much  per 
week  as  the  teacher  makes  per  month.  Only  the  most  devoted  pro- 
fessional idealism  can  withstand  such  an  assault  of  material 
advantage. 

Provisions  for  Increased  School  Accommodations. 

In  process  of  erection  is  an  addition  to  the  high  school  providing 
34  class  rooms,  besides  special  rooms  for  manual  training,  domestic 
science  and  art,  library,  school  lunch,  chemical  and  physical  labora- 
tories, and  science  lectures.  Present  facilities  are  seriously  inade- 
quate as  becomes  evident  when  it  is  stated  that  in  a  building  intended 
for  about  500  pupils  and  an  annex  capable  of  caring  for  about  150 
pupils,  the  high  school  has  been  accommodating  from  700  to  900 
pupils.  Further  room  and  better  accommodations  had  to  be  pro- 
vided so  as  to  conform  with  legal  and  moral  requirements. 

A  grade  building  to  accommodate  12  divisions  is  almost  ready 
for  occupancy  and  will  take  care  of  the  increased  enrollment  in  the 
western  central  section  of  the  city.  Besides  these  buildings  under 
construction,  the  Board  has  a  far-seeing  plan  for  further  develop- 
ment of  its  system  of  schools.  Ground  has  been  bought,  or  was 
already  owned,  at  each  .of  three  or  four  centres,  for  the  erection 
of  completeh'  modern  buildings  fitted  to  accommodate  grade  schools 
and  Junior  High  Schools  at  these  centres.  When  completed  these 
central  buildings  would  permit  the  abandonment  of  all  the  old  and 
out-of-date  school  buildings  which  are  now  not  only  unsuitably 
located  for  schools  but  are  worth  much  money  as  business  locations. 

To  this  wise  and  far-sighted  plan  for  regular  development  of  the 
system  as  means  permit  and  as  need  arises,  there  has  just  recently 
been  added  provision  that  school  houses  be  erected  to  accommodate 
children  from  the  three  home-building  operations  now  in  progress 
by  the  Emergency  Fleet  Corporation. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  school  houses  are  to  be  located, 
erected,  and  equipped,  at  the  cost  of  the  Emergency  Fleet  Corpora- 
tion. Within  ten  years  the  Board  is  to  repay  the  Corporation  the 
money  advanced,  and  an  interest  charge  of  5%  on  the  obligation 
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while  it  stands.  This  was  the  only  way  in  which  material  and 
labor  could  be  secured  for  the  present  erection  of  these  immediately 
needed  school  buildings.  How  urgent  the  problem  is  can  be  judged 
from  the  fact  that  without  previous  notice  of  any  kind  the  School 
Board  found  itself  this  summer  faced  with  the  necessity  to  pro- 
vide accommodations  for  a  school  population  coming  from  more 
than  2000  new  homes  of  workingmen  in  the  shipyards,  an  increase 
of  probably  3000  to  3500  children.  After  the  stress  of  last  year 
and  with  probabilities  of  serious  overcrowding  this  year,  permanent 
relief  for  the  year  1919-1920  is  thus  practically  assured. 

Over-age  Pupils. 

It  was  to  be  expected  that  with  the  inflow  of  population  would 
come  increased  demand  for  school  accommodations.  Another  prob- 
lem also  has  grown  out  of  this  occurrence.  With  the  coming  of 
these  many  new  families,  from  near  and  from  far,from  different 
towns,  counties,  and  even  states,  we  found  ourselves  in  trouble 
over  the  classification  of  many  of  these  new  pupils.  Almost  each 
different  school  unit  represented  by  the  new-comers,  had  a  different 
course  of  study  and  a  different  progress  standard,  so  that  age  and 
grades  of  the  incoming  pupils  were  greatly  different  from  the  chil- 
dren who  had  attended  continuously  in  the  Chester  Schools.  For 
example,  in  one  school  carefully  studied  by  our  Primary  Super- 
visor, Miss  Lillian  M.  Dannaker,  it  was  found  that  out  of  144  chil- 
dren in  four  rooms,  representing  grades  4,  5,  and  6,  there  were  83 
children  ranging  from  one  year  to  4^  years  behind  the  grade  to 
which  they  belonged  on  an  age  basis.  Some  other  schools  of  the 
city  have  conditions  quite  as  serious.  To  relieve  this  condition  and 
to  afford  each  pupil  his  best  chance,  we  are  trying  an  "ungraded" 
room  in  charge  of  a  specially  sympathetic  teacher  in  each  building 
where  conditions  require  it.  In  less  than  half  of  the  term  last 
year  38  of  the  83  pupils  made  up  an  average  of  more  than  1-| 
years  of  their  back  time,  and  all  gained  some  time  over  what  could 
have  been  achieved  in  the  regular  classes. 

War  Activities. 

Teachers  and  pupils  of  Chester  probably  did  no  more  for  the 
War  than  was  done  in  other  school  systems,  neither  did  they  achieve 
less  either  per  pupil  or  per  teacher  than  was  achieved  by  the 
leaders.  Two  parades  during  Liberty  Bond  Sale  campaigns  reached 
high  water  mark  of  impressiveness  and  appeal,  according  to  the 
oldest  parade-viewers  of  the  city.  In  the  sale  of  Bonds  the  results 
of  endeavor  of  teachers  and  pupils  won  commendations  of  Com- 
mittees and  Committeemen  in  every  drive.     Thrift  Societies  in  the 
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schools  were  earliest  in  existence,  longest  at  work,  and  were  most 
productive  of  results  per  individual.  Red  Cross  activities  of  all 
kinds  were  engaged  in  by  teachers,  and  much  school  work  pro- 
duced in  the  manual  work  was  directly  contributed  to  the  organi- 
zation. All  the  questionnaires  of  the  draftees  were  indexed  and 
tabulated  by  our  teachers  with  a  promptness  and  celerity  that 
deserve  the  highest  commendation.  To  take  part  in  all  these  activi- 
ties was  a  joy;  the  obligation  was  gladly  seized  as  a  patriotic  duty. 
Not  one  usual  line  of  activity  in  local  philanthropic  endeavor  or 
contribution  was  pretermitted.  The  entire  load  was  carried  with- 
out a  murmur.  This  city  should  assuredly  be  proud  of  the  loyal 
devotion  and  of  the  finely  exemplary  patriotism  of  its  teachers  and 
pupils. 

Attendance. 

The  attendance  this  year  has  not  been  as  good  as  usual,  for  a 
number  of  easily  assignable  reasons.  First,  the  many  and  frequent 
changes  "of  teachers,  so  that  the  children  were  not  held  to  regular 
attendance  as  closely  as  they  could  and  would  have  been  if 
teachers  had  not  changed.  Second,  the  breaks  in  school  operation 
due  to  lack  of  fuel,  so  that  the  uncertainty  as  to  whether  or  not 
there  would  be  school  on  very  cold  mornings  led  mothers  to  keep 
children  at  home  rather  than  send  them  out  into  the  extreme  cold 
on  the  chance  of  finding  the  school  closed.  Third,  the  prevalence 
throughout  the  year  of  the  children's  contagious  diseases.  Just 
what  part  of  the  absence  was  due  to  this  cause  we  shall  be  able  to 
tell  after  next  year.  Records  as  now  kept  simply  record  the  absence. 
If  our  attendance  next  year  shows  only  83  per  cent.,  we  shall  be 
able  to  tell  how  large  a  share  of  the  17%  was  caused  by  absences 
due  to  quarantine. 

Medical  Inspection. 

Since  two  of  the  Medical  Inspectors  entered  army  service,  the 
work  of  Medical  Inspection  was  only  partly  done  this  year.  Of  the 
7000  children  enrolled  during  the  year  only  5000  were  examined. 
There  was  no  time  for  the  Inspectors  to  visit  any  school  a  second 
or  third  time  to  see  the  children  absent  at  the  first  visit.  Two 
thousand  two  hundred  sixty-two  homes  were  notified  of  defects  and 
advised  to  consult  a  physician.  Of  the  2262  notices  sent,  reports 
were  received  from  33  homes  saying  that  treatment  for  the  defect 
had  been  sought.  All  told  these  results  are  too  meagre,  whether 
viewed  from  the  needs  of  the  children  or  from  the  money  outlay. 
With  the  startling  percentages  of  defects  as  found  by  the  draft 
examinations  every  community  should  be  stimulated  to  serious 
earnestness  in  demanding  careful  and  complete  health  inspection 
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of  each  child,  a  full  report  of  the  examination,  and  then  a  con- 
scientious effort  to  remedy  every  remediable  defect.  Nothing  less  is 
good  parenthood,  good  citizenship  or  good  Christianity. 

Teachers'  Institute. 

Our  Institute  was  held  discontinuously  as  in  former  years,  and 
contributed  very  measurably  to  the  spirit  of  the  subsequent  instruc- 
tion in  the  schools.  In  the  face  of  this  result  it  is  difficult  to  find 
any  sympathy  for  the  plaint  that  the  Institute  is  an  outworn  and 
out-of-date  process.  The  Institute  which  supplies  hope,  aspiration 
and  courage  to  its  teachers  always  has  had  a  place  and  always  will 
have  a  place  among  educational  gatherings  of  teachers.  The  difficulty 
of  supplying  to  each  what  he  or  she  needs  becomes  more  perplex- 
ing as  teaching  becomes  more  and  more  specialized:  also,  the  num- 
ber of  teachers  in  an  Institute  becomes  greater  and  greater,  but 
increase  in  numbers  also  brings  increased  revenue.  Furnishing 
what  teachers  need  is  the  function  of  the  Institute,  and  that  Insti- 
tute which  supplies  needs  notwithstanding  difficulties  will  not  lose 
the  support,  the  interest,  nor  the  satisfied  co-operation  of  its  teachers. 

Miscellaneous  Topics. 

School  Gardens  in  1917  were  kep  up  by  156  children  and  yielded 
an  average  crop  of  about  $4.50  per  child.  These  results  would  be 
much  larger  but  the  War  Garden  movement  under  State  and 
National  auspices  attracted  many  parents  who  preferred  to  employ 
the  children  on  their  own  War  Gardens. 

Professional  Growth  of  Teachers  not  only  through  attendance  of 
courses  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  but  also  by  means  of  a 
Professional  Study  Class,  was  again  furthered  last  year,  following 
the  efforts  of  a  long  line  of  professionally  live  Superintendents. 
Forty  teachers  took  the  course;  Betts'  "Principles  of  Social  Edu- 
cation," and  Scott's,  "Social  Education"  were  used  for  collateral 
reading. 

The  Delaware  County  League  of  Home  and  School  Associations 
is  taking  a  vigorous  interest  in  securing  the  appropriation  to  make 
the  State  Teachers'  Pension  System  operative  by  1919.  It  is  planned 
to  keep  the  individual  associations  during  the  legislative  session, 
right  on  the  trail  of  the  State  Representatives  and  Senators  until 
the  appropriation  for  Teachers'  Pensions  is  passed. 

To  the  Department  at  Harrisburg  and  to  all  my  co-workers  at 
home  I  proffer  my  sincerest  gratitude  for  having  made  my  year 
busy,  happy,  and  I  hope,  measurably  successful. 
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CLEAKFIELD— George  E.  Zerfoss. 


The  first  of  March,  1917,  our  high  school  occupied  the  new  High 
School  Building,  and  at  the  same  time  the  Junior  High  School 
occupied  the  building  formely  used  by  the  high  school.  The  hous- 
ing facilities  for  the  pupils  of  our  town  are  jiow  very  good,  and  the 
citizens  of  Clearfield  are  to  be  commended  and  congratulated  for 
assuming  J:he  responsibility  of  providing  sufficient  and  uniformely 
good  buildings.  The  new  High  School  Building  is  modern  in  every 
respect.  It  has  thirty-two  class  rooms,  an  auditorium  with  a  seat- 
ing capacity  of  eight  hundred,  and  a  gymnasium  with  a  floor  forty 
by  sixty  eight  feet  around  which  are  seats,  in  ampitheater  style, 
that  will  seat  seven  hundred. 

The  high  school  grew  within  the  last  five  years  nearly  three  hun- 
dred per  cent,  and  now  has  an  enrollment  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  pupils  two  hundred  and  twenty  of  which  are  boys. 

The  Junior  High  School  has  three  hundred  and  four  pupils  of 
the  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  This  school  is  organized  on  the 
department  plan.  The  Special  Departments, — Music,  Drawing, 
Manual  Training,  Domestic  Science,  and  Commercial  work,  more 
nearly  met  our  expectations  than  any  previous  year  and  the  teachers 
have  by  their  efforts,  made  this  special  work  attractive  to  both 
pupils  and  parents. 

The  School  Savings  Bank,  which  was  instituted  a  year  ago,  has 
succeeded  very  Avell  and  promises  to  be  a  large  factor  in  teaching 
our  pupils  Thrift. 

During  the  summer  there  were  more  than  three  hundred  school 
gardens  supervised  by  a  man  employed  by  the  school  authorities. 
These  gardens  were  planted  and  cviltivated  by  grade  pupils  of  the 
schools  of  the  town.  The  success  of  these  school  gardens  during 
the  last  few  years  has  made  school  gardens  in  Clearfield  popular, 
and  insures  the  support  of  the  public. 

We  are  pleased  to  state  that  the  school  children  and  teachers 
of  Clearfield  have  shown  a  consistent  and  patriotic  spirit,  entering 
into  all  community  activities  relative  to  emergencies  caused  by 
the  war  with  an  enthusiasm  that  was  at  once  refreshing  and  gratify- 
ing. 
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COAL  TOWNSHIP   (Northumberland  County)  P.  Frank  Brennan. 


The  public  schools  of  Coal  township  closed  a  year  of  successful 
and  harmonious  work  on  Monday,  June  3.  Faithful  efforts  were  put 
forth  by  every  one  connected  with  the  schools  to  try  to  accomplish 
the  ends  for  which  they  were  established.  Every  one  seemed  deter- 
mined to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  course  and  the  methods  of 
instruction  formerly  instituted. 

Our  teachers,  as  a  rule  have  been  zealous  and  earnest  in  their 
labors.  While  we  do  not  claim  perfection,  yet  we  do  feel  confident 
that  the  work  of  our  teachers  has  been  well  done. 

The  eighteenth  annual  commencement  exercises  of  the  high  school 
were  held  in  the  G.  A,  K.  Opera  House  filling  the  spacious  structure 
from  orchestra  to  gallery.  After  the  close  of  the  graduating  exer- 
cises, the  class  produced  a  musical  drama  which  showed  evidence 
of  talent  of  a  high  order.  The  good  results  of  our  music  course  was 
justly  demonstrated  by  this  class  in  their  successful  rendition  of 
"Sylvia"  a  pastoral  operatta.  A  class  of  20  young  men  and  24  young 
ladies  were  graduated,  this  being  the  largest  class  in  the  history 
of  our  high  school.  During  the  twenty  years  existence  of  the  high 
school  there  has  been  graduated  from  it  295  students — 172  males, 
223  females.  Each  year  the  high  school  is  increasing  in  numbers. 
During  the  year  just  closed,  we  enrolled  139  students. 

The  introduction  of  the  Bennett  System  of  Penmanship  in  our 
schools  has  already  borne  fruit.  Nearly  every  teacher  in  the  district 
has  completed  the  course  and  received  a  handsome  diploma.  There 
is  a  marked  change  for  the  better  in  the  writing  of  the  pupils  in  all 
the  grades. 

Patron's  Day,  as  usual,  was  well  observed  in  all  the  schools 
throughout  the  district.  This  day  has  come  to  be  one  of  special 
interest  among  patrons.  Much  interest  is  manifested  in  the  elab- 
orate displays  in  the  various  buildings  which  show  the  good  results 
of  earnest  work  hj  the  teachers  and  splendid  efforts  on  the  part  of 
the  pupils. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Teacher's  Institute  was  held  in  the  latter  part 
of  August  and  was  pronounced  one  of  the  best.  The  attendance  was 
100  per  cent.  The  music  was  conducted  by  Miss  Nora  Cotterall. 
The  principal  instructors  were  Miss  Mae  Shreiber,  Prof.  W.  M. 
Pierce,  and  Dr.  S.  R.  Shear.  Their  subjects  were  all  along  practical 
lines,  subjects  that  were  elevating  and  iiplifting. 
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Continuation  Schools  were  not  so  well  attended.  This  is 
accounted  for  by  reason  of  the  Eagle  Bros.  Silk  Mills  establishing 
schools  of  their  own  for  their  employes.  We  will  be  obliged  to 
drop  one  of  the  three  teachers. 

The  teachers  were  very  responsive  along  all  lines  of  war  activi- 
ties. They  gave  their  time  and  efforts  after  school  hours  in  solicit- 
ing for  the  Senior  Bed  Cross,  Junior  Red  Cross,  Liberty  Loans, 
and  War  Saving  Stamps.  Every  teacher  took  at  least  one  Liberty 
Bond,  many  taking  more,  even  as  high  as  ten.  The  teachers  are 
all  members  of  the  Red  Cross.  They  contributed  for  several  months 
the  sum  of  |98.75  each  month  as  their  subscription.  Nearly  every 
school  in  the  district  is  a  hundred  per  cent,  enrollment  in  the  Junior 
Red  Cross.  Our  teachers  are  deserving  of  special  mention  for  their 
untiring  ejfforts  in  this  field  of  usefulness. 

Principal  M.  F.  Kane  assisted  by  the  faculty  arranged  a  very 
interesting  programme  on  the  occasion  of  a  Service  Flag  Raising. 
Thirty-eight  stars  are  on  the  flag  as  the  honor  roll  of  graduate  stu- 
dents of  the  high  school,  two  of  the  stars  are  for  Red  Cross  nurses. 
The  stars  are  in  the  form  of  the  letters  C.  T.  H.  S. 

Seven  of  our  teachers  have  entered  the  United  States  Army 
Service  during  the  last  year.  Sergeant  James  S.  Toole,  Motor  Truck 
Service;  Sergeant  Major  Joseph  Neary,  Aero  Squadron;  Patrick 
Purcell,  Quarter  Master  Corps ;  Russell  Strausser,  -Ammunition 
Train;  Joseph  Simmonds,  Navy;  Thomas  Petrisko,  U.  S.  Infantry; 
John  W.  Mangle,  Unassigned. 

John  Cummings  of  the  class  of  '18  entered  the  service  after  com- 
pleting his  junior  year.     He  enlisted  with  the  engineers. 

The  Lincoln  School  Building  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  more 
than  a  year  ago  is  being  replaced  by  a  large  seventeen-room  build- 
ing. The  new  building  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  by  the  opening 
of  the  school  term.  It  is  an  up-to-date  structure,  and  it  is  felt 
that  its  architectural  designs  will  appeal  to  every  one  who  can 
appreciate  a  good  school  house.  It  presents  the  most  recent  ideas 
pertaining  to  light,  heat  and  ventilation,  conformity  in  the  size  and 
shape  of  rooms,  in  fact  it  is  based  upon  the  most  experienced  lines. 

Outing  Day  was  held  on  June  4.  This  affair  is  given  through  the 
generosity  of  the  Management  of  the  Shamokin  and  Edgwood  Elec- 
tric lines.  Free  transportation  is  given  to  each  pupil,  also  a  ticket 
admitting  the  holder  to  one  of  the  amusement  features. 

Flag  Day  was  observed  at  all  the  schools.  Poles  were  erected  and 
a  large  American  flag  flung  to  the  breeze.  Interesting  and  appro- 
priate exercises  were  held  by  the  pupils  and  participated  in  by  the 
patrons  in  large  numbers.  In  fact  the  school  children  took  a  lead- 
ing part  at  all  the  flag  raising  at  the  mines  and  factories. 

13—11—1919 
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With  the  unqualified  support  of  teachers  and  directors  we  have 
reason  to  look  hopefully  into  the  future.  With  many  thanks  for 
courtesies  and  assistance  rendered  by  the  above  this  report  is 
respectfully  submitted. 


COATESVILLE— H.  R.  Vanderslice. 


New  Buildings. 

Coatesville  has  been  growing  rapidly  during  the  last  five  years. 
This  has  made  necessary  the  erection  of  three  new  buildings  to 
accommodate  the  pupils  of  the  district.  In  1914  a  twelve  room 
elementary  building  was  completed;  in  1916  a  twenty-eight  room 
high  school  building  was  finished;  in  1918  a  twelve  room  addition 
was  made  to  the  West  End  building.  The  building  of  1914  was 
paid  largely  by  taxation;  the  latter  two  were  financed  by  bond 
issues.  Coatesville  now  has  90  school  rooms  with  accommodation 
for  3000  children,  about  200  more  than  will  be  on  the  roll  the  pres- 
ent term. 

Handicaps. 

The  term  of  1917-18  Avould  have  been  a  successful  one  had  it  not 
been  for  two  very  serious  handicaps.  In  January  all  the  schools 
of  the  city  closed  on  account  of  the  lack  of  coal  and  remained  out 
of  session  five  weeks. 

Owing  to  the  unusual  opportunities  in  the  business  world  and 
to  conscription  for  the  U.  S.  Army,  our  teachers  force  was  badly 
broken  up  during  the  term.  In  all  seventeen  teachers  left  during; 
the  school  year.  At  times  it  was  impossible  to  get  suitable  substi- 
tutes. 

Hoping  to  avoid  last  year's  turnover,  we  have  raised  salaries  for' 
the  coming  year.  In  addition,  women  have  been  placed  in  many^ 
positions  formerly  held  by  men.  There  are  now  only  seven  men 
out  of  a  force  of  eighty-one  teachers.  The  Superintendent  has  built 
up  a  list  of  about  twenty-five  married  women  who  will  be  available 
for  substitute  duty  during  the  coming  term.  By  these  means  he 
hopes  to  have  much  more  stability  in  the  teaching  force  than  in 
the  year  that  has  passed. 

Recreation  and  Physical  Education. 

In  the  spring  of  1917  the  voters  of  Coatesville  authorized  a  bond 
issue  of  .'1^70,000  for  the  purchase  of  four  plots  of  land  in  various 
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parts  of  the  city  for  recreation  parks.  These  parks  have  been  located 
adjacent  to  the  school  buildings.  The  City  Council  and  the  Board 
of  Education  have  agreed  to  share  equally  the  cost  of  instruction  in 
Physical  Education  and  Kecreation.  Accordingly,  a  Director  with 
six  assistants  have  had  charge  of  the  playgrounds  the  past  summer, 
two  of  them  remaining  throughout  the  school  term  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  the  physical  training  classes  in  the  schools. 

Ketardation. 

Feeling  that  there  were  many  over  age  pupils  in  the  Coatesville 
schools,  age-grade  statistics  were  taken  during  the  month  of  May, 
for  all  children  in  the  city  in  the  elementary  schools.  It  was  found 
that  59%  of  the  children  in  the  first  six  grades  were  retarded  one 
year  or  more  and  38%  two  years  or  more.  We  hope  to  see  these 
figures  considerably  reduced  during  the  coming  term. 

Salary  Schedule. 

The  Board  of  Education  has  adopted  a  new  salary  schedule  for 
elementary  teachers.  The  maximum  set  is  |850  for  the  term  of  nine 
months. 

Junior  High  School. 

In  July  1917  the  Board  of  Education  at  its  regular  meeting 
decided  that  the  schools  of  Coatesville  should  be  organized  on  the 
six-six  plan.  Accordingly,  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  were 
brought  under  the  administration  of  the  High  School  Principal,  and 
the  course  of  stud}^  in  the  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  grades  entirely 
reorganized.  , 

The  advantages  of  this  arrangement  as  we  see  them,  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  A  wider  curriculum  can  be  offered  in  the  Junior  High  School 
than  is  possible  in  the  ordinary  grade  school.  The  first  year  we 
offered  to  Junior  High  School  students  (seventh  grade  excepted) 
the  following  subjects:  Latin,  French,  German,  Mechanical  Draw- 
ing, Woodworking,  Orchestra,  Physical  Training,  Sewing,  Cooking, 
Elementary  Science,  (Spanish  will  be  given  instead  of  German  dur- 
ing term  of  1918-19).  This  wider  curriculum  gives  the  student  a 
chance  to  try  things  out  earlier  in  his  course  than  under  the  old 
arrangement. 

2.  The  introduction  of  new  subjects  in  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  necessitates  the  elimination  of  much  material  formerly 
taught  in  these  grades.  This  doubtless  could  have  been  accom- 
plished without  the  Junior  High  School  organization  but  the  intro- 
duction of  new  subject  compels  the  cutting  out  at  once  of  much 
material  formerly  taught  and  thus  keeps  the  seventh  and  eighth 
grades  from  giving  a  rehash  of  matter  taught  in  the  lower  grades. 
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3.  Departmental  work  can  usually  be  worked  out  more  efficiently 
in  the  Junior  High  School  than  in  the  grades  because  the  unit  is 
larger. 

4.  Promotion  by  subject  instead  of  by  grade. 

5.  Segregation  of  boys  and  girls  in  certain  subjects  as  Science 
and  Drawing. 

6.  Reduction  in  the  amount  of  retardation  and  elimination 
among  pupils  of  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  grades.  We  have  no 
elimination  and  retardation  statistics  covering  a  number  of  years 
to  prove  this  point  but  all  the  observations  we  have  made  so  far, 
point  in  this  direction. 

We  have  made  no  attempt  to  catalogue  all  the  advantages  of  a 
Junior  High  School  organization  as  usually  given  in  a  discussion 
of  the  subject.  Some  of  the  points  usually  mentioned  we  believe 
are  questionable.  The  above  advantages  are  simply  the  ones  that 
we  feel  have  come  to  us  to  date  by  making  the  change  in  organiza- 
tion. 


COLUMBIA— Wm.  0.  Sampson. 


The  work  of  the  past  year  in  the  Columbia  Borough  school  dis- 
trict has  been  up  to  the  usual  standard.  The  teachers  worked 
hard  and  loyally  notwithstanding  the  unusual  conditions  existing 
in  the  schools  due  to  the  war  and  war  activities. 

There  was  not  a  great  percentage  of  pupils  who  withdrew  from 
the  schools  nor  were  we  hampered  by  a  scarcity  of  teachers.  The 
general  health  of  the  community  was  good  and  we  were  almost 
entirely  free  from  the  usual  slight  epidemics  of  children's  diseases. 

Our  new  High  School  building  was  ready  for  occupancy  about 
October  1,  1917.  We  now  have  a  building  which  meets  the  require- 
ments of  this  department.  It  is  modern  in  all  of  its  appointments 
and  beautifully  located  in  a  park  in  the  central  part  of  the  town. 
It  is  planned  to  accommodate  classes  in  vocational  education  and 
in  domestic  art.  It  contains  a  large  gj^mnasium  and  an  auditorium 
large  enough  for  all  school  and  community  activities. 

A  Commercial  Department  has  been  added  to  the  course  in  the 
High  School.  This  was  introduced  in  the  third  year  in  the  course 
with  the  intention  to  make  the  entire  course  complete  the  coming 
term.  It  is  hoped  that  at  some  future  time  the  rooms  planned  for 
industrial  work  and  for  domestic  art  will  be  fitted  up  and  these 
courses  added. 
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The  entire  school  system  has  been  active  in  all  phases  of  war 
work.  Every  building  has  purchased  Liberty  Bonds;  almost  100 
per  cent,  of  the  pupils  are  members  of  the  Junior  Ked  Cross;  by  a 
system  of  saving  cards,  by  which  the  teacher  acts  as  custodian,  the 
pupils  purchased  $14,000  worth  of  War  Savings  Stamps  during  the 
last  eight  weeks  of  school;  war  gardens  were  encouraged  and  three 
friends  of  the  schools  permitted  them  to  use  enough  land  to  accom- 
modate 823  grade  pupils  and  many  more  used  their  back  yards  for 
the  same  purpose.  The  High  School  students  were  also  active. 
They  subscribed  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Hut  Fund;  many  boys  ojffered 
themselves  to  the  Boys'  Working  Eeserve,  five  of  whom  were  sent 
to  State  College  and  then  to  farms  and  others  worked  in  camps 
during  the  summer.  The  girls  made  and  collected  garments  for 
the  Belgian  Belief,  besides  knitting  and  making  many  garments  for 
our  soldiers.    Everywhere  they  were  encouraged  in  this  effort. 

The  High  School  Auditorium  has  been  a  great  help  in  the  com- 
munity life  during  the  year.  It  has  been  used  as  a  general  meet- 
ing place  for  the  borough  in  all  of  its  activities.  Liberty  Loan 
Rallies,  Red  Cross  metings,  and  the  like.  Commencement  was  held 
here  on  June  14th  and  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  was  the  speaker.  He  spoke  to  a  crowded  house 
and  all  who  heard  him  were  delighted. 

Increased  costs  of  maintenance,  operation,  and  furnishings, 
together  with  increases  in  salaries  caused  a  deficit  in  the  finances. 
This  is  met,  for  the  coming  year,  by  an  increase  of  two  mills  in  the 
tax  rate  and  we  hope  thereby  to  meet  all  of  our  obligations  and 
increase  the  efficiency  of  our  schools. 

AH  teachers,  who  so  desired,  were  re-elected  to  their  positions 
for  the  coming  year  at  an  increase  in  salary  and  all  officers  and 
employees  of  the  district  shared  in  a  general  advance  in  salary. 

I  desire  to  thank  the  Department  for  their  support  and  kindly 
advice  during  the  past  year. 


CONNELLSVILLE— S.  P.  Ashe. 


The  school  year  1917-1918  was  a  notable  one  in  the  educational 
history  of  Connellsyille.  During  the  year  we  dedicated  a  modern 
high  school  building  and  a  modern  grade  school  building.  These 
buildings  filled  a  long  felt  need  in  this  District. 
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The  high  school  building  contains,  in  addition  to  thirty-four  class 
rooms,  a  well  equipped  gymnasium,  auditorium,  swimming  pool, 
domestic  science  and  manual  training  rooms.  This  building  houses 
both  the  junior  and  senior  high  school  students,  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-six  (976)  in  all.  The  capacity  of  the  building  is  about 
thirteen  hundred  (1,300).  We  are  now  conducting  in  the  city  the 
"Six-Six"  plan. 

The  grade  school  building  is  a  twelve-room  structure,  with  a  com- 
bination gymnasium  and  auditorium.  It  houses  the  first  six  grades 
of  the  West  Side.  The  erection  of  this  building  gives  us  a  modern 
school  equipment  throughout  the  town.  It  relieves  the  congestion 
in  the  other  buildings  and  should  help  us  to  do  a  higher  grade  of 
work  than  heretofore. 

This  year  was  the  first  in  which  we  carried  out  a  systematic 
program  of  physical  training.  This  department  was  carried  on  by 
a  physical  trainer  for  boys  and  a  physical  trainer  for  girls.  In  addi- 
tion to  its  direct  benefits  I  believe  it  added  an  interest  to  all  school 
activities. 

During  the  year  we  were  much  interested  in  Junior  Red  Cross 
work,  enrolling  one  hundred  per  cent,  and  doing  much  valuable 
service. 

The  children  purchased  twenty-six  thousand  dollars  ($26,000.00) 
worth  of  Thrift  Stamps  and  War  Saving  vStamps  and  were  active 
in  Liberty  Loan  sales. 

On  the  whole,  I  believe  that  last  year  was  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful of  the  eight  years  in  which  I  have  been  in  this  city. 


COisSHOHOCKEN— A.  M.  Weaver. 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  much  war  work  was  done  by  the 
people.  Both  teachers  and  pupils  acted  as  solicitors  for  the  Third 
Liberty  Loan  with  the  gratifying  result  that  through  these  sources 
alone  bonds  to  the  amount  of  forty-seven  thousand  dollars  were  sold. 
Societies  for  the  sale  of  Thrift  and  War  Savings  Stamps  were  or- 
ganized in  the  schools.  Pupils  were  encouraged  to  invest  their  sav- 
ings in  these  securities.    Besides,  many  of  the  patrons  of  the  school 
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district  were  reached  in  this  way.  Provision  was  made  for  the  sale 
of  these  stamps  during  the  summer  months  when  the  schools  are  not 
in  session. 

A  Junior  Ked  Cross  Society  was  organized  and  all  of  the  pupils 
were  enrolled  as  members;  With  this  fund  materials  were  purchased 
and  the  teachers  directed  the  work  of  the  pupils  in  making  ma- 
terials for  the  men  in  the  service.  Pupils  seemed  to  take  so  much 
more  interest  in  this  kind  of  work  than  in  their  usual  training 
work.  To  them  it  seemed  to  have  a  more  immediate  and  definite 
purpose.  They  were  proud  of  the  fact  that  they  could  be  doing  their 
bit  towards  Avinning  the  war. 

The  splendid  auditorium  in  the  high  school  was  frequently  used  as 
a  place  in  which  to  hold  public  meetings.  Besides  numerous  ad- 
dresses were  made  to  the  older  pupils,  in  which  was  explained  to 
them  the  historical  background  of  the  war  with  its  meaning  and 
causes.    In  a  word  much  was  done  to  bring  the  war  into  the  schools. 

The  work  of  a  previous  year  in  the  measurement  of  the  ability 
of  pu]oils  by  the  use  of  standard  tests  was  continued.  The  emphasis 
for  the  present  school  year  was  placed  upon  the  subject  of  arithmetic. 
The  Courtis  tests  were  given  in  the  grades  from  the  fourth  to  the 
eighth  inclusive.  These  tests  showed  that  the  pupils  were  weakest 
in  addition  of  the  four  fundamental  processes.  Our  pupils  made  a 
better  record  in  accuracy  than  in  speed. 

After  these  tests  were  given  teachers  had  an  opjjortunity  to  study 
the  needs  of  individual  pupils  with  a  view  to  their  improvement.  The 
teaching  of  the  subject  of  arithmetic  was  discussed  with  the  teachers 
and,  as  a  result,  the  pupils  made  a  better  showing  when  the  tests 
vrere  given  a  second  time.  Tests  were  also  given  in  spelling  and  in 
United  States  history.  Both  of  these  tests  showed  that  the  schools 
were  above  standard  in  these  particular  subjects. 

Another  gratifying  result  of  the  year's  work  was  the  substantial 
increase  in  salaries  granted  the  teachers  by  the  Board  of  Directors 
for  the  coming  year.  The  result  of  the  fact  that  the  board  recog- 
nized that  teachers  must  be  better  paid  in  order  to  maintain  the 
present  standard  of  the  schools  and  to  meet  changed  conditions  of 
living  was  that  all  of  the  teachers  signed  their  contracts  for  the  com- 
ing school  year. 

I  take  this  means  of  acknowledging  the  kindness  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Public  Instruction  to  me  during  my  service  as  superinten- 
dent of  the  public  schools  of  Conshohocken.  I  also  desire  to  express 
my  appreciation  for  the  co-operation  of  a  splendid,  progressive  school 
board  and  for  the  confidence  and  loyalty  of  my  school  patrons. 
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OORAOPOLIS— C.   E.   Hilborn. 


The  school  year  of  1917-1918  in  Coraopolis  has  been  full  of  the  war 
spirit.  The  general  effect  on  the  school  work  has  been  to  vitalize 
it,  to  give  to  both  children  and  teachers  a  broader  vision  and  a 
gieater  enthusiasm.  Securing  signers  for  food  conservation  pledge 
cards,  selling  Thrift  Stamps  and  Liberty  Bonds,  making  War  Gar- 
dens and  doing  Red  Cross  work  may  be  mentioned  among  the  more 
important  activities.  All  of  our  grade  children  have  been  enrolled 
in  the  Junior  Eed  Cross  and  a  working  unit  was  organized  in  the 
high  school.  About  2,000  articles  were  made  by  the  children,  includ- 
ing about  400  sweaters  and  a  large  number  of  helmets,  wristlets, 
towels,  pillow  cases  and  other  articles.  A  great  amount  of  money 
was  also  earned  for  the  Red  Cross  by  selling  old  paper  and  metal, 
by  selling  beads  made  by  children,  and  by  entertainment.  The  pro- 
ceeds of  the  Senior  Commencement  play,  amounting  to  over  |200, 
was  devoted  to  the  Red  Cross.  In  the  third  Liberty  Loan  drive  the 
schools  sold  over  ^54,000  in  bonds. 

We  have  attempted  to  meet  the  economic  situation  by  raising 
teachers'  salaries  and  increasing  the  school  year  from  nine  to  ten 
months.  Not  a  teacher  has  left  us  to  go  to  another  teaching  po- 
sition. We  are  planning  a  general  reorganization  of  our  school  sys- 
tem for  next  year.  We  will  go  into  a  new  six-year  high  school  build- 
ing on  or  shortly  after  the  1st  of  September.  Our  grades  from  the 
third  through  the  sixth  grade  will  be  organized  on  a  platoon  plan, 
and  the  course  of  study  will  include  music,  dramatics,  drawing  and 
industrial  art,  nature  study,  and  physical  training.  Our  teachers 
are  responding  enthusiastically  to  the  plans  and  many  of  them  are 
doing  summer  work  to  prepare  themselves  more  thoroughly  for  their 
positions  in  the  special  subjects.  It  has  seemed  to  us  that  the  pres- 
ent situation  was  chiefly  valuable  in  serving  to  emphasize  needed 
changes  in  our  course  of  study,  and  that  while  extravagance  should 
not  be  countenanced,  an  efficient  school  system  is  the  most  economi 
cal  investment  that  any  community  can  make. 
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COREY— C.  L.  Wilson. 


The  biggest  thing  in  the  world  to-day  is  the  World  War. 

Since  the  days  Christ  walked  with  men  no  event  more  potent  in 
its  destined  influence  upon  mankind  has  occurred. 

No  school,  no  teacher,  no  pupil  can  escape  its  modifying  influence, 
none  but  has  a  part  in  its  successful  prosecution. 

The  prescribed  course  of  study  for  the  Corry  schools  has  been  cov- 
ered this  year  the  same  as  usual,  but  no  study  has  been  just  the  same 
as  in  the  days  before  the  war. 

The  geographical  names  that  appear  in  the  usual  lessons,  and  all 
too  often  are  mere  names,  to  teacher  and  pupil  alike,  have  often 
been  crowded  out  by  those  names  of  crucial  points  on  the  various 
battle  fronts  that  appear  in  the  daily  papers.  And  if  the  latter  do 
not  have  a  "white  heat"  or  interest  they  do  have  a  "blood  warmth" 
for  many  of  the  brothers  and  relatives  of  our  pupils  are  on  these 
battle  fronts  carrying  forward  "Old  Glory"  in  the  great  fight  of  com- 
mon decency  as  well  as  democracy  against  hosts  that  have  use  for 
neither. 

United  States  history  has  been  covered  as  usual,  but  along  with 
the  study  of  the  development  of  our  nation  and  its  ideals  there 
has  been  a  desire  on  the  part  of  pupils,  fostered  by  teachers,  to  learu 
of  the  growth  of  other  nations,  and  the  manner  in  which  their  ideals 
have  developed  and  become  what  they  are. 

War  Savings  Stamps  and  Liberty  Bonds  have  entered  the  arithme- 
tic classes  bringing  with  them  their  problems  of  interest  down  even 
into  the  first  grade.  Nor  are  these  problems  like  the  problems  that 
have  too  often  been  the  bane  of  pupils.  Here  a  mark  means  a  dollar, 
not  a  mere  "answer"  given  somewhere  in  the  book. 

Real  letters  have  entered  the  English  classes,  letters  which  con- 
vey matters  of  real  interest  to  big  soldier  brothers,  and  have  taken 
the  place  of  "near  letters"  to  imaginary  persons. 

Every  pupil  is  a  member  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross,  and  many  mem- 
bers also  of  the  senior  organization. 

Hundreds  of  sweaters,  under  the  direction  of  devoted  teachers,  as 
well  as  helmets,  scarfs,  etc.,  have  been  made. 

Every  teacher  is  a  regular  contributor  to  the  current  expenses  of 
the  local  Red  Cross  Society,  assigning  a  fixed  percentage  of  her  sal- 
ary each  month  for  this  purpose. 

Fifty  per  cent,  of  the  boys  of  the  high  school  are  members  of  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.'s.  "First  Hundred  Thousand." 
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Investments  in  Thrift  Stamps  and  bonds  average  $20  per  pupil  for 
the  total  enrollment  of  the  schools. 

German  died  a  natural  death,  no  less  complete  because  natural,  and 
French  and  Spanish,  both  by  the  practical  Cortinaphone  method, 
have  so  filled  its  place  that  it  is  '^spurlos  versengst." 

A  large  number  of  high  school  boys  are  volunteers  in  the  U.  S.  S. 
(x.  and  most  pupils  have  a  home  garden, 

A  seriousness  and  a  willingness  to  sacrifice  for  the  sake  of  "our 
boys"  has  marked  the  entire  year  and  extends  even  down  into  the 
lowest  grades. 

We  feel  that  we  have  made  a  creditable  beginning  in  the  use  of  the 
great  public  school  system  as  an  adjunct  to  the  "fighting  line,"  as  it 
ought  to  be. 

Our  "School  War  Saving  Societies"  will  meet  each  Monday  througli 
the  summer,  under  the  care  of  volunteer  teachers. 


DANVILLE— D.  N.  Dieffenbacher. 


The  schools  of  Danville  are  co-operating  in  various  war  movements, 
and  patriotic  efforts,  so  far  as  possible  without  sacrificing  the  fun- 
damental work  of  education.  Teachers  and  pupils  were  encouraged 
in  the  performance  of  service  having  war  value,  such  as  activities 
connected  with  the  Junior  Ked  Cross,  War  (harden  work,  Boy  Scouts, 
War  Thrift  work,  and  the  like. 

The  students  contributed  liberally  to  the  Ked  Cross.  They  have 
been  active  in  sewing,  knitting,  etc.  Early  in  the  school  year  the 
Junior  Red  Cross  was  organized,  and  every  pupil  in  the  borough  was 
enrolled  as  a  member.  A  few  of  the  products  that  have  been  turned 
over  to  the  Red  Cross  are:  44  operating  leggings,  48  pillow  slips,  21 
sheets,  569  towels,  11  bottle  covers,  18  mufflers,  10  blankets  (680 
squares),  2  sweaters,  6  wristlets.  The  Junior  Red  Cross  organizatioji 
has  also  raised  |515.40  to  be  used  for  materials. 

Practically  all  of  the  work  for  the  Junior  Red  Cross  was  done  out- 
side of  school  hours,  except  for  that  portion  which  could  be  handled 
in  connection  with  the  domestic  art  classes.  Occasionally  pupils 
were  permitted  to  knit  in  school  time,  the  privilege  being  granted 
only  to  those  who  ranked  high  in  recitation  and  deportment. 

Every  possible  effort  was  made  to  build  up  ideals  appropriate  to  the 
Red  Cross  aims,  by  correlating  with  the  regular  class  room  lessons 
in  hygiene,  history,  geography,  etc.,  and  working  upon  such  manual 
activities  as  are  within  their  ability  in  preparing  supplies  for  the 
soldiers  and  their  homeless  families. 
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It  was  felt  that  the  War  Savng  Stamps  and  Certificates  offered  an 
opportunity,  not  alone  to  assist  the  government,  but  also  to  serve 
as  a  proper  basis  for  thrift  teaching.  At  least  fifty  per  cent,  of  our 
boys  and  girls  have  started  the  habit  of  saving  and  investing  in  War 
Savings  Stamps. 

All  classes  in  geography,  history  and  arithmetic  would  make  every 
possible  reference  to  war  conditions.  The  study  of  food  problems 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  reach  the  parent  in  the  most  effective  way 
and  to  cultivate  habits  of  thrift  and  economy.  In  the  cooking  classes 
much  attention  was  given  to  substitutes  for  wheat,  sugar,  fats,  etc. 
Kecipes  to  aid  in  food  conservation  were  furnished  to  the  mothers. 

In  all  of  the  schools  instruction  was  given  concerning  the  causes 
and  aims  of  the  war  and  details  of  preparation,  equipment,  trans- 
portation, and  fuel  and  food  conservation.  The  children  would  recite 
and  pledge  allegiance.  Stress  was  placed  upon  the  learning  and 
singing  of  patriotic  songs.  Patriotic  posters  of  all  kinds  were  dis- 
played in  every  school. 

That  the  teachers  both  needed  and  deserved  a  larger  remurygra- 
tion  in  view  of  the  growing  cost  of  everything,  is  sufiflcient  explana- 
tion for  the  increase  in  salaries — the  average  increase  being  about 
ten  per  cent.  Even  though  salaries  have  been  increased,  seldom 
have  there  been  so  many  changes  in  the  teaching  corps  for  a  single 
year,  as  there  will  be  for  the  one  just  before  us.  Teachers  have  been 
attracted  by  the  higher  salaries  offered  in  the  Civil  Service,  com- 
mercial and  industrial  lines.  This  fall,  with  about  the  same  increase 
in  pupils,  there  are  thirty-six  teachers  with  eight  new  names  among 
tbem.  We  have  had  a  super'\dsor  of  drawing  in  our  schools  during 
the  past  five  years.  Next  year  we  will  have  a  supervisor  of  music  and 
penmanship  as  well. 

Truancy  matters  are  constantly  up  for  adjustment.  Many  of  the 
cases  of  apparent  truancy  prove,  upon  investigation  at  the  homes,  to 
be  due  to  conditions  that  require  remedy  other  than  through  the 
truancy  laws.  For  this  reason,  truancy  prosecutions  should  be 
preceded  by  personal  investigations  at  the  homes. 

Medical  inspection  was  introduced  last  year.  Through  it  physical 
defects  and  ailments  among  the  pupils  entirely  unknown  to  parents 
or  teachers  have  been  discovered  and  treated,  thus  making  normal, 
healthy  children  of  many  who  would  otherwise  be  affiicted  often 
through  life  with  chronic  defects  or  diseases.  Bad  teeth  found  to  be 
very  prevalent,  poor  hearing,  poor  sight,  and  lack  of  proper  nutri- 
tion, have  been  found  to  play  a  very  important  part  in  the  health 
and  conduct  of  the  pupils.  Medical  inspection  will  doubtless  be 
continued. 
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DARBY — Amos  Chamberlain. 


Upon  taking  up  my  work  as  superintendent  of  the  Darby  schools 
on  May  6,  1918,  I  was  early  impressed  with  the  extent  with  which 
the  work  of  the  schools  was  organized  and  also  with  the  spirit  of  co- 
operation manifested  by  every  member  of  the  school  board,  and  also 
by  every  member  of  teaching  force.  I  was  also  very  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  fact  that  Darby  is  ahead  in  its  school  building  pro- 
gram.   There  are  at  present  four  unused  class  rooms  in  the  borough. 

There  has  been  every  indication  that  the  schools  of  Darby  have 
progressed  well  in  the  past,  but,  naturally,  an  incoming  superinten- 
dent must  be  interested  in  plans  for  the  future.  In  this  connection 
the  board  has  most  cheerfully  adopted  recommendations  of  the  su- 
perintendent having  to  do  especially  with  improvement  of  the  work 
in  the  high  school. 

Some  important  changes  have  been  made  in  the  high  school  course 
of  study,  whereby  Latin  is  no  longer  a  required  study  for  students 
pursuing  a  non-collegiate-preparatory  course.  Tn  the  place  of  physi- 
cal geography,  general  science  will  be  offered ;  as  will  biology  in  the 
place  of  botany  and  zoology.  German  has  been  eliminated  from  the 
course  and  French  introduced  in  its  place. 

A  school  library  will  be  established  in  the  high  school  building  with 
the  beginning  of  the  next  school  year.  .  A  regular  class  room  will  be 
given  up  to  this  purpose  and  a  member  of  the  faculty  will  act  as 
librarian.  By  means  of  the  library  it  is  hoped  to  improve  the  work 
of  both  the  history  and  literature  departments,  and  it  is  also  hoped 
that  a  vocational  interest  in  library  work  may  be  stimulated  in  some 
pupils.  As  nearly  as  possible  the  study  periods,  in  the  old  sense  of 
the  term,  will  be  developed  into  being  library  periods. 


DICKSON  CITY— P.  M.  Brennan. 


In  submitting  this,  my  first  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  Dickson 
City,  I  am  unable,  of  course,  to  make  any  comparison  of  the  present 
condition  of  the  schools  with  that  of  former  years.  I  have  no  way  by 
which  I  can  compare  the  work  of  the  past  year  with  former  ones. 
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other  than  from  the  standpoint  of  a  teacher  and  an  official.  The 
schools,  however,  I  am  safe  in  saying,  have  made  the  usual  progress 
during  the  past  year. 

Our  schools  naturally  reflect  the  sentiment  and  imbibe  the  spirit 
of  the  people.  They  cannot  go  far  in  advance  of  public  opinion.  I 
fully  believe  the  public  schools  are  doing  more  for  the  youth  of  our 
country  than  any  other  agency.  When  we  consider  that  the  majority 
of  our  people  receive  their  only  education  in  our  common  schools,  we 
realize  their  worth  and  importance.  While  they  have  been,  and  are 
still,  doing  a  noble  work,  can  we  not  create  and  cherish  a  still  higher 
appreciation  of  their  mission  ? 

A  new  eight-room  school  building  is  under  course  of  construction 
at  an  expenditure  of  about  fifty  thousand  dollars.  It  is  elegant  in 
design  and  finish  and  thoroughly  modern  in  all  appointments.  It 
will  be  handsomely  furnished  and  ready,  I  believe,  for  occupancy  at 
the  opening  of  the  school  term  in  September.  This  building  will 
relieve  the  present  overcrowding  of  pupils  in  the  Washington  and 
Lincoln  schools. 

At  the  close  of  the  term,  June  20th,  twenty-one  pupils  were 
graduated  from  the  high  school,  the  largest  class  in  the  history  of 
the  school. 

With  the  constant  and  cordial  support  of  the  board  of  directors 
and  the  co-operation  of  a  generous  public  we  look  forward  to  a  very 
successful  year  in  the  Dickson  City  schools. 


DON  OEA— Thomas  M.  Gilland. 


The  governing  policy  of  the  Donora  public  schools  during  the 
1917-18  term  was  that  of  trying  to  be  awake  to  the  needs  of  the  day. 

More  new  things  were  introduced  in  the  school  curriculum  than 
were  ever  introduced  during  any  preceding  school  term.  These 
things,  however,  were  all  or  nearly  all  related  to  the  big  national 
and  international  problem  of  the  day.  The  public  schools  are  one  of 
the  best  mediums  through  which  the  entire  citizenship  of  the  nation 
may  be  aroused  to  consideration  of  the  actual  conditions  which  con- 
front it.  If  the  children  in  the  schools  can  be  taught  to  talk  and 
think  of  the  national  affairs  then  the  parents  and  adults  will  also 
begin  to  talk  and  think  of  national  affairs. 

During  the  year  Y.  M.  C.  A.  subcriptions  were  solicited  from  the 
boys  and  girls,  viz:  they  pledged  themselves  to  earn  and  contribute 
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ten  dollars  in  money  to  the  general  Y.  M.  C.  A.  fund.  Almost  one 
thousand  dollars  was  subscribed  and  about  eighty-seven  per  cent,  of 
tliis  amount  was  actually  paid  in. 

The  Junior  Red  Cross  Chapter  was  organized  and  a  sum 
sufficient  to  make  the  public  schools  a  membership  of  175%  was 
collected. 

Practically  all  the  sewing  work  was  that  of  Red  Cross  work,  while 
vcrious  knitting  clubs  were  organized  among  the  pupils  of  the  high 
school  and  the  grades.  So  far  as  the  work  in  cooking  is  concerned, 
practically  all  the  time  was  spent  on  food  substitutes,  their  prepara- 
tion and  value. 

Friday  of  each  week  was  designated  as  Thrift  Stamp  Day.  The 
teachers  acted  as  bankers,  collected  the  m'oney  from  the  pupUs, 
turned  it  over  to  one  of  the  local  banks  and  the  child  was  given 
Thrift  Stamps.  The  interest  and  enthusiasm  in  this  work  was  very 
m.arked.  Examples  of  thrift  and  management  that  would  shame 
many  an  adult  were  shown  by  tots  in  the  first  grades.  In  all  a  total 
of  approximately  four  thousand  dollars  was  saved  and  invested  by 
the  children  in  the  schools. 

The  actual  school  work  was  somewhat  interrupted  at  various  times 
during  the  year  b}^  the  resignations  of  a  number  of  teachers.  These 
resignations  were  due  to  the  fact  that  teachers  had  opportunity  to 
secure  more  lucrative  positions  in  industrial  plants.  At  the  close 
of  the  school  term  teachers  were  given  a  fifteen  per  cent,  increase  in 
salary  for  the  1918-19  term.  General  satisfaction  was  expressed  in 
this  rate  of  advance  and  resignations  this  year  should  be  compara- 
tively few. 

During  the  year  a  University  Extension  Course  was  given  by  Dr. 
Gibbs,  University  of  Pittsburgh.  A  number  of  teachers  availed  them- 
selves of  this  opportunity  for  professional  growth.  This  University 
Extension  work,  while  only  in  its  infancy  in  Donora,  has  proven  itself 
well  worth  while  and  plans  are  on  foot  for  more  of  it  during  the 
coming  school  term. 

On  the  opening  of  schools,  September,  1917,  the  new  five-room 
addition  to  the  First  Street  School  building  was  thrown  open  for 
use.  This  addition  contains  on  the  first  floor,  three  school  rooms; 
on  the  second  floor,  one  school  room  and  a  study  hall  with  a  capacity 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  pupils.  On  the  basement  floor  there 
is  a  gymnasium  equipped  for  basketball,  and  also  with  apparatus  for 
individual  and  corrective  exercise.  This  is  the  first  opportunity  that 
the  school  children  of  the  district  have  had  in  doing  any  real  gymna- 
sium work.  The  Junior  High  School  was  given  an  opportunity  to  take 
gymnasium  work  regularly  two  periods  each  week.  They  were  very 
much  interested  and  very  enthusiastic  in  the  work  and  a  great  amount 
of  good  was  accomplished.  The  plan  met  with  so  much  favor  among 
the  patrons  and  the  board  that  the  advisability  of  including  physical 
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training  among  the  list  of  required  subjects  was  considered,  but 
owing  to  the  abnormal  conditions  existing  the  step  was  not  taken 
this  year. 

Compulsory  physical  education  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  de- 
velopment of  a  strong  and  hearty  race.  People  in  the  United  States 
have  been  slow  to  realize  this  fact.  But  the  present  demand  for 
men,  sound  physically  as  well  as  mentally,  has  paved  the  way  for 
compulsory  physical  training. 

The  high  school  enrollment  went  above  the  two  hundred  mark  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  school.  The  work  there  was  char- 
acterized by  steadiness  and  sincerity  of  purpose,  both  on  the  part  of 
the  teachers  and  the  pupils.  A  good,  healthy,  active  spirit  is  very 
much  in  evidence. 

Good  athletic  teams  were  maintained  throughout  the  year  in  dif- 
ferent branches  of  sport  so  that  the  pupils  always  had  some  vital 
interest  outside  of  their  regularly  prescribed  work. 

Night  schools  providing  instruction  in  mechanical  drawing, 
stenography,  typewriting,  bookkeeping,  and  French  were  established 
and  were  open  for  a  period  of  two  months.  The  schools  were  run  on 
tLds  basis: — each  registrant  paid  an  enrollment  fee  of  five  dollars 
for  a  course  of  instruction  covering  forty  evenings.  Sufficient  money 
was  realized  to  pay  all  expenses  of  the  school  and  leave  a  small 
margin  of  profit. 

Evening  classes  were  also  organized  among  the  people  of  the  com- 
munity for  work  in  the  gymnasium.  These  classes  included  people 
from  practically  every  profession  in  town.  This  afliorded  a  means  of 
bringing  more  people  to  the  school  building  and  quickening  the 
interest  in  what  was  going  on  there. 

The  graduating  class  was  the  largest  turned  out  from  these  schools. 
It  contained  forty-one  members,  nineteen  boys  and  twenty-girls. 
Quite  a  large  number  of  these  have  already  made  preparation  for 
attending  higher  institutions. 

During  the  last  six  weeks  of  the  school  term  thirty  boys  whose 
work  for  the  year  had  been  good  were  given  leave  of  absence  to  work 
on  farms.  So  far  as  it  could  be  determined  the  results  of  this  step 
were  uniformly  satisfactory.  While  the  school  is  not  organized  as  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Boys'  Working  Keserve,  the  plan  as 
outlined  for  the  reserve  was  followed,  and  several  of  the  boys  have 
earned  the  right  to  wear  the  uniform. 

In  conclusion:  The  nation  has  just  now  awakened  to  the  fact  that 
it  has  a  public  school  system.  It  is  the  duty  of  superintendents  and 
school  officials  throughout  the  country  to  see  to  it  that  the  awaken- 
ing is  complete  and  permanent. 
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Dubois— T.  T.  Alien. 


During  the  past  year  emphasis  in  the  DuBois  public  schools  was 
put  upon  the  use  of  standard  tests  and  scales  as  a  means  of  revealing 
strength  and  weaknesses  in  the  system.  A  brief  summary  of  these 
results  for  the  value  they  may  be  to  other  superintendents  is  here- 
with given. 

Trabue  English  Tests. 

The  Trabue  Standard  Tests  in  English  were  given  to  all  groups  of 
the  5th,  6th,  7th  and  8th  years  in  December,  1917,  under  exactly  the 
same  conditions  in  all  groups.  The  median  and  percentage  results 
were  as  follows: 


Grade 

5th 

6th 

7th 

8th 

Median 

13.4 

13.4 

13.8 

13.5 

Percent 

56.9 

62.1 

65.4 

66.3 

A  marked  fact  in  connection  with  the  above  results  is  that  there  is 
very  little  difference  in  ability  to  apply  English  correctly  between 
the  5th  and  any  higher  grade,  including  the  8th.  This  situation,  it 
is  believed,  is  due  to  more  modern  methods,  ideals  and  practices  in 
the  lower  grades.  The  influence  of  the  application  of  up-to-date  edu- 
cational principles  is  far  greater  with  younger  children  who  have 
not  gotten  into  bad  habits  of  memory  reciting  rather  than  reflective 
thinking. 

Curtis  Standard  Tests  in  Arithmetic. 

In  the  following  tables,  rate  means  the  median  number  of  examples 
finished  in  the  specified  time;  accuracy  means  the  median  per  cent, 
for  the  entire  grade. 


Addition. 

Subtraction. 

Multiplication. 

Division. 

R. 

A. 

R. 

A. 

R. 

A. 

R. 

A. 

Grade   Tour. 

Standards,   

DuBois,    

6.3 

8.0 

64.0 
58.4 

7.4 
8.5 

80.0 
75.0 

6.8 

7.4 

67.0 
69.5 

4.6 
6.0 

57.0 
76.0 

Grade   Five. 

standards.   

DuBois,    

8.6 

8.5 

70.0 
06.3 

9.0 
9.1 

83.0 
82.1 

7.5 

7.8 

75.0 
79.5 

6.1 
6.0 

TT.O 
82.2 

Grade  Six. 

Standards,  

DuBois,    

9.8 
9.3 

73.0 
64.3 

10.3 
9.0 

85.0 
83.3 

9.1 
9.3 

78.0 
77.0 

8.2 
7.1 

87.0 

88.4 

Grade  Seven. 

Standards,   

DuBois,    

10.9 
10.1 

75.0 
68.5 

11.6 
11.6 

88.0 
71.0 

10.2 
10.0 

80.0 
75.5 

9.6 

8.5 

90.0 
82.1 

Grade   Eight. 
Standards           

11.6 
10.6 

76.0 
63.4 

12.9 
11.0 

87.0 
85.0 

11.5 
10.6 

81.0 
74.8 

10.7 
9.2 

91.0 

DuBois,    

83.5 
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Schools  closed  on  June  4th.  The  total  term  enrollment  was  2,597, 
with  a  per  cent,  attendance  for  the  year  of  95.2.  Forty-six  were 
g'-aduated  from  the  high  school.  Of  these,  three  were  graduated  "in 
absentia"  being  already  in  the  service  of  the  government. 

The  presence,  at  the  annual  commencement,  of  our  worthy  Deputy 
State  Superintendent,  Dr.  Eeed  B.  Teitrick,  added  much  to  its  in- 
terest and  value  to  graduates  and  teachers. 

With  a  board  determined  to  give  the  city  the  best  school  system 
in  its  history,  with  a  loyal  corps  of  teachers  and  with  a  city  anxious 
for  the  best,  educationally,  the  new  superintendent  enters  upon  the 
duties  of  his  term  with  conditions  unusually  favorable  for  a  success- 
ful administration. 


DUNMORE— C.  F.  Hoban. 


The  school  year  1917-1918  was  one  of  substantial  progress  in  every 
respect. 

The  demands  of  our  country  for  young  men  took  out  of  our  high 
school  five  of  our  most  efficient  male  teachers,  but  fortunately, 
we  were  able  to  supply  their  places  with  good  teachers  so  that  the 
work  was  carried  on  without  any  very  serious  handicap. 

The  continuation  school  law  has  kept  a  larger  percentage  of  chil- 
dren in  school.  It  has  also  had  the  effect  of  spurring  to  greater  effort 
that  type  of  pupil  who  was  always  waiting  for  his  fourteenth  birth- 
day to  roll  around. 

The  demands  of  the  industries  have  been  such  that  a  number  of 
boys  and  girls  have  found  employment  before  and  after  school  and 
on  Saturdays.  These  demands  have  increased  the  number  of  students 
taking  the  co-operative  courses.  When  the  schools  closed  on  June 
21,  we  had  between  forty  and  fifty  in  the  different  co-operative 
courses  and,  at  the  present  rate  of  growth,  we  should  have  one 
hundred  in  the  courses  next  year. 

Students  and  teachers  generally  took  a  very  active  part  in  the 
different  war  activities.  The  Liberty  Loans,  Thrift  Stamp  sale,  and 
food  conservation  pledge  campaigns,  were  all  conducted  by  the 
teachers  and  pupils.  They  also  took  an  active  part  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 
and  Knights  of  Coluinbus  drives.  All  the  sewing  classes  devoted 
their  time  to  Eed  Cross  work.  The  high  school  students  bought  yarn 
and  the  girls  knitted  sweaters  for  every  one  of  the  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  Dunmore  young  men  who  left  for  the  training  camps  last  year. 
They  also  made  a  comfort  apron  for  each  one  of  these  young  men 
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and  filled  it  with  the  accessories  necessary  to  the  comfort  of  the  boys 
in  the  camps.  One  thousand  sciap  books  and  a  goodly  number  of 
knitted  blankets  were  made  for  the  hospitals. 

As  was  the  case  a  year  ago,  the  war  garden  campaign  was  in- 
tensively carried  out  with  the  result  that  every  available  space  in 
Dunmore  was  planted. 

A  course  in  physical  training  was  formulated  and  put  into  force 
the  early  part  of  last  year.  The  instruction  was  given  by  the  regular 
teachers.  A  military  company  was  formed  in  the  high  school  for 
marching  and  setting  up  exercises.  On  Friday,  May  17,  a  monster 
field  day  was  held  on  the  former  drill  grounds  of  the  13th  Regiment. 
These  exercises  attracted  thousands  of  people  and  consisted  of  -d 
historical  pageant,  a  calisthenic  drill  by  twelve  hundred  students, 
military  drill  by  the  high  school  boys,  May  pole  dances  by  the  sixth 
and  seventh  grade  girls,  folk  dances  by  the  high  school  girls,  and 
athletic  contests  by  all  the  boys.  The  good  results  of  the  physical 
training  were  seen  largely  in  the  better  posture  and  more  healthful 
appearance  of  the  the  boys  and  girls.  It  is  our  purpose  to  continue 
this  on  a  more  extensive  scale  next  year. 

The  music  work  reached  the  high  water  mark  both  in  the  town  and 
in  the  schools.  A  dozen  or  more  community  sings  were  held  in 
w*hich  all  the  musical  organizations,  church  choirs  and  townspeople 
took  part.  Two  Pennsylvania  programs  were  given,  and  on  Pennsyl- 
vania Day  appropriate  programs  were  held  not  only  in  the  high 
school  but  also  in  all  the  grade  schools. 

During  the  year  Christine  Miller,  the  popular  contralto;  Paul 
Althouse,  the  Metropolitan  tenor;  Ethel  Leginska,  the  noted  pianist, 
and  Mary  Warfel,  the  celebrated  harpist,  honored  us  by  not  only 
appearing  in  the  high  school  auditorium,  but  by  performing  as  well 
for  the  students  and  people. 

The  last  community  musicale  of  the  year  brought  before  our  people 
three  local  artists  of  great  promise:  Arnold  Lohmann,  a  very  talented 
violinist ;  Joseph  Edwards,  a  promising  tenor,  and  Josette  Robertson, 
who  has  attained  much  fame  by  the  excellence  of  her  harp  playing. 
All  of  these  functions  have  tended  to  elevate  the  musical  atmosphere 
of  Dunmore  and,  more  than  that,  have  brought  our  people  together 
in  a  way  that  has  improved  to  a  very  considerable  extent  our 
community  life. 

Owing  to  the  congestion  in  our  grades,  two  new  schools  were  built 
during  the  year — a  four  and  a  six-room  building.  These  will  be 
ready  for  occupancy  the  first  of  September.  There  is  still  great  con- 
gestion in  the  high  school,  but  relief  during  war  time  is  out  of  the 
question.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  war  we  hope  to  see  a  fine  new 
high  school  erected  in  Dunmore. 

The    commencement    exercises    were    held    on    Friday    evening. 
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June  21.  Dr.  J.  George  Becht,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Education, 
delivered  the  commencement  oration  which  was  pronounced  one  of 
the  best  ever  given  here.  The  class  numbered  sixty-one  divided  as 
follows : 

Latin  Scientific,  40;  Commercial,  14;  Co-operative,  3;  General,  3; 
Stenography  and  Typewriting,  1. 


DUQUESNE— C.  H.  Wolford. 


Enrollment. 

The  enrollment  of  pupils  in  our  schools  has  been  exceedingly  well 
maintained  throughout  the  entire  war  period,  which  is  rather  sur- 
prising, considering  our  heavy  percentage  of  foreign  population.  The 
daily  average  attendance  in  the  grades  during  the  year  just  ended 
was  2,519  against  2,548  for  the  preceding  year,  a  decrease  of  but  29 
pupils.  In  the  high  school  the  daily  average  attendance  was  214 
against  210  for  the  preceding  year,  actual  increase  of  4  pupils.  The 
increase  in  the  high  school  and  the  decrease  in  the  grades  being 
explained  by  the  fact  that  the  high  school  is  not  subject  to  the  fluctua- 
tion of  foreign  populations  to  nearly  the  same  extent  as  the  grades. 
The  extraordinary  demands  for  foreign  labor  in  the  diverse  indus- 
tries of  the  country  are  continually  drawing  foreigners  from  what 
have  been  in  the  past  the  congested  centers,  and  as  these  are  not 
being  replaced  by  emigrants,  the  foreign  population  in  towns  similar 
to  our  own  is  decreasing.  The  decrease  of  attendance  in  our  grades 
is  easily  discerned  to  be  due  to  the  decrease  in  foreign  population. 

Average  Number  of  Pupils  to  a  Teacher. 

For  ten  years  we  have  persistently  endeavored  to  gradually  reduce 
the  number  of  pupils  to  a  teacher,  both  in  the  elementary  schools  and 
the  high  school,  to  the  lowest  possible  number  consistent  with  genu- 
ine economy.  There  is  no  one  better  acquainted  with  the  actual 
deficiencies  of  the  average  pupil  and  consequently  no  one  better  fitted 
to  instruct  him  than  the  average  teacher  who  comes  in  daily  contact 
with  him.  The  special  needs  of  the  backward  pupil  can  be  met  in  a 
surprisingly  effective  way  in  the  ordinary  school  by  the  teacher  who 
is  not  burdened  with  a  crowded  room.  The  direct  personal  attention 
a  pupil  may  receive  from  his  teacher  increases  directly  as  the  enroll- 
ment decreases.     Teachers  in  the  first  grade  with  a  heavy  foreign 
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enrollment  are  especially  benefited  by  a  low  enrollment.  In  one  case 
last  year  a  teacher  in  this  department  was  given  but  25  pupils.  The 
beneficial  results  were  so  noticeable  that  we  shall  extend  the  practice 
to  other  rooms  where  similar  conditions  exist.  The  average  number 
oi;  pupils  to  a  teacher  in  the  grades  for  the  past  year  was  34  and  in 
the  high  school  20.  We  see  no  reason  to  regret  our  choice  and  many 
reasons  for  continuing  it,  but  think  that  our  enrollment  has  about 
reached  the  lowest  point  consistent  with  economical  operation. 

Eetention  of  Good  Teachers. 

Our  board  keenly  realizes  that  if  good  teachers  are  to  be  secured 
and  kept  that  conditions  must  be  made  attractive  for  them,  and  that 
wage  increases  must  be  in  keeping  with  the  increased  cost  of  living 
and  with  wage  increases  in  other  activities  and  industries.  The 
total  of  wage  increases  for  the  year  was  about  ten  per  cent.,  while 
another  of  at  least  fifteen  per  cent,  is  projected  for  the  coming  year. 
No  teachers  have  left  the  high  school  except  those  that  have  been 
drafted  into  military  service.  The  total  number  of  vacancies  in  the 
grades  was  but  five.  The  maximum  salaries  are  becoming  sufficiently 
high  to  make  possible  the  retention  of  desirable  teachers  and  also  to 
make  it  easy  to  secure  good  teachers,  in  case  of  vacancies.  For  sev- 
eral years  this  district  served  as  a  training  school  for  districts 
where  higher  salaries  were  paid.  These  conditions  have  been  prac- 
tically eliminated  by  a  gradual  increase  of  salaries. 

Eed  Cross. 

During  January  a  Junior  Eed  Cross  Auxiliary  was  organized  in 
the  high  school  and  one  in  the  grammar  grades.  The  total  mem- 
bership was  1,114.  The  activities  for  this  year  have  been  confined 
entirely  to  sewing;  380  French  pillow  slips  and  178  bed  socks  were 
made.  The  quality  of  the  work  was  highly  commended  by  the  head 
of  the  Junior  work  for  the  Fifteenth  Chapter.  This  work  was  ar- 
ranged in  the  schools  so  as  to  disturb  to  the  least  extent  the  regular 
school  work.  The  regular  work  in  sewing  for  the  time  was  dropped 
and  the  Eed  Cross  sewing  was  substituted  for  it,  thereby  obviating 
any  special  demands  on  the  time  of  the  already  over-burdened 
teachers  and  pupils.  The  plan  was  so  successful  during  the  year  that 
it  will  be  continued  next  year  if  the  necessity  for  such  work  still 
exists. 

Thrift  Stamps. 

The  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps,  as  a  special  activity  in  the  school,  was 
not  begun  until  about  the  middle  of  March.  From  that  time  until 
the    end  of  the  term  the  pupils  were  given  an  opportunity  to  buy 
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Thrift  Stamps  and  War  Savings  Stamps  each  day.  The  simplified 
plan  which  involved  the  keeping  of  no  accounts  rendered  the  sale  of 
these  in  the  schools  highly  effective  and  placed  but  little  responsi- 
bility on  anyone.  The  actual  sale  of  the  stamps  advertised  them 
and  brought  new  purchasers.  The  money  was  paid  in  and  the  stamps 
delivered  immediately  in  the  rooms.  The  total  of  sales  amounted 
approximately  to  |4,500. 

Boys'  Working  Eeserve. 

Twenty-one  boys  enlisted  in  the  Boys'  Working  Reserve  for  farm 
labor  and  took  advantage  of  the  opportunity  offered  for  preliminary 
training  at  State  College.  Without  exception,  these  boys  are  making 
a  success  of  their  work.  There  is  not  a  single  delinquent  in  the  num- 
ber; and  they  especially  pride  themselves  in  the  fact  that  every  boy 
from  Duquesne  must  make  good.  The  moral  effect  of  such  experience 
must  have  untold  influence  on  any  group  of  boys  undertaking  such 
work.  It  is  probable  that  not  a  single  one  of  these  boys  will  ever  be 
a  farmer,  but  each  one  of  them  is  learning  the  valuable  lesson  of 
following  a  task  to  its  completion,  as  well  as  enlarging  his  conception 
of  patriotic  service. 


EASTON— R.  E.  Laremy. 


The  war  conditions  have  colored  the  work  of  the  schools  during 
the  past  year.  Our  high  school  which  had  an  increased  enrollment 
of  125  the  year  before,  simply  maintained  its  own.  The -number  of 
boys  dropped  below  the  number  of  girls  because  of  numerous  enlist- 
ments. The  continuation  school  increased  and  a  second  school  on 
the  south  side  was  opened.  To  house  the  original  school  our  first 
portable  school  building  was  erected  during  the  fall.  A  second  was 
later  erected  in  the  rear  of  our  high  school  building  to  accommodate 
the  lunch  room  and  to  vacate  that  space  for  other  purposes  in  the 
main  building.  These  portable  buildings  were  made  by  a  local  con- 
cern and  are  quite  satisfactory. 

Our  night  school  for  foreigners  was  not  well  attended  in  spite  of 
encouragement  and  advertisement.  The  European  animosities, 
especially  that  between  Italy  and  Austria,  had  a  hurtful  effect.  The 
night  school  in  the  high  school  from  October  1  to  April  1  was  larger 
and  more  successful  than  ever.  The  enrollment  was  nearly  300  and 
well  over  a  majority  attended  three  fourths  or  more  of  the  time.    This 
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is  a  high  grade  school  and  gives  certificates  in  each  subject  where 
a  satisfactory  record  is  made.  During  the  year  we  added  classes 
for  drafted  men  in  Radio  and  Buzzer  work  and  in  Auto-Mechanics. 

Junior  Red  Cross  in  all  the  buildings  was  organized  in  January. 
In  addition  our  city  became  the  center  of  this  work  throughout 
Northampton  county.  The  children  put  together  a  great  deal  of 
useful  material.  The  exhibition  of  physical  exercises  on  March  Field 
netted  over  |600  for  the  treasury.  Our  manual  training  department 
made  shelving  and  boxes  for  the  general  chapter  and  furnished 
helpers  regularly  at  the  headquarters.  The  boys  made  equipment 
also  for  Y.  M,  C.  A.  huts  and  state  farm  camps. 

We  continued  the  home  and  school  gardens  on  a  larger  scale.  The 
city  did  the  plowing  on  all  large  plots  and  the  school  district  fur- 
nished the  supervision.  Four  of  our  principals  had  charge  until  July 
1,  and  from  that  date  two  continued  the  oversight  and  management. 
The  young  people  are  required  to  make  drawings  of  their  plots  and 
to  keep  account  of  costs,  result  of  crops,  and  income. 

During  the  year  we  had  the  services  for  the  first  time  of  a  primary 
supervisor,  Miss  Rosa  Bryan,  who  did  excellent  work.  With  her  aid 
and  that  of  Mr.  B.  Frank  Rosenberry  we  made  much  progress  in  the 
working  out  of  intelligence  tests  in  our  schools.  Attention  was 
given  also  to  measurement  tests  in  reading,  spelling,  and  arithmetic. 
We  feel  that  a  distinct  progress  was  made  in  all  of  the  regular 
features  of  the  course  of  study.  Eight  men  have  been  lost  thus  far 
for  war  service.  The  board  raised  salaries  at  least  |5  per  month  in 
nearly  all  cases  and  considerably  more  in  many.  They  decided  to 
drop  German  and  to  make  military  drill  a  part  of  the  physical 
exercises  in  the  high  school. 

Our  medical  inspection  has  not  been  satisfactory.  The  examina- 
tions as  required  by  the  State  are  largely  superficial  and  many 
defects  are  not  discovered.  The  nurse  is  quite  valuable  in  making 
follow-up  visits  and  in  looking  after  children  who  need  attention. 

The  school  park  to  be  known  as  Cottingham  Park  is  being  improved 
and  will  probably  be  used  for  some  athletic  events  during  the  next 
school  year.  In  the  spring  the  older  boys  of  the  grades  assisted  by 
squads  in  the  planting  of  several  thousand  trees  from  the  State 
nurseries.  These  are  to  reforest  a  portion  of  our  city  park  of  more 
than  eighty  acres.    They  helped  also  to  start  an  arboretum. 

At  the  close  of  the  school  year  we  lost  by  death  Mr.  Charles  H. 
Lerch,  formerly  proprietor  of  Lerch's  Preparatory  School,  who  for 
four  years  had  been  a  member  of  our  high  school  faculty.  The  Easton 
Academy,  which  has  had  a  long  and  useful  career  as  a  private  school, 
closed  its  doors  at  the  close  of  the  year  and  its  principal,  Mr.  Samuel 
R.  Park,  will  join  his  services  with  our  city  system. 
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ELLWOOD  CITY— C.  F.  Becker. 


At  the  close  of  my  seventh  year  in  Ellwood  City  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  making  to  you  my  first  report  as  district  superintendent. 

Our  schools  have  been  very  much  crowded  during  the  past  year 
so  that  it  is  necessary  to  provide  portable  buildings  for  next  year. 
Present  indications  are  that  the  growth  next  year  will  be  even  more 
rapid  than  ever  before.  Provision  has  been  made  for  a  special  op- 
portunity class  next  year  for  backward  and  retarded  children.  Dur- 
ing the  summer  a  special  school  has  been  conducted  for  all  who 
wished  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity. 

In  May  a  Junior  Red  Cross  Society  was  organized  with  over  800 
paid  up  members  and  several  hundred  others  who  were  accepted  on 
their  pledge  to  special  service.  This  Junior  society  has  been  meet- 
ing once  each  week  at  the  various  school  buildings  and  has  been 
doing  very  commendable  service. 

Our  school  board  is  preparing  plans  and  specifications  for  a 
new  high  school  building  so  that  when  an  opportune  time  comes 
they  may  be  able  to  build.  A  very  good  site  has  been  bought  for 
this  purpose.  We  think  we  can  safely  say  that  school  affairs  are 
making  a  steady,  healthy  growth  here. 

-  Ellwood  City  school  circles  were  very  much  distressed  to  hear  of 
the  death  of  Lieut.  Norman  J.  McCreary,  who  was  killed  in  action  in 
France,  June  15.  Lieut.  McCreary  was  principal  of  the  Ellwood  City 
high  school  during  1915-16  and  1916-17  and  had  a  host  of  friends 
here.  He  was  a  most  excellent  young  man,  a  splendid  inspiration  to 
the  young  men  and  women  of  our  community. 


ERIE— I.  B.  Bush. 


There  were  enrolled  in  the  day  schools  of  the  school  district  of  the 
city  of  Erie  during  the  school  year  1917-18,  13,341  pupils,  an  increase 
of  806  over  the  previous  year.  There  were  enrolled  in  the  continu- 
tion  schools  345  pupils,  an  increase  of  48  over  the  previous  year. 
There  were  enrolled  in  the  night  schools  1,891  pupils,  an  increase  of 
865  over  the  previous  year,  making  a  total  of  15,577  pupils  who  re- 
ceived instruction  in  the  public  schools  during  the  year. 
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During  the  school  year  ending  June,  1914,  there  were  enrolled  in 
the  day  schools  10,082  pupils.  During  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1918,  13,841  pupils  were  enrolled,  an  increase  of  3,259  or  32.3  per 
cent. 

During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1914,  1,154  pupils  were  enrolled 
in  the  high  school.  During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1918,  2,177 
pupils  were  enrolled,  an  increase  in  four  years  of  1,023  or  88.6  per 
cent.  In  1914,  165  were  graduated  from  high  school.  In  1918,  303, 
an  increase  of  83.6  per  cent. 

During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1914,  there  were  enrolled  in  the 
night  schools  450  pupils.  During  the  year  ending  June  30,  1918, 
1,891  pupils  were  enrolled,  an  increase  of  1,441  or  320  per  cent. 

During  the  summer  of  1915,  summer  schools  were  conducted  with 
an  enrollment  of  394  pupils.  During  the  past  summer  there  was  an 
enrollment  of  1,054  pupils,  an  increase  of  660  or  167.5  per  cent. 

The  attendance  in  the  high  school  is  largely  voluntary,  while  in 
the  summer  school  and  in  the  night  schools  the  attendance  is  entirely 
voluntary.  This  increase  in  departments  where  attendance  is  very 
largely  voluntary  would  indicate  a  very  healthy  growth  in  school 
sentiment. 

During  the  past  four  years  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  reduce 
the  number  of  failures  in  the  school  system.  Statistics  showing  the 
number  of  promotions,  conditions  and  failures  from  June  1915  to 
June,  1917,  are  as  follows: 


Grades. 


Pro.  Cond. 

February,  1915, 88.3  6.2 

June,          1915,   87.1  8.5 

February,  1916,  89.2  6.3 

February,  1916,  Dept., 89.5  8.5 

June,    1916,  90.9  5.6 

June,    1916,  Dept.,  92.3  4.8 

February,  1917,  91.2  6.9 

February,  1917,  Dept.,  ....  90.5  7.3 

June,     1917  92.1  5.5 

June,    1917,  Dept.,  .....  92.3  5.2 

February,  1918,  92.3  5.5 

February,  1918,  Dept.,  90.7  7.5 

June,    1918,  92.2  5.0 

June,    1918,  Dept.,  91.6  4.6 


Total  Per  Cent.  Doing 
Work  in  Next  Higher 
Grade  the  Succeeding 
Year. 


94.5 

Failures. 
5.5 

95.6 

4.4 

95.5 

4.5 

98.0 

2.0 

95.5 

4.5 

97.1 

2.9 

98.1 

1.9 

97.8 

2.2 

97.6 

2.4 

97.5 

2.5 

97.8 

2.2 

98.2 

2.2 

97.2 

2.8 

96.2 

3.8 
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Promoted. 

June,  1916, 90.3 

June,  1917, 92.2 

June,  1918, 91.1 
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Failures. 
9.7 

7.8 
8.9 


Failures  by  Subjects  in  the  Grades. 

June,  1915.  June,  1917.  June,  1918. 

Arithmetic,  246  94  82 

Spelling, 127  40  32 

Language,   172  48  58 

Geography,   Ill  43  45 

U.S.  History, 50  37  29 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  failures  is  very  gratifying  when  we 
take  into  consideration  the  fact  that  during  the  year  of  1918  there 
were  enrolled  in  the  grades  2,255  more  pupils  than  during  the  year 
1915.  The  excellent  results  obtained  are  due  to  the  well  directed 
efforts  of  both  principals  and  teachers. 

The  progress  and  age  study  for  the  past  year  has  not  been  com- 
pleted. A  comparative  study  of  the  retardation  of  the  pupils  in  the 
grades  according  to  the  old  form  of  report  used  is  as  follows : 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total, 

45.2 

39.1 

42.1 

39.9 

33.8 

36.9 

31.2 

34.9 

33.9 

1914  Per  Cent,  Over- Age,    . . . 

1915  Per  Cent.  Over-Age,    . . . 

1916  Per  Cent.  Over- Age,    . . . 

A  new  form  of  report  was  used  during  the  year  ending  June,  1917, 
which  shows  the  age  of  the  pupil,  the  grade  of  the  pupil  and  the 
number  of  years  spent  in  school.  By  this  plan  more  accurate  data 
were  secured  than  under  the  old  plan.  According  to  this  study,  23.7 
per  cent,  of  the  pupils  were  ahead  of  grade,  52.9  per  cent,  under 
regular  and  23.4  per  cent  were  below  grade;  .3  per  cent,  more  of 
the  pupils  were  ahead  of  grade  than  were  behind  grade. 

Last  year,  before  the  Thrift  Stamp  plan  was  introduced,  some  of 
the  schools  introduced  school  savings  banks,  with  the  following 
results : 

Burns,  |383.22;  Emerson,  |869.91;  Franklin,  $750.22;  Gridley, 
1169.45;  Lafayette,  |950.98;  Marshall,  $474.80;  McKinley,  $382.04; 
Penn,  $1,056.54;  Washington,  $723.27,  and  Wayne,  $670.34.  Total 
savings  bank  deposits  in  the  schools — $6,430.77, 

During  the  past  year  the  schools  engaged  in  several  war  activities 
with  the  following  results: 
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Liberty  Bonds,  |408,750.00 ;  Thrift  and  War  Savings  Stamps, 
069.37;  Eed  Cross,  $2,586.23;  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  |2,225.00;  Y.  W.  C.  A., 
129.00 ;  K.  of  C,  |50.30 ;  Penny  Thrift  Fund,  |1,000.00 ;  Collection  of 
kid  gloves;  53  afghans  made;  soap  and  towel  collections  for  Co.  G., 
|>25.50;  220  war  gardens;  collection  of  newspapers;  collection  of 
clothing,  and  supporting  French  orphans. 

There  are  now  in  process  of  construction  three  buildings,  viz.: 
Academy  High  School,  East  High  School,  Lincoln  Grade  School. 
Upon  the  completion  of  these  buildings,  the  congestion  which  exists  at 
present  in  the  school  system  will  be  materially  relieved.  It  will  also 
make  possible  the  carrying  out  of  the  plan  for  the  reorganization  of 
the  school  system  on  the  Six,  Three  and  Three  plan. 

During  the  past  four  years  there  have  been  added  six  centers  for 
household  and  industrial  arts  subjects.  Upon  the  completion  of  the 
buildings  mentioned  above,  the  facilities  will  be  greatly  increased  for 
instruction  in  these  departments. 

During  the  past  year  in  the  manual  arts  department,  the  follow- 
ing courses  were  offered,  viz.:  cabinet  making,  drafting  practice, 
electrical  construction,  machine  tool  work,  pattern  making,  printing 
and  sheet  metal  construction.  These  courses  will  be  of  practical 
benefit  to  the  boys  living  in  a  city  where  53.7  per  cent,  of  the  popu- 
lation is  engaged  in  manufacturing  and  mechanical  industry.  Dur- 
ing the  coming  year  the  school  shops  will  be  conducted  on  a  pro- 
ductive basis. 

In  the  Household  Arts  Department  the  work  was  reorganized  to 
meet  war  conditions.  Many  garments  were  made  for  the  Ked  Cross 
and  demonstrations  were  given  in  canning,  drying  and  preserving. 

In  the  early  part  of  May  the  school  district  contracted  with  the 
United  States  Government  to  train  soldiers  in  the  war  industries.  On 
June  15,  144  men  arrived  to  take  work  in  the  following  trades ;  auto- 
mobile repair,  carpentry,  cabinet  making,  sheet  metal  construction, 
electrical  construction  and  wireless  operation. 

The  board  adopted  a  new  teachers'  salary  schedule  to  become  effec- 
tive July  1,  1918,  making  the  minimum  salary  for  grade  teachers 
|550  per  year  and  the  maximum  $1,050.  In  addition  to  the  new 
salary  schedule,  the  board  will  give  each  teacher  a  war  bonus  of  |125 
this  year. 


FARRELL— Port  Eckles. 


A  considerable  amount  of  time  and  energy  has  been  devoted  during 
the  past  year  to  War  Activities.     Junior  and   Senior  Red  Cross 
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Classes  were  formed,  the  work  being  carried  on  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Household  Arts  Department  Societies.  Wristlets,  caps,  socks, 
books,  and  magazines  were  frequently  sent  to  our  boys  in  the  various 
C£.mps.  A  Thrift  Stamp  Campaign  was  conducted  by  the  girls  of 
the  upper  grades. 

The  Household  Art  Department  established  this  year  was  a  com- 
plete success  in  every  way.  The  cost  of  operating  was  decidedly  less 
than  was  anticipated,  and  the  interest  manifested  both  on  the  part 
of  the  pupils  and  ijarents  was  such  that  to  make  this  work  anything 
less  than  a  permanent  part  of  our  school  system  would  be  a  grave 
mistake. 

An  Evening  Adult  Class  was  officially  established  the  latter  part  of 
this  year.  This  school  has  been  formerly  maintained  and  operated 
by  the  U.  S.  Steel  Corporation  and  great  credit  is  due  them  for  the 
hard  work  they  have  given  this  community  project  and  for  the  high 
degree  of  efficiency  to  which  they  have  brought  it.  As  operated  now 
by  our  school  district,  the  same  general  plan  of  procedure  is  fol- 
lowed. The  attendance  at  the  school  two  evenings  per  week  has  been 
very  gratifying.  Many  men  of  foreign  birth  who  heretofore  were 
unable  to  understand  English  can  now  read,  write  and  speak  English 
very  intelligently,  all  of  which  has  increased  their  earning  capacity 
in  their  daily  work. 

Following  a  resolution  of  our  Board  of  Education  establishing 
Kindergarten  School  for  the  coming  year,  rooms  have  been  prepared 
and  equipped  in  a  manner  that  will  give  a  fair  test  to  the  usefulness 
of  a  Kindergarten  to  the  community.  We  are  admitting  only  those 
who  will  be  six  years  of  age  between  Jan.  1,  1919,  and  April  1,  1919. 

On  April  1,  we  moved  into  our  new  twelve  room  building.  This 
building  is  an  almost  exact  counterpart  of  the  James  A.  Farrell 
Building,  erected  in  1915.  For  convenience,  comfort  and  ideal  school 
condition  it  is  all  that  a  school  man  could  ask.  Our  Board  of  Educa- 
tion is  to  be  complimented  on  the  carefulness  with  which  they 
attended  to  every  detail  in  planning  of  this  building.  Moving  into 
the  new  Pargny  Building  to  some  extent  relieves  our  crowded  condi- 
tion, but  the  rapid  increase  in  our  population  still  leaves  us  for  the 
coming  year  facing  the  same  problem.  In  almost  all  of  our  grades 
for  the  coming  year  we  will  have  from  50  to  65  pupils  in  a  room. 
Another  new  building  will  of  necessity  have  to  be  ready  for  occupancy 
for  the  year  1919-20. 
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FRANKLIN— C.  E.  Carter. 


On  August  8,  1916  I  was  notified  officially  that  I  had  been 
appointed  Assistant  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Schools  of 
Franklin,  Pa.,  and  was  requested  to  assume  the  duties  of  that  posi- 
tion on  August  14,  1916. 

Since  this  latter  date  I  have  devoted  my  entire  attention  to  the 
improvement  and  interests  of  the  schools  of  Franklin,  and  have 
taken  an  interest  in  the  activities  of  this  community. 

It  is  of  interest  to  the  Board  of  Education  and  citizens  generally 
to  survey  the  progress  and  general  success  of  the  schools,  since 
public  education  is  supported  and  developed  for  the  benefit  of  all 
the  children  of  all  the  people. 

During  the  period  that  I  have  acted  as  Superintendent  of  our 
Schools  each  recommendation  that  I  have  made  to  the  School 
Board,  as  a  whole,  has  been  approved.  This  has  evidenced  your 
interest  in  the  teaching  function  of  our  schools  as  well  as  an  intel- 
ligent and  sanely  progressive  knowledge  of  the  needs  of  the  business 
management  of  our  public  schools. 

One  of  the  fundamental  essentials  to  good  schools  is  a  well- 
selected,  well-trained  teaching  corps.  The  training  of  teachers 
should  be  continued  while  they  are  in  service.  This  we  have  sought 
to  do  by  organized  classes  in  the  high  school  and  grades  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  the  best  methods  of  teaching,  the  content  of 
the  curriculum,  child  study,  discipline,  and  the  diversified  prob- 
lems which  confront  the  teachers  in  their  work. 

As  an  additional  aid  to  the  principals  and  teachers,  when  con- 
structive criticisms  are  needed,  or  may  improve  the  teaching  in 
their  several  rooms,  the  Superintendent  issues  to  these  teachers 
visitation  slips  pointing  out  that  which  he  approves  and  how  he 
thinks  certain  features  of  the  work  may  be  improved. 

It  has  been  found  by  those  who  have  investigated  the  matter 
that  most  pupils  who  go  through  the  lower  grades,  and  enter  high 
school  have  little  or  no  knowledge  as  to  what  they  contemplate 
doing  when  they  complete  the  high  school  course.  In  other  words, 
without  direction  they  will  pursue  "blind  alley"  occupations  that 
offer  no  special  opportunities  for  promotion. 

So,  in  order  that  pupils  may  understand  the  advantages  and 
disadvantages  of  certain  fields  of  employment,  or  professions,  and 
the  qualifications  essential  to  success  in  these  activities,  certain 
guidance  has  been  found  to  be  of  material  assistance  to  high 
school  pupils  in  making  their  choices  of  future  life  work. 
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The  standing  committee  which  I  have  appointed  on  the  voca- 
tional guidance  of  pupils  is  composed  of  the  high  school  and  junior 
high  school  principals,  the  head  of  the  cemmercial  department,  and 
the  heads  of  the  departments  of  manual  training  and  domestic 
science. 

It  is  the  province  and  function  of  this  committee  to  know  about 
the  several  lines  of  employment  and  the  professions,  and  to  de\dse 
the  best  ways  and  means  for  acquainting  the  boys  and  girls  of  the 
seventh  to  the  twelfth  grades  inclusive  with  the  nature  and  require- 
ments of  these  fields  of  employment,  and  the  pupils  adaptability 
to  his  prospective  life  work.  In  addition  to  this,  the  committee  is 
to  secure  such  local  speakers  as  they  can  to  address  the  pupils  of 
the  junior  and  senior  high  schools  in  the  High  School  Auditorium ; 
and  to  investigate  and  recommend  to  me  what  the  committee  regards 
as  the  most  helpful  literature  and  books  upon  vocational  guidance 
to  be  placed  in  our  High  School  Library.  These,  and  any  additional 
helpful  matters  along  this  line,  which  the  committee  may  consider 
practicable,  we  regard  as  within  the  province  of  this  committee. 
How  much  good  is  accomplished  depends  largely  upon  the  com- 
mittee's conception  of  the  importance  of  this  work,  and  their  initi- 
ative and  vision  in  carrying  it  into  effect  throughout  the  school 
year. 

The  plan  as  it  is  being  worked  in  many  cities  of  the  size  of 
Franklin  is  to  have  two  alternates  working  in  the  same  position. 
One  boy  works  in  the  factory  one  week  while  his  alternate  is  in 
school.  The  next  week  they  exchange,  the  one  who  was  in  school 
taking  the  work  in  the  office,  or  factory. 

The  United  States  Government  approves  this-  plan.  It  benefits 
the  pupils  because  they  are  getting  their  school  training  and  receiv- 
ing their  business  education  at  the  same  time;  also  industry  is 
aided  by  being  supplied  with  necessary  and  competent  assistance. 

We  believe  that  the  School  Board  acted  wisely  in  approving  our 
recommendation  that  a  new  Manual  which  would  contain  the  Course 
of  Study,  General  Rules  as  to  the  teachers,  pupils,  and  janitors, 
and  rules  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Board,  be  printed. 

Parent-Teacher  Associations  have  been  organized  at  each  school 
building  and  have  been  doing  good  work  during  the  past  two  years. 
They  have  encouraged  close  co-operation  between  the  home  and  the 
school,  the  parents  doing  all  they  can  to  aid  in  the  mutual  prob- 
lems which  confront  the  homes  and  the  schools.  During  the  past 
year  the  Parent-Teacher  Associations  have  done  a  large  amount 
of  war  work.  This  they  shall  continue  to  do  during  the  ensuing 
year. 

Through  correspondence  with  all  of  the  colleges,  technical  schools 
and  universities  to  which  the  pupils  of  the  Franklin  High  School 
have  gone,  in  previous  years,  we  secured   complete  statements  as 
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to  the  requirements  of  these  institutions  for  entrance.  Certain 
citizens  had  complained  to  the  Superintendent  that  their  children, 
upon  applicaion  for  entrance  to  certain  institutions  lacked  certain 
credits.  This  we  sought  to  avoid,  and  have  avoided,  so  far  as  such 
is  possible. 

In  our  correspondence  with  these  institutions  we  explained  the 
nature  of  the  courses  which  are  offered  in  our  high  school,  and  we 
now  receive  statements  that  our  high  school  meets  their  several 
requirements. 

We  notify  the  students  of  the  high  school  at  the  beginning  of 
the  term  as  to  the  studies  that  they  must  pursue  while  in  the  high 
school  if  they  are  contemplating  taking  certain  courses  when  they 
enter  higher  institutions.  This  plan  is  proving  very  satisfactory 
to  parents  who  send  their  sons  and  daughters  to  college. 

The  permanent  card  record  system  which  we  instituted  was  a 
necessary  and  progressive  act.  On  one  side  of  the  card  provision 
is  made  for  the  pupils  scholastic  record  for  each  year  of  the  twelve 
in  his  public  school  course;  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  card  the 
physical  record  of  the  pupil  for  the  twelve  years  of  his  public  school 
career  is  to  be  written.  This  card  is  the  permanent  record  of  the 
pupil  from  the  first  grade  until  the  pupil  graduates,  or  stops  school. 

We  felt  that  the  introduction  of  penmanship,  at  this  time, 
dropping  the  subject  of  German,  would  be  a  progressive  and  gen- 
erally approved  action. 

Since  we  have  discontinued  the  special  room  which  was  taught 
by  the  late  Professor  Ladds  and  distributed  these  pupils  through- 
out the  other  rooms,  on  account  of  lack  of  room,  a  saving  of  one 
teacher  occurred  by  this  temporary  arrangement. 

In  addition  to  saving  the  cost  of  a  teacher,  approximately  flOOO 
per  nine  months,  we  have  required  the  pupils  to  pay  their  own 
tuition  in  the  summer  school,  thereby  saving  approximately  1382.50 
for  each  summer  school,  or  an  approximate  total  of  |1400.00  for 
the  year.  This  is  being  accomplished  without  affecting  the  efficiency 
of  the  schools,  and  is  a  saving  to  the  taxpayers. 

The  average  number  of  pupils  per  room  has  been  87,  while  the 
national  committee  that  investigated  the  matter  of  how  many  pupils 
can  be  taught  by  one  teacher  and  obtain  the  best  results  recom- 
mends that  thirty-five  pupils  is  the  maximum  number  that  each 
teacher  can  teach  to  secure  the  best  results. 

Despite  the  raise  of  salaries  for  all  the  teachers  of  the  public 
schools,  five  high  school,  and  one  lower  grade  teacher,  secured 
higher  wages,  or  entered  other  work  which  they  preferred.  Over 
100,000  teachers  were  taken  by  the  government  into  scientific,  com- 
mercial and  war  work,  paying  them  much  higher  wages. 

Cleaning,  calcimining  and  putting  in  sanitary  and  habitable  con- 
dition a  certain  number  of  school  rooms  each  year,  a  custom  which 
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was  instituted  last  year,  was  not  only  absolutely  essential  but 
plainly  demanded  to  escape  from  black  walls,  falling  plastering, 
and  generally  unsanitary  and  unattractive  school  rooms.  Our  citi- 
zens have  approved  this  Board  for  the  purpose  of  having  not  only 
first  class  instruction  in  our  schools  but  proper  housing  conditions: 
our  schools  must  not  follow— they  must  lead  in  efficiency. 

During  the  ensuing  years  it  is  our  plan  to  continue,  amplify., 
and  develop  in  a  manner  consistent  with  present  war  conditions,, 
the  interests  of  patriotism,  reconstruction  problems,  and  modified 
ideas  resultant  from  the  present  great  conflict,  the  policies  and 
program  of  efficiency  which  we  have  adopted  and  have  been  thus 
far  able  to  develop  through  the  enterprise,  interest,  thought  and 
constructive  policy  which  you,  as  a  Board  of  Education,  are  endeav- 
ing  to  promote. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I  desire  to  state  that,  looking  to  the 
future  development  of  public  education  in  Franklin,  among  other 
matters  which  space  prevents  indicating  here,  the  following  are 
some  of  the  fundamental  matters  which  I  shall  keep  in  mind  in 
seeking  to  improve  and  enlarge  the  usefulness  of  our  schools: 

1.  Endeavoring  to  have  the  Course  of  Study  grow  out  of  the 
pupils  present  and  probable  future  needs ;  and  the  instruction  both 
as  to  content  of  the  course  and  methods  of  instruction  be  related 
to  the  industries,  problems  and  interests  of  the  community.  The 
time  for  merely  abstract  work  in  the  jjublic  schools  is  past. 

2.  A  continuation  of  our  present  ]3lans,  as  instituted  during  the 
past  two  years  relative  to  the  teaching,  discipline  and  general 
internal  management  of  our  schools,  and  in  regard  to  the  relation 
of  the  schools  to  the  life  of  the  community  and  nation. 

3.  Community  meetings. 

4.  Parent-Teachers'  Associations. 

5.  Stressing  industrial  art,  practical  cooking,  manual  train- 
ing, penmanship,  science,  and  commercial  training  as  war  condi- 
ditions  show  necessary ;  also  physical  education ;  football,  basket- 
ball, etc. 

6.  Follow  up  plans  in  the  work  of  Medical  Inspection. 

7.  Stressing  sanitary  and  health  conditions  of  our  schools. 

8.  Fire  protection — drills,  etc. 

9.  Continuation  of  war  activities  through  the  Junior  Bed  Cross. 

10.  More  and  better  super\dsed  study. 

11.  Developing  further  our  Junior  High  School. 

12.  Gradual  working  out  in  conjunction  with  the  Vocational 
Education  Department  at  Harrisburg  of  the  part  time  plan  for  giv- 
ing young  men  and  women  practical  and  theoretical  education 
conjointly. 

13.  Continuing  our  work  in  the  vocational  guidance  of  our  pupils. 
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14.  Kenewal  of  the  summer  playground  movement  at  the  proper 
time. 

15.  Enlarging  and  adapting  the  High  School  Library  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  pupils  of  the  Junior  High  School;  also  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  teachers'  professional  library  in  the  Siiperintendent's 
office. 

16.  Seeking  to  have  our  High  School  offer  that  kind  of  subject 
matter  and  instruction  which  causes  it  to  meet  the  needs  not  only 
of  those  classically  inclined  but  those  who  wish  to  enter  business 
or  the  industries,  or  take  their  places  in  homes  as  well. 

17.  Proper  teaching  of  United  States  history,  the  English  language 
and  patriotism  so  that  our  pupils  may  understand  our  community, 
national  and  international  problems  and  be  better  fitted  for  their  en- 
larged duties  as  citizens  after  this  war  of  the  nations  is  ended. 

In  carrying  out  this  program,  and  other  work  which  we  shall  de- 
velop, we  ask  for  the  continued  support  of  the  Board  of  Education. 
We  wish  to  thank  the  board  for  its  constructive  and  helpful  attitude 
in  endeavoring  to  make  our  school  second  to  no  others,  and  continu- 
ally pursuing  a  sanely  progressive  program  which  has,  and  shall  con- 
duce to  the  betterment  of  the  public  education  in  our  city. 


GERMAN  TOWNSHIP  (Fayette  County)— R.  E.  Rudisill. 


As  we  take  a  retrospect  of  the  year's  work  (1917-1918),  we  can  well 
feel  that  the  work  was  not  done  in  vain.  The  teachers  have  taken  an 
exceptional  interest  in  their  work  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  good  co- 
operation on  the  part  of  teachers  and  principals.  Our  teachers  have 
met  monthly  on  the  last  Saturday  in  the  month  to  discuss  school 
problems.  These  discussions  aroused  the  interest  of  the  teachers  and 
we  can  report  a  marked  progress  all  along  the  line. 

During  the  year,  every  room  in  the  system  was  crowded  to  utmost 
capacity  and  in  several  instances  half-day  sessions  were  resorted  to. 
We  have  enrolled  3,113  in  the  graded  and  ungraded  schools  and  211 
in  the  high  school. 

The  Compulsory  School  Law  and  the  Vaccination  Law  were  en- 
forced very  successfully  resulting  in  a  few  prosecutions  for  the  former. 
We  have  great  trouble  in  having  pupils  remain  in  school.  In  this 
coke  regions,  there  is  a  continual  "flitting"  about  of  people  and  the 
natural  result  is  that  many  pupils  never  get  in  school.  However,  we 
have  been  able  to  keep  the  percentage  of  attendance  up  to  an  average 
of  92%. 
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An  Elson  art  exhibit  was  conducted  in  our  high  school  on  April 
3,  4,  5,  6.  Quite  a  large  sum  was  realized  and  invested  in  pictures 
for  our  $100,000  high  school  building. 

We  have  been  handicapped  during  the  past  years  in  having  a  some- 
what mediocre  teaching  force,  however  it  was  the  best  that  could 
be  gotten.  All  high  school  graduates  were  inducted  into  the  teach- 
ing profession  because  salaries  were  not  such  as  to  attract  outsiders. 
Indications  point  to  an  increase  of  twenty  per  cent,  for  another  year 
and  we  expect  to  pay  all  of  our  grade  principals  $125  per  month.  We 
realize  in  this  community  that  iir  order  to  have  the  best,  we  must  pay 
the  best. 

Community  Day. 

German  township  had  been  emphasizing  Community  Day  for  the 
past  few  years.  This  year  it  was  held  on  Saturday,  Dec.  9,  and  to 
say  that  it  was  a  grand  success  would  be  putting  it  too  mild.  We 
have  realized  that  much  good  can  be  derived  from  these  gatherings 
of  farmers  and  friends.  This  work  was  splendidly  supervised  by 
the  head  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  W.  N.  Dowry.  For  the 
farmer,  there  was  the  display  of  grains,  and  for  the  house-wife  there 
were  displays  of  crocheting,  fruits  and  vegetables.  The  children, 
too,  had  their  hour  of  "apple  schnitzen"  and  husking  bee.  Farm 
Agent,  P.  E.  Dougherty,  of  Fayette  county,  and  G.  H.  Bedell,  of 
Greene  county,  gave  suggestions  on  various  farming  problems,  while 
Miss  Aurelia  Potts,  of  the  Home  Economics  and  Extension  Depart- 
ment of  State  College,  held  interesting  conferences  with  the  women, 
giving  them  bits  of  information  which  were  found  to  be  immensely 
valuable  to  the  farmer's  wife  in  the  regular  routine  of  work. 


Patriotic  Duty. 

All  of  our  schools  tried  to  do  their  "bit"  in  the  winning  of  this 
war  for  democracy.  Every  school  emphasized  the  making  of  gar- 
ments for  the  Belgian  people.  Most  of  the  schools  had  100%  in  Junior 
Eed  Cross  membership  and  thousands  of  dollars  were  invested  by 
pupils  in  W.  S.  Stamps. 

Institute. 

Our  District  Institute  is  another  means  of  inducing  parents  to 
take  an  active  part  in  school  work.  This  year  we  have  had  one  of 
the  best  institutes  in  the  history  of  German  township,  due  to  the 
corps  of  efficient  instructors  and  the  co-operation  on  the  part  of  par- 
ents and  teachers.  The  personnel  of  instructors  for  the  year  were: 
Dr.  Louis  C.  Karpinski,  Ann  Harbor,  Mich.,  Dr.  John  Davison,  Ada, 
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O. ;  Dr.  J.  George  Beclit,  State  Department,  Harrisbiirg,  Pa. ;  Dr.  R. 
B.  Teitrick,  State  Department,  Harrisburg,  Pa. ;  and  Prof.  E.  J.  Mc- 
Dowell, musical  director,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Our  people  were  offered  the  following  Lyceum  Lecture  Course: 
Uniontown  Military  Band,  Dec.  13 ;  The  Eegniers  Musical  Company, 
Dec.  14 ;  Strickland  W.  Gillilan,  Dec.  15 ;  Rustic  Romeo,  H.  S.  Play, 
Jan.  24 ;  Edward  Emherst  Ott,  Jan.  25 ;  Schubert  Quartette,  Jan.  26- 

Night  School. 

A  night  school  had  been  very  ably  directed  by  Prof.  Ira  N.  Riffle 
together  with  the  assistance  of  Miss  Bessie  B.  Boger  of  Uniontown, 
Pa.  There  were  44  pupils  enrolled.  This  course  had  been  selected 
by  those  wishing  to  qualify  in  commercial  branches  and  by  foreigners 
wishing  to  learn  the  English  language. 

Vocational  Departments. 

Our  Domestic  Science  Department  under  the  supervision  of  Miss 
Minnie  Hoover  has  done  splendid  work  during  the  past  year.  Great 
interest  has  been  taken  b}^  the  girls  and  their  mothers  in  the  canning 
of  fruit  and  vegetables.  Sewing  has  also  been  well  received  by  the 
community. 

This  was  our  first  year  for  manual  training  and  mechanical  draw- 
ing. Prof.  C.  K.  Douglass  who  ably  conducted  this  department  has 
made  the  course  a  pronounced  success. 

Prof.  B.  J.  Saeta,  supervisor  of  Agriculture,  emphasized  the  "War 
Garden"  movement.  One  hundred  eighty  war  gardens  30  feet  square 
had  been  planted  with  all  kinds  of  vegetables  and  cultivated  by  the 
pupils  of  the  Edenbom  and  high  schools.  Teachers  also  took  an 
earnest  desire  to  assist  the  pupils  and  it  would  not  be  an  exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  at  least  |2,000  worth  of  produce  had  been  taken  from 
these  gardens.  Not  only  was  this  movement  a  remunerative  one  for 
the  boys  but  it  also  taught  the  so-called  "bad  boys"  lessons  in  morals. 
We  hope  that  this  idea  may  be  carried  on  next  year  on  a  still  larger 
basis. 

Conclusion. 

We  feel  greatly  indebted  to  the  State  Department  for  co-operation 
during  the  past  year  and  earnestly  solicit  their  aid  and  suggestions 
in  the  future,  thereby  raising  German  township  to  a  higher  level  in 
school  work. 
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GKEENSBURG— Thos.  S.  March. 


In  May,  I  succeeded  Dr.  J .  H.  Alleman  as  superintendent  of  Greens- 
burg,  after  an  intermission  of  six  and  a  half  years,  in  which  I  acted 
as  State  High  School  Inspector.  But  thirty  out  of  the  eighty  teach- 
ers had  been  under  me  during  their  earlier  period.  However,  the 
majority  of  the  new  teachers  had  formally  gone  to  the  Greensburg 
schools.  So  that  it  was  comparatively  easy  for  me  to  get  acquainted 
with  them.  The  general  organization  of  the  schools  was  very  much 
as  it  was  when  I  left,  the  most  radical  departure  being  a  commercial 
department  in  the  'high  school.  There  were,  however,  a  new  course 
of  study  and  a  new  list  of  text  books  in  operation. 

There  were  some  additions  made  to  the  material  equipment  of  the 
schools.  Six  temporary  buildings  had  been  added  to  the  high  school 
and  a  fine  athletic  field  purchased.  The  former  were  necessitated 
by  an  increase  in  the  six  and  a  half  years  of  about  eighty  pupils — the 
total  number  of  pupils  enrolled  for  last  year  being  six  hundred  and 
seventy-nine.  Six  teachers  had  been  added  to  the  grades  and  four 
to  the  high  school,  showing  that  the  town  has  had  a  normal  growth. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  we  lost  many  of  the  teachers,  either  directly 
or  indirectly  on  account  of  the  war.  We  also  dismissed  a  number 
of  inefficient  ones.  We  had  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  applicants 
for  positions  but  had  some  difficulty  in  filling  certain  ones  with  ac- 
ceptable teachers.  We  now  have  an  excellent  corps  and  have  every 
reason  to  expect  a  successful  year. 


GREENVILLE— G.  B.  Gerberich. 


The  3^ear  has  been  quite  a  successful  one,  considering  the  disad- 
vantages under  which  school  work  was  carried  on-  and  the  many 
calls  for  help  in  war  work,  both  from  teachers  and  pupils.  During 
the  whole  of  the  past  year  the  grades  up  to  and  including  the  fifth 
grade  were  on  half  time  on  account  of  the  removal  of  an  old  grade 
building  to  make  room  for  the  new  high  school  building  which  is 
being  placed  on  the  same  grounds.  The  prospect  is  for  a  continu- 
ation of  the  same  plan  for  at  least  a  good  part  of  the  year. 
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The  schools  were  interested  in  many  of  the  war  activities  during 
the  year.  A  large  number  of  war  gardens  were  worked  last  summer 
and  this  year  an  even  larger  number  are  in  progress.  The  Boys'  Y. 
M.  C.  A.  pledged  $600,  nearly  all  of  which  is  paid.  The  Girls'  Patri- 
otic League  pledged  aiid  raised  $500  for  various  purposes  besides 
working  an  organization  very  helpful  in  various  town  activities.  They 
raised  altogether  about  |200  f.or  Red  Cross,  having  sales,  booths,  etc., 
at  different  times.  Their  work  has  gone  on  just  the  same  during 
the  summer.  A  thoroughly  patriotic  spirit  was  shown  in  the  many 
activities  suggested  by  the  national  and  state  departments. 

During  the  winter  and  spring  we  had  a  number  of  community  sing- 
ing meetings  which  were  well  attended  by  the  public. 

The  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,653,  an  increase  of  100  over  the 
previous  year.  Of  this  number  351  were  in  the  high  school,  an  in- 
crease of  30  over  the  previous  year.  A  class  of. 46  graduated  from 
the  high  school  and  a  class  of  88  are  entering  the  high  school  from  the 
grades. 

Work  at  present  is  organized  so  that  we  have  departmental  teaching 
in  all  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades.  We  are  preparing  to  harmonize 
this  work  with  the  ninth  grade  in  order  to  easily  pass  from  one  grade 
to  another  no  matter  what  the  grades  shall  be.  It  surely  is  good 
pedagogy  to  harmonize  any  one  grade  with  the  succeeding  one. 

Medical  inspection  with  follow  up  work  by  an  interested  lady  of 
the  town  and  the  school  nurse  meant  much  more  than  the  ordinary 
inspection  generally  does.  Practically  all  cases  reported  were  fol- 
lowed up  until  closed. 

Evening  vocation  schools  were  organized  again,  opening  the  latter 
part  of  October  and  continuing  to  the  middle  of  April.  In  addition 
to  the  classes  organized  the  previous  year,  commercial  courses  were 
offered  in  shorthand,  bookkeeping  and  typewriting.  These  classes 
were  well  patronized  and  at  the  beginning  were  larger  than  we  could 
handle.  The  unusual  demand  for  these  lines  of  business  could  not 
be  fully  met. 

The  new  building  in  process  of  construction  will  not  be  completed 
for  use  at  the  opening  of  the  term.  This  building  when  completed 
will  be  amply  large  enough  to  house  our  seventh  and  eighth  grade 
pupils  and  accommodate  our  proposed  Junior  and  Senior  high  schools. 
Until  we  can  use  the  new  building  we  are  obliged  to  overcrowd  the 
grade  rooms.  'The  average  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  is  entirely 
too  large  to  do  the  best  kind  of  work  but  just  as  soon  as  we  have 
the  room  this  defect  will  be  remedied. 

The  past  year  closed  our  third  term  as  superintendent  of  the  bor- 
ough schools.  During  this  time  we  received  continuously  the  un- 
qualified support  of  patrons,  directors,  the  general  public,  the  press, 
and,  not  least,  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  all  of  which 
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we  appreciate.  For  the  coming  term  we  are  looking  for  the  same 
kind  of  support  and  feel  the  same  obligation  for  the  best  that  is  in 
us. 


HANOVER— Andrew  J.  English. 


Frequent  interruptions  due  largely  to  the  present  unusual  condi- 
tions were  most  strikingly  characteristic  of  the  1917-18  term  of 
school.  Four  weeks  after  the  opening  of  school  the  draft  interfered 
and  made  substitutions  necessary.  A  lack  of  coal  imposed  a  vacation 
of  ten  days  in  January.  In  March  the  borough  superintendent  re- 
signed. The  present  incumbent,  who  also  finished  the  unexpired 
term,  consequently  has  only  partial  data  to  make  use  of  in  this 
report. 

The  high  school  enrollment  for  the  year  was  three  hundred  one, 
and  an  average  attendance  of  ninety-two  per  cent,  was  maintained 
during  the  year. 

The  course  of  study  remains  practically  unchanged.  A  classical, 
a  scientific,  and  a  commercial  course  are  offered.  The  best  justi- 
fication of  the  course  of  study  would  seem  to  be  that  it  meets  the  re- 
quirements of  the  community.  Out  of  a  class  of  forty-four,  seven- 
teen entered  college  and  four  normal  schools.  Either  the  classical 
or  the.  scientific  course  prepares  for  college.  It  might  be  added  that 
of  the  seventeen  from  the  1917  class  who  entered  college  not  one  was 
returned  a  failure  during  the  freshman  year.  From  the  same  class 
thirteen  took  up  some  form  of  clerical  work  for  which  the  commercial 
course  fitted  them.  One  became  a  teacher  and  one  is  studying  to 
become  a  professional  nurse.  This  accounts  for  eighty-two  per  cent. 
of  the  class. 

The  activities  of  the  Parent-Teacher  Association,  organized  the 
preceding  year,  have  been  continued  during  the  term.  An  afternoon 
meeting  was  held  in  each  of  the  grade  buildings  once  a  month  and 
an  evening  meeting  in  the  high  school  auditorium.  The  afternoon 
meetings  are  in  the  nature  of  a  conference.  The  chairman  of  the 
building  announces  a  topic  and  secures  some  patrons  to  open  the 
discussion.  The  remainder  of  the  hour  is  spent  in  informal  develop- 
ment of  the  ideas  offered  by  the  leader.  The  evening  meeting  is 
promoted  by  a  regular  program.  After  a  short  business  meeting 
several  numbers  are  generally  given  by  pupils  of  the  schools  and  the 
exercise  is  concluded  by  an  address  by  some  educator  or  prominent 
person. 
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A  Junior  Red  Cross  Auxiliary  was  organized  in  the  school  during 
the  year,  and  |233.55  was  contributed  in  cash  by  pupils.  Five  hun- 
dred and  ninety-six  garments  were  made  by  pupils  and  turned  in  to 
the  Red  Cross  Chapter.  The  manual  training  department  made 
packing  boxes  for  the  Red  Cross  articles.  Quantities  of  tin  and  lead 
foils  were  gathered  and  the  other  usual  auxiliary  work  carried  on. 

One  new  teacher  was  added  to  the  high  school  during  the  year. 
Numerous  improvements  were  made  and  additional  equipment  pro- 
vided all  of  which  may  be  a  matter  of  report  by  the  high  school  in- 
spector. 


HARRISBURG— F.  E.  Downes. 


The  extent  of  the  war  work  done  by  pupils  in  the  schools  of  Har- 
risburg  may  be  judged  from  the  following  tabulation:  Amount  in- 
vested in  Liberty  Bonds,  $131,100;  amount  invested  in  War  Saving 
and  Thrift  Stamps,  about  |40,000;  memberships  in  National  Red 
Cross,  1,627 ;  Junior  Red  Cross,  8,936 ;  total  Red  Cross  contributions, 
15  211.65;  contributions  to  Y.  M.  C.  A.  fund,  |2,000;  Red  Cross 
articles  completed,  3,360 ;  war  and  home  gardens,  3,432.  Government 
lessons  on  Community  and  National  Life,  conservation  lessons,  etc., 
were  given  consistently  throughout  the  year.  Pupils  engaged  in  war 
poster  work,  farm  work,  manual  training  service,  postal  service,  draft 
board  service,  various  drives  for  war  funds,  collecting  books  and 
magazines  for  soldiers,  etc. 

The  shortage  of  teachers  which  is  being  generally  experienced  has 
affected  Harrisburg  to  some  extent,  though  not  so  seriously  as  might 
be  supposed.  We  have  been  able  to  fill  all  vacancies  promptly,  with 
very  few  exceptions.  The  new  and  greatly  improved  salary  schedule, 
adopted  one  year  ago,  doubtless  aided  in  keeping  our  quota  full. 

About  seventy-five  of  our  teachers  are  attending  summer  schools, 
and  more  than  one  hundred  fifty  supported  and  attended  college 
courses  during  the  winter.  Our  final  salary  maximum  is  based  on 
extra  college  or  university  credit. 

Social  centre  work  was  succes.sfully  conducted  in  two  centres  dur- 
ing the  year.  A  special  supervisor  has  been  employed  to  take  over 
all  school  community  activities  next  year.  He  will  devote  himself, 
in  large  measure,  in  the  immediate  future,  to  Americanization  work. 

Our  board  has  committed  itself  to  the  6-3-3  plan  of  school  organi- 
zation. Two  new  junior  high  schools  are  now  in  process  of  con- 
struction and  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  a 
year  hence.      These  two  schools  will  cost  approximately  |750,000.    A 
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third  junior  school,  a  new  senior  high  school,  and  other  important 
improvements,  were  included  in  the  original  building  plan,  but  their 
construction  has  definitely  been  postponed  until  after  the  war.  A 
fine  new  open  air  school  will  be  opened  in  September. 

Upon  the  completion  of  the  tv^^o  junior  high  schools,  above  men- 
tioned, j)upils  of  grades  7,  8  and  9  will  be  centralized  and  depart- 
mental teaching  will  become  general.  Until  now,  with  one  excep- 
tion, departmental  work  has  been  conducted  only  in  the  high  schools. 

At  present,  pupils  in  grades  1-7,  inclusive,  are  ijromoted  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  teacher.  Grade  8  pupils  are  now  examined 
for  admission  to  the  high  school,  but  eventually  this  formal  examina- 
tion will  be  abandoned.  In  the  high  schools,  formal  examinations 
for  promotion  are  held  in  various  subjects  at  the  discretion  of  the 
principal.  About  800  pupils  passed  their  examinations  in  June  for 
admission  to  the  high  school,  this  number  being  somewhat  more  than 
90  per  cent,  of  the  pupils  of  the  eighth  grade.  Our  high  school  en- 
rollment this  year  was  1,785,  or  14.1  per  cent  of  the  total  school  en- 
rollment. Our  high  school  enrollment  next  year,  will  approximate 
two  thousand. 

The  Courtis  tests  in  arithmetic  were  given  in  April,  the  results  be- 
ing generally  gratifying.  The  tests  enabled  us  to  discover  our  weak 
points  and  we  have  set  ourselves  to  strengthen  them.  Addition  seems 
to  need  attention,  while  in  substraction,  multiplication  and  division 
our  record  is  considerably^  above  the  average  of  other  cities. 

The  year,  in  spite  of  war  conditions  and  war  demands,  has  been 
measurably  satisfactory.  Harmony  has  prevailed,  and  all,  appar- 
ently, have  been  imbued  with  a  desire  to  contribute  their  best  in  the 
interest  of  those  for  whom  they  work — the  children  of  the  schools. 


HAZLETON— D.  A.  Harman. 


The  school  term  of  1917-18  closed  with  an  enrollment  of  6,785  pupils. 
Of  this  number  694  were  enrolled  in  the  High  School,  324  boys  and 
370  girls ;  5,600  in  the  grades,  2,843  and  2,757  girls ;  65  in  the  prevoca- 
tional  school,  34  boys  and  31  girls;  37  in  the  Fresh  Air  School,  16 
boys  and  21  girls ;  and  389  in  the  Continuation  School,  147  boys  and 
242  girls. 

The  school  district  employed  a  corps  of  167  teachers  and  supervis- 
ors; 22  in  the  High  School,  3  in  the  Continuation  School,  4  in  the  pre- 
vocational  schools  and  132  in  the  other  grades,  together  with  6  super- 
visors. 
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In  1911  when  the  new  School  Code  went  into  effect  we  had  an  en- 
rollment of  4,816  pupils  and  a  teaching  force  of  109.  The  total  cost 
of  conducting  the  schools  during  the  term  of  1910-11,  exclusive  of 
buildings  and  repairs  was  |115,492;  for  1917-18,  the  cost  was  |185,100, 
an  increase  of  60%.  The  increase  of  enrollment  was  from  4,816  in 
1910-11  to  6.785  in  1917-18,  or  40%.  The  cost  per  pupil  in  1910-11 
was  |15.50  and  the  past  term  |21.30,  or  an  increase  of  37%.  When 
these  percentages  of  increase  are  compared  to  the  present  increased 
cost  of  living  it  will  be  seen  that  they  are  very  moderate.  The  con- 
tinued growth  of  our  city  has  necessitated  the  erection  of  additional 
school  buildings  to  such  an  extent  that  the  payment  of  bonds  as  they 
fall  due  and  the  annual  interest  upon  bonds  require  a  levy  of  at  least 
one  mill  annually.  The  recent  destruction  by  fire  of  our  splendidly 
equipped  Church  street  building  will  greatly  burden  the  school  dis- 
trict with  further  bonded  indebtedness  and  will  seriously  handicap 
our  work. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  schools  were  disorganized  by  the 
destruction  of  the  Church  street  building  and  the  necessity  for  part- 
time  schools  for  fully  one-third  of  the  pupils,  the  promotions  num- 
bered 4,565  at  the  close  of  the  term,  or  79%  of  the  number  enrolled 
the  last  month,  exclusive  of  the  continuation  schools.  The  percent- 
age of  promotions  was  increased  by  the  fact  that  early  in  the  term 
the  pupils  of  the  different  grades  were  closely  classified  in  all  build- 
ings containing  two  or  more  schools  of  the  same  grade.  The  re- 
sults of  this  "close  classification"should  be  still  more  evident  at  the 
close  of  the  next  school  term  as  many  children  should  be  able  to  "skip" 
a  grade  by  overlapping  the  lower  with  the  next  higher  grade.  The 
purpose  has  not  been  to  urge  children  beyond  their  strength,  but  to 
give  the  more  capable  pupils  an  opportunity  to  take  work  in  advance 
of  their  regular  grade  in  order  that  they  may  save  a  year's  time  in 
the  course  below  the  high  school.  Another  advantage  has  been  that 
the  teacher,  having  a  better  classified  school,  can  adapt  her  instruc- 
tion to  the  exact  needs  of  all  her  pupils. 

The  first  graduating  class  of  the  Pre-vocational  School,  consisting 
of  6  boys  and  6  girls,  received  their  certificates  at  the  close  of  the 
term.  The  girls  were  instructed  in  the  dfferent  subjects  of  our 
household  arts  course  and  the  boys  had  try  outs  in  sheetmetal  work, 
printing,  elementary  electrical  work,  woodworking  and  mechanical 
drawing.  These  courses  have  done  much  to  enable  the  young 
people  to  choose  their  life  work  and  to  fit  them  for  it.  This  kind  of 
work  is  liberally  supported  both  by  the  State  and  National  govern- 
ments. In  the  near  future,  we  hoj)e  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the 
tradesmen  and  manufacturers  of  Ihe  city,  by  which  our  boys  will  get 
actual  practice  in  the  shop,  supplementing  what  we  are  able  to  do  in 
the  schools.      The  school  of  the  past  has  done  too  little  for  the  boy 
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who  cannot  go  to  college ;  the  insistent  demand  of  the  present  is  that 
the  course  of  study  shall  not  only  train  the  mind  to  think  but  also 
the  hand  to  perform.  The  school  is  not  expected  to  turn  out  skilled 
craftsmen  any  more  than  it  can  produce  lawyers  or  doctors,  but  it 
can  and  should  give  every  boy  a  foundation  for  his  life's  work  and 
should  help  him  to  discover  at  an  early  age  what  that  life's  work  is. 

At  an  enthusiastic  meeting  of  citizens  held  in  the  Administration 
building,  it  was  unanimously  decided  that  the  school  district  should 
establish  evening  schools  for  the  special  training  of  men  who  expect 
to  enter  the  army.  Four  classes  were  organized — one  in  Eadio  and 
Buzzer  work,  one  in  Auto  Kepair,  one  in  Electrical  work  and  one  in 
Carpentry.  Scores  of  young  men  have  embraced  the  opportunity  of 
fitting  themselves  for  special  work  in  the  service  of  the  Government 
and  many  have  reported  that  they  have  had  preferred  classification 
by  reason  of  their  training. 

The  Hazleton  public  schools  have  taken  an  active  part  in  all  kinds 
of  "war  work."  Every  school  has  its  organization  of  the  Junior  Red 
Cross  and  has  assisted  in  the  sale  of  Liberty  Bonds  and  War  Savings 
Stamps;  in  all  forms  of  garment  making  for  soldiers  and  for  the 
needy  of  foreign  lands,  devastated  by  war;  in  campaigns  for  the 
War  Chest,  in  singing  festivals,  in  flag  raisings  throughout  the  city, 
in  patriotic  demonstrations,  etc. 

Among  those  who  have  gone  into  the  military  service  of  our  country 
are  six  of  our  men  teachers,  one  of  our  school  directors,  a  number  of 
high  school  students,  and  two  of  our  women  teachers.  Four  of  the 
six  men  in  our  industrial  department  have  gone  into  the  "Service," 
and,  as  yet,  we  have  not  been  able  to  replace  them.  This  will  be  a 
serious  handicap  in  our  pre-vocational  school  and  the  industrial  course 
in  our  high  school. 

Some  one  has  said,  "The  ends  sought  by  education  are  to  train  the 
mind  into  the  habit  of  clear  and  accurate  thinking,  to  accumulate  a 
body  of  useful  and  necessary  knowledge,  and  to  acquire  correct  habits 
of  conduct  and  behavior;  to  extend  the  field  of  useful  information 
and  acquire  that  breadth  of  knowledge  necessary  to  good  judgment 
and  to  overcome  prejudice ;  to  prepare  for  true  living,  home  building, 
and  intelligent  citizenship." 

To  accomplish  fully  these  and  other  desirable  ends,  many  things 
must  yet  be  incorporated  into  the  school  system  of  Hazleton.  Judg- 
ing from  the  past,  however,  and  with  my  knowledge  of  the  loyalty  of 
the  present  board  to  the  public  schools,  I  am  confident  that  the  neces- 
sary steps  will  be  taken  from  time  to  time  that  will  give  our  boys 
and  girls  opportunities  to  prepare  for  life's  work  that  will  place 
them  on  a  par  with  those  of  other  communities  of  similar  financial 
ability  to  that  of  Hazleton. 
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HAZLE  TOWNSHIP  (Luzerne  County)— Joseph  B.  Gabrio 


The  schools  of  Hazle  township  made  commendable  progress  dnr- 
ing  the  last  year. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  school  year  just  closed,  it  is  most 
gratifying  to  note  the  many  evidences  of  loyal  support  to  the  various 
war  actvities.  The  patrons  and  the  school  children  have  responded 
generousl}^  and  enthusiastically  to  every  call  of  the  Nation. 

War  Savings  Societies  have  been  organized  among  the  teachers  and 
in  the  schools.  Practically  every  child  in  our  schools  is  a  member 
of  the  Junior  Eed  Cross.  The  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps  and  of  Liberty 
Bonds  has  been  very  satisfactory,  and  shows  conclusively  a  desire 
among  the  people  of  the  district  to  support  the  government  to  the 
limit  of  their  ability.  These  activities  are  being  carried  on  during 
the  vacation  season  and  are  under  the  directon  of  some  of  our  teach- 
ers. 

Many  of  our  population  are  of  foreign  extraction  but  their  expres- 
sions of  loyalty  to  the  institutions  of  democracy  are  not  only  sub- 
stantial and  sacrificial  but  also  admirable  and  exemplary.  Many 
have  felt  the  oppressive  hand  of  the  autocrat  and  tyrant,  and  are 
anxious  to  assist  in  his  final  dethronement.  They  are  true,  loyal 
Americans. 

A  splendid  spirit  of  co-operation  exists,  and  every  new  responsi- 
bility of  the  schools  is  met  with  a  seriousness  of  purj)ose,  and  is 
patriotically  performed. 

It  is  difficult  to  mention,  in  detail,  the  various  methods  employed 
in  the  different  war  activities,  especially  in  a  brief  report  of  this 
character,  nevertheless,  I  cannot  refrain  from  making  reference  to 
the  great  interest  shown  in  war  gardens. 

Daylight  saving  has  furnished  the  opportunity  for  the  expression  of 
a  desire  to  assist  the  government  in  adjusting  the  difficult  problem 
of  food  supi>ly  and  food  distribution. 

The  ready  compliance  of  our  people  to  the  wishes  of  the  food  ad- 
ministration is  highly  commendable.  Every  available  space  has 
been  secured  for  cultivation,  and  the  results  have  been  profitable  and 
remedial.  The  school  officials  and  the  mine  authorities  have  ren- 
dered assistance  and  encouragement  along  this  line  of  patriotic  en- 
deavor. 

Realizing  that  the  spirit  of  patriotism  needs  an  inspiring  back- 
ground, I  have  introduced  community  singing  in  several  centers  of 
the  district.  The  meetings  were  held  at  school  buildings  and  freely 
advertised  by  conspicuous  posters  in  the  entire  district.      The  throngs 
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that  assembled  and  the  interest  aroused  and  manifested  have  con- 
vinced me  of  the  inspirational  value  of  these  meetings,  and  I  shall 
endeavor  to  employ  the  whole  district  in  this  movement  as  soon  as 
conditions  permit.  I  attribute  much  of  our  success  in  the  various 
war  activities  to  the  inspiration  instilled  by  these  community  gath- 
erings. Here  is  where  the  fires  of  patriotism  are  rekindled  and  where 
the  spirit  of  devotion  to  native  land  is  more  firmly  rooted. 

The  demands  of  the  war  have  not  interferred  materially  with  the 
usual  duties  of  the  schools.  It  seems  to  me,  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  energy  displayed  in  carryng  out  our  new  duties  incident  to 
the  war,  has  also  stimulated  our  purely  educational  endeavors.  We 
have  all  been  lifted  to  planes  of  greater  op])ortunity ;  our  vision  has 
been  enlarged;  our  responsibilities  have  been  more  clearly  outlined; 
and,  as  a  result,  we  have  carried  much  of  this  new  feeding  into  the 
fields  of  our  educational  labors.  Our  school  system  has  been  en- 
dowed with  a  nobler  spirit  and  a  nobler  purpose. 

Amid  the  constant  demands  made  upon  a  community  for  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  the  war,  it  is  important  that  the  children 
should  not  be  neglected  by  virtue  of  their  dependent  position  upon 
those  who  carry  on  the  war  activities. 

The  future  of  the  Nation  must  not  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  present 
conflict.  We  must  take  care  of  the  boys  and  the  girls.  In  fact, 
this  is  even  more  urgent  in  time  of  war  when  the  tendency  may  be  just 
the  contrary. 

High  wages  brings  strong  influence  upon  the  parents  to  have  the 
child  render  financial  assistance.  Many  parents  cannot,  or  think 
they  cannot,  keep  the  child  in  school  under  the  present  economic 
pressure. 

When  a  condition  arises  whereby  the  child  is  made  a  chattel  of 
profiteering,  it  is  very  important  to  counteract  the  menace,  either  by 
a  closer  interpretation  of  the  laws  regulating  child  labor  now  in  force, 
or  by  the  enactment  of  such  laws  which  shall  bring  about  a  proper 
protection  of  the  birthright  of  the  child.  No  nation  can  afl'ord  to 
handicap  its  childhood  under  any  circumstances. 

I  am  still  of  the  opinion  that  the  Child  Labor  Law  should  be  more 
rigidly  enforced  under  the  present  industrial  pressure.  A  proper 
adjustment  of  adult  labor  would  remove  much  of  the  present  demands 
for  child  labor,  and  thus  permit  him  to  remain  in  the  school  room — 
the  heritage  of  every  child.  If  the  child  is  prone  to  be  swept  from 
the  school  room  into  the  stream  of  industries  by  even  abnormal  con- 
ditions, it  is  quite  evident  that  he  has  not  come  into  his  own,  econom- 
ically. 

Our  teachers  as  a  rule  are  showing  a  professional  spirit  and  are 
taking  advantage  of  the  various  opportunities  for  improvement.  In 
recognition  of  this  fact,  and  also  due  to  the  high  cost  of  living,  the 
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school  board  has  substantially  increased  the  salaries  of__all  the  teach- 
ers. These  increases  average  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  per  cent.,  and 
as  a  result,  the  district  lost  no  good  teacher  on  account  of  salary. 
This  generous  attitude  of  the  board  is  worthy  of  commendation. 

The  Continuation  schools  have  been  fairly  well  attended  in  spite 
of  the  unusual  activity  of  the  mines  and  other  industrial  centers. 
The  future  of  these  training  schools  cannot  be  too  strongly  empha- 
sized, and  it  is  very  essential  that  the  boys  and  girls  are  not  hindered 
by  the  employer  from  obtaining  the  benefits  which  these  schools 
afford. 

New  buildings  are  in  the  process  of  erection  and  others  are  planned 
for  where  necessary.  The  increased  cost  of  building  material  can- 
not relieve  school  officials  from  performing  their  duties  to  the  boys 
and  the  girls. 

The  conscientious  school  official  never  loses  sight  of  the  necessary 
requirements  of  the  child.  Childhood  does  not  linger  and  it  must  be 
served  during  its  passing,  regardless  of  hindering  circumstances.  I 
am  glad  to  state  that  the  members  of  the  board  are  ever  mindful  of 
their  sacred  obligation  to  the  children  under  their  care.  School 
grounds  are  being  beautified  and  made  as  attractive  to  the  children 
and  the  community  as  an  economic  policy  permits. 

In  conclusion,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  state  that  I  have  the 
hearty  support  of  the  members  of  the  board  in  every  cause  where 
duty  calls  me  to  enlist  the  willing  services  of  the  teachers  and  the 
scholars  at  the  call  of  the  nation. 

There  is  a  general  response  and  a  loyal  co-operation  in  every  activ- 
ity undertaken  by  the  district.  This  splendid  manifestation  of 
patriotism  is  not  only  pleasing  to  an  official  but  it  also  inspires  him 
to  increase  his  efforts  to  meet  more  promptly  and  fully  the  various 
requests  and  needs  of  the  government. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for  its  gen- 
erous assistance  and  co-operation. 


HOMESTEAD— Landis  Tanger. 


The  numerous  and  varied  problems  confronting  the  American 
people  at  the  present  time  gives  opportunity  for  vitalizing  the  work 
of  the  public  schools.  Superintendents  and  teachers  should  welcome 
these  problems  as  a  means  for  making  the  schools  a  more  positive 
social  force.  The  teaching  accomplished  through  the  "Junior  Red 
Cross  Activities,"  the  care  of  "War  Gardens,"  the  sale  of  "Thrift 
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Stamps"  and  ^'Liberty  Bonds"  in  the  Homestead  public  schools  has 
emphasized  aims  in  education  that  were  diificult  to  set  up  during 
times  of  peace.  They  have  created  a  more  serious  attitude  toward 
study  and  a  better  co-operative  spirit.  The  lessons  through  these 
activities  have  been  the  means  of  testing  out  the  loyalty  of  many 
homes  to  our  government.  The  child  in  many  instances  became  the 
teacher  of  the  parent.  On  the  whole,  the  solution  to  the  problem  of 
Americanization,  while  it  is  a  large  one,  is  a  very  hopeful  one. 

The  tendency  of  teachers  to  seek  positions  in  other  lines  of  work : — 
The  opening  of  the  coming  school  term  finds  one-third  of  our  teach- 
ing force  to  be  new  in  our  system.  A  number  of  those  employed  last 
year  have  secured  positions  in  other  lines  of  work  or  have  retired 
from  the  profession.  While  many  of  our  teachers  were  not  generally 
satisfied  with  the  wages  paid,  during  this  first  year  of  the  war,  they 
have  entered  into  the  spirit  of  the  ''War  Work"  in  the  school  with 
commendable  zeal,  and  at  the  same  time,  have  carried  on  the  regular 
work  of  the  school  with  the  usual  standard  of  excellence. 

Standards  and  measurements: — During  the  past  year  we  made  a 
careful  study  of  age-grade  and  progress-grade  records  of  our  schools. 
The  results  show  that  a  large  number  of  retarded  children  drop  out 
of  school  on  completing  the  sixth  grade,  and  very  few  retarded  chil- 
dren remain  to  complete  the  high  school  course.  Ketardation  among 
boys  and  girls  is  about  the  same.  At  the  beginning  and  the  close  of 
the  school  term  we  ran  standard  tests  in  arithmetic  from  the  fourth 
to  the  eighth  grade  and  standard  tests  in  silent  reading  from  the 
second  to  the  sixth  grade.  At  the  middle  of  the  school  term  we  ran 
the  Kansas  Standard  Reading  tests  from  the  third  grade  through 
the  high  school.  The  charts  and  tables  showing  the  results  of  these 
tests  are  a  great  aid  in  studying  the  mental  growth  of  children  along 
the  lines  in  which  they  are  tested  as  well  as  in  making  comparisons 
and  revealing  individual  differences  along  various  lines  of  endeavor. 
The  value  of  standards  for  school  work  lies  in  the  fact  that  their 
use  reveals  to  the  child,  the  teacher,  and  the  supervisor  points  of 
strength  and  weakness  that  are  generally  overlooked  where  cruder 
methods  of  investigation  were  used. 

Improvements: — During  the  year  the  school  board  purchased  two 
sites  for  the  purpose  of  building  school  houses.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  school  year  the  citizens  of  the  district  voted  a  bond  issue  of  1160,- 
000  for  the  erection  of  an  annex  to  the  Central  School  Building. 
While  the  erection  of  this  building  may  not  be  begun  at  present  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  labor,  temporary  buildings  are  being  con- 
structed to  provide  for  the  increased  attendance  of  the  coming  school 
term. 

The  problems  of  the  Homestead  school  district  are  such  that  de- 
mand careful  study  in  order  that  proper  economy  may  be  exercised 
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to  produce  the  best  results  in  the  education  of  its  children.  The 
hearty  co-operation  of  the  school  board,  the  supervisory  and  teaching 
forces  and  the  home  can  do  much  to  provide  adequate  educational 
opportunities  for  those  who  need  them,  under  what  may  seem  to  be 
very  adverse  conditions. 


HUNTINGDON  BOROUGH— E.  R.  Barclay. 


Since  I  had  but  twenty-two  days  as  superintendent  in  which  to  ob- 
serve the  work  of  the  Huntingdon  schools,  my  report  necessarily  must 
be  brief. 

Our  schools  closed  a  nine  month  term,  Tuesday,  May  28th,  when 
twenty-one  boys  and  twenty-nine  girls  were  given  the  diploma  of  the 
high  school.  Of  this  number,  nineteen  were  from  the  commercial 
course,  and  they  have  since  obtained  employment  at  more  salary  than 
the  average  grade  teacher  in  the  schools  was  paid.  Possibly  twenty 
of  these  graduated  from  the  academic  course  will  enter  college  this 
fall.  Our  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,46.5,  of  which  278  were 
in  the  high  school. 

During  the  year  chemistr}^  and  a  commercial  course  were  added. 
Both  of  these  departments  are  liberally  provided  for  in  this  year's 
budget.  Sewing  and  a  graded  course  in  high  school  music  have  been 
features  of  our  high  school  for  years. 

The  schools  and  teachers  have  been  active  in  all  war  and  patriotic 
movements.  Excellent  records  were  made  in  the  work  of  the  Red 
Cross,  Y.  M.  0.  A.  and  Thrift  Stamp  Sales.  A  flourishing  Parent- 
Teacher  Association  did  much  for  the  betterment  of  the  schools. 
School  gardens  are  numerous  and  promising.  School  children  are 
fast  learning  the  lessons  of  thrift,  responsibility  and  manual  labor. 

Medical  inspection  of  school  children  was  made  early  in  the  year. 
The  most  notable  improvement  resulting  from  this  work  was  in  the 
care  and  improvement  of  the  teeth  and  eyes.  A  school  dental  roll  of 
honor  was  the  stimulus  for  better  teeth.  While  much  good  came 
from  the  reports  of  the  examining  physicians,  much  more  could  have 
been  done  if  we  had  the  service  of  a  trained  nurse  to  follow  up  their 
recommendations. 

Whatever  of  success  or  achievement  made  by  our  schools,  must  be 
accredited  to  my  predecessor,  Prof.  W.  M.  Rife  and  his  able  corps  of 
teachers. 
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JEANNETTE— E.  W.  Long. 


Our  schools  opened  last  September  with  an  increase  of  thirty-five  in 
the  total  enrollment.  During  the  last  three  years  we  have  opened 
nine  new  rooms  and  have  not  erected  any  new  school  buildings.  This 
increase  in  our  school  population  was  taken  care  of  by  carefully 
reorganizing  the  buildings  already  in  use.  There  is  a  great 
need  for  a  new  school  building  but  on  account  of  conditions  arising 
from  the  needs  of  the  nation  at  war,  it  does  not  seem  advisable  to 
attempt  to  build  at  present. 

Kealizing  that  the  changing  conditions  are  demanding  some  changes 
in  the  courses  which  a  school  should  olfer,  our  board  of  directors  has 
arranged  for  courses  in  sewing  and  cooking  for  the  coming  year. 
There  is  a  growing  desire  on  the  part  of  both  directors  and  patrons 
for  a  full  course  in  Industrial  Arts  which  we  hardly  see  how  to 
supply  so  long  as  the  present  conditions  governing  labor  and  ma- 
terials continue. 

Our  entire  sj^stem  has  been  loyal  to  the  needs  of  the  nation  at  war. 
We  have  lost  a  number  of  our  teachers  through  enlistment  in  the 
army.  Those  who  remained,  at  some  time  during  the  year,  aided  in 
campaigns  for  the  Senior  Eed  Cross,  for  the  Junior  Red  Cross,  for 
Tuberculosis  Seals,  for  the  Liberty  Loan  Bonds,  for  the  War  Saving 
Stamps,  the  Junior  Four  Minute  Men,  and  the  School  Gardens.  In 
addition  to  this  the  teachers  found  time  to  do  well  the  regular  work 
of  the  school.  These  additional  activities  were  so  interwoven  with 
the  regular  work  that  they  proved  a  stimulus  rather  than  a  hindrance 
to  its  progress. 

A  definite  course  of  study  has  been  completed  for  the  first  eight 
years  of  the  school.  This  is  not  intended  to  limit  or  narrow  the  work 
of  the  teacher  but  is  given  in  such  a  way  that  it  serves  as  a  guide  and 
a  help. 

The  schools  have  been  able  to  maintain  a  good  Lyceum  Course  at  a 
nominal  rate  which  has  been  favorably  received  by  our  patrons. 

The  excellent  work  in  music  which  has  been  done  in  our  schools  for 
the  past  years  is  showing  satisfactory  results  and  is  being  continued 
in  the  same  efficient  manner.  The  orchestra,  glee  clubs,  choruses  and 
other  musical  organizations  lend  interest  and  enthusiasm  to  the  school 
work. 

During  the  last  year  our  night  school  was  larger  than  any  year 
since  it  was  started.      Three  departments  were  mantained,  one  for 
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foreigners,  one  for  adults  seeking  to  continue  their  grammar  school 
work  and  a  business  course.  During  the  coming  year  we  are  plan- 
ning to  give  courses  also  in  cooking  and  sewing  at  night  school. 

We  regret  that  the  excellent  work  that  has  been  done  in  Jeannette 
in  medical  inspection  has  been  temporarily  discontinued.  We  hoped 
to  have  medical  inspection  during  the  coming  year  but  in-as-much 
as  so  many  of  our  physicians  are  now  with  the  colors,  it  is  doubtful 
if  this  important  work  can  be  carried  out. 

In  the  trying  situation  involving  adjustment  between  the  high 

"cost  of  living  and  salaries,  our  board  has  pursued  a  liberal  policy  with 

the  teachers.      Liberal  increases  in  salaries  have  been  granted  and  our 

salaries  now  compare  favorably  with  the  highest  paid  salaries  of  this 

county  and  considerably  above  the  average. 

During  the  past  year  our  teachers  met  every  other  week  for  ex- 
perimental teaching  and  advanced  professional  study.  Our  pro- 
fessional spirit  is  steadily  growing  and  we  continue  to  seek  out  the 
best  wherever  we  can  find  it  and  incorporate  it  in  our  own  schools. 

We  view  the  future  with  much  concern.  It  will  be  a  great  prob- 
lem to  solve  the  conjested  condition  here  and  at  the  same  time  to 
continue  to  pay  such  salaries  to  the  teachers  that  will  insure  the  con- 
tinued welfare  of  the  schools. 

I  take  this  occasion  to  thank  the  Department  for  their  continued 
courtesy  and  advice  and  also  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  sup- 
port and  active  co-operation  that  I  have  received  from  my  board  of 
directors. 


JOHNSTOWN— H.  J.  Stockton. 


Vocational  and  Continuation  Schools. 

Johnstown  was  one  of  the  first  cities  in  the  State  to  meet  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Smith-Hughes'  bill  and  the  State  statutes  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  Vocational  Training.  Our  needs  were  ably  delineated  in 
an  industrial  and  vocational  survey  of  our  city  conducted  by  E.  L. 
Bowman,  the  supervisor  of  industrial  training  in  Pennsylvania.  His 
recommendations  are  being  carried  out.  A  building  has  been  set 
aside  for  the  continuation  and  vocational  school  activities.  The 
Continuation  School  has  been  put  on  an  efficient  basis  under  the 
principalship  of  Mr.  James  B.  Killius.  A  purely  vocational  course  in 
the  foundation  work  of  a  half  dozen  trades  has  been  established  for 
boys  who  are  fourteen  years  of  age  or  over  and  who  have  completed 
the  sixth  grade. 
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Building  Program. 

The  board  of  education  is  committeed  to  a  comprehensive  build- 
ing program  that  will  insure  three  Junior  High  School  centers  and 
a  new  Central  High  School  for  our  city.  The  foundations  for  one 
of  the  Junior  High  Schools  are  already  in  place.  However,  the 
progress  has  been  suspended  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  both  in 
this  and  our  other  building  projects. 

Teaching  Situation. 

To  meet  the  abnormal  conditions  imposed  upon  the  schools  by  the 
war,  the  board  of  education  decided  to  advance  the  salaries  of  the 
elementary  teachers  by  fifteen  dollars  a  month  in  the  form  of  a  bonus. 
The  adjustment  has  met  with  general  approval.  Substantial  in- 
creases for  principals  and  high  school  teachers  were  also  awarded. 

To  better  prepare  new  teachers  for  induction  into  our  schools,  there 
was  held  during  the  past  summer  the  first  annual  session  of  a  six 
weeks'  demonstration  school  under  the  direction  of  our  primary  and 
grammar  grade  supervisors.  Sixty-six  attended,  forty-three  being 
normal  or  high  school  graduates  and  twenty-three  teachers  of  experi- 
ence. An  enrollment  of  pupils  for  the  first,  fifth  and  sixth  grades 
was  secured  whom  the  instructors  taught  by  way  of  demonstration 
or  whom  the  "would  be"  teachers  taught  under  observation.  At  a 
conference  hour  the  classroom  experiences  were  discussed  and 
evaluated.  We  are  enthusiastic  over  the  results  and  possibilities  of 
this  innovation. 

High  School. 

The  most  important  advances  made  in  the  High  School  were  the 
adoption  of  a  new  system  of  grading  and  of  standardization  of  teach- 
ers' marks,  the  granting  of  credit  for  quality,  the  revision  of  course 
of  study  in  History,  experimental  classes  in  Latin  and  Mathematics, 
and  a  general  revision  of  the  program  of  studies. 

Junior  High  School. 

The  Junior  BUgh  School  program  of  study  has  also  been  revised 
and  the  various  departments  have  worked  out  their  courses  in  syllabi 
form.  Three-fourths  of  the  pupils  of  the  Junior  High  School  are 
pursuing  the  Industrial  and  Commercial  Curricula.  The  community 
in  which  the  school  is  located  supplies  a  large  part  of  our  working 
population. 

War  Work. 

War  work  has  occupied  a  prominent  place  in  the  school  activities. 
I  summarize  below  tangible  evidences  of  what  our  schools  have  done. 
Even  more  will  be  accomplished  this  year.      Junior  Ked  Cross  war 
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work  membersMp,  |2,872.56,— 9,490  members;  Thrift  and  War  Sav- 
ings Stamps  sales,  |46,T78.75;  Belgian  Relief  Fund,  |735.84;  other 
relief  funds  (Red  Cross,  French  Orphan  fund,  Children's  Army  of 
America  Relief  fund,  Armenian  Relief  fund,  Syrian  Relief  fund,  Smile- 
age  Books,  Woman's  Relief  Corps),  |1,196.92;  total  |51,084.07. 


JUNIATA— M.  B.  Wineland. 


Notwithstanding  the  many  special  activities  entered  into  because  of 
the  war,  the  Juniata  schools  have  maintained  the  same  standard  with 
regard  to  the  regular  school  curriculum  as  in  other  years.  This 
meant  a  great  deal  of  extra  effort  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  other 
school  employes,  and  it  is  a  real  pleasure  to  state  that  we  had  the 
hearty  co-operation  of  all. 

Enrollment. 

The  enrollment  in  the  upper  grades  and  the  high  school  was  slightly 
lower  than  last  year  owing  to  the  demand  for  workers  in  the  mills, 
factories  and  shops.  The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,811 
with  225  in  the  high  school.  Our  per  cent,  of  attendance  was  good 
considering  that  an  epidemic  of  measles  broke  out  early  in  the  spring 
months. 

About  the  middle  of  April  twenty-two  boys  from  the  high  school 
joined  the  Boys'  Working  Reserve  and  served  their  country  by  doing 
farm  work.  Several  boys  took  training  at  State  College  and  expect 
to  remain  on  farms  until  school  opens  in  September.  The  superin- 
tendent and  high  school  faculty  arranged  to  give  full  credit  to  the 
boys  on  the  following  conditions :  1.  Students  must  have  an  average 
of  at  least  75%  in  all  subjects.  2.  They  must  furnish  a  certificate 
of  employment  from  their  employer.  3.  They  must  continue  in  their 
employment  until  the  close  of  the  school  term.  4.  They  must  furnish 
a  statement  from  their  employer  with  regard  to  their  work,  appli- 
cation, etc. 

Teachers. 

One  of  the  difficulties  experienced  during  the  year  was  the  reten- 
tion of  experienced  teachers.  Our  teachers  were  all  given  increases 
in  salary  last  year,  but  the  splendid  inducement  offered  by  the  P.  R. 
R.  Co.,  resulted  in  our  receiving  a  number  of  resignations.  Some 
resigned  to  accept  positions  in  the  civil  service  department  of  the 
government.       These  vacancies  in  a  number  of  instances  had  to  be 
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filled  with  inexperienced  teachers.  Until  such  time  when  teachers' 
salaries  will  be  increased  commensurate  with  those  in  other  lines  of 
work  we  may  expect  these  conditions. 

A  number  of  our  teachers  who  are  not  college  or  normal  graduates 
are  attending  summer  sessions  of  school  and  are  making  earnest 
efforts  to  secure  permanent  State  certificates. 

Commercial  Course. 

Eealizing  the  necessity  of  and  the  demand  for  commercial  subjects 
in  our  high  school,  a  commercial  course  was  inaugurated  at  the  open- 
ing of  last  term.  Not  only  regular  day  students  were  enrolled  in 
the  course,  but  a  number  of  young  people  who  graduated  from  the 
general  course  and  who  are  working  arranged  to  take  one  or  two 
periods  a  day  in  shorthand  and  typewriting.  A  night  school  with 
an  enrollment  of  eighteen  students  in  the  course  was  opened  early 
in  the  fall  and  continued  until  the  first  of  May.  With  the  present 
demand  for  stenographers,  the  commercial  course  promises  to  be 
especially  popular  during  the  coming  year. 

Departmental  Teaching. 

Departmental  teaching  has  been  in  vogue  in  our  grammar  schools 
for  the  last  eight  years.  Kesults  have  been  all  that  we  could  expect. 
Last  year  we  planned  to  try  out  the  departmental  work  in  the  inter- 
mediate grades  of  two  buildings,  and  the  results  were  so  satisfactory 
that  we  contemplate  extending  the  organization  throughout  all  in- 
termediate schools. 

School  Gardens. 

More  interest  in  garden  work  was  shown  last  spring  than  usual 
due  to  better  organization.  Early  in  the  spring  the  school  board 
appointed  a  supervisor  for  the  gardens  and  a  text  book  was  placed 
in  the  hands  of  upper  grade  pupils.  Through  suggestions  received 
from  the  Bureau  of  Education  at  Washington,  D.  C,  the  pupils  were 
organized  into  what  was  called  a  "School  Garden  Army."  Regular 
enlistment  cards  were  received  and  signed  up  by  the  pupils  interested 
in  garden  work.  Each  school  has  its  own  organization  of  officers, 
namely :  Captain,  and  First  and  Second  Lieutenants  with  the  teachers 
as  su^pervisors.  This  organization  among  the  pupils  has  meant  much 
for  the  success  of  the  garden. 

High  School  German. 

Because  of  the  sentiment  among  students  and  patrons  against 
everything  German,  and  recognizing  the  fact  that  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  secure  satisfactory  results  under  these  conditions  we 
deemed  it  wise  to  close  all  first  year  German  classes  at  the  end  of 
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the  eighth  month.       Second  year  classes  finished  the  work  of  the 
year.      French  and  Spanish  will  be  substituted  for  German  this  year. 

Professional  Growth  of  Teachers. 

Three  reading  circles  were  organized  in  the  Juniata  teaching  corps 
last  year,  one  by  the  primary  grade  teachers,  another  by  the  inter- 
mediate grade  teachers,  and  the  third  by  the  grammar  and  high 
school  teachers.  Each  circle  met  twice  each  month  and  each  used 
a  different  book  for  reading  and  for  the  basis  of  their  discussion. 
The  primary  grade  teachers  read  and  discussed  Swift's  "Youth  and 
the  Race,"  the  intermediate,  Klapper's  "The  Teaching  of  Arithmetic," 
and  the  upper  grades  and  high  school,  McMurray's  "How  to  Study 
and  Teaching  How  to  Study."  In  addition  to  the  above,  grade 
conferences  were  held  and  conferences  on  special  subjects,  as  music, 
drawings,  writing,  etc.  In  all  this  work  teachers  proved  themselves 
alert  and  anxious  to  improve. 

Liberty  Bonds  and  Thrift  Stamps. 

Juniata  teachers  and  pupils  purchased  approximately  |20,000  worth 
of  Liberty  Bonds  and  Thrift  Stamps  up  to  the  close  of  the  second 
school  year.  A  period  of  ten  minutes  each  week  was  devoted  by 
each  teacher  to  the  sale  of  Thrift  Stami:)S.  Several  schools  obligated 
themselves  to  purchase  twenty-five  dollars  worth  of  stamps  each 
week.      This  work  will  be  carried  on  after  the  close  of  the  term. 

Some  of  the  other  special  activities  of  the  schools  during  the  year 
were:  Red  cross  work,  a  study  of  food  and  the  war,  a  study  of  Na- 
tional and  Community  Civics,  organization  of  Junior  Four  Minute 
Men,  etc. 

We  express  our  gratuitude  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
for  its  co-operation  and  assistance  during  the  year. 


KANE— H.  O.  Dietrick. 


All  the  war  activities  have  proven  to  be  100%  patriotic.  The  para- 
mount problem  worked  out  during  the  year  was  the  Opportunity 
Classes.  Due  to  the  limit  of  words  to  be  included  in  this  report  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  give  even  a  slight  idea  of  the  value  of  this 
work,  but  will  say  that  any  one  so  desiring  may  have  full  details 
of  the  plans,  aims  and  results  by  writing  to  me.  Also  the  statistics 
of  Scientific  Child  Accounting  as  introduced  two  years  ago,  upon 
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which  results  the  Opportunity  Classes  were  organized,  may  be  read 
in  the  Proceedings  of  Schoolmen's  Week  for  the  year  1917-18,  pub- 
lished by  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

Two  years  ago  57%  of  our  children  were  retarded.  Three  hun- 
dred children  passed  through  our  hands  during  the  spring  of  1917 
by  the  administration  of  the  Binet  test  and  form  board.  This  showed 
116  of  these  needed  special  training.  These  were  placed  in  Oppor- 
tunity classes.  Three  classes  contained  children  from  the  first  four 
grades,  while  the  fourth  contained  those  from  the  fifth  and  sixth 
grades.  This  four-th  class  was  the  most  hopeless  because  most  of 
them  had  reached  puberty,  after  which  no  new  instincts  arise  and  is 
particularly  hard  to  develop  and  form  new  habits.  After  the  teach- 
ers were  selected  to  take  charge  of  these  children,  special  instructions 
were  given  to  them  which  I  am  unable  to  give  here,  but  I  might  say 
that  they  were  rather  unique.  All  of  these  teachers  were  supervised 
by  Miss  Johnson  who  was  trained,  for  this  kind  of  work  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania. 

Books  and  book  work  had  been  dinned  into  the  heads  of  these 
poor  victims  at  home  and  in  school.  They  had  been  sneered  at  and 
laughed  at,  punished  by  enemies  and  friends  alike,  until  they 
had  not  one  grain  or  tittle  of  self-confidence  left ;  or  if  one  or  two 
had  left  an  idea  that  he  could  do  something,  it  was  something  rebel- 
lious that  might  make  some  one  else  suffer  as  he  had  suffered.  With- 
out a  single  exception,  the  conduct  was  cowardly,  sneaky,  deceitful, 
some  very  much  so,  others  very  slightly. 

We  questioned  every  old  time  fact  and  dogma.  We  used  our  com- 
mon sense  and  deferred  to  no  authority  in  our  judgments.  We  saw 
exactly  what  would  happen — ^that  within  a  very  short  time  most  of 
these  boys  and  girls  would  be  out  in  the  world  trying  to  make  their 
way  in  the  world  of  business  and  industry.  We  knew  that  they 
must  learn  to  make  a  business  deal,  to  count  and  change  money,  to 
write  a  letter,  to  meet  their  fellow  humans  not  as  inferiors  and 
sneaks  but  as  equals,  fairly  and  on  the  level. 

One  of  our  teachers  remarked,  "It  is  people  not  problems  they 
must  meet  in  life."  The  children  invariably  when  asked,  where  have 
you  received  most  benefit  during  your  school  life  in  your  regular 
grade  or  in  the  Opportunity  Class?  would  answer,  "in  the  Oppor- 
tunity Class."  They  liked  the  work,  the  way  they  were  treated. 
Many  of  them  for  the  first  time  in  their  life  were  made  to  feel  that 
they  .really  were  real  people  with  feelings  and  needs  just  as  any  one 
else — even  though  they  were  mentally  not  as  alert  as  many  other 
people.  We  believe  that  every  one  of  these  children  is  better  able 
to  meet  both  people  and  problems  than  he  was  before  entering  the 
Opportunity  Class.  Every  one  of  these  retarded  pupils  has  been 
placed  in  his  or  her  proper  sphere — some  were  operated  upon  for 
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adenoids,  tonsils  removed,  speech  defects  remedied,  etc.,  and  one  even 
was  so  far  out  of  his  sphere  that  vt^e  found  it  essential  for  his  own 
Avelfare  to  be  taken  to  an  asylum.  We  have  answered  the  call  of  these 
children  '^Come  over  and  help  us,"  and  besides  have  lowered  the  per- 
centage of  retardation  from  57%  to  16%  within  two  years  time.  Four 
or  five  hundred  children  have  been  brought  up  to  grade  and  if  they 
each  were  one  year  retarded  it  meant  at  least  four  hundred  years  of 
school  life  saved.  We  have  given  the  people  of  Kane  that  many 
years  of  fresh  young  child  life,  all  for  a  bare  livelihood.  We  have 
proven  to  the  public  that  uniformity  is  the  worst  thing  any  school 
system  can  follow;  also  that  every  child  has  an  individuality  of  its 
own  which  needs  to  be  cared  and  fostered  in  order  to  bring  out  what 
is  best  in  that  child. 

Note: — American  School  Board  Journal  for  Oct.  1917;  Proceedings 
of  Schoolmen's  Week  for  the  years  1917  and  1918 ;  Pamphlet  on  Child 
Accounting,  all  contain  valuable  statistics  upon  which  these  Oppor- 
tunity Classes  are  based. 


KITTANNING— Ira  M.  <Jast. 


Kindly  consider  the  following  my  report  for  the  Kittanning  School 
District  1917-18.  The  work  of  our  schools  during  the  past  year  has 
been  largely  interrupted  because  of  the  loss  by  fire  of  our  largest 
school  building  on  January  14.  Subsequently  it  has  been  necessary 
to  overcrowd  our  high  school  building  and  run  several  elementary 
rooms  on  part  time.  However,  for  the  coming  year  plans  have  been 
devised  for  the  best  interests  of  the  children  as  far  as  possible  until 
the  new  building  is  erected. 

In  spite  of  the  unavoidable  interruptions  our  schools  may  be  proud 
of  the  large  amount  of  work  done  by  each  school  in  war  activities, 
Junior  Red  Cross  and  in  the  sale  of  War  Savings  Stamps.  All  of  the 
children,  particularly  in  our  Fourth  Ward  elementary  schools  are 
members  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross.  The  high  school  through  one  en- 
tertainment contributed  |275.00  to  the  Red  Cross. 

The  shortage  of  teachers  has  not  affected  us  here  at  Kittanning. 
This  is  especially  true  in  the  elementary  schools.  Many  teachers  pre- 
fer positions  where  there  is  greater  opportunity  for  advancement  and 
professional  growth.  Later  as  such  positions  are  not  available  they 
accept  positions  in  rural  schools.  This  in  part  accounts  for  the  num- 
ber who  have  sought  positions  here  in  Kittanning.  Of  the  elementary 
teachers  (grades  1-6),  nearly  all  have  been  x'etained  and  the  salaries 
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have  been  advanced  to  make  these  positions  more  attractive.  For 
the  past  year  but  two  elementary  teachers  held  professional  certifi- 
cates ;  the  remaining  all  have  State  certificates. 

Kittanning  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  her  high  school  and  the  High 
School  Building.  The  school  itself  is  doubtless  one  of  the  best  organ- 
ized and  strongest  in  western  Pennsylvania.  This  is  especially  true 
because  of  the  large  number  of  non-resident  pupils,  all  of  whom  are 
endeavoring  to  secure  the  best  results  possible.  The  High  School 
Building  is  the  social  center  of  the  community.  The  auditorium  is 
being  used  much  more  often  than  usual  to  promote  local  interests  and 
the  desire  to  have  better  and  more  fully  equipped  schools  seems  to  be 
uppermost  in  this  county  seat  of  Armstrong  county. 

While  I  can  speak  only  regarding  the  latter  part  of  the  year  it 
would  seem  that  we  need  assistance  of  a  very  definite  nature  to  en- 
force the  Compulsory  Attendance  Law.  So  far  we  have  been  unable 
to  get  the  factory  inspector  to  visit  Kittanning.  Much  work  needs 
to  be  done  which  is  beyond  the  authority  of  the  attendance  officer.  As 
evidence  that  we  are  working  along  this  line  permit  me  to  state  that 
during  eight  consecutive  school  days  in  May  there  were  eight  arrests 
for  non  compliance  with  the  law.  In  every  case  the  parents  paid  the 
costs  without  standing  trial.  The  beginning  of  the  present  year 
seems  to  bid  fair  for  some  real  activity  along  this  line. 

The  board  of  education  is  placing  all  buildings  available  in  the 
best  possible  condition  for  school  another  year,  and  many  improve- 
ments in  facilities  are  being  made. 

The  Department  of  Agriculture  is  continuing  its  work  through  the 
summer  and  is  being  well  organized  as  a  very  prominent  part  of  our 
high  school  for  the  coming  year.  The  instructor,  Mr.  P.  H.  Sprenkle, 
is  going  about  among  the  boys  on  the  farms  and  there  seems  to  be 
much  interest  among  the  boys  for  agricultural  training. 

With  reference  to  apparatus  and  libraries  I  can  report  that  we  are 
equipping  a  laboratory  for  biology,  a  subject  which  has  not  been 
offered  for  some  years.  All  our  science  work  is  conducted  on  the 
laboratory  plan  and  our  three  equipped  laboratories  beside  the  agri- 
culture room  are  arranged  for  the  strongest  possible  work. 

Especiall}^  in  western  Pennsylvania  the  library  situation  seems  to 
be  unfortunate.  The  high  school  has  a  library  much  too  small  to  be 
adequate  and  needs  to  be  put  in  proper  condition  for  use.  We  hope 
to  improve  it  as  far  as  possible  for  another  year.  At  this  point  we 
are  compelled  to  suggest  again  as  I  have  in  the  past  that  school 
library  facilities  would  be  greatly  increased  if  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  would  establish  minimum  library  standards  for 
the  different  classes  of  secondary  schools  in  Pennsylvania.  It  would 
also  be  most  helpful  if  some  State  aid  were  provided  for  this  purpose 
and  proper  standards  were  established  in  the  selection  of  library 
books,  apparatus  and  equipment. 
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The  present  school  situation  in  Kittanning  compels  us  to  organize 
for  next  year  a  Junior  and  Senior  High  School  within  the  same  build- 
ing. All  other  buildings  will  accommodate  pupils  of  grades  1  to  6 
inclusive.  Promotion  by  subject  and  departmental  teaching  will  of 
course  be  features  of  the  Junior  High  School.  To  accommodate  the 
large  number  of  pupils  which  we  have  in  all  secondary  work  the  High 
School  Building  will  be  used  for  regular  classes  from  8:15  a.  m.  until 
4:45  p.  m.,  throughout  the  coming  year. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  in  May  an  age-grade  census  was  taken  of  all 
pupils,  in  which  proper  corrections  were  made  because  of  pupils  who 
failed  to  be  promoted.      The  results  are  as  follows: 

Underage  Normal  Overage 

Boys,  21.3  30.4  48.3 

Girls, 25.1  38.6  36.3 

Total, 23.2  34.4  42.4 

It  is  clear  that  much  of  the  overageness  among  the  children  of  our 
schools  is  due  to  poor  attendance,  as  the  year's  report  shows  that  we 
had  an  attendance  of  but  91.6%,  while  the  plans  which  are  being  made 
for  another  year  will  produce  very  much  better  results  along"  this 
line.  It  is  very  clear  that  our  school  problems  are  largely  with  the 
elementary  schools.  Grade  libraries  are  being  formed  for  each  room ; 
a  definite  system  of  physical  training  and  a  system  of  penmanship 
have  been  adopted  for  next  year.  We  have  arranged  for  more  ade- 
quate supervision  and  better  work  in  music  throughout  the  schools. 
The  latter  is  under  the  direction  of  a  well  equipped  and  trained  super- 
visor. Even  though  we  may  be  somewhat  hindered  because  of  school 
buildings  the  coming  year  seems  in  every  way  to  promise  better  and 
more  efficient  schools  for  the  borough. 


LANCASTER— H.  B.  Work. 


The  total  enrollment  of  the  regular  day  schools  was  3,620  boys, 
3.567  girls,  total  7,187.  The  number  enrolled  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
boys  3,058,  girls  3,102,  total  6  610.  The  largest  enrollment  for  any 
one  month  was  in  October,  boys  3,400,  girls  3,457,  total  6,857. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  high  schools  was,  boys  468,  girls  576, 
total  1.044.  Of  this  number  93  boys  and  109  girls  entered  on  Febru- 
ary 1.      This  was  the  first  mid-year  class  to  enter  the  high  schools. 

The  total  enrollment  in  the  Evening  schools  was  325,  and  in  the 
Continuation  schools  785.  The  gross  enrollment  for  all  departments 
for  the  year  was  8,297. 
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The  average  daily  attendance  in  the  regular  day  schools  was,  boys 
2,981,  girls  2,959,  total  5,941.  The  data  available  are  not  sufficiently 
definite  to  give  the  average  attendance  in  the  Evening  and  Continu- 
ation schools. 

During  the  year  the  semi-annual  promotion  plan  inaugurated  the 
previous  year  was  completed,  and  regular  semi-annual  promotions 
will  hereafter  be  made. 

Two  new  courses  were  added  in  the  high  schools,  the  one  in  House- 
hold Economics  in  the  Girls'  High  School,  and  the  other  in  Manual 
Training  in  the  Boys'  High  School.  The  work  in  the  Household 
Economics  Course  was  taken  up  with  the  first  class  entering  on  Feb- 
ruary first.  For  lack  of  room  and  equipment  the  Manual  Training 
course  can  not  be  put  into  operation  until  the  new  Boys'  High  School 
building  is  completed,  which  will  probably  be  at  the  opening  of  the 
next  school  year. 

Kegular  institutes  were  held  on  five  Saturdays  throughout  the  year. 
Among  the  speakers  were  Dr.  Andrew  Thomas  Smith,  Hon.  M.  P. 
Shawkey,  (W.  Va.),  Supt.  S.  E.  Weber,  Supt.  L.  E.  McGinnes,  Dr.  P. 
M.  Harbold,  Hon.  S.  D.  Fess,  Dr.  C.  H.  Gordinier,  Hon.  Calvin  N.  Ken- 
dall, Hon.  N.  C.  Schaeffer.  The  discussions  were  practical,  and  the 
sessions  interesting  and  profitable  to  the  teachers. 

All  the  schools  participated  in  the  various  war  activities,  such  as 
gardening,  sales  of  thrift  stamps,  war  savings  certificates  and  Liberty 
Bonds,  Junior  Red  Cross,  etc.  Through  these  activities,  as  well  as 
by  the  regular  instruction  in  the  schools,  an  intense  feeling  of  patriot- 
ism has  been  engendered  in  the  pupils. 

The  pupils  have  participated  freely  in  the  financial  campaigns  of 
the  war.  Between  March  15  and  the  close  of  school,  more  than  |30,- 
000  in  Thrift  Stamps  and  War  Savings  Stamps  had  been  purchased  by 
them,  and  reports  indicated  that  more  than  |50,000  worth  of  govern- 
ment bonds  were  held  by  them.  The  pupils  made  contributions  of 
about  |3,000  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  War  Hut  Fund.  A  large  number  of 
boys  and  girls,  particularly  from  the  high  schools,  enrolled  for  farm 
service. 

Permanent  employment  certificates  were  issued  during  the  year  to 
the  number  of  768 ;  and  Vacation  Employment  certificates  to  the  num- 
ber of  381.  Of  the  permanent  certificates,  441  were  for  boys,  327 
for  girls;  vacation,  218  for  boys,  163  for  girls.  The  total  number 
issued  was  1,149.  Many  of  these  were  duplicates.  The  number  of 
minors  receiving  permanent  certificates  within  the  year  was  527,  of 
whom  140  had  been  certificated  the  previous  year.  The  net  number 
of  pupils,  therefore,  withdrawn  from  school  to  go  to  work  was  387. 
The  number  of  minors  receiving  vacation  certificates  was  332,  of  whom 
14  had  formerly  been  certificated,  leaving  net  314  for  the  school  year. 
To  furnish  instruction  in  Continuation  schools  for  employed  minors 
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required  a  total  of  uineteen  school  days  per  week,  distributed  as  fol- 
lows :  Four  teachers  teaching  four  days  each  per  week,  and  one  teach- 
ing three  days. 

It  has  been  the  policy  to  enforce  strictly  the  provisions  of  the  Child 
Labor  Law.  Its  provisions  during  the  time  that  schools  are  in  ses- 
sion are  good.  But  the  question  does  arise  whether  or  not  it  would 
not  be  as  well  to  modify  those  provisions  during  the  summer  vaca- 
tion. Boys,  particularly  at  twelve  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  might  be 
profitably  employed  in  certain  specified  occupations  and  under  proper 
conditions  without  detriment  to  them  physically,  and  certainly  with 
great  good  to  them  morally.  In  those  cities  and  boroughs,  especially, 
where  there  is  no  adequate  provision  for  supervised  play,  enforced 
idleness  contains  too  many  possibilities  of  developing  chronic  idleness 
and  of  forming  vicious  habits.  It  is  my  personal  opinion  that  some 
modification  of  the  law  to  this  end  would  be  beneficial. 

The  following  tabular  statement  of  the  cost  of  books  and  supplies 
may  have  some  value.  It  represents  the  average  cost  for  the  past 
three  years,  a  period  that  perhaps  begins  to  approximate  the  average 
of  time  of  service  of  most  test  books.  Each  school  has  been  charged 
at  cost  with  all  books  and  supplies  furnished.  The  cost  of  rebinding 
has  been  charged  whenever  rebound  books  were  furnished. 
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LANSFORD— E.  E.  Kuntz. 


The  commencement  of  the  class  of  1918,  held  June  18,  marked  the 
end  of  another  successful  school  year  under  very  trying  conditions. 
Some  may  say  "War  Conditions,"  but  we  prefer  to  call  our  incon- 
veniences such  as  are  due  to  sacrifices  being  made  for  the  good  of 
our  glorious  country  as  well  as  for  the  schools.  We  suffered,  as 
others  have  suffered,  to  the  extent  of  a  10  per  cent,  loss  in  the  male 
members  of  our  teaching  force.  Despite  the  many  annoyances  the 
schools  made  good  progress  towards  upholding  the  standard  "for 
trained  leadership  in  all  lines  of  industrial,  commercial,  social  and 
CJvil  life." 

The  total  enrollment  for  the  year  was  1,457  pupils,  with  an  average 
daily  attendance  of  1.274.  The  graduating  class  was  small,  consist- 
ing of  only  seven,  due  to  the  fire  of  jjatriotism  causing  some  of 
the  class  to  enlist  in  the  service  of  U.  S. 

As  in  the  past  six  years,  sewing  was  done  in  the  grades,  fifth  to 
twelfth  inclusive,  much  of  the  work  being  done  for  the  Red  Cross. 
All  the  schools  joined  the  Junior  Eeld  Cross. 

The  spirit  of  the  times  was  also  shown  in  the  work  of  the  grades 
eighth  to  twelfth,  in  which  military  drill  was  given  by  an  officer  of 
the  National  Guard.  To  further  help  Uncle  Sam,  the  schools  entered 
heartily  into  the  campaign  for  the  sale  of  War  Savings  Stamps,  the 
pupils  owning  and  selling  about  |15,000.00  worth  of  stamps.  The 
Thrift  Army  Movement  was  an  incentive  for  enlisting  the  boys  and 
girls. 

For  several  j^ears  the  pufjils  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  home 
garden.  This  year  special  interest  was  taken  and  many  plots  hereto- 
fore idle  are  now  helping  to  feed  the  nation. 

The  good  work  of  the  physical  culture  and  music  departments  was 
shown  by  several  entertainments  and  contests.  A  boys'  orchestra 
was  organized  during  the  year.  They  helped  to  furnish  the  music 
for  chapel  exercises  each  morning  and  were  often  called  upon  to 
furnish  music  for  public  gatherings. 

During  the  year  various  tests  were  made,  especially  in  arithmetic 
and  spelling.  The  results  showed  a  high  standard  of  work  in  these 
subjects.  The  Ayer's  spelling  scale  and  the  Studebaker  exercises  in 
arithmetic  were  used. 

The  departmental  plan  in  the  7th  and  Sth  grades  continues  suc- 
cessful, as  well  as  the  supervised  study  periods  in  all  grades. 
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Slides  and  films  were  used  during  the  year  to  keep  up  the  interest 
in  the  various  subjects. 

A  commercial  course  was  adopted  for  the  ensuing  year.  The 
course  will  toe  practically  a  four-year  course,  the  first  year  being 
aca'demic  and  the  various  subjects  of  the  commercial  course  to  be 
completed  during  the  remaining  three  years  of  the  course. 

The  night  school  conducted  by  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Navigation  Co., 
in  one  of  our  public  school  buildings,  was  conducted  as  formerly. 
The  employes  of  the  company  are  given  the  opportunity  to  advance 
which  all  do,  according  to  the  standard  of  proficiency  gained  by  this 
special  instruction. 

In  athletics  our  high  school  has  been  a  leader.  The  basketball 
team  made  an  excellent  record  for  the  year.  In  the  county  track 
meet  our  boys  carried  away  the  cup.  In  eight  yearly  county  meets 
the  Lansford  boys  won  first  honors  seven  times. 

Our  Continuation  School  enrollment  was  115.  The  companies  of 
this  district  employing  boys  arid  girls  between  14  and  16  years  of 
age  have  responded  and  aided  readily  in  making  this  school  worth 
while  to  the  boys  and  girls. 

A  feature  that  has  helped  the  schools  of  Lansford  has  been  the 
professional  reading  and  study  by  the  teacher.  All  teachers  read 
educational  journals  and  a  great  many  have  taken  summer  courses  in 
colleges  and  universities  during  the  past  few  years. 

Much  credit  is  !due  the  public  for  its  interest  in  education,  a  wide 
awake  Board  of  School  Directors,  a  loyal  corps  of  teachers  and  a 
responsive  State  Department  for  the  good  condition  of  our  schools. 


LATROBE— E.  M.  Steele. 


The  work  of  the  year  1918  was  not  as  satisfactory  from  the  point 
of  view  of  measurable  progress  in  formal  subject  matter  as  some 
other  years,  but  viewed  from  a  more  important  angle  the  work 
showed  gratifying  results. 

Increased  demand  on  the  time  and  efforts  of  teachers  brought 
about  a  greater  effort  to  select  and  emphasize  essentials.  A  great 
effort  was  made  to  couple  up  the  school  work  with  every  form  of 
activity  which  would  assist  in  winning  the  war,  establish  an  apprecia- 
tion of  American  aims  and  ideals  and  the  meaning  of  our  country's 
world  relationships. 

An  effort  was  made  to  teach  Americanism  anid  world  citizenship 
and  its   responsibilities  by  devoting  considerable  time  to   current 
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history,  war  geography,  study  of  the  history  and  work  of  the 
American  Red  Cross,  study  of  literature  issued  by  the  Food  Admini 
stration.  Fuel  Administration,  U.  S.  Bureau  of  Education,  U.  S.  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Information. 

In  addition  to  definite  instruction  as  indicated  above  our  schools 
used  every  opportunity  to  render  effective  service  in  all  lines  of  war 
work. 

Junior  Red  Cross  auxiliaries  were  established  in  each  school. 
Knitting  classes  were  formed  and  hundreds  of  children  learned  to 
knit,  many  of  whem  have  been  able  to  knit  socks  and  sweaters. 
Practically  every  grade  assisted  in  making  ambulance  robes,  afghans, 
etc. 

Posters  were  made  in  drawing  on  such  subjects  as  the  need  of 
saving  food,  urging  the  buying  of  War  Savings  and  Thrift  Stamps, 
etc.  These  were  taken  to  the  homes  or  put  up  in  stores  and  public 
places.  The  children  bought  over  seven  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  War  Savings  and  Thrift  Stamps. 

In  the  high  school  the  work  of  the  Patriotic  League  deserves  special 
mention.  Under  the  direction  of  Miss  Irene  R.  Blank,  the  vice 
principal  of  the  high  school,  the  organization  was  effected  with  every 
high  school  girl  a  member  and  each  one  pledged  to  do  certain 
definite  war  service.  Classes  in  surgical  dressings  were  formed ;  the 
household  arts  students  conducted  a  campaign  of  education  through- 
out the  town  along  the  line  of  wheat  and  meat  substitutes,  gave 
demonstrations,  prepared  for  sale  wheat  and  meat  substitutes  and 
published  recipes;  the  sewing  classes  made  garments  for  Belgian 
and  French  refugees;  several  French  war  orphans  were  supported 
by  contributions;  over  2,400  hours  of  clerical  assistance  was  ren- 
dered by  high  school  girls  to  the  local  draft  board  whose  office  is  in 
the  high  school  building.  The  Patriotic  League  did  splendid  work 
in  every  way  and  not  the  least  of  its  work  was  the  helpful,  willing, 
unifield  spirit  and  high  moral  influence  its  organization  imparted  to^ 
the  school. 

High  school  boys  prepared  themselves  and  were  sworn  in  as  associ- 
ate members  of  the  Legal  Advisory  Board. 

An  office  of  this  board  was  maintained  by  teachers  and  students 
who  assisted  registrants  to  fill  their  questionnaires,  gave  advice  as 
to  Selective  Service  Regulations  and  rendered  valuable  service  to 
registrants  and  their  families. 

An  employment  bureau  was  maintained  in  connection  witJi  the 
superintendertt's  office  which  furnished  to  the  local  industries  groups 
01  high  school  boys  when  there  was  especial  nee'd  for  labor. 

The  loyalty  and  willingness  of  teachers  and  pupils,  the  co-opera- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  helpfulness  of  our  citizens 
have  made  the  year's  work  a  pleasure. 
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LEBA]S^O]S^— E.  M.  Balsbaugh. 


War  activities  featured  the  work  of  the  schools  during  the  1917-iS 
term.  The  influence  of  these  activities  was  constructively  felt 
throughout  all  grades.  This  war  work  intensified  school  interest, 
j^or  has  there  been  evidence  of  any  loss  or  deficiency  in  routine  class 
room  work,  because  of  these  extra  war  time  responsibilities.  A 
partial  summary  of  what  was  accomplished  to  aid  in  winning  the  war 
includes : 

100%  perfect  enrollment  in  the  Junior  Ked  Cross, 

'2,107  food  conservation  pledges  secured. 

6,000  coal  shovels  tagged  for  fuel  saving, 

1296.05  raised  for  Belgium  and  Serbian  war  children's  relief  funds. 

2,187  books  for  soldiers'  camps  collected, 

26  hospital  blankets  knitted;  also  numerous  wash  cloths,  substi- 
tute handkerchief,  tray  cloths,  pillows,  scarfs,  sweaters,  bed  socks, 
wristlets,  ete.,  with  other  hospital  supplies  made; 

5  checker  board  tables  constructed  in  Manual  Training  Depart- 
ment for  Y.  M.  C.  A.  Army  Eecreation  Tents, 

9  Latrine  inclosures  constructed  by  Manual  Training  Department. 

Participation  in  collecting  and  contributing  to  the  Red  Cross 
Funds,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  funds,  the  sale  of  Liberty  Bonds,  Saving 
Stamps,  Thrift  Stamps,  Eed  Cross  membership  campaigns,  the  con- 
struction of  war  posters,  booklets  for  sick  soldiers,  Christmas  post 
cards  for  every  man  in  the  service  from  Lebanon  city,  the  study  of 
the  causes  of  the  war  and  the  various  addresses  of  the  President  and 
other  governmental  officials,  together  with  the  study  and  discussion 
of  the  various  peace  proposals,  were  some  of  the  more  closely 
correlated  war-school  activities. 

The  usual  social  activities  were  carried  on.  Go-To-School  Week 
was  observed  January  29-rebruary  2,  1918.  when  more  than  2,000 
visitors  were  entertained.  On  the  evening  of  January  30,  a  session 
of  the  high  school  was  held,  followed  by  community  singing  in  the 
auditorium.  More  than  500  patrons  attended.  The  four  sectional 
Parent-Teacher  Associations  carried  on  their  work  successfully,  the 
i.itergst  in  this  work  seemingly  greater  even  than  heretofore.  Uni- 
form topics  were  discussed  at  these  meetings  all  relating  to  school 
and  war  activities. 

More  intensified  physical  culture  work  was  attempted.  Games, 
folk  songs  and  folk  dances  taught,  an  indoor  athletic  contest  con- 
ducted for  the  grammar  school  grades,  an  inter-school  baseball 
league  among  the  different  buildings,  the  annual  May  Fete,  in  which 
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all  the  schools  participated  in  games,  dances,  songs  and  athletic  con- 
tests, and  an  unusually  successful  year  of  high  school  athletics,  are 
features  of  our  schools'  special  activities. 

The  total  enrollment  was  4,016  in  day  schools  and  117  ifi  evening 
school.  The  percentage  of  attendance  for  the  term  shows  an  average' 
of  93. 

For  the  professional  growth  of  the  teachers  the  usual  institute  was 
conducted.  Our  teachers  also  attended  the  County  Institute  one- 
half  day.  The  professional  rea'ding  required  of  all  teachers  included 
Dyne's  Socializing  the  Child,  Whitney^g  The  Socialized  Kecitation, 
and  Sandwick's  How  To  fe^tudy  and  What  To  Study.  Our  teachers 
had  a  100%  enrollment  in  the  State  Teachers'  Association  during 
each  of  the  last  four  years.  A  study  of  the  best  articles  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Association's  annual  meetings  is  made  a  part  of 
each  teacher's  professional  reading  every  year. 

In  October,  1917,  a  School  Saving's  System  was  added  to  the 
curriculum.  Although  war-time  financial  activities  were  given  full 
consideration  still  the  results  of  this  first  term's  operation  of  :t 
School  Savings  System  shows  that  there  were  2,260  different  de- 
positors ahd  that  a  total  of  $6,773.92  was  placed  in  the  bank. 

Anticipating  a  shortage  of  teachers  because  of  the  war  industries 
our  directors  decided  to  re-elect  its  teachers  early.  Consequently 
on  April  5,  1918,  all  of  the  corps  were  re-elected  at  an  increase  in! 
salary  averaging  nearly  10%.  Since  then  two  teachers  resigned  and! 
one  of  the  high  school  staff  enlisted  in  the  national  service.  From 
September,  1917,  to  July,  1918,  our  high  school  faculty  furnished 
five  men  for  the  service  leaving  but  four  male  teachers  in  a  grouj) 
of  seventeen. 

In  November,  1917,  the  City  Council  annexed  a  portion  of  South 
Lebanon  township  containing  two  schools,  and  in  February,  1918,  a 
section  of  North  Lebanon  township  containing  eight  over-crowded 
schools  was  annexed.  With  these  additional  schools  and  the  usual 
growth  in  the  school  population  our  teaching  staff  for  1918-19  will 
be  increased  from  90  to  104  teachers.  A  Junior  High  School  will  be 
organized  in  the  oM  High  School  Building.  This  school  will  be 
organized  on  the  supervised  study  plan,  six  periods  of  one  hour  each 
constituting  the  day.  The  housing  facilities  are  well  adapted  for 
departmental  work,  the  building  being  equipped  for  manual  train- 
ing, domestic  art,  science,  drawing,  music  and  physical  instruction. 
The  graduating  class  this  year  numbered  99,  being  the  second 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  school.  There  were  169  pupils  promoted 
into  the  high  school.  Of  the  34  graduates  in  the  Commercial  Course, 
24  were  prepareld  to  leave  school  several  months  before  the  end  of 
the  term  to  fill  urgent  calls  in  the  industrial  activities  of  the"  city. 
By  receiving  additional  instruction   before  and   after  the  regular 
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school  hours  these  pupils  accomplished  the  same  amount  of  school 
work  as  if  they  had  continued  in  school  until  the  end  of  the  school 
year. 

Every  school  district  should  have  a  definite  policy  for  future 
development.  Our  problems  for  immediate  solution  are:  (a)  The 
satisfactory  completion  and  equipment  of  our  High  School  Building, 
(b)  The  equipment  of  a  room  for  the  work  of  the  medical  inspector, 
for  the  dental  clinic,  and  for  the  School  Nurse's  headquarters,  (c) 
The  establishment  of  an  Opportunity  School  in  charge  of  a  compe- 
tently trained  teacher  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  physically,  mentally 
and  morally  deficient  children,  (d)  The  adoption  of  a  well-graded 
salary  schedule  for  teachers,  containing  requirements  in  further 
training  and  preparation,  and  a  scale  of  wages  sufficiently  high  to 
hold  our  teachers. 

Among  the  more  remote  tasks  to  be  accomplished  are:    (a)  The 
extension  of  the  Junior  High  School  to  include  all  seventh  and  eighth 
grade  pupils,     (b)  An  open-air  school  for  tubercular  pupils,     (c) 
The  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  school  in  the  rapidly  developing  Twelfth 
Street  Heights  section. 

If  the  foregoing  plans  for  improvements  arc  put  into  execution 
the  school  district  of  the  city  of  Lebanon  will  be  second  to  none. 
Enjoying  as  it  does  the  administration  of  a  most  efficient  and  pains- 
taking Board  of  Directors,  the  support  and  interest  of  intelligent 
patrons,  the  city  school  district  must  achieve  to  the  fullest  measure 
the  purposes  of  the  founders  of  free  education  in  Pennsylvania, 
namely,  "to  banish  illiteracy  arid  to  bring  enlightenment  and  truth." 


LEWISTOWN— E.  S.  Eice. 


On  account  of  the  abnormal  conditions  the  schools  were  opened  on 
the  17th  of  September.  This  is  practically  two  weeks  late.  The 
schools  therefore  closed  late,  the  13th  of  June.  The  enrollment  for 
the  first  month  was  1,678  in  the  grades  and  310  in  the  high  school. 
This  enrollment  increased  during  the  year  to  1,822  in  the  grades  and 
324  in  the  high  school,  thus  making  a  grand  total  of  2,146  different 
pupils  enrolled  for  the  term. 

The  high  school  and  the  eighth  grades  of  the  town  were  started 
on  half  day  sessions  in  the  old  High  School  Building.  The  high 
school  assembling  from  8  A.  M.  to  12.  M.  and  the  eighth  grades  from 
1  P.  M.  to  5  P.  M.  This  arrangement  was  continued  until  the  New 
High  School  Building  was  occupied,  December  3,  1917. 
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The  city  has  now  38  grade  and  9  high  school  teachers,  a  music 
supervisor,  and  a  supervisor  of  penmanship  and  drawing.  To  do 
efficient  and  effective  work,  several  teachers  should  be  added  to  the 
grades  and  also  to  the  high  school. 

The  chief  event  of  the  year  was  the  dedication  of  the  new  high 
school,  Thursday,  November  22,  1917.  The  dedication  services  proper 
had  for  the  chief  speaker  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Supt.  Public 
Instruction,  Dr.  Arthur  C.  Holmes,  Dean  of  State  College,  and  Hon. 
Frank  0.  Bowersox.  The  exercises  varied  and  covered  a  period  of 
three  days. 

The  building  itself  is  majestic  and  commodious.  It  is  134.3  by 
134.4,  three  stories,  and  has  a  boiler  annex  26  by  58.11.  The  lot 
contains  about  6  acres.  The  building  is  constructed  of  red  brick, 
concrete  and  steel,  and  trimmed  in  Southern  red  oak.  All  stairways 
are  steel  and  concrete  with  slate  treads. 

The  basement  has  a  gymnasium,  41  x  70 ;  two  large  locker  rooms, 
separate  toilets  and  showers,  eight  rooms  for  domestic  science  and 
manual  training,  with  a  stock  room,  and  a  room  for  janitors'  supplies. 

The  first  and  second  floors  are  occupied  by  an  auditorium  and 
balcony  seating  over  1,000  persons  and  a  stage  21x35.  Also  a  board 
and  library  room,  reception  room,  superintendent's  office,  large  study 
hall,  twenty  class  rooms,  necessary  closets  and  toilets  with  spacious 
corridors. 

The  equipment  consists  of  the  most  complete  modern  heating  and 
ventilating  and  sanitary  plumbing  system.  The  Science  and  Com- 
mercial Departments  have  been  modernly  equipped.  A  complete 
program  clock,  fire  alarm,  electric  lighting  and  telephone  systems 
are  installed  throughout.  Five  hundred  and  thirty  lockers  in  the 
basement  provide  ample  protection  for  wraps.  Modern  and  sani- 
tary school  desks  have  been  supplied.  Twelve  standpipes,  with  two- 
inch  hose  connections  provide  the  necessary  fire  protection. 

The  high  school  of  325  pupils  and  the  eighth  grade  with  165  pupils 
are  now  comfortably  housed  in  this  building.  The  high  school  and 
eighth  grade  are  run  on  the  departmental  plan. 

The  town  is  sorely  in  need  of  domestic  science  and  manual 
training.  The  place  is  now  provided,  but  conservation  prevents  its 
introduction. 

The  schools  as  a  whole  were  especially  active  during  the  year  in  all 
features  pertaining  to  the  present  war.  Every  child  and  teacher  in 
the  schools  belonged  to  the  Junior  Eed  Cross  and  a  goodly  number 
to  the  Senior  Eed  Cross.  The  different  pupils  of  the  different  schools 
pnrchased  through  the  schools  over  .$9,000  worth  of  bonids.  Thrift  and 
War  Savings  Stamps.  The  grade  pupils  made  during  the  year  27 
ambulance  robes,  35  sweaters,  151  wristlets,  7  scarfs,  4  helmets,  and 
8  socks.  The  banking  system  was  a  success.  The  pupils,  especially 
of  the  lower  grades.  di(J  excellently.  They  banked  |3,403.73, 
17—11—1919 
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The  first  attempt  was  made  to  regulate  student  activities.  Ath- 
letics were  under  a  faculty  manager.  Each  class  in  the  high  school 
had  two  teacher  advisors.  A  school  paper,  the  ''Lore/'  was  published. 
Military  drill  for  boys  over  16  years  was  conducted  the  last  three 
months  of  the  term. 

One  of  the  main  needs  of  the  system  is  meidical  inspection  of  the 
school  children.  One  of  the  best  investments  that  a  board  can  make 
is  to  provide  for  the  physical  inspection  of  the  school  children  at 
least  once  each  term. 

The  main  problem  of  the  district  is  the  matter  of  finance.  This 
year  the  millage  was  placed  at  22  mills.  This  high  rate  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  pay  adequate  salaries  to  secure  the  best  teachers  in  the 
abnormal  times  of  the  present.  Young  and  inexperienced  teachers 
will  necessarily  have  to  be  employed  in  the  grades  and  high  school. 

The  Susquehanna  Silk  Mill  and  the  Lewistown  Knitting  Mill  em- 
ploy quite  a  number  of  minors,  hence  it  will  be  necessary  to  establish 
a  continuation  school  this  coming  year. 

The  science  department  in  the  high  school  secured  quite  a  lot  of 
new  apparatus.  The  library  was  also  much  extended  by  adding  a 
number  of  sectional  cases  and  reference  works.  The  high  school  and 
grade  orchestras,  consisting  of  30  some  piece:;  each,  added  a  number 
of  new  instruments  to  their  equipment  during  the  year. 

Due  to  a  coal  shortage,  the  schools  were  closed  four  Mondays. 

This  year  was  an  exceptionally  difficult  year  in  the  district.  When 
the  new  high  school  was  occupied  the  entire  town  had  to  be  re- 
districted. 

The  work  was  accomplished  gradually  and  without  friction  or  gen- 
eral disturbance.  The  grade  schools,  when  adjusted,  averaged  48  to 
the  teacher.    The  high  school  averaged  38,  including  the  principal. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  co-operation 
and  assistance  during  the  year. 


LOCK  HAVEN— C.  W.  Hunt. 


Industrial  Arts. 

In  the  summer  of  1917  the  Board  of  Education  purchased  a  prop- 
erty adjoining  the  high  school  site.  There  was  a  fairly  good  barn  on 
the  new  property  and  this  suggested  at  once  the  possibility  of  a  shop 
for  industrial  arts.  The  sj/ace  is  not  available  for  such  a  shop  in 
the  high  school. 
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The  necessary  equipment  was  ordered  and  a  teacher  employed. 
When  school  opened,  the  teacher  took  his  boys  to  the  barn  and  before 
snow  fell  we  had  a  steam  heated,  well  lighted  shop,  equipped  and 
ready  for  class  instruction.  The  windows  and  doors  were  purchased 
ready  made  and  the  engineer  assisted  with  the  steam  fitting;  all  of 
the  other  work  was  done  by  the  teacher  and  the  boys.  The  work 
progressed  nicely  until  the  first  of  May,  when  the  instructor  was 
called  to  the  navy. 

Teachers. 

The  industrial  arts  teacher  was  not  the  only  one  called.  We 
lost  one  teacher  the  day  before  school  opened,  and  about  the  tenth 
of  May  we  lost  two  teachers ;  one  of  history,  and  the  other  of  mathe- 
matics. We  were  exceedingly  fortunate  in  getting  two  men  from 
State  College  to  finish  the  year's  work  in  history  and  mathematics. 
These  men,  Dr.  Martin,  in  history,  and  Dr.  Stecker,  in  mathematics, 
were  greatly  appreciated  by  the  faculty  and  students. 

Standard  Tests. 

Lock  Haven  was  represented  in  one  of  the  testing  groups  organized 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Updegraff  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  Courtis  tests  in  arithmetic  have  been  given  in  our  schools 
for  four  years  and  as  a  result  our  grades  have  reached  a  compara- 
tively high  standard  in  speed  and  accuracy.  The  results  of  the  June 
tests  are  here  given : 


Fourth  grade, 
Fifth  grade,   ._ 
Sixth  grade,   ._ 
Seventh    grade. 
Eighth  grade. 


Addition. 


Atts. 


10.3 
10.5 
12.2 


Ac. 


73% 
79% 
73% 
87% 
83% 


Subtraction.     Multiplication. 


Atts. 


8.8 

9.5 

11.1 

11.5 

14.7 


Ac. 


Atts. 


94% 
97% 


10.6 

n.3 

12,1 


Ac. 


84% 


87% 
83% 


Division. 


Atts. 


7.2 
7.9 
10.0 
10.8 
11.1 


Ac. 


78% 
100% 
100% 
100% 

87% 


Note:  Atts. — Examples  attempted.      Ac. — Accuracy. 

Spelling  tests,  made  up  of  words  selected  from  the  Ay  re's  thousand 
word  list,  were  given  three  times.  The  Kansas  silent  reading  test 
was  given  to  the  pupils  of  the  intermediate  and  grammar  school 
grades,  while  each  child  in  the  primary  grades  was  tested  by  the 
Gray  oral  reading  test.  The  results  of  these  reading  tests  were 
gratifying  in  some  cases,  but  in  other  instances  they  revealed  weak- 
nesses to  which  our  attention  must  be  directed. 
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Teachers'  Salaries. 

Lock  Haven  has,  for  many  years,  been  on  the  defensive  when  ques- 
tioned about  the  salaries  paid  to  elementary  school  teachers.  But 
the  cost  of  living  malde  it  imperative  that  a  substantial  increase  be 
granted  for  this  coming  year.  The  rise  varied  with  the  length  of 
service,  but  in  most  cases  it  amounted  to  |12.50  a  month.  The  high 
school  teachers  fared  equally  well.  The  average  salary,  based  on 
this  year's  schedule  will  approximate  the  average  paid  in  towns  and 
cities  in  Pennsylvania  whose  population  does  not  exceed  ten  thousand. 

War  Work. 

Much  might  be  writtin  concerning  the  activities  of  our  schools  in 
war  work.  Like  other  school  systems  of  the  State,  Lock  Haven  did 
its  best  with  enthusiasm  and  ever  increasing  loyalty. 


LOWER  MERIOX  TWP.  (Montgomery  County)— S.  E.  Downs. 


During  the  1917-1918  school  year  the  Lower  Merion  district,  like 
others  throughout  the  State,  welcomed  the  opportunity  to  aid  in  war 
activities  and  did  responkl  helpfully  to  every  legitimate  appeal  for 
assistance. 

The  most  noticeable  results  achieved  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
schools  were  a  quickened  interest  in  all  national  and  international 
problems,  a  more  definite  and  intense  love  for  America's  conspicuous 
ideals,  a  more  genuine  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  unfortunate  and 
of  those  in  other  stations  of  life,  and  the  cultivation  of  a  real  respect 
for,  and  a  welcoming  of  honest  manual  labor. 

Physical  education  was  emphasized  as  never  before  and  the  health 
and  sane  physical  well-being  of  the  children  received  constant  at- 
tention. 

Our  new  one-story  Ashland  school  is  nearing  completion  and  this, 
when  finishefd,  will  furnish  Americanization  opportunities  for  the 
Italian  children  of  our  district  equal  to  the  best  offered  anywhere 
to  anyone. 

The  greatest  hindrance  to  the  work  has  been  due  to  the  withdrawal 
without  notice  of  many  teachers  who  were  able  to  secure  higher  sala- 
ries in  government  offices  or  as  teachers  in  government  schools. 

The  consolidation  of  schools  and  the  consequent  transportation  of 
many  pupils  by  motor-bus  has  now  met  with  the  approval  of  practi- 
cally all  parents,  even  of  those  patrons  who  formerly  were  bitterly 
opposed  to  the  closing  of  the  home  school  with  all  its  associations. 
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McKEESPOET— J.  B.  Richej. 


War  Activities. 

During  the  year  more  than  ninety-seven  acres  of  war  gardens  were 
cultivated  within  the  limits  of  our  city.  McKeesport  was  the  first 
city  in  the  United  States  to  employ  an  expert  agriculturist  to  plan 
and  direct  war  gardens.  One  of  our  public-spirited  citizens  gave 
five  hundred  dollars  in  casli  for  prizes. 

Junior  Red  Cross. 

Every  child  enrolled  in  the  public  schools  of  this  city  joined  the 
Red  Cross.  The  girls  made  sweaters,  ambulance  robes,  bed  socks, 
wristlets,  pillow  cases,  shot  bags,  hot  water  bag  covers,  and  towels. 
The  boys  made  benches,  boxes,  etc.,  in  the  manual  training  depart- 
ment. 

Thrift  Stamps. 

During  the  week  of  February  22,  our  pupils  sold  ^35,000  worth 
of  Thrift  Stamps. 

Teachers. 

We  have  a  sufficient  supply  of  teachers.  We  employed  about  seven 
married  women  who  had  been  teachers  in  the  schools  before  they 
were  married.  A  number  of  educational  meetings  of  various  kinds 
were  held  for  the  advancement  and  professional  growth  of  the 
teachers.  All  the  teachers  of  the  city  under  the  direction  of  the  prin- 
cipals studied  two  books  on  pedagogy. 

Administrative  Progress. 

All  teachers  had  an  average  in  the  elementary  schools  of  thirty- 
five  pupils  and  in  the  high  schools  of  twenty-five  pupils.  We  have 
found  it  very  difficult  to  retain  good  teachers  on  account  of  the  sal- 
aries. Three  of  our  lady  teachers  were  elected  in  Cleveland  at 
salaries  of  |1,600  to  |1,700.  The  principal  of  the  Junior  High  School, 
S.  W.  Lyons,  was  elected  superintendent  of  schools.  New  Brighton, 
Pennsylvania,  at  a  salary  of  |2,500.  Mr.  Harry  M.  Black,  teacher  in 
the  science  department  of  our  high  school,  was  elected  principal  of 
the  Johnstown  High  School  at  a  salary  of  |2,400.  Mr.  E.  R.  Carson, 
teacher  of  physics,  was  elected  principal  of  the  Munhall  High  School 
at  a  salary  of  .|2,300.  Mr.  J.  R.  Gates,  teacher  of  mathematics,  was 
elected  principal  of  the  New  Brighton  High  School  at  a  salary  of 
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$1,800.  Mr.  E.  L.  Shirley,  teacher  of  history,  and  Mr.  Koy  B.  Love, 
teacher  of  English,  were  elected  to  similar  positions  in  Pittsburgh 
at  increases  in  salaries. 

The  Compulsory  Attenkiance  Law  has  been  enforced. 

Physical  Training. 

We  have  had  for  many  years  a  system  of  physical  culture  in  all 
the  grade  schools — athletics,  plays,  games,  etc. 

We  have  had  for  a  number  of  years  a  school  for  exceptional  chil- 
dren. 

Our  Writing  has  been  very  much  improved  under  the  able  super- 
vision of  Miss  Adelia  Monsen.  During  the  entire  week  of  the  Na- 
tional Educational  Association  meetings  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
the  writing  of  our  pupils  was  on  exhibition. 

Tests  of  the  pupils  in  the  grades  and  high  schools  are  being  made 
all  the  time. 

The  increased  cost  of  maintenance  of  schools  has  been  more  than 
25%.  Our  schools  excel  in  organization  and  skilled  teaching,  thus 
eliminating  problems  of  retardation,  elimination,  discouragement, 
failure,  etc.  We  do  not  have  any  special  problems.  Our  teachers  and 
pupils  co-operated  in  every  way  to  do  our  share  of  war  work — ^yet  the 
standard  of  the  regular  school  work  was  not  impaired  in  any  way 
whatsoever. 


McKEES  ROCKS— T.  K.  Johnston. 


I  am  pleased  to  report  our  term  of  school  ending  June  21,  1918,  as 
one  of  the  most  successful  terms  during  my  supervision — successful 
as  to  both  academic  class  work  and  practical  experience  in  useful  and 
remunerative  work,  economic  and  industrial. 

Our  total  enrollment  was  2,032;  per  cent,  of  attendance,  95;  av- 
erage attendance,  1,572;  retardation,  11  per  cent.;  number  of 
teachers,  44 ;  number  of  pupils  receiving  county  diplomas,  56 ;  number 
of  high  school  gralduates,  15;  number  of  visits  to  our  schools  by 
principals,  teachers,  superintendents  from  other  districts,  and  by 
patrons,  381 ;  number  of  pupils  making  100%  in  their  final  spelling 
test,  662. 

The  work  done  by  our  literary  societies  in  high  school  was  very 
good,  as  evidenced  by  the  Senior  play  and  by  our  High  School  Com- 
mencement, and  the  English  work  in  the  grades  and  high  school  won 
for  our  pupils  477  medals  and  17  prizes  in  the  Pittsburgh  Prize  Con- 
test and  8  gold  medals  in  the  "American  Flag"  contest. 
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Our  clubs,  the  Elizabeth  Hillman,  for  the  girls,  and  the  William 
Penn,  for  the  boys,  made  a  most  excellent  showing  in  patriotism,  in 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  work,  in  athletics  and  in  Bed  Cross  Work. 

Every  pupil  in  our  schools  was  enrolleki  in  the  Junior  Bed  Cross ; 
|1,378  was  collected  for  the  Senior  Bed  Cross  by  the  boys  and  girls 
and  $1,523  given  voluntarily ;  subscriptions  amounting  to  |36,450 
were  taken  for  Liberty  Bonds,  and  1,097  pieces  of  Bed  Cross  Work 
done  for  the  Senior  Auxiliary. 

Eighty-eight  of  our  boys  worked  evenings  and  on  Saturdays  and 
gave  $880  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  War  Work.  Such  was  the  spirit  of  pa- 
triotism that  during  the  first  day  of  the  Second  Bed  Cross  drive,  our 
schools  contributed  almost 


MAHANOY  CITY— H.  A.  Oday. 


The  great  war  has  brought  about  many  new  activities  during  the 
past  school  year.  All  of  our  pupils  are  members  of  the  Junior  Bed 
Cross  and  have  done  much  work  in  the  same.  Our  sewing  classes  in 
the  High  School  and  Junior  High  School  have  worked  almost  ex- 
clusively on  Bed  Cross  work.  We  have  continued  our  activities  in 
the  war  gardens  and  have  bought  and  sold  many  Thrift  Stamps.  Our 
high  school  has  been  the  headquarters  for  the  Senior  Bed  Cross  and 
they  occupy  one  room  for  making  surgical  dressings,  one  room  for 
sewing  and  one  supply  room.  Consequently,  the  patrons  have  become 
much  more  interested  in  the  school  and  the  school  much  interested  in 
the  Bed  Cross.  Our  auditorium  has  been  used  at  least  twice  a  week 
for  meetings  in  connection  with  war  work. 

We  continue  to  have  a  large  number  of  pupils  per  teacher,  but  this 
is  unavoidable,  as  our  tax  levy  is  twenty-five  mills  and  so  our  income 
cannot  be  increased.  Our  high  school  enrollment  has  increased  and 
we  have  added  a  commercial  course  and  a  course  in  mechanical 
•drawing,  which  has  made  our  school  much  more  efficient. 

Our  gymnasium  is  much  in  use  both  during  school  hours  and  after 
school  hours.  During  the  winter  months  the  gymnasium  was  open 
six  evenings  per  week  for  the  u,se  of  students  and  others  who  desired 
to  avail  themselves  of  it.  The  people  are  realizing  that  the  school 
is  their  property  and  it  is  for  the  use  of  anything  that  is  educational. 
Consequently,  the  school  sentiment  is  very  strong  and  the  people 
feel  that  they  wish  to  do  all  that  they  can  for  the  school. 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  an  exceptionally  strong  corps  of 
teachers  who  are  much  interested  in  their  work  and  aim  to  continue 
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in  their  profession.  We  are  also  fortunate  in  that  all  of  our  teachers 
are  to  return  to  us  next  year  and  we  have  a  large  number  of  substi- 
tutes, all  of  whom  are  normal  graduates,  waiting  for  a  place  on  the 
list.  _  i 


MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP  (SchuylkUl  County)— Joseph  F.  Noonan. 


The  school  year  1917-1918  has  been  a  most  eventful  one.  Our  edu- 
cational facilities  have  been  increased  and  improved  in  many  im- 
portant respects.  The  work  begun  four  years  ago  has  been  almost 
completed,  and  we  may  look  to  big  things  in  the  future. 

Among  the  educational  activities  of  the  past  year  are:  The  com- 
pletion of  a  new  |100,000  high  school  building;  the  introduction  of 
manual  training  and  domestic  science  with  properly  trained  in- 
structors in  charge ;  the  extension  of  our  idrawing  course  into  indus- 
trial lines ;  the  centralization  of  our  seventh  and  eighth  gra.des 
under  a  departmental  system ;  the  equipment  of  laboratories  in  most 
complete  manner  to  enable  us  to  put  the  workshop  idea  into  vogue 
in  teaching  chemistry,  physics,  and  the  other  scientific  branches ;  the 
presentation  of  an  educational  operetta  at  our  commencement  exer- 
cises instead  of  the  old  stereotyped  form  of  offering  essays,  recitations 
and  addresses ;  the  popular  exhibition  in  our  show  rooms  of  the  work 
done  in  the  manual  training,  domestic  science,  penmanship  and  draw- 
ing departments;  the  election  of  a  high  school  faculty  composed  en- 
tirely of  college  gralduates  for  the  first  time  in  our  history,  all  of 
them  strangers  and  from  different  schools ;  the  correlation  of  all  war 
activities  with  our  school  v/ork,  resulting  in  the  schools  conducting 
(a),  a  war  savings  department;  (b),  a  Eed  Cross  sewing  and  knitting 
department;  (c),  a  Hoover  department  in  which  all  the  theories  of 
the  Food  Administration  were  tested  and  explained;  (d),  an  intelli- 
gence department  whereby  the  pupils  of  the  high  school  acted  as 
pi'opagandists  to  spread  the  doctrine  of  satisfaction  and  patience 
among  the  people ;  the  extension  anid  amplification  of  our  supplemen- 
tary reading  course;  the  use  of  model  classes  to  illustrate  modern 
methods  to  the  various  grade  teachers,  and  the  co-ordination  of  all 
administrative  and  executive  functions  of  the  board  of  directors  in 
the  hands  of  the  superintendent  of  schools. 

The  New  High  School. 

The  State  Department  has  recognized  our  high  school,  now  main- 
taining a  four-year  course  approved  by  the  State,  as  a  first-class 
school.    This  is  very  gratifying,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  four  years 


No.  11.  MAHANOY  TOWNSHIP.  265 

ago  our  school  had  no  rating  of  any  kind.  The  building,  which  is  a 
handsome  white  structure,  stands  on  the  hillside  overlooking  the 
borough  of  Mahanoy  City,  and  with  its  terraced  front  and  imposing 
steps,  in  the  middle  of  which  stands  an  8.5-foot  flagpole,  is  one  of  the 
landmarks  of  the  coal  regions.  Steel  lamp  standards  fixed  in  each 
side  of  the  steps,  form  a  lighted  pathway  in  the  nightime,  beautiful 
and  striking  in  every  way.  The  exterior  is  a  fit  companion  to  the 
interior  which  is  most  thoroughly  and  scientifically  equipped. 

The  manual  training  department,  located  in  the  basement,  contains 
21  woodworking  benches,  1  bantlsaw,  8  lathes,  1  universal  saw  table, 
one  grindstone,  one  surfacer  and  planer,  and  one  jointer.  A  glue 
pot,  a  painting  bench,  steel  clamps,  individual  tool  sets,  and  a  tool 
cabinet  complete  the  equipment.  All  machines  are  electrically 
driven.  The  room  is  very  large,  and  is  attractively  finished  in  buflc 
and  white,  the  division  of  space  making  a  woodworking  department, 
a  machine  department  and  a  finishing  (department. 

The  domestic  science  department  contains  12  gas  stoves,  each 
having  3  burners,  a  drip  pan,  an  oven,  2  bread  boards,  two  supply 
drawers  and  a  general  cupboard.  In  the  room,  which  is  very  spacious, 
there  are  also  a  coal  stove,  two  laundry  trays,  two  large  sinks,  an 
incinerator,  four  sewing  tables,  one  ironing  board,  one  fitting  stand, 
three  sewing  machines,  one  supply  case,  one  display  cabinet,  and  a 
fitting  compartment.  Two  large  additional  supply  cupboards  and  a 
refrigerator  complete  the  equipment.  The  room  has  a  pantry,  a 
cooking  department,  a  sewing  (department,  and  a  fitting  department. 

Each  room  is  fitted  for  a  special  subject,  the  history  and  geog- 
raphy rooms  having  built-in  map  cases  with  sixteen  large  maps,  one 
18-inch  globe,  and  35  individual  globes.  The  rooms  are  also  fitted 
with  electrical  plugs  for  lantern  purposes. 

The  science  department  has  a  lecture  room,  a  physical  laboratory 
and  a  chemical  laboratory.  The  lecture  room  has  a  triple  black- 
board, a  large  instructor's  desk  with  gas,  water  and  electricity;  an 
aquarium,  and  fifty  tablet-arm  chairs. 

The  physical  laboratory  has  a  teachers'  desk,  four  experimental 
tables,  a  work  shelf,  a  built-in  apparatus  cabinet  and  a  complete  list 
of  equipment,  including  microscopes,  barometers,  hydrometers,  a 
Babcock  milk  tester,  an  electrolysis  outfit,  etc. 

The  chemical  laboratory  contains  an  instructors'  table,  three  chemi- 
cal tables,  a  dark  room,  an  apparatus  room,  two  fume  hoods  and  a 
complete  list  of  chemicals. 

The  auditorium  contains  seven  hundred  upholstered  chairs,  a 
beautifully  curtained  stage  equipped  with  every  modern  theatrical 
device,  including  a  dimmer,  and  a  raised  platform  on  the  balcony  for 
a  moving  picture  machine. 

The  toilet  rooms  are  finished  in  white  Italian  marble,  all  fixtures 
being  porcelain,  commode  lids  being  white  celluloise. 
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The  superintendent's  office  and  board  room  are  centrally  located. 

Technical  Work. 

Manual  training  is  taught  in  grades  seven  and  eight,  and  in  the 
high  school. 

Mechanical  drawing  forms  part  of  this  course,  and  much  good 
work  was  done.  The  boys  made  during  the  first  year:  121  bird 
boxes,  85  necktie  racks,  100  bread  boards,  78  glove  boxes,  125  blotters, 
122  book  racks,  65  knife  and  fork  trays,  87  brush  and  comb  holders, 
45  drawing  boards,  65  knife  and  fork  trays,  87  brush  and  comb 
holders,  45  drawing  boards,  25  bench  hooks,  3  collection  boxes,  1 
lamp  stan'd  and  52  original  articles  of  a  miscellaneous  nature.  Each 
of  these  articles  was  constructed  from  a  mechanical  drawing  made 
by  the  student  before  he  started  the  actual  work  of  making  the 
object.  This  course  should  prove  most  valuable  and  extensive  next 
year. 

Domestic  science,  including  sewing,  cooking,  dressmaking  and 
housework,  is  taught  in  the  same  grades  as  manual  training.  All 
girls  keep  their  own  notebooks  and  do  the  actual  work  required  at 
home  in  school.  In  this  department  last  year  the  girls  made  100 
Hoover  outfits,  including  aprons,  collars  anid  cuffs;  25  kimonas,  250 
hemmed  towels,  18  dresses,  65  napkins  and  handkerchiefs,  124  laun- 
dry bags,  25  tablecloths,  48  pairs  bloomers,  65  house  dustcaps,  65 
wash  rags,  35  dishcloths,  100  sets  feminine  apparel,  27  shirtwaists,  14 
trimmed  hats  and  215  miscellaneous  articles.  This  department 
proved  most  popular  and  will  grow  with  time. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  exhibitions  were  held  and  the  various 
articles  placed  on  display  before  the  public.  It  is  estimated  that 
approximately  7,000  people  attended  these  exhibitions. 

War  Activities, 

Our  schools  have  sold  approximately  |12,000  worth  of  War  Savings 
Stamps  during  the  past  year. 

In  Junior  Red  Cross  work,  the  following  finished  items  were 
turned  over  to  the  Chapter:  206  housewives,  7  Red  Cross  blankets, 
50  washcloths,  615  towels,  17  comfort  quilts,  86  comfort  pillows,  227 
pillow  cases,  36  scarfs,  16  personal  bags,  19  pairs  socks,  5  pairs  wrist- 
lets, 24  refugee  aprons  and  6  sweaters. 

While  not  actively  engaged  in  selling  Liberty  Bonds,  our  students 
did  much  toward  stimulating  a  patriotic  interest  in  the  various  issues 
which  were  all  largely  oversubscribed  in  our  district. 

Our  domestic  science  idepartment  did  much  toward  making  clear 
the  meaning  of  substitutes,  the  governmental  plan  of  preparing  food 
and  the  food  theories  that  people  were  not  willing  to  try.  In  this 
movement  we  felt  ourselves  doing  real  patriotic  service. 
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The  public  is  very  proud  of  its  manual  training  and  domestic 
science  departments,  the  only  ones  in  Schuylkill  county. 

Our  teachers  were  given  a  monthly  raise  per  person  of  |5  at  the 
beginning  of  the  term. 

The  truancy  laws  are  being  enforced  with  rigid  precision. 

The  National  Card  Eecord  System  is  very  popular  with  us  now 
and  is  resulting  in  saving  much  time  and  labor. 

The  high  school  faculty  is  depleted  considerably  by  reason  of  mar- 
riage and  war. 

The  grammar  school  commencement  exercises,  at  which  52  were 
graduateld,  attracted  large  audiences.  It  was  repeated,  due  to  the 
size  of  the  crowd.    "Patriotism"  was  the  theme. 

Our  thanks  are  due  the  Department  for  its  never-failing  courtesy 
and  helpfulness. 


MEADVILLE— Edward  Sargent. 


The  public  schools  of  Meadville  closed  a  successful  year,  gradu- 
ating a  class  of  one  hundred  and  five  (105),  saddened  however,  by 
the  loss  of  some  of  its  graduates  in  the  Aetna  explosion. 

The  draft  laid  its  firm  hand  on  the  young  men  of  the  teaching 
force  and  took  our  athletic  coach  and  history  instructor,  Mr.  Doug- 
lass M.  Dunbar,  Mr.  Charles  L.  Munhall,  instructor  in  manual 
training,  and  Mr.  Winfield  Zehring,  instructor  in  chemistry.  This 
greatly  handicaps  us  for  another  year. 

Besides  the  regular  school  work,  there  has  been  held  war  work  of 
various  kinds.  Through  the  school  system  a  most  careful  and  con- 
sistent food  conservation  campaign  reached  every  home  in  the  city. 
Eed  Cross  knitting,  quilting  and  sewing  was  done  in  both  the  grades 
and  the  high  school,  while  the  commercial  department  districted  the 
city  and  collected  local  Re!d  Cross  subscriptions  and  kept  the  books 
of  collections  to  the  benefit  of  both  the  department  and  the  Red 
Cross. 

In  the  third  Liberty  Loan  drive  the  students  raised  (by  money 
EARNED,  not  asked  for  at  home)  four  (4)  one  hundred  dollar  (|100) 
Liberty  Bonds,  which  they  presented  to  the  local  Chapter  of  the 
American  Red  Cross.  Some  sixty  boys  (60)  have  also  aikied  in  the 
food  situation  by  returning  to  the  farms  for  the  summer  term.  As 
a  war  measure  to  emphasize  the  need  of  100%  Americanism,  and  a 
rebuke  to  pro-German  propaganda,  German  has  been  eliminated 
for  the  present,  from  the  school  system, 
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These  activities  have  tended  to  unify  the  force  and  add  zest  to  the 
regular  work  which  we  feel  has  been  kept  up  to  standard. 

The  relations  of  faculty  and  superintendent  have  been  marked  by 
an  extreme  loyalty  and  spirit  of  co-operation. 


MIDDLETOWN— H.  J.  Wickey. 


The  schools  during  the  year  were  well  attended  and  the  enrollment 
was  larger  than  usual.  We  experienced  considerable  trouble  in  en- 
forcing the  requirements  of  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Act  on  ac- 
count of  the  demands  for  labor  and  the  ease  with  which  children 
could  secure  work  and  high  wages  in  connection  with  the  building 
of  the  Aviation  Supply  Depot  and  Ordnance  Station  near  our 
borough. 

During  the  year  the  schools  were  not  lax  in  their  patriotic  duties. 
Eight  of  our  high  school  boys  enlisted  for  military  service.  The 
Junior  Bed  Cross  was  organized  in  the  schools,  one  thousand  becom- 
ing members.  Prior  to  organizing  the  Junior  Eeld  Cross  the  children 
were  given  an  opportunity  to  contribute  a  penny  a  week  to  the  Red 
Cross.  This  contribution  in  about  four  months'  time  amounted  to 
$125.  The  Junior  Red  Cross  was  immediately  popular  with  the  chil- 
dren and  the  public.  Through  this  organization  about  |500  was 
raised  and  more  than  |200  spent  for  materials  which  were  converted 
into  Red  Cross  supplies.  Besides  these  activities,  our  children 
bought  generously  of  War  Savings  Stamps  and  assisted  in  Liberty 
Loan  campaigns. 

Plans  are  being  made  for  still  more  active  work  during  the  coming 
year. 


MILTON— Carl  L.  Millward. 


Early  in  the  school  year  our  Superintendent,  Wallace  W.  Fetzer, 
was  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  Government.  Before 
going  abroa^d  as  Lieut.  Colonel  of  the  109th  Infantry,  he  returned  on 
a  short  leave  of  absence  and  visited  every  school  room  in  Milton. 
His  visit,  his  inspiring  talks,  as  he  came  fresh  from  Camp  Hancock, 
did  more  to  arouse  a  deep  abiding  sense  of  true  patriotism  than  any 
other  factor  in  our  town.  He  is  spoken  of  by  every  school  child  as 
our  fighting  superintendent. 
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Through  our  county  chairman  and  teachers,  the  various  schools 
have  been  organized  for  systematic  Thrift  Stamp  campaigns.  Since 
February  26,  the  children  have  invested  |2,500  in  Thrift  Stamps. 

Every  available  room  in  the  Central  Grammar  School  Building  is 
being  used  by  the  Red  Cross.  Junior  Red  Cross  workers  are  called 
upon  from  time  to  time  to  assist  in  the  simple  operations. 

War  gardens  have  been  encourageki  by  the  teachers  and  through 
them  a  proper  assortment  of  seeds  has  been  purchased. 

The  organization  of  the  Working  Boys  Reserve,  the  sending  of 
nine  of  them  to  State  College  for  instructions  in  practical  farming, 
has  been  a  help  to  our  farmers  and  made  the  boys  feel  that  they  have 
a  part  in  this  great  struggle. 

In  every  way  possible  we  are  teaching  the  children  thrift,  conserva- 
tion and  patriotism.  Appointed  days  for  the  buying  of  stamps,  the 
introduction  of  problems  in  arithmetic  and  history  on  thrift  and 
war  causes,  timely  talks  on  the  systematic  saving  of  food  and  the 
value  of  healthy  bodies  are  some  of  the  means  Milton  teachers  are 
using  in  their  attempt  to  aid  those  in  the  field. 

We  have  always  had  a  very  strong  Parent- Teacher  Association. 
They  have  equipped  and  maintained  rest  rooms  and  first  aid  chests 
in  all  of  our  buildings.  This  year  their  work  has  been  partially 
absorbed  by  the  various  war  activities.  They  are  always  ready  and 
willing  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  promote  the  best  interests 
ol  our  schools. 

The  crowded  condition  of  our  schools,  due  in  large  part  to  the 
munition  workers,  will  necessitate  the  opening  of  another  seventh 
grade  school.  We  are  centralizing  our  seventh  grades  in  the  Central 
Grammar  Building. 

We  are  very  grateful  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  for 
their  assistance  during  the  year. 


MINERSVILLE— C.  E.  Roudabush. 


The  work  in  our  schools  during  the  past  year,  considering  the  con- 
ditions under  which  we  labored,  was  commendable.  Our  high  school 
was  hard  hit  by  war  conditions  and  many  changes  in  the  faculty  were 
keenly  felt.  A  decrease  in  the  enrollment  was  suffered — due  to  the 
attractive  wages  offered  our  boys  and  girls,  to  the  high  cost  of  living 
and  to  many  families  seeking  other  locations. 

Our  schools  are  at  a  standstill  owing  to  lack  of  sufficient  funds. 
We  cannot  borrow,  our  millage  has  been  placed  at  the  limit,  the 
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valuations  are  too  low,  and  it  seems  impossible  to  have  the  valua- 
tions advanced,  as  the  coal  companies  seem  to  run  the  county  and 
the  people  are  satisfied  to  allow  them  to  do  so. 

Our  salaries  are  too  low  anid  especially  so  in  the  high  school.  We 
begin  each  year  with  almost  an  entire  new  faculty  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  make  advancement. 

We  should  have  domestic  science,  manual  training,  music,  art  and 
physical  culture  added  to  our  course  of  study.  We  cannot  hope  for 
these  things  as  long  as  the  people  are  satisfied.  Our  boys  and  girls 
do  not  get  a  "square  deal,"  and  after  the  war  it  is  our  hope  that 
our  people  will  have  learned  to  fight  and  will  turn  all  the  experience 
gained  into  the  great  battle  at  home  to  make  "Democracy  safe  for 
the  world." 


MONESSEN— H.  E.  Gress. 


The  Monessen  schools  closed  Tuesday,  June  4.  Quite  a  lot  of  work 
relating  to  war  activities  was  done  during  the  year.  About  twenty- 
five  boxes  of  second-hand  clothing  for  the  relief  of  the  Belgians  was 
collected  by  the  school  children.  More  than  enough  money  to  pay 
the  enrollment  fee  of  all  the  pupils  in  the  Junior  Red  Cross  was 
raised  by  the  pupils  and  the  teachers. 

$6,745.67  worth  of  War  Saving  Stamps  and  Thrift  Stamps  were 
owned  by  the  pupils  and  teachers  at  the  last  report  on  May  28.  The 
children  can  purchase  Thrift  Stamps  this  summer  at  the  three  play- 
ground centers  conducted  by  the  schools. 

University  Extension  work  was  carried  on  again  this  year  in 
Monessen  by  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  Five  different  courses, 
each  course  worth  two  credits,  were  given.  Most  of  the  teachers 
took  one  or  more  of  these  courses. 

Evening  schools  were  carried  on  two  nights  a  week  for  five  months. 
Over  two  hundred  stu'dents  enrolled.  Instruction  was  given  in  read- 
ing, writing,  spelling,  English,  arithmetic,  civics  and  preparation  for 
naturalization,  bookkeeping,  typewriting,  shorthand,  physical  train- 
ing, cooking,  sewing  and  mechanical  drawing.  Nine  teachers  were 
employed  in  the  evening  schools. 

On  June  5,  a  term  of  summer  school  began  which  continued  for 
four  weeks.  Although  any  pupil  who  wished  could  attend  the  sum- 
mer school,  it  was  organized  especially  for  three  classes  of  children ; 
first  for  those  who  had  failed  to  make  their  grade ;  second,  for  those 
who  were  exceptionally  strong  and  who  by  taking  some  additional 
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work  could  make  up  an  extra  half-year  grade;  third,  for  those  who 
had  merely  passed  their  grade  but  needed  some  review  work  to  make 
them  better  prepared  for  the  coming  term's  work.  Classes  were  con- 
ducted in  any  subject  from  the  first  grade  through  the  high  school, 
when  a  sufficient  number  of  pupils,  to  justify  organizing  a  class, 
applied.  463  pupils  attended  this  school ;  122  who  had  failed  before 
or  who  were  exceptionally  strong  passed  off  one-half  year's  work 
and  80  credits  in  the  high  school  were  made.  Most  of  the  high  school 
students  took  only  one  subject  in  which  they  had  failed  the  preceding 
term. 

A  substantial  increase  in  salaries  has  been  given  to  the  teachers 
for  next  year  and  we  shall  lose  very  few  of  our  good  teachers. 

A  new  school  on  the  "Duplicate  Plan"  was  put  in  operation  during 
the  year.  An  account  of  this  school  was  given  in  the  Pennsylvania 
Educational  News  Bulletin  of  May  24,  1918, 

Our  total  enrollment  increased  last  year  from  3,787  to  4,064.  The 
increase  this  coming  year  will  likely  be  about  the  same.  If  this 
should  be  the  case,  our  schools  will  be  crowded.  We  now  have  the 
Junior  high  school  and  the  high  school  in  the  same  building,  but 
both  of  these  schools  are  increasing  so  rapidly  that  we  shall  need  the 
High  School  Building  for  the  high  school.  We  then  shouHd  have  a 
separate  Junior  High  School  Building. 


MONONGAHELA  CITY— Eenwick  G.  Dean. 


I  hereby  submit  my  report  as  superintendent  of  schools  of  Monon- 
gahela  City  for  the  past  term.- 

We  have  closed  a  successful  year's  work.  The  many  war  activi- 
ties changed  considerably  the  work  of  the  teacher  during  the  past 
term,  but  while  these  demands  have  come  and  have  been  an  addi- 
tional load  to  the  teacher,  yet  we  have  had  more  intense  teaching  and 
better  school  work  done  because  of  these  activities. 

Through  the  schools  we  have  stressed  the  planting  of  war  gardens, 
having  secured  and  (distributed  seeds,  helped  in  securing  vacant  lots 
for  gardens  and  offered  prizes  for  well  kept  gardens. 

Through  the  schools  we  have  successfully  canvassed  for  the  Bed 
Cross  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  funds  and  have  sold  almost  five  thousand 
dollars'  worth  of  Thrift  Stamps  through  schools.  We  changed  our 
School  Savings  organization  to  a  Thrift  Stamp  organization.  It 
has  worked  well. 

During  the  past  term  we  have  had  University  Extension  work  done 
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here  by  the  University  of  Pittsburgh.  Many  of  our  teachers  availed 
themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  better  themselves  for  teaching. 
Added  results  were  evident  from  the  teachers  who  took  the  course  of 
study. 

The  need  of  help  in  offices  has  come  to  us  by  way  of  attracting 
teachers  to  better  paying  jobs.  Many  of  the  teachers  can  make  more 
money  per  month  for  twelve  months  than  in  the  work  of  teaching 
for  only  nine  months  a  year  work.  This  has  taken  some  of  our 
experienced  teachers. 

Our  evening  school  accommodated  many  foreign  adults  who  were 
seeking  naturalization  papers.  We  aimed  to  teach  them  the  funda- 
mentals of  our  government  that  they  might  not  only  pass  their  ex- 
aminations for  naturalization  papers,  but  be  more  able  to  understand 
our  laws  and  civil  institutions  and  be  better  citizens. 

In  our  Continuation  School  we  gave  the  boys  and  girls  as  much 
help  as  possible  for  their  work  in  shop  and  factory.  The  girls  were 
given  domestic  science  and  the  boys  mechanical  drawing  and  shop 
work  along  with  the  class  room  instruction. 

During  the  year  we  decreasdd  the  number  of  pupils  enrolled  in 
each  room  and  as  a  result  secured  better  work.  More  pupils  were 
able  to  be  promoted. 

The  severe  winter  with  the  crippled  trolley  and  train  service  mili- 
tated against  regular  attendance.  This  was  especially  noticeable  in 
the  high  school. 

We  have  not  done  any  building  during  the  year.  We  are  in  need 
of  a  new  High  School  Building,  but  are  trying  to  wait  until  the 
present  period  of  high  prices  may  pass  before  beginning.  A  new 
high  school  would  allow  us  to  use  our  present  High  School  Building 
as  a  Junior  high  school  and  we  could  organize  our  upper  grade  work 
better. 

We  thank  the  Department  for  the  timely  suggestions  given  during 
the  term,  an'd  hope  for  a  close  relation  between  the  District  and  the 
Department  at  all  times. 


MT.  CARMEL— W.  M.  Yeingst. 


The  school  year  came  to  a  close  on  May  28  with  the  graduation 
of  thirty-nine  young  ladies  and  gentlemen.  A  class  play  was  used 
instead  of  the  usual  class  day  exercises  and  proved  a  very  pleasing 
feature  of  the  graduation  exercises.  This  play  was  of  a  patriotic 
nature  and  was  received  so  favorably  that  it  was  repeated  two  nights 
after  Commencement  for  the  benefit  of  the  local  chapter  of  the  Eed 
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Cross.  The  house  was  crowded  and  a  neat  sum  was  realized  for 
this  worthy  organization. 

Of  the  thirty-nine  members  of  the  graduating  class,  seven  passed 
successfully  the  Civil  Service  Examinations  and  are  now  working  in 
Washington ;  four  are  teaching  in  the  rural  schools ;  one  is  a  student 
in  the  United  States  Naval  Academy;  nineteen  are  in  attendance  at 
colleges  and  universities;  one  is  attending  Normal;  five  are  doing 
office  work  as  stenographers  and  typists;  one  is  taking  a  course  as 
a  nurse;  and  one  is  remaining  at  home. 

During  the  year  the  several  grade  buildings  held  successful  enter- 
tainments for  the  benefit  of  the  Red  Cross.  As  a  result  of  these 
entertainments,  approximately  |1,400  was  turned  over  to  that 
organization.  Each  school  purchased  a  Liberty  Bond  and  presented 
the  same  to  the  Eed  Cross.  During  the  year  the  schools  sold  ap- 
proximately |50,000  worth  of  Liberty  Bonds.  The  service  flag  of  the 
high  school  shows  sixty-six  stars  with  a  gold  star  in  the  midst. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  addition  of  domestic  science 
and  manual  training  to  our  course  of  study.  It  is  the  purpose  to 
make  both  of  these  subjects  compulsory  to  all  pupils  of  the  seventh 
and  eighth  grades  and  elective  to  high  students.  With  this  end  in 
view,  equipment  for  bothclepartments  has  been  purchased  and  com- 
petent teachers  hired. 

The  high  school  course  of  study  has  been  changed  so  as  to  fit  the 
pupil  and  his  needs  as  much  as  possible.  Electives  play  an  important 
part,  especially  during  the  junior  and  senior  years.  Our  high 
school  now  offers  four  years  of  the  following  subjects:  English, 
mathematics,  Latin,  history  and  science;  three  years  of  shorthand, 
typewriting,  French  and  Spanish.  Other  subjects  are  given  due 
consideration  with  the  idea  of  making  the  course  throughout  prac- 
tical and  of  such  a  nature  that  the  individual  may  be  prepared  to 
meet  the  various  problems  which  confront  him  when  he  leaves  school. 

We  hereby  extend  our  thanks  to  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion for  the  many  courtesies  extended  to  us. 


MUNHALL— Charles  E.  Stone. 


Munhall  has  been  a  district  superintendency  since  September  3, 
1917.  Although  I  have  been  here  three  years,  this  is  my  first 
report  to  the  State  office. 

During  the  past  year  we  opened  for  use  an  addition  to  the  high 
school  building.     This  will  take  care  of  the  growing  enrollment  for 
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a  few  years  to  come.  In  addition  to  extra  class  rooms  we  have  a 
large  gymnasium,  shower  and  locker  rooms,  a  very  good  science 
suite  of  two  laboratory  rooms  with  a  lecture  room  between,  a  new 
library  fitted  with  tables  and  chairs,  each  recitation  room  equipped 
with  the  chair  desk  and  program  clock.  Good  works  of  art  are 
everywhere  in  evidence. 

At  the  opening  of  the  building  to  the  public  a  Progress  Booklet 
was  given  to  each  visitor.  In  this  thirty-two  page  book  we  describe 
the  building,  note  the  increase  of  enrollment,  give  a  history  of  the 
schools,  mention  the  texts  in  use,  tell  what  is  taught  and  show  how 
we  saved  in  our  Savings  Bank.  I  asked  the  teachers  to  state  in 
easily  unlderstood  English  what  they  were  teaching  so  that  parents 
and  pupils  might  really  get  some  idea  of  the  content  of  courses.  This 
portion  of  the  booklet  is  interesting  reading.  We  have  a  few  copies 
left  for  those  interested. 

A  simple  system  of  savings  bank  resulted  in  an  accumulation  of 
over  |1,700  at  the  end  of  six  months.  We  returned  the  money  to  the 
pupils  in  May  with  4%  interest.  Most  of  the  boys  and  girls  promptly 
bought  W.  S.  S.  with  their  savings. 

Following  an  eloquent  appeal  by  Madam  Ritz,  the  pupils  adopted 
eleven  orphan  children  in  France  We  had  100%  Junior  Red  Cross 
membership  from  the  fifth  grade  upwards,  I  did  not  open  it  to  the 
grades  below.  Generous  response  to  the  Liberty  Loan  drives,  study 
of  war  facts,  contests  for  junior  four-minute  speakers,  use  of  the  gov- 
ernment community  life  lessons,  knitting  during  and  after  school 
hours,  liberal  assistance  to  the  Red  Cross  local  chapter,  and  a  slightly 
increased  school  day  are  some  of  the  ways  in  which  war  influenced 
our  activities. 

Standard  tests  in  reading,  spelling  and  arithmetic  have  assisted 
in  increasing  our  teaching  efficiency. 

In  place  of  the  usual  reading  circle  book,  we  used  current  maga- 
zines. Each  teacher  subscribed,  and  doubtless  read  a  good  magazine 
suitdd  to  his  interests.  The  high  school  used  The  School  Review; 
upper  grades.  The  Elementary  School  Journal,  and  the  lower  grade 
teachers,  Primary  Education,  I  passed  many  books  among  the 
teachers  for  recommended  reading.  Eighteen  educational  magazines 
were  reviewed  at  my  office  and  widely  read  by  the  teachers. 

A  pupils'  reading  circle,  or  a  system  of  compulsory  home  reading 
of  good  books  with  school  credit,  has  been  my  special  "hobby"  for 
the  past  three  years.  A  full  explanation  will  appear  this  fall  in  The 
Elementary  School  Journal. 

We  have  introduced  the  study  of  French  and  laid  German  on  the 
shelf.  We  are  going  to  build  up  a  good  commercial  department, 
although  our  school  is  not  large.  Next  year  we  shall  teach  stenog- 
raphy, bookkeeping  and  typewriting.    We  have  two  medical  inspec- 
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tions  yearly.  We  follow  up  these  examinations  with  letters  and  calls. 
Two  rooms  with  specially  prepared  teachers  are  of  great  assistance 
to  many  pupils.  It  was  my  pleasure  to  teach  Occupations  for  the 
past  two  years,  using  Gowin  and  Wheatley's  text.  A  complete  set 
of  1,000  U.  and  U.  stereographs,  a  good  stereopticon  lantern  with 
weekly  talks  by  a  teacher  or  myself,  the  exhibits  from  the  State 
Museum,  and  moving  pictures  assist  in  the  instruction  of  many 
subjects. 

Community  gatherings  have  been  quite  frequent  in  the  High 
School  Building.  At  the  Christmas  season  the  entire  school  and 
many  parents  get  together  in  the  Carnegie  Library  for  a  big  sing. 
You  will  find  one  of  our  programs  in  my  article  for  the  music  section 
of  the  State  Association.  These  get-togethers  will  be  even  more  fre- 
quent the  coming  year. 

It  is  with  pride  that  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  board  of 
directors  has  made  each  teacher  a  present  of  membership  in  the 
N.  E.  A.  and  the  State  association.  Last  year  the  war  bonus  was 
10%  above  the  salary.  This  year  the  bonus  is  15%,  In  this  way 
Munhall  is  made  an  even  more  desirable  place  in  which  to  teach. 

A  better  school  board  or  group  of  pupils  and  teachers  than  exists 
in  Munhall  would  be  hard  to  find.  I  look  forward  to  the  next  four 
years  with  keen  anticipation. 


NANTICOKE— A.  P.  Diffendafer. 


The  school  work  in  this  district  was  modified  in  several  particulars 
by  the  war  conditions.  The  essential  importance  of  teaching  patriot- 
ism received  emphasis.  The  illustrative  material  prepared  by  the  na- 
tional government  was  used  to  good  advantage.  The  necessity  of 
supporting  our  government  during  these  critical  times  encouraged 
our  pupils  to  do  their  best  in  every  department  of  our  work. 

The  question  of  thrift  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  all  the 
grades.  Every  pupil  in  the  schools  was  urged  to  become  a  member 
of  the  thrift  army.  Many  who  had  never  saved  anything  before  began 
to  save  to  purchase  Thrift  Stamps.  The  opportunity  to  teach  the 
pupils  the  necessity  of  saving  money  as  well  as  food  was  not  over- 
looked. Many  needed  lessons  were  given  to  the  pupils.  The  careless 
handling  of  money  and  the  almost  profligate  spending  of  the  same 
needed  correction.  The  major  part  of  the  work  done  in  selling  War 
Savings  Stamps  was  done  by  the  pupils  in  the  school. 

The  shortage  of  labor  in  the  anthracite  coal  fields,  coupled  with 
the  desire  to  maintain  the  maximum  output  of  production,  prompted 
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a  very  large  number  of  our  high  school  boys  to  offer  their  services 
to  the  mines.  They  were  excused  from  school  at  12:45  and  reported 
at  the  mines  in  time  to  do  a  half  day's  work.  The  practical  lessons 
learned  were  well  worth  while.  The  plan  served  to  link  the  school 
and  the  community  closer  together. 

No  new  experiments  were  tried  in  our  district  during  the  year. 
Our  aim  was  to  preserve  the  efficiency  of  our  former  plans,  and  at 
the  same  time  try  to  modify  them  to  meet  the  new  conditions  imposed 
upon  us  by  the  war. 

Our  domestic  science  department  endeavored  to  show  how  the 
purposes  of  Mr.  Hoover  could  be  carried  out.  The  pupils  were  taught 
how  to  prepare  the  foods  that  would  be  found  in  the  average  home 
at  the  present  time,  according  to  the  regulation  provided  by  the 
National  Food  Administration.  Several  demonstrations  in  canning 
anid  preserving  fruits,  preparing  and  serving  food  according  to  the 
new  recipes,  were  much  appreciated  by  the  people  and  proved  bene- 
ficial to  the  communit}^ 

The  new  thought  in  education  has  been  brought  to  our  teachers 
through  the  annual  institute  held  at  various  times  of  the  year; 
through  frequent  conferences  with  the  teachers  of  the  different  grades 
and  the  careful  reading  and  stimulating  discussion  of  "How  To 
Teach,"  by  Strayer  and  Norsworthy. 


NEW  BEIGHTON— Flovd  Atwell. 


The  work  of  the  'New  Brighton  public  schools  was  carried  on 
during  the  year  just  closed  with  the  usual  success.  The  authorities 
experienced  less  dilficulty  in  procuring  and  holding  teachers  to  carry 
on  the  year's  work  than  was  experience  in  many  districts.  The 
only  difficult  problem  was  that  of  engaging  a  teacher  of  science  when 
that  position  became  vacant  at  the  Christmas  vacation. 

The  average  enrollment  per  teacher  in  our  grade  schools  is  thirty- 
nine  pupils  and  in  our  high  school  thirty-four  students.  This  is  still 
too  high,  but  probably  cannot  be  modified  until  a  new  high  school 
building  is  erected. 

For  the  third  successive  year,  gardening  under  the  encouragement 
and  direction  of  the  school  has  been  carried  on.  The  results  of  last 
year's  work  were  better  than  those  of  either  of  the  former  years. 
During  the  spring  months  of  the  school  year  1916-17  it  was  presented 
to  the  pupils  as  a  war  measure,  by  which  they  were  urged  to  do 
their  part  in  increasing  the  food  supply  of  the  country.    More  than 


No.  11.  NEW  CASTLE.  277 

ordinary  interest  was  manifested  Iduring  the  summer  and  on  Friday 
evening,  September  21,  an  exhibit  of  the  products  raised  by  the 
pupils  was  held  which  attracted  a  great  deal  of  attention  from  the 
adults  of  the  district.  Cash  prizes  were  given  for  the  six  best  ex- 
hibits of  vegetables  and  for  the  two  best  exhibits  of  flowers.  These 
prizes  had  a  good  effect  in  holding  the  interest  of  the  pupils. 

A  Junior  Red  Cross  organization  was  effected  as  an  auxiliary  to 
the  local  branch,  in  which  practically  the  whole  school  was  enrolled. 
Two-hundreki  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  were 
collected  in  twenty-five  cent  enrollment  fees,  not  including  those  who 
were  automatically  enrolled,  already  being  members  of  the  senior 
branch.  The  proper  student  officers  and  committees  were  chosen  and 
active  work  taken  up  in  the  school.  During  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  the  work  in  domestic  art  was  largely  Eed  Cross  work  and  in 
addition  to  the  work  done  out  of  school,  each  teacher  was  given 
a  forty-minute  period  each  week  to  teach  and  do  work  in  knitting. 
The  following  is  a  report  of  work  done  by  the  schools :  164  sweaters, 
81  pairs  wristlets,  50  pairs  socks,  2  robes,  4,497  articles — surgical 
dressings. 

The  boys  of  the  schools  joined  heartily  in  the  campaign  for  raising 
the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  War  Work  Fund.  Seventy-five  boys  each  pledged  Ten 
Dollars  to  the  fund  and  thus  signified  their  desire  to  be  classed  with 
the  First  Hundred  Thousand.  All  but  ten  of  these  boys  were  enrolled 
in  the  schools.  The  boys  were  urged  to  make  the  necessary  sacrifices 
to  pay  their  pledges  in  full  and  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  almost  100% 
was  collected  and  turned  into  the  fund. 

New  Brighton,  having  three  substantial  Building  and  Loan  organ- 
izations in  which  many  parents  of  the  pupils  invest  their  weekly 
savings,  the  subject  of  Thrift  and  the  purchase  of  Thrift  and  War 
Savings  Stamps  was  not  a  difficult  problem  to  present  to  the  pupils. 
The  Thrift  and  War  Savings  Stamps  were  sold  in  the  schools  on 
Thursday  of  each  week.  The  total  sales  for  the  year  were  $3750.69, 
which  was  distributed  among  the  different  buildings  as  follows: 
First  Ward— $262.23 ;  Second  Ward— 11182.17 ;  Bentley  Bldg.— 
1473.25;  Third  Ward— 1542.14 ;  Fourth  Ward— $614.66 ;  Kenwood— 
$676.26. 


NEW  CASTLE— Geo.  A.  Dickson. 


The  school  term  closed  on  June  18th  last.  Two  weeks  in  past 
September  were  lost  by  reason  of  quarantine  in  Lawrence  county 
on  account  of  infantile  paralysis. 
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What  with  war,  draft,  resignations  to  accept  positions  in  indus- 
try, matrimony,  heatless  days,  we  have  come  through  fairly  well. 

The  total  number  of  different  pupils  in  attendance  during  the 
year  has  been  8100. 

The  question  of  space  is  becoming  urgent,  with  a  constant  inflow 
of  population. 

A  plot  of  twelve  acres  of  land  has  been  purchased  for  future 
building  purposes.  It  is  hoped  that  in  due  season  there  may  be 
constructed  adequate  buildings. 

This  plot  will  provide  an  athletic  field  and  play  grounds  as  well. 

A  special  committee  is  at  work  upon  a  determination  of  future 
educational  policies  for  the  city  of  New  Castle.  This  investiga- 
tion and  report  includes  the  junior  school  and  vocational  and 
industrial  education  under  the  Smith-Hughes  law. 

The  recently  purchased  plot  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  leading 
industries  and  within  a  mile  of  the  public  square,  is  well  situated 
for  developments  along  this  line. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  the  matter  of  teachers. 
In  the  high  school,  of  a  staff  of  36,  there  were  28  changes,  some 
departments  having  as  many  as  three  instructors  during  the  year. 

A  general  increase  of  ten  dollars  per  month  in  addition  to  all 
schedules  was  granted  for  the  year  1918-19.  "^ 

In  my  mind,  the  only  solution  for  the  scarcity  of  teachers  is  the 
employment  of  former  teachers  who  are  married,  and  many  of 
whom,  in  my  experience,  are  ready  to  help. 

Two  standardized  spelling  tests  were  given,  one  in  November  and 
another  in  June. 

The  average  correct  for  the  first  was  73%,  and  for  the  second  79%. 

The  Ayres  test  in  writing  was  given  to  all  children  in  the  ele- 
mentary schools  above  grade  II. 

Courtis  Arithmetic  Test,  number  7,  was  given  to  the  children  of 
grades  VI.,  VII.,  and  VIII. 

In  grade  VI.  the  average  attempts  were  8.6,  rights  6.3. 

In  grade  VII.  the  average  attempts  were  9.9,  rights  7.5. 

In  grade  VIII.  the  average  attempts  were  12,2,  rights  7,9. 

This  would  indicate  that  in  the  four  fundamentals,  these  pupils 
are  slightly  below,  both  in  speed  and  accuracy. 

In  1915  there  were  956  repeaters,  or  16.3%. 

In  1918  there  were  639  repeaters,  or  9.9%. 

I  enclose  a  report  of  failure  by  grades  and  subjects  in  the  high 
school  for  the  year  1902-1917. 
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Failures— 1902-17. 
Grade  IX. 

Number  tak- 
ing subjectvS.     Failures. 

English  I., 2663  348 

Physical  Geography,    1128  244 

Algebra  I.,    2316  914 

History,  1568  233 

Latin  I., 1896  447 

German  I.,   604  95 

Design,     34  2 

Physiology,   122  9 

Science, 466  45 

French, 56  3 

Freehand  Drawing, 426  10 

Manual  Training,   303  18 

Spanish,     69  1 

Domestic  Science,  120  1 

Public  Speaking,  100  10 

Mechanical  Drawing 137  12 

Grade  X. 

P.  Geometry,   1427  358 

English  II., 1712  172 

History, 1287  90 

Latin  II., 1144  195 

German  II.,    529  59 

Zoology,     89  17 

Book-keeping,     49  11 

Botany, 273  21 

Physiology,     96  3 

Drawing,   25  1 

Manual  Training,   56  4 

Spanish, 156  24 

Grade  XI. 

Algebra  II., 651  59 

P.  Geometry,  530  114 

German, 739  99 

English,   1154  168 

Chemistry,    578  52 

Latin  III., 618  51 

History,  485  25 

Zoology, 37  1 
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Physics,   13  1 

S.  Geometry, 93  16 

Trigonometry,  6  1 

Physiology,   104  3 

Book-keeping, ; 13  4 

Grade  XII. 

Algebra,    75  19 

Trigonometry,  205  15 

S.  Geometry,  108  10 

German, 563  22 

Physics,   547  51 

English  IV., 911  5 

Chemistry, 32  1 

Zoology,    :  26  7 

Latin  IV.,  453  1 

Geology,   126  1 

Physiology,  13  1 

History,  192  4 

Adv.  Algebra, 173  47 

Commercial,  1st  year. 

Commercial  Law, 408  57 

Bus.  Arithmetic, 216  47 

English, 503  100 

Stenography,  569  79 

Book-keeping,  342           '       71 

Spelling, 563  42 

Typewriting, 625  16 

Penmanhip, 407     ^  18 

Geography,  Comm.,  244  23 

Indutrial  History, 74  1 

Commercials,  2nd  year. 

Commercial  Law, 174  16 

Stenography,  362  26 

English,  331  22 

Arithmetic,  Bus., 228  19 

Algebra, 78  14 

Penmanship, 156  22 

Georgraphy  Comm.,  ....,.,..,..  327  6 
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Typewriting, 390  14 

Book-keeping,  271  28 

Economics, 123  6 

In  the  first  two  years,  Latin  and  mathematics  take  the  lead  with 
English  next. 

The  high  school  had  a  total  enrollment  of  1,038  and  gave  diplomas 
or  certificates  to  165  pupils. 

Our  building,  opened  seven  years  ago,  and  expected  to  suffice  for 
25  years,  will  be  crowded  by  this  fall. 

For  the  year  1903-01  the  total  enrollment  was  317. 

This  indicates  that  a  high  school  education  is  becoming  much  more 
highly  valued  and  that  the  economic  status  of  a  multitude  of  people 
is  improving. 

88.4%  of  children  in  the  elementary  schools  were  promoted. 

300  others  are  in  the  summer  school,  many  of  these  will  enter  the 
regular  grade  in  September, 

Truancy  has  increased,  in  large  part  because  of  the  opportunities 
for  work,  and  wages  offered,  and  not  moral  delinquency,  as  I  take  it. 

An  unusually  large  number  of  children  in  grades  VII.-XII.  quit 
school  under  the  enticement  of  high  wages. 

The  school  has  been  doing  its  full  share  in  war  activities.  Of  the 
third  loan  the  teachers  of  the  city  bought  S26,600,  and  the  children 
,«?46,500. 

Also,  there  had  been  purchased  before  the  close  of  the  term  §35,000 
of  War  Stamps. 

German  has  been  dropped  from  the  curriculum.  The  instruction  of 
the  rising  generation  in  the  war  and  its  causes  is  being  carried  on 
apace. 

The  big  problem  before  us  is  the  reconstruction  of  education. 


NEW  KENSINGTON— Berlin  Empfield. 


1.  War  Activities: — (a)  A  war  garden  club  was  organized  with 
several  hundred  members,  (b)  The  Junior  Bed  Cross  flourished 
here,  almost  every  child  having  enrolled.  Much  knitting  and  sewing 
was  done.  Classes  in  sewing  gave  a  part  of  their  time  to  Bed  Cross 
work,    (c)  We  had  forty-two  boys  join  the  "First  100,000  Campaign." 
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(d)   The  Thrift  Stamp  proposition  was  carried  on  throughout  the 
entire  year.    The  high  school  students  at  the  close  of  the  year  owned : 

Thrift  Stamps, $     498.25 

.W.  S.  S., 1,620.00 

Liberty  Bonds, 11,150.00 

Total, 113,268.25 

There  ^re  598  students  in  the  high  school,  including  the  Junior 
High  School. 

2.  Special  Activities: — (a)  The  first  class  of  twelve  boys  gradu- 
ated this  year  from  the  machinist  and  pattern  making  courses.  Most 
of  these  boys  went  to  work  at  once,  some  working  on  war  equipment 
and  making  as  high  as  |225  per  month,  with  good  reports  from  their 
bosses.  During  the  year  the  School  Board  took  on  some  war  con- 
tracts for  making  tools.  The  results  of  the  work  were  excellent,  and 
the  boys  proved  their  ability  to  do  first  class  work,  (b)  Evening 
classes  in  cooking  and  sewing  were  successfully  conducted  for  short 
unit  courses. 

3.  Administrative  Progress: — (a)  Average  number  of  pupils  to  .1 
teacher;  Elementary,  38;  High  School,  35.  (b)  Our  truant  officer  is 
a  special  police  officer.  This  makes  him  efficient  in  enforcing  the 
compulsory  law.  But  the  results,  nothwithstanding,  were  unsatisfac- 
tory. 

4.  We  have  the  Junior  H.  S.  embracing  the  7th,  8th  and  0th 
grades.    We  have  the  six-six  plan. 

5.  Two  kindergartens  were  operated  throughout  the  year,  employ- 
ing four  teachers. 

8.  Physical  Culture: — Gym  classes  are  conducted  regularly.  All 
students  of  the  Junior  H.  S.,  physically  able,  are  required  to  take 
gym  two  50-minute  periods  per  week.  The  work  was  divided  between 
open  calisthenics  and  free  play  for  the  younger  classes,  while  setting 
up  exercises  and  some  military  drill  was  given  to  the  older  boys. 
Basketball  was  the  only  branch  of  athletics  carried  on  this  year. 

7.  Departmental  teaching  in  upper  six  grades,  including  high 
school. 

In  connection  with  the  commercial  department  a  "Students'  Sav- 
ings Bank"  is  operated.  It  is  controlled  by  a  board  of  directors  com- 
posed of  the  secretary  of  the  board,  superintendent  of  schools,  high 
school  principal,  commercial  supervisor  and  three  student  directors 
elected  by  the  students.  This  board  is  organized  and  appoints  all 
officers,  designates  depositories  for  funds,  etc.  Books  and  forms  are 
same  as  in  local  National  Banks  and  accounts  kept  practically  the 
same.  ' 

During  the  year  the  bank  has  acted  as  custodian  for  all  special 
funds,  class  funds,  etc.,  was  treasurer  of  the  Athletic  Association, 
handling  $444.64,  handled  the  Junior  Eed  Cross  funds  amounting  to 
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1128.75,  handled  successfully  the  class  jewelry  order  C.  O.  D.  and 
commencement  announcements  also  C.  O.  D.,  handled  all  Thrift 
and  W.  S.  S.  money  amounting  to  |1,818.25,  acted  as  ticket  seller  at 
all  games  and  entertainments  of  the  high  school.  It  has  loaned  on 
legal  notes  several  hundred  dollars,  and  has  more  than  200  private 
depositors.  All  this  has  been  done  in  banking  hours  and  without 
serious  error  or  complaint. 

Cafeteria.  During  the  year  the  high  cost  of  materials  made  it 
necessary  to  find  a  market  for  the  food  prepared  in  the  cooking 
classes.  We  opened  a  cafeteria  and  served  only  the  products  of  the 
classes.  So  efficiently  was  it  managed  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
we  can  show  figures  like  this: 

Total  cost  of  cooking  and  sewing  to  district  (State  aid  deducted), 
1738.62 ;  Number  of  students,  218 ;  Cost  per  student  per  year,  $3.39 , 
Cost  of  each  lesson,  .0064.  In  this  department  also  the  class  in  mil- 
linery did  fine  work. 


NEWPOKT  TOWNSHIP  (Luzerne  county)— H.  U.  Nyhart. 


Our  schools  closed  Friday,  June  28.  On  the  evening  of  that  day 
the  commencement  exercises  were  held  in  the  auditorium  of  the  high 
school.  The  graduating  class  was  composed  of  six  young  men  and 
four  young  ladies.    Dr.  E.  E.  Sparks  was  the  speaker  of  the  evening. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  our  schools  were  there  so  many 
changes  in  the  teaching  force.  While  these  changes  interfered  to 
some  extent  with  the  school  work  we  have  had  a  fairly  good  year. 

The  work  in  manual  training  was  introduced  into  the  seventh  and 
eighth  grades.  A  room  in  Glen  Lyon  was  equipped  with  the  latest 
machines.  All  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades  were  taken  to  this 
room.    A  special  teacher  gave  his  time  to  the  work. 

A  special  teacher  of  penmanship  supervised  the  work  in  all  the 
grades.    The  work  was  very  popular  with  teachers  and  pupils. 

Vocal  music  has  been  very  carefully  supervised  for  a  number  of 
years.  We  have  been  fortunate  in  being  able  to  retain  a  director  of 
vocal  music  who  is  thoroughly  prepared  for  his  work. 

Drawing  continued  to  be  popular.  The  work  was  carefully  super- 
vised by  a  special  teacher. 

The  opportunities  for  educating  those  who  are  regularly  employed 
have  been  increased.  In  addition  to  the  regular  evening  schools  in 
which  the  common  branches  are  taught,  a  mining  school,  a  commer- 
cial school,  a  sewing  school,  and  a  school  for  teaching  foreigners 
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were  opened  three  nights  each  week.  While  we  feel  that  the  results 
have  not  been  the  most  satisfactory,  we  are  satisfied  that  much  good 
has  been  accomplished. 


NORKISTOWN— A.  S.  Martin. 


The  response  from  the  schools  to  the  appeal  of  our  government  was 
enthusiastic,  strong  and  sustained.  Among  the  many  patriotic  en- 
deavors, three  are  distinctive  of  the  spirit  which  obtained:  On 
June  25  the  graduating  closs  of  the  high  school  very  fittingly  pre- 
sented the  school  a  service  flag  of  238  stars,  a  testmony  to  the  boys 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  influence  of 
our  public  schools;  on  May  13  a  grand  pageant  of  all  the  schools 
impressed  the  duty  of  purchasing  War  Savings  Stamps;  and  on  the 
evening  of  May  16  on  the  Court  House  Plaza  a  patriotic  concert 
by  1,600  public  school  children  and  the  High  School  Orchestra  ex- 
pressed the  loyalty  and  service  of  the  public  schools  to  our  country. 

Sixty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
were  invested  in  Thrift  and  War  Savings  Stamps.  One  thousand  and 
thirty-two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  (more  than  25  cents  per 
child  attending)  were  set  aside  by  the  public  school  children  for 
Junior  Ked  Cross  purposes ;  eleven  hundred  and  forty-two  home  war 
gardens  were  maintained  by  the  pupils;  two  hundred  scrap  books 
were  prepared  by  the  high  school  pupils  of  the  drawing  department 
for  war  hospitals;  large  quantities  of  Red  Cross  work  such 
as  ambulance  pillows,  sweaters,  etc.,  were  made  by  the  older  pupils ; 
lessons  on  food  conservation,  on  community  and  national  life,  and 
on  current  natonal  and  international  events,  were  made  a  part  of  the 
curriculum,  and  much  attention  was  given  to  patroitic  songs  and 
flag  drill. 

The  average  daily  attendance  of  all  the  schools  was  3,547.  Nine 
hundred  and  twenty-five  pupils  were  admitted  to  the  elementary  and 
high  schools  of  Avhom  538  were  beginners ;  174  pupils  completed  suc- 
cessfully the  work  of  the  eighth  grade  and  79  graduated  from  the 
high  school.  Five  hundred  and  ninety-five  pupils  left  school  prior  to 
the  close  of  the  school  year,  178  left  the  high  school  and  417  the  ele- 
mentary schools.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  of  these  engaged  in 
useful  employment  and  272  moved  out  of  the  school  district.  The 
number  of  graduates  from  the  high  school  was  12  less,  the  number 
who  finished  eighth  year  work  2,  and  the  average  attendance  of  the 
high  school  2,  than  for  the  school  year  ending  July  1,  1916.     The 
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average  attendance  for  all  the  schools  was  186  more,  the  number  who 
left  school  foi-  work  144,  and  the  number  of  beginners  47,  than  for 
the  school  year  two  years  prior. 

All  the  public  school  children  were  carefully  examined  by  the 
three  medical  inspectors  and  the  parents  of  those  in  need  were  urged 
to  furnish  professional  treatment.  Much  stress  Avas  placed  on  the 
physical  well  being  of  the  children  and  special  training  is  provided 
for  both  elementary  and  high  school  pupils. 

The  amount  of  money  deposited  in  the  School  Savings  Fund  by 
the  children  since  1890  is  ,f290,196.85.  Notwithstanding  the  gen- 
erous support  of  the  War  Savings  Stamp  movement,  $11,476.67  were 
deposited  during  the  school  year.  This,  however,  was  a  decrease  of 
$1,104.63  on  the  basis  of  last  year's  deposits. 

During  the  year  a  minimum  salary  schedule  based  on  the  profes- 
sional qualifications  of  the  teacher  was  adopted.  For  the  elementary 
schools  the  minimum  salary  for  teachers  holding  provisional  certifi- 
cates is  |600;  teachers  holding  professional  certificates  or  State 
normal  certificates,  $675;  and  for  teachers  holding  permanent  cer- 
tificates or  State  normal  diplomas,  $750.  In  the  high  school  the 
minimum  salary  for  female  teachers,  not  college  graduates,  is  $1,000 ; 
for  college  graduates,  female  teachers,  $1,050 ;  for  male  teachers,  not 
college  graduates,  $1,300,  and  for  male  teachers,  college  graduates, 
$1,350. 

The  results  of  a  school  system  are  determined  by  the  attendance 
and  physical  condition  of  the  pupils,  the  size  of  the  classes  and  the 
quality  of  the  instruction.  Instruction  for  the  children  of  six  or  seven 
or  eight  should  not  be  inferior  to  that  of  high  school  pupils.  The 
power  developed  and  knowledge  gained  in  the  primary  and  elemen- 
tary schools  becomes  the  basis  and  determining  factor  for  all  later 
instruction.  The  adequate  education  of  the  children  of  compulsory 
school  age  is  true  economy.  Not  less  per  capita  for  high  school 
pupils,  but  more  generous  appropriation  of  money  and  talent  per 
capita  for  the  elementary  schools. 

In  this  connection  it  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  during  the 
last  year  the  average  enrollment  in  the  high  school  classes  was  24 
and  the  average  class  attendance  22,  while  the  average  enrollment  in 
the  elementary  schools  per  teacher  was  39  and  the  average  at- 
tendance 34.  The  cost  per  high  school  pupil,  based  on  average  at- 
tendance for  supervision  and  instruction  was  $42.51;  for  the  elemen- 
tary schools,  $21.08.  The  cost  of  maintenance  (fuel,  janitor  service, 
text  books,  supplies,  interest  on  sinking  fund,  etc.),  per  pupil  in 
the  high  school,  was  approximately  the  same  as  that  in  the  elemen- 
tary schools,  $20.60  and  $20.64,  respectively.  Compared  with  that  of 
New  York  City,  Chicago,  Cleveland,  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia, 
the  cost  of  supervision  and  instruction  in  Norristown  is  not  high. 
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The  cost  per  capita  for  high  school  pupils  in  those  cites  is  respec- 
tively *  |70,  170.28,  $71,  .1^68,  $69,  and  for  elementary  schools  *  |33, 
$28,  $26,  $25,  $23. 

Several  features  in  the  organization  of  the  Norristown  public 
schools  have  impressed  themselves  with  favorable  results.  The 
schools  are  graded  on  the  plan  of  2,  2,  2,  and  2  years  for  the  elemen- 
tary schools  and  three  distinct  four  years'  courses  for  the  high- 
school  and  one  two  years'  course  in  the  high  school  for  over-aged 
pupils  of  the  eighth  year  grades  and  of  the  first  year  grade  in  the 
high  school. 

All  the  schools  have  two  general  promotions  during  the  school 
term  and  individual  special  promotion  when  the  progress  of  a  pupil 
merits  promotion.  A  single  class  or  grade  is  assigned  to  a  teacher 
who  continues  with  this  particular  group  as  teacher  two  years — 
through  four  grades.  This  plan  insures  an  intimate  common 
acquaiijtance  and  knowledge  for  teacher,  pupils  and  parents.  It  also 
insures  a  clearer  knowledge  for  the  teacher  of  the  relation  of  the 
work  of  the  lower  to  the  higher  grade  and  saves  the  time  usually 
lost  by  frequent  changes  of  teachers. 

The  first  year  pupils  are  divided  into  two  groups  of  twenty  or 
less  for  each  teacher.  The  first  twenty  attend  during  the  first  half 
of  the  forenoon  and  the  second  group  of  twenty  during  the  second 
half  of  the  forenoon.  During  the  afternoon  the  first  group  again 
appears  to  be  followed  later  by  the  second  group.  This  plan  insures 
greater  interest,  more  rapid  progress  in  school,  and  much  time  for 
free  play  in  the  open  air. 

Directed  study  obtains  in  all  the  schools.  In  the  elementary 
schools  with  one  class  to  a  teacher  the  program  provides  the  alterna- 
tion of  directed  study  and  recitation.  In  the  consolidated  seventh 
and  eighth  year  grades  with  a  rational  course  of  study  and  depart- 
mental teaching  (so-called  junior  high  school),  the  double  alternating 
plan  of  study  and  recitation  is  in  use.  On  a  given  day  a  recitation 
in  a  given  subject  alternates  with  directed  study  in  another  subject 
and  on  succeeding  days  a  recitation  in  a  given  subject  alternates 
with  directed  study  in  the  same  subject.  In  the  high  g'chool  the 
school  day  is  sjix  hours  and  fifteen  minutes  and  is  divided  into  six 
one-hour  periods.  The  first  half  of  each  hour  in  academic  subjects 
is  set  apart  for  directed  study  and  the  second  half  for  intensive  reci- 
tation. The  full  hour  is  used  for  laboratory  and  all  other  work. 
Directed  study  has  been  in  use  in  the  elementary  schools  ten  years, 
the  double  alternating  plan  of  study  and  recitation  in  the  seventh 
and  eighth  grades  two  years,  and  the  long  school  day  and  directed 
study  in  the  high  school  five  years. 

•Data  taken  from  School  Board  Jonmal,  page  18,  September,  1917. 
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In  conclusion,  I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  courteous  and 
prompt  responses  which  this  district  has  received  from  time  to  time 
from  the  Department  of  Public  Education. 


NORTHAMPTON— William  D.  Landis. 


The  schools  closed  a  ten-month  term  on  June  24,  1918.  The  high- 
est number  of  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year  was  1,545.  The 
attendance  during  the  year  was  good,  being  93%  for  the  year  for  all 
schools. 

We  are  happy  to  report  that  we  have  no  teachers  in  our  employ 
with  certificates  below  that  of  a  normal  school  certificate.  Our  high 
school  force  is  made  up  of  men  and  women  who  have  either  both 
normal  and  college  training  or  college  and  other  professional  train- 
ing. During  vacation,  as  well  as  during  the  school  term  teachers 
were  doing  extension  or  advanced  work  at  Columbia  Universityj 
Syracuse  University,  Muhlenberg  College  and  Albright  College. 

The  public  again  was  given  the  opportunity  during  winter  months- 
to  enjoy  the  following  Lyceum  Course:  Watahwaso  &  Co.,  Dr.  Geo. 
H.  Bradford,  Fairchild  Ladies'  Quartette,  Montraville  Wood,  Eugene 
Laurant  &  Co.,  Musical  Guardsman. 

Our  continuation  school  continued  its  work  without  a  hitch.  The 
attendance  through  the  co-operation  of  our  industries  was  very  good. 
Many  of  those  in  attendance  at  continuation  school  were  placed  by 
us  in  better  and  more  desirable  positions.  An  effort  was  made  to 
study  the  pupils  for  the  purjjose  of  placing  them  and  thus  saving 
them  from  ^'blind  alley"  jobs.  The  majority  of  them  took  advantage 
of  "appearing  at  their  best  in  order  that  they  might  be  placed  on  a 
waiting  list  by  us.  Ninety  working  certificates  were  granted  during 
the  year. 

Medical  inspection  has  reduced  absence  from  school  very  consid- 
erably. Inspection  has  proved  itself  beneficial  both  from  a  preven- 
tative as  well  as  from  a  constructive  point  of  view.  The  interest 
I,)arents  begin  to  manifest  in  their  children  because  of  medical  in- 
spection is  apparent  from  the  many  who  attend  to  such  cases  as 
adenoids,  weak  eyes,  decayed  teeth,  etc.  Perhaps  this  is  the  real 
test  of  the  value  of  medical  inspection. 

It  is  with  real  pleasure  that  we  report  the  introduction  of  domes- 
tic science  into  our  schools.  This  course,  with  sewing,  continuing  in 
sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades,  will  eventually  make  itself  felt  in 
many  homes  in  our  town. 
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Tests  in  arithmetic  (Courtis),  reading  (Kelly),  and  spelling 
(Ayres),  were  given  during  the  year  and  aside  from  the  many  and 
significant  surprises  because  of  them,  will  be  sure  to  improve  our 
methods  and  therefore  the  work  of  the  coming  year.  Tests  have  come 
to  mean  in  educational  work  about  the  same  as  in  industries.  There 
must  be  some  way  of  determining  efficiency  in  educational  work. 

The  schools  took  up  the  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps  and  have  made  a 
showing  satisfactory  to  the  authorities. 

'The  Camp  Fire  Girls  in  our  high  school,  aside  from  many  other 
duties  performed,  gave  an  evening  of  entertainment  at  Christmas 
time  to  the  poor  children  of  the  community,  and  assisted  very  ma- 
terially in  a  local  Thrift  Stamp  drive.  Although  this  is  the  first 
year  for  the  organization  in  our  schools  it  is  evident  now  that  it 
has  virtue. 

^he  schools,  including  the  boys  and  girls  Glee  clubs  of  the  high 
school,  gave  a  verj^  successful  concert  on  May  17.  The  auditorium 
was  crowded  to  the  doors.  The  High  School  Orchestra  assisted  at 
this  concert  and,  as  usual,  did  credit  to  itself.  At  this  time  the 
sewing  and  manual  training  departments  gave  their  exhibits. 

The  literary  society  of  the  high  school  met  bi-monthly  and  during 
the  year  just  closed  did  better  work  than  at  any  time  since  its 
origin.  The  school  paper,  the  year  book,  the  oratorical  contest  and 
the  inter-class  debates,  bore  evidence  to  this  fact.  Such  an  or- 
ganization when  bound  closely  to  the  English  department  is  certain 
to  bear  fruit. 

The  annual  Field  Day  again  proved  a  success.  The  weather  was 
Just  right,  the  crowd  large  and  enthusiastic  and  the  entire  affair 
proved  to  be  very  satisfactory  to  all.  The  pupils  from  sixth  grade 
<on  through  high  school  participated.  The  event  is  being  looked  for- 
ward to  by  many  of  our  people  who  formerly  could  see  nothing  worth 
while  in  field  sports. 

The  first  eighth  grade  graduation  exercises  took  place  this  year  on 
June  24  at  10  A.  M.  It  is  believed  that  this  will  tend  to  hold  many 
who  otherwise  would  drop  out  of  school  at  an  earlier  period.  The 
high  school  graduated  a  class  of  twenty-six  on  June  25.  Dr.  C.  C. 
Ellis,  of  Juniata  College,  delivered  an  inspiring  address  to  a  large 
audience. 

I  again  acknowledge  the  splendid  support  given  me  by  teachers, 
directors  and  patrons. 


OIL  CITY— James  J.  Palmer. 


Our  school  enrollment  keeps  pace  with  the  increased  prosperity 
of  the  country.     We  need   more  building  accommo(Jations  badly, 
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but  of  course,  we  must  get  along  with  what  we  have  until  condi- 
tions will  permit  a  building  program. 

Every  pupil  in  the  schools  was  enrolled  in  the  Junior  Bed  Cross. 
We  also  executed  every  assignment  made  to  us  by  Red  Cross  for 
manual  training  work,  the  making  of  surgical  dressings  and 
bandages,  and  the  making  of  garments  in  the  sewing  classes  in  the 
grade  schools. 

The  shortage  of  teachers  did  not  seriously  affect  our  schools  dur- 
ing the  year.  This  was  due  in  part  to  our  somewhat  isolated 
position.  We  lost  to  the  war  service  two  of  our  best  men.  We  are 
expecting  trouble  with  our  next  year's  requirements. 

With  all  the  inducements  offered  boys  and  girls  to  accept  steady 
employment  at  good  salaries,  our  pupils  continue  to  be  very  loyal  to 
the  schools.  Few  have  dropped  out,  and  on  the  other  hand  our 
enrollment  in  the  high  school  is  steadily  increasing.  Parents  and 
pupils  are  both  realizing  more  and  more  the  importance  of  schooling 
as  a  preparation  for  success  in  life. 

Our  boys  to  the  number  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  volun- 
teered to  do  extra  work  from  5  to  8  in  classes  in  shops  under  com- 
petent shop  teachers,  to  better  prepare  themselves  for  work  in  the 
shops  during  the  summer.  In  nearly  every  case  the  boy  as  well  as 
the  shops  profited  by  the  plan.  This  is  one  of  the  plans  for  work 
that  should  be  continued  in  peace  times.  Only  a  few  boys  volunteered 
for  the  agricultural  work  and  after  the  outing  trip  to  State  College 
most  of  these  entered  another  line  of  employment.  Few  boys  will 
do  farm  labor  when  they  can  earn  two  or  three  times  as  much  in 
the  shops.  In  making  this  choice  they  are  simply  following  in  their 
father's  footsteps. 

The  exigencies  of  the  war  have  made  clear  the  need  of  special 
trained  men  as  never  before,  and  the  burden  of  preparing  men  to 
fit  successfully  the  requirements  of  our  social  and  industrial  life 
rests  mainly  with  the  schools.  The  mental  examination  of  the  men 
who  have  been  called  into  the  national  army  has  disclosed  a  large 
proportion  of  the  male  population  who  have  taken  small  advantage 
of  what  the  schools  have  to  olfer,  both  in  the  matter  of  time  service, 
and  the  knowledge  or  skill  which  the  school  is  supposed  to  give. 
Many  of  these  men  have  little  education  to  show  for  what  time 
they  did  spend  in  the  school  room.  It  requires  a  fairly  well  schooled 
citizen  to  make  modern  democracy  possible. 

This  condition  is  to  be  improved  by  two  things ;  first,  an  effort  to 
keep  the  boy  in  school  until  he  has  a  chance  to  acquire  the  school 
training  which  he  ought  to  have,  and  second,  some  definite  goal  to 
work  for  so  that  he  can  make  sure  that  he  is  at  least  mastering  the 
elements  of  a  common  school  training;  namely,  reading,  writing  and 
arithmetic.  The  need  of  geography  also  must  be  apparent  in  reading 
the  newspapers  of  to-day. 
19—11—1919 
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OLD  FOKGE— Francis  K.  Coyne. 


Our  enrollment  has  slightly  increased,  despite  the  heavy  draft 
made  on  our  adult  population  by  the  munitions  works  of  the  country. 
The  grade  enrollment  was  2,934,  high  school,  107;  continuation 
school,  187.    The  loss  to  our  adult  population  was  estimated  at  2,000. 

Owing  to  crowded  attendances,  the  conditions  were  rather  un- 
favorable, but  we  have  made  the  best  of  the  situation  by  managing 
to  bring  all  our  classes  up  to  the  required  efficiency. 

The  board  let  the  contract  for  a  four-room  annex  to  the  high 
school  early  in  the  year  and  it  is  now  ready  for  occupancy.  The 
architects,  builders  and  tradesmen  engaged  on  the  work  agree 
that  it  is  the  simplest  and  most  perfectly  appointed  one-story  four- 
room  building  in  the  State. 

Our  local  institutes  have  been  even  more  successful  than  the  pre- 
ceding year,  the  teachers  having  had  the  privilege  of  listening  to 
some  of  the  best  talent  in  the  State  in  all  the  branches  taught. 

Our  teachers  have  given  much  of  their  spare  time  to  war  activities ; 
first  aid.  Red  Cross,  Liberty  Loans,  census  enumerations,  entertain- 
ments, canteen  and  hospital  relief,  etc.,  for  which  they  are  hereby 
publicly  thanked. 

Our  truancy  department  had  thirty-eight  transgressors  arrested 
and  they  and  their  parents  admonished  and  put  on  future  good 
behavior,  two  parents  jailed  for  four  days  and  two  fined.  We  find 
that  leniency  begets  laggards,  so,  we  intend  to  prosecute  vigorously 
and  get  better  results.  The  departments  of  sewing,  general  drawing 
and  mechanical  drawing  and  special  primary  work  have  been  con- 
tinued with  better  results. 

We  are  about  perfecting  a  very  complete  physical  and  chemical 
laboratory. 

Again  we  extend  our  thanks  to  the  State  Superintendent,  his 
deputies,  the  members  of  the  State  Board  and  to  Dr.  Miller,  of  the 
Health  Department,  for  valuable  aid  rendered  through  spaken  and 
written  instructions. 


OLYPHANT— M.  W.  Cununings. 


Aside  from  the  regular  educational  work,  the  school  year  of  1917-lS 
was  characterized  by  many  activities  occasioned  by  war  conditions. 
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Food  and  fuel  conservation,  sales  of  Liberty  Loan  bonds  and  War 
Savings  Stamps,  Red  Cross  sewing  and  knitting,  and  all  other  war 
activities  were  materially  aided  by  teachers  and  pupils  during  the 
term.  In  addition  to  this  work,  numerous  community  meetings  were 
held  in  the  high  school  auditorium,  at  which  patriotic  addresses 
were  delivered  by  prominent  citizens,  patriotic  songs  were  sung  by 
the  audience  and  the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  community  aroused  to  a 
high  degree. 

Patriotic  Instruction. 

No  occasion  was  omitted  during  the  year  to  impress  upon  the 
minds  of  the  children  the  aims  of  our  people  in  the  great  world's  war, 
and  that  to  win,  our  government  must  have  the  hearty  support  and 
co-operation  of  every  man,  woman  and  child  in  the  country.  In  the 
seventh  and  eighth  grades  in  connection  with  history  and  civics, 
patriotic  instruction  was  regularly  given.  A  majority  of  our  pupils 
are  children  of  non-English  speaking  parents ;  yet  these  children  are 
just  as  earnest  in  support  of  the  government  and  participate  in 
all  war  activities  as  enthusiastically  as  do  the  children  of  older  stock. 

Attendance. 

Notwithstanding  our  numerous  war  activities,  tne  school  term 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  our  history.  Our  enrollment, 
including  the  pupils  of  the  continuation  schools,  reached  a  total  of 
over  2,300.  In  addition  to  these,  over  500  children  were  enrolled 
in  the  two  parochial  schools,  making  a  total  of  more  than  2,800 
children  receiving  instruction  in  the  district.  One  hundred  students 
were  enrolled  in  the  high  school,  of  whom  31  completed  the  pre- 
scribed course  and  received  diplomas. 

Improvements. 

A  four-room  addition  is  being  made  to  the  Roosevelt  School,  thus 
doubling  its  capacity.  This  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  rapid 
growth  in  population  in  this  section  of  the  town.  The  completing 
of  this  addition  will  release  the  two-unit  portable  school  for  use  in 
other  sections  of  the  district  where  attendance  is  fast  outgrowing 
the  school  capacity. 

Teachers'  Salaries. 

A  substantial  increase  in  the  teachers'  salaries  was  made  at  the 
beginning  of  the  term.  The  salary  of  the  principal  of  the  high  school 
was  fixed  at  $1,800,  while  the  assistants  receive  |1,200,  $1,000  and 
$800,  respectively.  In  the  grades  the  maximum  monthly  salary  is 
$85,  the  minimum  $60.  The  average  monthly  salary  of  male  teachers 
in  the  district  during  the  year  was  $120.85.    The  average  salary  of 
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female  teachers,  including  those  in  the  continuation  schools,  was 
f  80.20.  Considering  the  decreased  purchasing,  power  of  the  dollar, 
these  salaries,  though  apparently  high,  are  not  relatively  as  high  as 
those  paid  three  years  ago. 

Retrospective. 

The  passing  of  the  school  term  of  1917-18  marked  the  completion 
■of  my  thirtieth  consecutive  year  as  head  of  the  public  school  of  this 
district,  fifteen  years  as  supervising  principal  and  fifteen  as  superin- 
tendent. These  years  have  witnessed  many  changes.  They  have  seen 
our  borough  grow  from  a  small  village  to  a  prosperous  community 
with  an  estimated  population  of  11,000  souls.  When  I  assumed  charge 
of  the  schools  in  September,  1888,  the  district  employed  8  teachers, 
including  the  principal.  Fifty-eight  are  employed  during  the  present 
year.  During  the  same  period  our  school  enrollment  has  grown  from 
less  than  400  pupils  to  more  than  2,300,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  more  than  500  children  are  attending  the  parochial  schools. 
Thirty  years  ago  the  district  had  three  school  buildings,  the  old 
liigh  school  with  six  class  rooms  and  two  one^-room  schools,  all 
heated  by  stoves  and  having  no  ventilation  or  sanitation.  To-day  we 
have  five  modern  school  buildings  with  the  most  improved  heating, 
ventilating  and  sanitary  systems  known  to  school  architecture.  Our 
high  school  building  with  the  Central  school  annex,  containing 
twenty-four  class  rooms,  is  acknowledged  by  prominent  educators  to 
be  one  of  the  finest  and  best  equipped  school  buildings  in  the 
county. 

I  am  not  claiming  credit  for  this  wonderful  growth,  as  it  would, 
no  doubt,  have  taken  place  under  the  supervision  of  any  one  else. 
Yet  it  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  me  to  feel  that  I  have  taken  part, 
humble  though  it  may  be,  in  this  material  and  intellectual  develop- 
ment of  the  community.  Whatever  measure  of  success  may  have 
attended  my  labors  in  the  schools  under  my  supervision,  I  must 
attribute  wholly  to  the  hearty  co-operation  1  have  always  received 
from  the  public,  from  the  several  boards  of  directors  that  have  man- 
aged the  educational  affairs  of  the  borough,  and  from  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  at  Harrisburg.  My  relations  with  the  latter 
department  have  always  been  most  cordial,  and  I  take  the  present 
opportunity  to  express  my  deep  and  lasting  appreciation  therefor. 


PHILADELPHIA— John  P.  Garber. 


During  the  past  year  the  Philadelphia  public  schools  have  en- 
deavored to  do  their  part  in  helping  to  solve  the  two  great  problems 
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facing  our  nation.  In  connection  with  the  first  of  these,  the  winning 
of  the  war,  the  schools  succeeded  in  selling  over  six  millions  of  the 
second  Liberty  Loan  and  over  fifteen  millions  of  the  third.  The 
purchase  of  Thrift  and  War  Saving  Stamps  by  the  pupils  and  teachers 
amounted  during  the  same  time  to  about  a  million  dollars.  A  very 
creditable  amount  of  Eed  Cross  work  has  been  done,  and  our  school 
plants  have  also  been  freely  used  in  connection  with  various  war 
activities.  In  connection  with  the  second  great  problem,  the  re- 
adjusting of  the  school  work  to  the  changing  conditions  and  to  the 
needs  that  will  follow  the  war,  we  feel  that  distinct  progress  has 
been  made.  This  is  especially  true:  (1)  along  the  lines  of  a  more 
complete  and  direct  care  of  the  bodies  of  our  boys  and  girls  througJn 
the  type  of  health  lessons  and  the  physical  training  that  have  been 
given  for  the  purpose  of  developing  their  bodies  to  vigor  and  endur- 
ance, as  well  as  to  correct  their  physical  weaknesses  and  defects,  and 
to  protect  them  from  the  encroachments  of  disease  and  the  results  of 
dangerous  and  undesirable  physical  habits;  (2)  along  the  lines  of  a 
more  directly  practical  vocational  training,  with  such  a  correlation 
of  contributory  academic  work  as  tends  to  put  greater  effectiveness 
into  the  vocational  work  and  added  meaning  into  the  academic 
work;  (3)  such  modifications  of  our  courses  of  study  as  tend  to> 
bring  our  pupils  into  a  more  appreciative  understanding  of  theit' 
environment;  (4)  and,  in  general,  the  kind  of  procedure  in  imparting 
both  knowledge  and  training  that  gives  meaning  to  all  the  work  and 
serves  to  develop  mental  alertness  and  general  efficiency  in  the 
hours  of  occupation,  as  well  as  fitness  for  enjoyment  and  inspiration 
during  the  hours  of  leisure. 

In  common  with  many  other  large  school  systems,  Philadelphia  is 
suffering  from  a  lack  of  sufficient  funds  with  which  to  meet  its 
rapidly  growing  needs.  This  lack  has  been  greatly  emphasized  by 
the  abnormally  high  cost  of  building,  repairs  and  maintenance;  by 
the  phenomenal  growth  of  the  city  through  the  rapid  development  of 
its  shipbuilding  industries,  and  by  the  war  prices  which  have  created 
an  insistent  demand  for  an  increase  in  salaries  because  it  has  be- 
come almost  impossible  for  our  teachers,  especially  those  with  de- 
pendents, to  live  comfortably  upon  the  prevailing  pay.  The  wage 
opportunities  in  other  occupations  have  become  so  great  that  it  is 
proving  exceedingly  difficult  to  prevent  many  of  the  most  competent 
and  desirable  teachers  from  taking  up  other  occupations,  calamitous, 
as  this  would  inevitably  prove  to  be  should  any  large  number  be 
induced  to  leave  the  ranks  of  the  profession.  As  the  local  school 
authorities  in  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere  will,  unaided,  be  unable 
to  cope  with  this  problem,  the  State  should  assist  and  assist  liberally. 
Otherwise  the  good  old  Keystone  State  will  lose  the  high  rank  in 
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educational  afifairs  which  it  has  attained  and  also  suffer  an  ir- 
reparable loss.  I  am  glad  that  this  important  subject  has  already 
received  your  attention  and  that  of  the  State  Board  of  Education. 


PHOENIXVILLE— Isaac  Doughton. 


In  view  of  the  great  crisis  in  our  history,  special  attention  was 
devoted  in  all  departments  of  school  work  last  year  to  the  stimulating 
and  development  of  patriotism  and  a  real  understanding  of  our 
country's  institutions. 

Each  school  was  organized  as  a  Junior  Red  Cross  unit,  and  a 
goodly  amount  of  work  was  done  in  the  making  of  garments  for  the 
refugees  in  warring  countries. 

From  the  fourth  grade  up,  every  class  devoted  a  period  per  week 
to  the  study  of  the  Community  and  national  life  leaflets  published 
by  the  National  Bureau  of  Education,  and  these  were  made  a  nucleus 
for  intensive  training  in  citizenship. 

Near  the  close  of  the  year  we  carried  on  a  short,  sharp  campaign 
to  stimulate  the  sale  of  Thrift  and  War  Savings  Stamps.  A  prize 
fund  was  donated  by  a  number  of  the  friends  of  the  school  and  small 
individual  prizes  were  awarded  to  the  children  with  the  best  record 
of  sales  in  each  room,  and  very  attractive  pictures  were  awarded 
for  prizes  in  the  rooms  with  the  best  record  in  the  upper  half  and 
lower  half  of  the  grades. 

This  campaign  lasted  six  weeks  and  a  total  of  $8,500  worth  of 
stamps  were  sold  through  the  schools  in  that  time,  an  average  of 
more  than  |1,400  a  week.  The  campaign  resulted  in  deep  interest  on 
the  part  of  the  children  and  a  more  intensive  enthusiasm  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  the  community. 

During  the  year  also  we  unfurled  a  service  flag  in  honor  of  those 
of  our  students  who  have  entered  the  service.  Phoenixville  is  proud 
of  its  record,  and  although  not  in  a  large  community,  our  high  school 
has  a  good  many  more  than  a  hundred  representatives  in  the  service. 

Major  Garret,  of  the  Remington  Arms  Company,  gave  us  one  of 
his  splendid  addresses  on  his  experiences  in  France. 

Phoenixville,  of  course,  like  other  communities,  has  suffered  from 
the  instability  of  a  teacher  market,  and  we  have  experienced  a  num- 
ber of  changes  which  have  resulted  rather  unfortunately  for  the 
children.  In  order  to  safeguard  the  schools  there  must  be  a  radical 
adjustment  of  salary  conditions,  otherwise  a  lowering  of  the  stand- 
ard of  ability  in  the  teaching  corps  of  the  schools.    The  high  school 
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and  continuation  school  seein  to  have  been  the  worst  sufferers.  The 
system  was  considerably  hampered  by  inadequate  revenue,  due  to  the 
effort  to  run  the  system  on  the  same  tax  rate,  in  spite  of  the  tre- 
mendous increase  in  the  cost  of  operation  and  maintenance.  The 
board  has  wisely  increased  the  rate  of  taxation  for  next  year,  but  a 
considerable  deficit  from  the  past  year  mil  require  economizing. 

Our  schools  were  fortunate  in  getting  a  complete  supply  of  coal  in 
the  summer  and  so  we  experienced  no  difficulty  on  that  score,  except 
that  schools  were  closed  voluntarily  a  number  of  days  and  on  ^'Heat- 
less  Mondays"  in  order  to  save  coal  as  much  as  possible. 

At  the  fall  election  three  new  members  were  elected  to  the  board, 
displacing  three  men  who  had  held  membership  for  a  long  period  of 
years.  The  directors  are  keeping  alive  to  the  problems  facing  us  and 
we  can  be  assured  that  the  welfare  of  the  school  and  the  interest  of 
the  boys  and  girls  will  be  safeguarded  in  these  critical  times  as  far  as 
possible. 

I  have  ejoyed  the  co-operation  of  the  board  and  unquestioning 
loyalty  of  the  teachers  and  look  forward  to  a  year  of  steady  improver 
ment  in  the  work  of  these  schools. 


PITTSBURGH— William  M.  Davidson. 


War  Service  and  Teaching  Staff'. 

The  school  year  closing  June,  1918,  has  been  a  year  of  unusual 
activity  and  splendid  progress  in  all  departments  of  the  public 
schools  of  Pittsburgh.  Special  note,  however,  should  be  given  to  the 
work  done  by  the  schools  in  response  to  the  pressing  demands  made 
upon  the  school  organization  to  co-operate  in  meeting  the  needs  of  the 
nation  in  performing  the  obligations  entailed  by  the  world  war.  The 
Board  of  Education  has  established  the  policy  of  granting  leave  of 
absence  for  the  duration  of  the  war,  to  all  members  of  the  teaching 
staff  who  have  enlisted,  or  who  have  been  called  to  some  division  of 
service  of  the  National  Government.  During  the  year  eighty-five 
members  of  the  teaching  staff  have  been  granted  leave  of  absence  to 
do  war  work.  The  teachers  who  have  remained  on  our  staff  have 
promptly  responded  to  all  calls  on  them  for  aid  in  their  school  dis- 
tricts and  have  given  generously  of  their  time  after  regular  school 
hours  to  copying,  classifying  and  compiling  the  data  of  the  military 
draft  registration. 
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Public  Information  Work  Through  the  Schools. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  service  the  school  organization  has  been 
able  to  render  as  a  war  emergency,  has  been  the  dissemination  of 
information  concerning  the '  activities  and  needs  of  the  nation,  as 
prescribed  through  the  agency  of  the  American  Eed  Cross  and  other 
organizations,  and  by  the  sale  of  Liberty  Bonds,  Thrift  Stamps  and 
War  Saving  Stamps.  Pamphlets  giving  a  concise  record  of  the 
course  of  events  immediately  prior  to  America's  declaration  to  the 
world  that  the  acts  of  the  Imperial  German  Government  could  no 
longer  be  tolerated,  have  been  distributed  among  the  schools  for 
careful  reading  and  class  study,  with  a  view  to  presenting  to  the 
youth  of  Pittsburgh  a  clear  understanding  of  all  the  vital  issues  in- 
volved in  the  causes  and  the  progress  of  the  war.  In  addition  to  this 
type  of  service,  all  the  public  schools  of  Pittsburgh  have  been  or- 
ganized by  districts  under  the  direction  of  the  Junior  Eed  Cross  for 
the  purpose  of  eliminating  the  duplication  of  effort,  and  now  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  actively  participate  in  each  patriotic 
campaign. 

Work  of  Pupils  in  Patriotic  Campaigns. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  vigorous,  united  and  sustained  efforts  of  the 
schools  in  the  work  of  the  patriotic  campaigns  of  the  year,  |2,146,- 
450  were  secured  by  the  schools  for  the  third  Liberty  Loan,  .f200,- 
615.90  worth  of  War  Saving  Stamps  have  been  sold,  a  one  hundred 
per  cent,  membership  of  pupils  in  every  school  has  been  registered 
in  the  Junior  Eed  Cross,  and  every  adult  employe  of  the  Board  of 
Education  has  been  enrolled  as  a  member  of  the  Senior  Eed  Cross. 
During  the  soldier  library  campaign  76,000  volumes  were  collected 
for  the  army  by  the  industrial  classes.  Through  the  organization  of 
the  Boys'  Farm  Working  Eeserve,  617  high  school  boys  have  worked 
on  selected  farms  during  the  month  of  June,  and  will  continue  dur- 
ing July,  August  and  September.  Full  credit  for  school  work  has 
been  granted  to  these  boys  for  the  portion  of  the  school  term  they 
missed  by  reason  of  being  detailed  to  farm  work,  and  in  order  that 
the  time  and  work  of  these  boys  may  be  kept  under  school  super- 
vision, members  of  the  teaching  staff  were  detailed  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  schools  to  supervise  and  report  on  the  work  done  by  the 
boys. 

Training  of  Enlisted  Men  by  the  Public  Schools. 

In  April  of  this  year  the  government  authorities  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  appointed  a  local  committee,  consisting  of  a  representative  of 
the  Pittsburgh  public  schools,  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology  and 
the  University  of  Pittsburgh,  to  act  as  an  executive  committee  in 
charge  of  the  training  of  enlisted  men.     It  was  agreed  that  groups 
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of  enlisted  men  could  be  given  instruction  in  the  shops  of  our  high 
schools,  and  accordingly  five  teachers  were  assigned  to  have  direct 
supervision  of  this  work,  and  our  department  of  supplies  was  au- 
thorized to  secure  such  supplies  as  should  be  needed  from  time  to 
time,  with  the  understanding  that  the  total  expenses  should  not 
exceed  the  amount  of  the  revenue  received  from  the  government  for 
this  purpose.  It  should  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  this  work 
has  been  undertaken  as  an  educational  experiment.  A  small  group 
of  men  was  enrolled  to  start  the  course,  and  their  work  was  confined 
to  a  single  subject,  namely,  sheet  metal  work,  so  that  a  course  of 
instruction  could  be  worked  out  in  detail  for  use  by  any  other 
school  system. 

Relation  of  School  Work  to  War  Work  in  Schools. 

All  of  this  extra  school  work  has  been  carried  forward  without 
detriment  to  the  regular  school  subjects,  or  the  lowering  of  the 
scholarship  requirements.  On  the  contrary,  the  stimulus  gained  by 
a  unity  of  effort  toward  a  worthy  object  and  a  consciousness  of  suc- 
cessful and  appreciated  achievement  has  made  the  schools  more  real 
to  the  children  and  more  significant  in  the  life  of  all  members  of  the 
community.  In  many  instances,  courses  of  study  have  been  modified. 
Cooking  courses  have  been  changed  to  permit  special  emphasis  being 
placed  on  food  conservation,  food  values  and  food  combinations. 
History,  geography  and  current  literature  now  hold  a  meaning  for 
children  and  give  a  stimulus  to  school  work  that  has  done  much  to 
energize  the  efforts  in  every  type  of  work. 

Research  Study  in  Standard  Measurements. 

The  usual  school  room  work  has  been  characterized  during  the  year 
just  closed  by  an  intensive  research  study  of  standard  tests  and 
measurements  in  a  selected  group  of  subjects.  The  year's  study 
was  begun  by  a  two  days'  institute  held  in  conjunction  with  the  con- 
vention of  the  Education  Associate  of  Western  Pennsylvania, 
during  the  Thanksgiving  vacation  period,  at  which  time  a  group  of 
educators  of  national  prominence  outlined  the  work  that  might  be 
undertaken  with  the  greatest  degree  of  assurance.  In  pursuance  of 
the  plan  outlined,  standard  tests  have  been  given  in  the  subjects  of 
arithmetic,  spelling  and  writing.  Each  test  was  given  under  the  di- 
rection of  a  special  committee  appointed  by  the  superintendent  of 
schools,  with  the  instruction  that  the  selection  of  tests,  their  appli- 
cation and  the  compilation  of  results  should  be  to  give  each  teacher 
and  each  principal  the  standing  of  one's  pupils  individually,  and 
one's  school  as  a  whole,  with  regard  to  an  established  and  widely 
recognized  standard  solely  for  the  purpose  of  doing  a  helpful  and 
professionally  constructive  piece  of  work  in  our  schools.    The  results 
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of  the  spelling  test  show  that  our  pupils  equal  or  excel  the  require- 
ments of  the  Ayres  standard  in  all  grades  in  which  the  test  was  given, 
except  4-B  and  7-B,  The  results  in  the  test  in  arithmetic  show  that 
our  pupils  equal  or  excel  the  Woody  standard  in  all  grades  in  which 
the  test  was  given  except  7-A  and  8- A,  where  they  fall  below  the 
standard  in  addition  and  division.  A  complete  tabulation  of  the 
results  has  been  printed  in  bulletin  form  and  has  been  given  wide 
distribution  among  the  members  of  the  teaching  profession.  The 
report  of  the  writing  test  will  be  ready  for  distribution  with  the 
opening  of  the  new  school  term  in  September. 

Department  of  Kesearch  and  Measurement  Work. 

The  results  of  the  work  in  standard  measurements  thus  far  carried 
on  reveal  splendid  future  possibilities  and  in  order  to  take  full  ad- 
vantage of  the  opportunities  to  stimulate  this  work  in  all  the  schools, 
a  special  department  has  been  organized  by  the  Board  of  Education 
imder  the  supervision  of  a  director  of  research  and  measurement 
work. 

Part-time  Courses. 

To  meet  the  growing  demands  made  upon  the  schools  for  more 
definite  preparation  in  the  fields  of  commerce  and  industry,  a  plan 
has  been  worked  out  by  a  special  committee  and  approved  by  the 
Board  of  Education  whereby  part-time  classes  may  be  organized,  and 
by  co-operating  with  the  Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology,  through 
its  Bureau  of  Salesmanship  Research,  may  enter  into  employment 
under  expert  guidance  and  counsel,  and  at  the  same  time  continue  in 
school  and  pursue  special  courses  of  instruction.  This  plan  gives 
promise  of  enabling  the  schools  to  retain  pupils  a  longer  period  of 
time  in  class  instruction  and  to  modify  their  course  of  study  so  as 
to  more  clearly  meet  business  needs,  and  also  to  guide  our  boys  and 
girls  into  such  employment  as  their  inclinations,  abilities  and  oppor- 
tunities best  suit  them.  With  the  initiation  of  the  plan,  special  empha- 
sis has  been  given  to  retail  salesmanship,  while  an  extension  of  its 
scope  in  the  early  future  will  include  commercial  office  work  and 
industrial  shop  employment.  It  is  our  hope  that  the  organization  of 
the  part-time  classes  will  provide  a  strong  supplement  to  the  work 
being  done  in  the  continuation  schools  recently  organized  in  compli- 
ance with  the  requirements  of  the  child  labor  laws,  and  extend  the 
services  of  the  school  organization  to  a  large  group  in  the  community 
who  hitherto  have  withdrawn  from  school  work. 
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POTTSTOWN— W.  W.  Rupert. 


War  activities  have  been  conspicuous  in  our  schools  during  the 
year.  From  the  lowest  primary  school  to  the  senior  class  in  the  high 
school  much  enthusiasm  and  marked  success  attended  the  sale  of 
Liberty  Bonds  and  War  Stamps. 

In  May,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  interest  in  the  sale  of 
War  Stamps,  the  boys  and  girls  of  therPottstown  schools,  with  their 
teachers  and  the  members  of  the  School  Board,  marched  in  parade, 
four  abreast  and  two  thousand  six  hundred  strong,  through  streets 
crowded  with  sympathetic  spectators.  A  brass  band,  scores  of  ban- 
ners bearing  telling  blows  against  the  Huns,  and  singing  of  patriotic 
songs  by  the  children,  helped  to  make  the  occasion  one  that  cannot 
soon  be  forgotten. 

For  some  months  the  physicians  of  Pottstown  gave  weekly  lessons 
in  "first  aid  to  the  injured"  to  all  pupils  in  grades  seven  and  eight. 
Four  hundred  boys  and  girls  received  the  benefit  of  this  superior 
instruction.  At  the  conclusion  of  this  course  of  instruction  the 
pupils  took  part  in  a  public  competitive  test  and  prizes  were  awarded 
to  the  schools  making  the  best  record  in  dressing  imaginary  wounds. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Pottstown  has  in  its 
building  a  splendid  swimming  pool.  For  one  week  this  pool  was 
placed  at  the  command  of  the  public  schools.  An  expert  teacher  of 
swimming  was  employed  and  all  school  boys  above  eleven  years  of 
age  who  could  not  swim  were  given  the  opportunity  to  learn.  It 
would  now  be  hard  to  find  a  Pottstown  boy  above  eleven  years  of 
age  who  cannot  swim.  The  expense  involved  in  obtaining  the  expert 
teacher  was  borne  equally  by  the  School  Board  and  the  Y.  M.  C.  A. 

Last  June,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  boys  and  girls  completed 
the  work  of  the  eighth  grade,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  entered  the 
high  school.  To  enter  a  high  school  after  eight  years  in  the  grades, 
ought  to  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  big  events  in  the  pupil's  life.  To 
help  to  throw  a  halo  of  interest  around  the  entrance  of  these  young 
people  into  the  high  school,  the  faculty  of  the  school  and  the  super- 
intendent arranged  a  reception  for  them  and  their  parents.  The 
following  sentences  from  the  invitation  sent  to  each  parent  will 
indicate  the  spirit  of  the  occasion :  "We  wish  to  make  the  Pottstown 
high  school  such  an  attractive,  happy,  helpful  place  that  every 
freshman  of  1918  will  be  a  senior  of  1922.  Come  to  the  reception, 
please,  and  thus  help  us  to  reach  this  happy  goal." 

Fifty  fathers  and  mothers  responded  to  the  invitation.  The  pro- 
gram included  music,  furnished  by  the  pupils ;  brief,  helpful  speeches, 
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and  a  display  of  war  pictures  by  means  of  an  excellent  projecting 
lantern.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  program,  teachers,  parents  and 
pupils  embraced  the  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  one 
another.  ^ 


PUNXSUTAWNEY— F.  S.  Jackson. 


As  the  war  has  absorbed  so  much  time,  attention  and  effort  during 
the  school  year  just  closed,  so  it  now  seems  to  be  the  most  prominent 
thing  in  making  my  annual  report. 

It  has  been  a  year  of  difficulties  for  both  pupils  and  teachers. 
There  has  been  a  very  decided  unsettling  of  normal  thought  and 
normal  methods  of  procedure.  A  great  and  vital  interest  has  ab- 
sorbed and  colored  all  the  work  of  the  year.  Pupils  have  found  it 
more  difficult  than  usual  to  concentrate  their  attention  upon  the 
ordinary  routine  of  work.  Teachers  have  labored  with  extra  zeal 
to  overcome  the  disadvantages  of  divided  attention.  The  schools 
in  general  have  been  called  upon  to  engage  in  many  and  varied 
patriotic  duties  and  activities.  There  has  probably  been  no  year 
in  general  school  experience  when  it  has  been  more  difficult  for  the 
teachers  to  cover  the  necessary  work  thoroughly  and  effectively. 

Yet,  in  spite  of  all  handicaps,  the  work  of  the  year  was  brought 
to  a  very  successful  completion,  and  while  there  may  have  been  here 
and  there  some  slight  falling  off:  in  quality  of  product  the  year  in 
general  has  been  the  usual  necessary  preparation  for  the  work  of 
next  year.  Not  only  this,  but  the  lessons  of  patriotism,  good  citizen- 
ship and  unselfishness  have  been  taught  and  exemplified  by  daily 
practice.  To  every  call  made  by  the  government,  or  by  the  various 
organizations  supporting  governmental  activities,  the  schools  have 
responded  nobly,  willingly  and  enthusiastically.  Patriotic  endeavor 
and  spirit  have  flowed  through  the  schools  to  the  home  and  the  pulse 
of  patriotic  feeling  and  endeavor  in  the  community  has  quickened. 
The  schools  have  become  a  vital  social  force  in  community  life  and 
in  some  instances  have  pointed  or  led  the  way  in  civic  patriotism. 

War  Activities. 

The  schools  were  early  organized  into  Junior  Ked  Cross  auxili- 
aries. These  included  in  their  membership  all  pupils  in  attendance. 
The  total  contributions  for  this  work  were  |1,191,81.  The  pupils' 
contributions  were  |912.62,  nearly  fifty  cents  per  pupil.  In  addition 
to  the  raising  of  funds  a  large  amount  of  work  was  turned  over  to 
the  Senior  lied  Cross. 
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The  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps  through  the  pupils  reached  a  total  of 
19,036.08;  this  represented  an  average  weekly  sale  of  |645.43.  A 
committee  of  high  school  girls  made  a  systematic  canvass  of  the 
business  places  and  were  uniformly  successful  in  inducing  our  busi- 
ness men  to  handle  these  stamps. 

The  schools  contributed  $210  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  war  fund. 

The  pupils  of  the  various  rooms  in  the  high  school  contributed 
,*ipl89.98  to  the  war  orphans  fund. 

Four-Minute  Men  contests,  in  which  the  pupils  took  keen  delight^ 
were  held  in  the  grades  and  high  school.  Many  of  the  boys  and 
girls  qualified  as  four-minute  speakers  and  took  regular  assignments 
in  the  local  theatres  and  places  of  assembly.  Many  of  them  took 
part  in  patriotic  meetings  in  churches,  halls  and  school  houses  in 
nearby  and  country  communities.  They  rendered  a  real  service  in 
work  for  the  Red  Cross,  Liberty  loan,  food  conservation  and  other 
patriotic  drives. 

The  teaching  force  filled  out  the  government's  card  index  of  the 
more  than  2,000  drafted  men  from  this  district;  this  service  was 
rendered  in  addition  to  their  regular  hours  of  work. 

Four  hundred  and  fifty-seven  of  the  grade  boys  and  girls  are 
enrolled  in  the  United  States  school  garden  movement  and  are 
zealously  cultivating  their  plots. 

Teacher  Improvement. 

Strayer  and  Norsworthy's  ''How  to  Teach"  was  studiously  read 
and  discussed  by  the  various  faculty  groups;  then  discussed  gen- 
erally in  five  general  faculty  meetings.  The  book  was  suggestive  and 
aroused  much  interest. 

The  use  of  the  Courtis  Standard  Tests  in  Arithmetic  by  the  super- 
intendent gave  our  teachers  an  opportunity  to  compare  the  work 
of  our  own  schools  with  that  of  other  school  systems  nearby  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  State.  Between  the  first  and  second  tests  many 
of  the  teachers  made  earnest  and  intelligent  study  of  devices  for  the 
correction  of  some  of  the  deficiencies  shown  by  the  tests. 

Environment. 

In  nearly  every  instance  the  money  raised  through  personal  effort 
of  teachers  and  pupils  which  would  have  been  spent  in  the  improve- 
ment of  buildings  and  grounds  has  been  devoted  to  war  purposes.. 
The  single  exception  is  at  the  Mary  A.  Wilson  building,  where  the 
grounds  have  been  enclosed  with  a  beautiful  hedge  and  shrubbery 
planted.  The  funds  for  this  purpose  were  raised  during  the  preceding 
year. 
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Statistics. 

Although  some  inroads  have  been  made  in  the  numbers  of  the  high 
school  by  enlistment  for  service  in  the  army  and  navy,  forty-six  (46) 
were  given  their  diplomas  commencement  night.  This  is  the  largest 
class  ever  completing  the  courses. 

The  number  of  different  pupils  enrolling  during  the  year  was  2,243. 
The  greatest  number  enrolled  in  a  single  month  was  2,027.  The 
average  daily  attendance  was  1,837. 

The  superintendent  desires  to  express  his  sincere  appreciation  of 
the  cordial  support  and  coK)peration  of  teachers  and  principals,  the 
intellectual  and  sympathetic  support  of  the  board  of  directors  and 
the  courtesy  and  helpfulness  of  the  State  Department. 


EADNOE  TWP.    (Delaware   county)— Albert  Lindsay  Rowland. 


Assuming  the  office  of  superintendent  of  the  Eadnor  school 
district  on  the  first  of  June,  1918,  I  have  so  far  had  but  a  brief 
experience  in  the  affairs  of  the  district.  Within  this  time,  however, 
I  am  glad  to  report  an  increase  in  enrollment  from  842  in  June, 
1918,  to  1,070  in  September,  1918. 

The  system  has  been  completely  reorganized  on  the  four-threes 
plan,  making  grades  one  to  three  the  primary  years;  four  to  six 
the  grammar  years ;  seven  to  nine  the  junior  high  school,  and  ten 
to  twelve  the  senior  high  school.  Four  rural  schools,  three  of  one 
division  and  one  of  two  divisions  have  been  closed  and  two  large 
auto-busses  purchased  to  provide  transportation  for  these  pupils 
to  one  or  the  other  of  the  two  central  groups  of  buildings  to  which 
the  district  has  now  been  reduced. 

The  six  high  school  years  have  been  housed  under  one  roof  and 
the  full  departmental  opportunities  of  the  old  high  school  equipment 
made  available  for  the  junior  high  school  pupils.  Promotion  is 
strictly  by  subjects  throughout  these  years.  A  choice  of  two  courses 
in  the  junior  school  and  of  four  courses  in  the  senior  school,  together 
with  considerable  freedom  in  the  election  of  subjects  gives  a 
flexibility  to  the  curriculum  necessary  to  meet  the  demands  of  modern 
education. 

Military  training  has  been  made  compulsory  for  the  older  high 
school  boys  and  a  course  of  study  on  the  war  planned  for  all  grades 
from  the  first  to  the  twelfth. 

Two  large  school  gardens,  containing  110  individual  plots,  pro- 
duced vegetables  estimated  at 
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Liberty  Bonds,  Red  Cross,  War  Saving  Stamps  and  other  war 
activities  have  received  and  will  continue  to  receive  proper  emphasis 
during  the  coming  term. 

I  am,  therefore,  able  to  report  progress.  I  look  forward  with 
confidence  to  the  Eadnor  schools  rendering  ever  increasing  service 
to  the  community,  the  State  and  the  nation. 


READING— Charles  S.  Foos. 


In  the  working  out  of  the  several  activities  of  our  policy  for  the 
school  year  1917-1918  we  have  had  especially  in  mind  three  pur- 
poses:— first,  to  help  as  far  as  possible  each  individual  pupil  in 
mental  growth  and  in  higher  efficiency ;  second,  to  relate  the  pupil  to 
society  so  that  he  may  take  his  place  as  a  unit  in  the  present  world 
crisis;  third,  to  reach,  through  auxiliary  work,  a  larger  proportion 
of  our  citizenship  and  thus  meet  the  requirements  of  the  com- 
munity. 

The  rank  and  file  of  the  pupil  body  proceed  readily  through  the 
several  stages  of  work  as  planned,  but  a  small  percentage  does  not. 
For  these  and  for  those  of  special  talent  we  have  endeavored  to 
provide  an  opportunity.  The  vocational  classes  in  the  domestic  arts 
and  the  industries  provide  especially  for  those  who  have  an  aptitude 
tor  home  making  and  the  mechanical  trades.  Afternoon  classes  in 
salesmanship,  civil  service,  typewriting,  shorthand,  and  drawing 
for  pupils  with  marked  talent  have  been  very  popular,  and  have 
accomplished  excellent  results.  Students  fitting  for  college  entrance 
examinations  have  been  given  additional  opportunities  to  prepare. 
An  open  air  school  with  a  total  enrollment  of  thirty,  and  three 
schools  for  subnormal  pupils  have  had  a  marked  eft'ect  on  the  lives 
of  nearly  a  hundred  boys  and  girls.  School  children  too,  are  work- 
ing in  seven  thousand  back  yard  gardens  and,  under  the  directing 
guidance  of  supervisors  and  teachers,  are  learning  the  elements  of 
agriculture  as  well  £ts  helping  to  add  to  the  sum  total  of  vegetable 
production.  Clarence  N.  Weed,  Government  Director  of  School 
Gardens  for  the  Northeastern  States,  writes  of  our  garden  work, — 
"Had  remarkable  success." 

Our  work  in  building  up  a  juvenile  citizenship  and  thus  relate 
the  children  to  community  life  has  been  an  especial  feature.  Both 
pupils  and  teachers  have  been  untiring  in  their  efforts  to  help  in 
everything  undertaken.  In  fact,  the  war  is  giving  school  work  a 
new  aspect.     It  is  relating  the  school  to  the  community.     It  is 
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placing  upon  the  school  new  duties  and  responsibilities.  No  longer 
will  its  only  aim  be  to  enforce  a  stereotyped  course  of  study.  It 
will  bring  about  an  adaptation  of  the  work  to  the  needs  of  the  com- 
munity and  make  the  schools  a  co-operating  agency  to  promote 
the  activities  of  the  government.  Toward  this  end  we  are  striving 
in  Beading.  At  various  times  the  pupils  and  the  teachers  have 
been  organized  into  groups  for  campaign  purposes  and  other 
patriotic  activities  with  very  effective  results. 

For  the  coming  school  year  we  propose  to  organize  more  syste- 
matically under  one  head,  so  that  each  pupil  and  teacher  will  be  a 
member  of  a  division  of  a  home  army,  aiding  our  soldier  army 
abroad.  One  of  the  features  will  be  a  half-year  regular  daily  course, 
in  civics  and  Americanization  for  the  Boys'  High  School  beginners. 
The  aim  is  to  interpret  high  ideals  of  American  patriotism  and  the 
privileges  and  obligations  of  American  citizenship;  to  study  the 
causes  of  the  war  and  attendant  problems,  and  to  explain  the 
several  government  activities. 

Our  extension  work  to  enlarge  our  influence  and  constituency 
grows  apace.  A  feature  has  been  an  extension  of  our  kindergarten 
system  by  enrolling  in  the  kindergarten  classes  nearly  1,000  of  the 
children  who  intend  to  enter  school  in  the  fall,  and  have  them 
meet  with  kindergarten  instructors  once  each  week.  This  inno- 
vation has  proved  very  successful  and  it  has  prepared  the  beginners 
for  the  first  grade. 

The  organization  of  the  continuation  schools  at  one  center,  on  the 
Junior  High  School  plan,  is  another  feature.  During  the  year  1,800 
pupils  were  enrolled,  the  attendance  at  one  time  being  nearly  1,200. 
The  National  Bureau  of  Education  as  well  as  the  State  Board 
of  Education  sent  out  a  special  bulletin  on  our  continuation  plan. 
The  evening  lectures  to  the  general  public,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
department  of  visual  education,  continue  to  be  popular.  The  wide 
use  of  school  buildings  for  citizen  meetings  is  a  matter  of  congratu- 
lation. The  school  demonstrations  in  cooking,  manual  training, 
calisthenics,  music,  and  war  garden  exhibits  at  the  annual  fair,  in 
a  building  erected  by  the  boys  of  the  practical  arts  department,  were 
witnessed  by  thousands  of  people. 

The  special  "problems  are  becoming  fewer  each  year.  Our  or- 
ganization is  now  fairly  complete.  By  a  plan  of  having  two  first 
grades  to  a  room  and  having  students  in  the  high  school  report  at 
intervals,  we  have  overcome  the  housing  problem  for  the  present. 
The  centralized  seventh  and  eighth  grades  have  worked  so  well  for 
such  a  long  time  that  we  are  thus  meeting  the  Junior  High  School 
plan.  The  Bible  Vacation  Schools  in  Reading  are  so  efficient  that 
this  plan  has  for  the  present  solved  the  vacation  school  question. 
Contrary  to  general  experience,  we  have  thus  far  suffered  no  short- 
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age  of  teachers.  In  fact,  at  no  time  since  I  have  been  superintendent 
have  we  had  so  many  applications.  The  normal  schools  at  West 
Chester,  Kutztown  and  Millersville  furnish  substitutes,  each  student 
sent  serving  two  T?eeks.  The  course  of  study  revised  under  the 
supervision  of  Teachers'  College,  Columbia  University,  was  com- 
pleted this  year. 

On  the  whole,  I  feel  that  our  work  has  been  reasonably  satisfac- 
tory and  we  have  accomplished  a  prodigious  amount  of  work.  Mr. 
W.  H.  Allen,  of  the  Institute  for  Public  Service,  writes:  "I  con- 
gratulate you  on  your  opportunity  and  progress."  The  Reading 
schools,  too,  were  largely  featured  in  a  published  volume,  ^'Rainbow 
Promises  of  Progress  in  Education." 


REDSTONE  TOWNSHIP  (Fayette  county)— Ira  H.  Hess. 


No  decided  nor  radical  change  has  taken  place  in  our  schools  of 
Redstone  township  during  the  last  year,  but  it  affords  me  pleasure 
to  report  a  steady  advance  in  the  greater  efficiency  and  success  of 
every  depar-tment.  The  most  noticeable  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  ungraded  schools  by  increased  salary  for  these  teachers.  Di- 
rectors, patrons  and  teachers  are  beginning  to  understand  that 
professional  training,  as  well  as  a  knowledge  of  the  branches,  is 
necessary  to  do  good  work  in  the  school  room.  Many  of  our  teachers 
attended  summer  school.  As  a  class  our  teachers  are  honorable, 
intelligent  and  enthusiastic  laborers  in  the  great  cause  of  education. 

The  idea  prevails,  not  so  largely  as  formerly,  that  the  teacher's 
duties  are  very  light,  that  he  leaves  his  room  at  4  p.  m.  and  has 
nothing  to  do  until  9  a.  m.  the  next  day,  and  this  for  only  five  days 
of  the  week.  Some  of  our  teachers  have  encouraged  this  idea  by 
being  out  frequently  at  night  and  manifesting  very  little  interest  in 
their  school  work.  But  many  of  our  teachers  are  showing  their 
patrons  that  this  is  not  a  correct  estimate  of  their  labor,  that  they 
are  busy  in  the  evening  after  school  hours  and  in  the  morning 
before  their  pupils  arrive,  preparing  work  for  the  day  and  by  care- 
fully reviewing  the  next  day's  lessons  and  reading  upon  subjects 
pertaining  to  their  work,  they  are  making  themselves  more  compe- 
tent to  impart  instruction  and  to  create  in  their  pupils  a  desire  to 
want  to  know.  Some  of  our  teachers  are  among  the  most  energetic, 
industrious  persons  in  the  community  in  which  they  labor.  We 
believe  the  advancement  of  our  profession  is  very  largely  in  our  own 
hands. 

20—11—1919 
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Slowly  the  school  of  yesterday  is  giving  place  to  the  school  of 
to-day.  Better  houses,  more  apparatus,  better  teachers  and  more 
public  interest  are  noticeable  on  all  sides. 

The  instructions  given  at  our  institute  were  of  a  highly  practical 
character.  All  our  live  teachers  went  away  feeling  that  they  had 
been  instructed  and  filled  with  hope  and  enthusiasm.  By  many  it 
was  pronounced  the  most  practical  and  most  successful  institute 
they  had  ever  attended. 

The  Junior  Eed  Cross  work  done  by  teachers  and  pupils  was  ver}' 
commendable.    Our  slogan  was:  "Each  Pupil  a  Red  Cross  Member." 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  the  purchase  of  over  eight  thousand 
dollars'  worth  of  Thrift  Stamps  and  bonds  by  the  boys  and  girls. 

In  conclusion,  the  Department,  the  county  press,  the  directors, 
teachers,  citizens  and  pupils  have  my  warmest  gratitude  for  the 
universal  courtesy  with  which  they  have  treated  me. 


ROCHESTER— William  S.  Taft. 


In  spite  of  the  unsettled  condition  existing  throughout  the 
world,  which  has  had  its  influence  on  school  systems,  yet  Rochester 
has  been  comparatively  little  affected  in  its  organization.  Out  of 
the  seven  men  connected  with  the  schools,  five  were  of  draft  age, 
and  only  one  of  these  men  was  called  before  the  end  of  the  term. 
No  other  change  of  teachers  took  place  in  the  school  system  during 
the  school  year.  This  made  possible  a  consistent,  constructive 
growth  in  the  schools.  In  addition  to  the  regular  day's  work,  war 
activities  played  a  major  part.  Eighty- two  boys  enrolled  their 
services  for  Y.  M.  C.  A;  work,  and  the  majority  of  them  met  their 
obligation. 

The  superintendent's  office  became  a  Thrift  Stamp  center,  and 
hundreds  of  Thrift  Stamps  were  sold.  Nearly  eight  hundred  joined 
the  Junior  Red  Cross  organization  and  contributed  both  money  and 
services  to  it.  The  domestic  science  department  spent  the  greater 
part  of  the  allotted  time  to  serving  for  the  soldiers.  The  manual 
training  department  furnished  game  tables  to  the  national  encamp- 
ments, and  bird  houses  to  the  local  Junior  Red  Cross  organization. 
Two  "First  Aid"  classes  are  organized  in  the  high  school. 

Enthusiastic  co-operation  on  the  part  of  all  connected  with  the 
school  system  produced  excellent  results.  The  enrollment  of  the 
schools  have  been  much  larger  than  ever  before,  and  the  tuition 
from  non-resident  pupils  has  increased  one-third  over  any  former 
year. 
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The  school  administration  has  reason  to  feel  reasonably  well  satis- 
fied with  the  work  accomplished  in  a  year  that  gave  little  promise 
of  good  results.  This  success,  however,  would  not  have  been  possible 
without  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  Board  of  Education,  the 
public,  the  teachers  and  the  pupils. 


KOSTRAVEE  TWP.  (Westmoreland  county)— W.  H.  Cober. 


The  registration  of  school  children  last  year  shows  a  school  popu- 
lation of  2,700  children  in  the  township.  A  number  of  these  children 
are  attending  high  school  in  surrounding  boroughs,  as  the  township 
has  no  high  school  of  its  own,  while  others  are  holding  employ- 
ment certificates  and  working  at  some  public  works. 

Appropriate  commencement  exercises  were  held  at  Rehoboth 
Church,  May  24,  at  which  time  79  pupils  were  presented  diplomas 
for  completing  the  work  of  the  elementary  grades.  Our  schools 
have  all  done  good  work  during  the  past  year  and  have  co-operated 
in  general  in  all  war  activities  so  well  that  out  of  our  corps  of  fifty 
teachers  we  have  not  had  one  entire  failure.  We  attribute  this  to  a 
great  extent  to  their  attendance  at  the  School  of  Methods  or  some 
pedagogical  school.  The  beginning  teachers,  who  were  normal 
graduates,  as  well  as  some  experienced  teachers,  were  helped  greatly 
by  attending  the  School  of  Methods  held  at  Greensburg  by  County 
Supt.  Shaw,  the  third  week  in  August.  All  other  beginners  attended 
the  six  weeks'  term  at  the  California  Normal  School  or  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pittsburgh.  Prof.  P.  H.  Peterson,  of  Scottdale,  Pa.,  had 
general  charge  of  the  instruction  of  the  teachers  in  writing  and 
outlined  the  work  for  the  pupils  the  second  term.  This  system  has 
shown  marked  improvement  over  the  previous  year  and  fifty,  eighth 
grade  pupils  were  granted  writing  certificates  for  their  proficiency 
at  commencement  time. 

A  new  two-room  brick  building  was  completed  last  fall  to  replace 
the  old  one-room  frame  building  near  Fell's  Church.  We  hope  the 
six-room  brick  building  at  CoUinsburg  will  also  be  completed  by 
the  opening  of  school  again.  A  sanitary  toilet  system  was  also 
ordered  to  be  installed  in  the  basement  of  this  school. 

Our  annual  institute,  which  constitutes  the  foremost  educational 
event  of  the  year,  was  again  held  in  connection  with  the  Monessen 
institute,  December  3  to  7,  inclusive.  The  meeting  was  very  much 
enjoyed  by  all  in  attendance  and  was  considered  very  helpful  and 
inspiring.     The  day  instructors  were  Dr.  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  of  the 
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State  Department;  Hon.  S.  D.  Fess,  Congressman,  of  Ohio;  County 
Supt,  Eobert  C.  Shaw,  Greensburg,  Pa. ;  Supt.  W.  M.  Peirce,  Ridge- 
way,  Pa. ;  Miss  Mae  E.  Schreiber,  Boston,  Mass.,  and  Sidney  Landon, 
who  was  also  one  of  the  evening  entertainers.  The  music  was 
in  charge  of  the  very  capable  music  director,  E.  J.  McDowell,  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.  Four  other  educational  meetings  were  held  during 
the  year.  These  meetings  were  attended  by  all  our  teachers,  with 
few  exceptions  (for  good  reasons),  and  by  many  outside  teachers 
and  patrons  as  well.  War  activities  were  strongly  urged  and  ably 
discussed  at  all  our  educational  meetings,  as  well  as  at  several 
community  meetings,  which  were  held  throughout  the  township.  By 
means  of  several  of  these  meetings  and  socials  at  Lebanon  school 
enough  money  was  also  raised  to  purchase  a  piano  for  this  school. 

Although  the  salaries  of  our  teachers  have  been  increased  mate- 
rially since  last  year,  we  are  still  losing  some  of  our  best  teachers, 
who  are  offered  better  salaries  elsewhere,  or  positions  in  more 
closely  graded  schools.  We  have  also  lost  several  of  our  principals 
by  being  called  to  army  camps  during  the  term,  as  well  as  several 
teachers  who  have  enlisted  as  Red  Cross  nurses. 

Junior  Red  Cross  auxiliaries  were  organized  in  several  of  our 
schools,  which  will  include  all  of  our  schools  this  coming  term.  Most 
of  our  pupils  have  done  considerable  knitting  for  the  Red  Cross, 
where  the  yarn  was  available.  Several  schools  have  also  held  socials 
and  donated  money  to  Red  Cross  auxiliaries.  All  of  our  teachers 
were  members  of  our  County  Teachers'  Association,  while  our  town- 
ship had  thirty-five  members  in  the  State  Teachers'  Association. 

A  land  survey  for  the  government  was  made  during  the  months  of 
February  and  March  by  the  larger  pupils,  teachers  and  superinten- 
dent. This  survey  of  land,  live  stock  and  crops  for  1917  and  1918 
included  all  tracts  of  land  of  three  or  more  acres  in  the  township. 

In  the  War  and  Thrift  Stamp  contest  of  Westmoreland  county, 
which  closed  June  1,  Rostraver  township  holds  first  place  among 
the  townships  in  the  amount  of  money  invested  by  the  school 
children.    The  total  amount  was  .^4,075.60. 

In  closing  this  report,  we  look  forward  to  a  still  coser  co-ordination 
of  school  and  war  activities  for  the  coming  year.  I  also  wish  to 
express  my  grateful  acknowledgement  of  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
our  teachers,  patrons,  school  officials  and  to  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction,  as  well  as  to  the  State  Board  of  Education. 
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SAYEE— L.  E.  DeLaney. 


The  school  year  1917-18  showed  the  largest  enrollment  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  schools  of  Sayre.  The  total  enrollment  for  the  year 
was  1,651.  Of  this  number,  199  pupils  were  in  the  high  school  am-t 
1-452  in  the  grades.  The  increase  in  attendance  has,  in  the  past, 
been  such  that  in  spite  of  additions  to  buildings  the  schools  continue 
crowded. 

Much  work  had  been  done  preliminary  to  bringing  before  the 
voters  the  question  of  a  new  high  school  which  would  enable  us  to 
care  for  our  secondary  pupils  and  organize  a  Junior  High  School 
department.  A  public  meeting  was  held  and  a  fine  address  was 
made  by  Principal  Charles  Lose,  of  Lock  Haven  Normal  School. 
War  conditions  have  made  necessary  the  postponement  of  this 
project.  Portable  buildings  will  be  secured  that  all  pupils  entering 
next  September  may  be  accommodated. 

A  commercial  department  was  opened  in  rooms  in  one  of  our 
business  buildings  of  Sayre.  We  were  exceptionally  fortunate  in 
securing  the  services  of  a  very  strong  man  for  this  department.  The 
enrollment  and  the  quality  of  work  of  pupils  in  this  department 
indicate  that  a  demand,  long  felt  in  Sayre,  has  been  supplied. 

A  Home  and  School  League  was  organized  in  October  with  a  large 
and  enthusiastic  membership.  This  association  will  doubtless  be- 
come one  of  the  strong  influences  in  bringing  about  a  closer  co- 
operation between  the  homes  and  the  school  and  in  advocating  and 
encouraging  the  institution  in  our  schools  of  new  and  necessary 
features,  especially  home  economics  and  manual  training.  In  con- 
nection with  the  spring  meeting  of  the  League  an  exhibit  of  drawing 
done  by  the  pupils  of  the  school  was  held.  This  exhibit  was  very 
favorably  commented  on  by  the  large  number  of  school  patrons  who 
visited  it  and  reflected  much  credit  on  the  pupils,  teachers  and  our 
supervisor  of  drawing. 

Under  direction  of  our  supervisor  of  music,  a  cantata,  'Tan  on  a 
Summer  Day,"  was  given  by  the  girls  of  the  upper  grades  and  the 
High  School  Choral  Club.  This  was  very  successful.  The  funds 
raised  were  used  for  the  purchase  of  victrolas  and  records  for  the 
schools,  the  aim  being  to  secure  one  large  machine  for  each  building. 

Medical  inspection  of  our  school  pupils  showed  many  in  need  of 
medical  attention.  We  employ  a  school  nurse  whose  dutj'^  it  is  to 
visit  each  school  room  as  often  as  possible,  care  for  pupils  needing 
first  aid,  give  talks  on  hygiene  and  follow  up  the  report  of  the 
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medical  inspectors.  The  improvement  in  the  general  health  of  our 
pupils  during  the  school  year,  the  increased  interest  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  teeth,  the  number  of  operations  for  removal  of  tonsils  and 
adenoids  and  correction  of  minor  defects,  as  well  as  the  prevention 
of  contagious  diseases  becoming  epidemic,  show  that  our  system 
of  caring  for  the  health  of  our  pupils  is  very  efficient.  We  have  a 
number  of  foreign  pupils  in  one  section  of  our  district.  A  bath 
room  has  been  fitted  up,  and,  under  the  direction  of  our  school 
nurse,  cleanliness  is  made  compulsory.  The  rising  generation  of 
youth  from  this  district  will  have  learned  the  habit  of  cleaniness 
if  in  our  power  to  bring  it  abont. 

Our  school  pupils  have  been  very  enthusiastic  in  Junior  Red  Cross 
work.  Every  pupil  of  the  schools  is  a  member.  Our  high  school 
girls  are  doing  very  good  work  on  bandages  and  surgical  dressings. 
Next  year  we  anticipate  even  greater  results. 

My  teachers  have  been  exceptionally  loyal  and  enthusiastic,  each 
one  doing  not  his  bit  but  his  best. 


SCEANTON— S.  E.  Weber. 


The  distinctive  features  in  the  annual  report  for  the  school  district 
of  the  city  of  Scranton  are  limited  to : 

1.  War  Activities. 

2.  Teachers'  Salaries.  . 

3.  ParentfTeacher  Associations. 

4.  Evening  Schools. 

During  the  year  the  Scranton  public  schools  made  the  following 
contributions  to  the  country's  war  needs: 

Solicited  in  Liberty  Bonds   (subscriptions 
taken  by  Boy  Scouts  and  Girl  Scouts  not 
.     included),    1580,000.00 

Solicited  in  Thrift  Stamps  and  War  Sav- 
ings Stamps, 42,844.00 

Contributed  by  teachers  to  the  second  Red 

Cross  drive, 2,150.00 

Contributed  by  pupils  to  the  Junior  Red 

Cross,  5,194.29 

Garments  made  for  the  Red  Cross  (such  as 
sweaters,  socks,  scarfs,  wristlets,  lay- 
ettes, hospital  garments,  etc.), 2,518 

Surgical  dressings, 15,000 
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Belgian  children  adopted  by  Central  high 

school, 14 

Books  for  soldiers, 11,000 

Christmas  boxes  sent  to  soldiers, 376 

Draft    records    copied    by    students    and 

teachers,  33,500 

U.  S.  Boys'  Working  Eeserve, 107 

Boys  who  voluntarily  earned  |10   for  Y. 

M.  C.  A., 150 

Miscellaneous  articles  made,  such  as  bath  houses,  cook  shack,  pack- 
ing boxes  for  Red  Cross,  knitting  needles,  signal  tlagsticks,  signs  and 
posters,  property  boxes,  shot  bags,  etc. 

Many  children  are  working  three  days  each  week  in  the  centre  for 
the  Junior  Red  Cross  during  the  summer  vacation  and  boys  are 
selling  Thrift  Stamps. 

The  following  salary  schedule  has  been  adopted  by  the  board : 

Supervisors : 

Minimum  :  Increase  :  Maximum : 

Supervisor  of  Primary  Grades,    $1,500  $100  $1,800 

Head  Supervisor  of  Special  Subjects,    1,200  100  1,500 

Assistant  Supervisors  of  Special  Subjects,    1,000  100  1,300 

High  Schools: 

Principals 3, 500 

Vice-Principals,     1,800  100  2,100 

Heads  of  Departments,    1,500  100  1,500 

Teachers, 1,000  100  1,500 

Elementary  Grades: 

Kindergartens  and  Grades  1-7,    550  50  900 

Grade  8, 750  50  1,000 

Ungraded,    750  50  1,000 

Teaching  Principals ,   fewer  than  4  teachers   ....  750  50  1 ,  000 

Teaching  Principals,   4  to  7  teachers,    1,000  50  1,200 

Principals,   8  to  11  teachers,    1,200  50  1.400 

Principals,   12  to  15  teachers,    1,800  50  1,500 

Principals,  16  to  19  teachers,   1,400  50  1,600 

Principals,  20  or  more 1,500  50  1,700 

Continuation  Schools: 

Teachers  holding  Class  "B"  Certificate,    600  50  800 

Teachers  holding  Class  "A"  Certificate,    800  50  1,000 

Principal 1,500  50  1,700 

Teacher  of  manual  training  and  domestic  science  and  art  for  continuation  classes 
to  be  .paid  $250. 
Teachers  in  Manual  Training  Centers: 

Teachers  of  domestic  science  and  art  in  the  7th  and  8th  grade  manual  training 
centers  to  be  paid  on  the  same  basis  as  8th  grade  teachers. 

Teachers  of  manual  training  in  the  7th  and  8th  grade  marflial  training  centers  to 
be  paid  on  the  same  basis  as  high  school  manual  training  teachers. 

Night  School  Teachers: 

Supervisors  of  Night  Schools,   $5  a  night. 
Assistant  Supervisors  of  Night  Schools,  $3.75  a  night. 
Principals  of  Grade  Evening  Schools,   $3  a  night. 
All  other  Night  School  Teachers,  $2.50  a  night. 

According  to  this  new  salary  schedule,  all  high  school  teachers  and 
supervisors  will  receive  regularly  an  increase  of  |100  a  year  until 
the  new  maximum  is  reached.  All  other  teachers  will  receive  a 
regular  increase  of  §!50  a  year  according  to  the  schedule  based  on 
merit,  and  in  addition  thereto  a  bonus  of  |50'  a  year  during  the 
period  of  the  war. 
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This  makes  an  increase  in  salaries  to  be  granted  next  year  by  the 
Scranton  School  Board  amounting  to  $42,000. 

An  additional  feature  worthy  of  note  is  the  opportunity  offered 
kindergarten  and  grade  teachers  to  increase  their  maximum  |100 
by  superior  teaching  and  further  study  and  the  oj)portunity  given 
high  school  teachers  and  grade  principals  to  increase  their  maximum 
$200  by  the  same  method. 
Farent-Teachers'  Associations: 

New  parent-teachers'  associations  have  been  formed  during  the 
year  and  ten  additional  Mothers'  Clubs  have  been  organized.  Teach- 
ers in  the  primary  grades  in  nearly  all  of  the  buildings  have  been 
devoting  a  large  part  of  their  time  to  the  systematic  visitation  of  the 
homes  of  the  children  in  their  classes.  All  of  these  activities  have 
had  for  their  object  the  bringing  of  the  school  into  the  closest  pos- 
sible relation  with  the  home.  The  giving  of  war  demonstration 
cooking  lessons  in  the  four  grade  school  domestic  science  centers  and 
in  the  technical  high  school  has  also  contributed  to  the  same  end. 

The  annual  Patrons'  Days,  observed  January  31  and  February  ], 
brought  to  the  various  schools  in  the  city  more  than  15,000  visitors. 
Evening  Schools: 

The  evening  schools  have  shown  an  increase  in  attendance  of  549 
over  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  largest  increase  in  enrollment 
was  found  in  the  classes  organized  for  non,-English  speaking  people. 

In  addition  to  the  classes  in  citizenship  organized  two  years  ago, 
afternoon  classes  for  non-English  speaking  women  were  formed  for 
the  first  time  last  year,  in  connection  with  four  kindergartens.  Next 
year  these  classes  will  be  considerably  extended.  Mothers'  clubs,  in 
existence  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  kindergartens  in  this  city, 
constitute  a  logical  beginning  for  the  inauguration  of  these  classes. 
In  them  non-English  speaking  women  are  taught  to  speak  English 
and  to  read  and  write  in  the  same  language. 

The  non-English  speaking  mothers  of  the  children  in  the  schools 
are  taught  for  the  first  time  to  read,  with  the  children  at  home, 
stories  found  in  the  primer  and  first  reader.  They  consider  it  a 
great  accomplishment  to  be  able  to  write  a  friendly  letter  or  a  brief 
Imsiness  letter  in  the  English  language. 

Lessons  are  given  to  these  women  in  cooking  and  sewing  and  in 
the  observance  of  the  commonly  accepted  practices  of  personal,  home, 
and  community  hygiene. 

We  feel  that  this  new  step  has  large  possibilities  which  can  only 
be  realized  if  the  proper  attitude  is  established  between  the  schools 
and  their  non-English  sj)eaking  patrons. 

In  November,  radio-buzzer  classes  were  organized  in  the  Technical 
High  evening  school.     These  courses  are  being  continued  during  the 
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summer.  Eighty  (80)  men  in  the  draft  age  have  been  reached  by 
means  of  these  classes,  a  large  number  of  whom  have  been  Inducted 
into  war  service. 

In  addition  to  the  radio-buzzer  classes,  there  are  now  in  operation 
two  other  classes ;  one  in  blacksmithing  and  forging  with  an  enroll- 
ment of  twenty  (20  men,  and  another  in  machine  shop  practice  with 
an  enrollment  of  twelve  (12)  men. 

Our  teachers  and  pupils  have  done  their  full  share  in  the  various 
war  activities  which  they  have  been  asked  to  carry  on,  and  in 
addition  to  that  have  accomplished  more  in  the  essential  elements 
of  the  regular  activities  of  the  school  than  during  any  previous 
year.  The  enthusiasm  and .  wholesome  interest  in  the  real  work  of 
the  schools  augur  well  for  the  future  citizenship  of  the  country. 


SHAMOKIN— Joseph  Howerth. 


I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  seventeenth  annual  report. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  strenuous  year  for  both  teachers  and 
pupils.  The  war  has  brought  about  such  a  seriousujess  of  purpose 
on  the  part  of  the  pupils  that  the  percentage  of  attendance  and  the 
percentage  of  promotions  have  increased. 

All  the  demands  made  for  the  war  activities  were  carried  out  with 
enthusiasm  and  success.  A  certain  period  each  day  was  devoted  to 
the  giving  of  instruction  on  some  phase  of  this  work.  Two  thousand 
four  hundred  and  iifty-six  pupils  enrolled  in  the  Junior  lied  Cross 
and  six  hundred  thirty-five  in  the  Senior  Ked  Cross.  The  principal 
work  done  was  the  making  of  comfort  kits  and  the  knitting  of 
sweaters,  wristlets,  helmets,  etc. 

Five  of  our  teachers  were  taken  through  the  Selective  Service  Act. 
We  were  unable  to  secure  suitable  men  for  our  Commercial  and 
Manual  Training  Departments,  hence  were  compelled  to  suspend 
that  work  for  the  last  three  months  of  the  term. 

Twelve  of  our  teachers  attended  summer  schools  last  year.  At 
our  teachers'  meetings  Strayer's  "How  to  Teach"  was  studied. 

The  evening  schools  continue  to  be  popular  with  the  men  and 
women  who  are  desirous  of  advancing  in  education.  One  hundred 
twenty- three  men  and  two  hundred  twenty  women  were  enrolled. 
The  popular  courses  were  shorthand,  typewriting,  bookkeeping, 
sewing,  cooking,  mechanical  drawing. 

We  tried  an  experiment  by  opening  a  continuation  school  in  the 
silk  mill.     There  were  four  hundred  seventy-seven  boys  and  girls 
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between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  sixteen  employed  in  that  plant. 
These  were  divided  into  four  groups.  Each  group  attended  school 
one  period  of  one  hour  and  thirty-six  minutes  each  school  day.  The 
plan  worked  quite  well  and  the  students  of  the  morning  sections 
seemed  to  get  considerable  from  the  course.  The  objections  seemed 
to  be  that  the  pupils  never  got  away  from  the  mill  atmosphere  and 
that  those  who  came  the  last  period  in  the  afternoon  were  weary 
from  toil,  hence  did  not  get  into  the  spirit  of  the  school  work. 
While  in  theory  it  appears  to  be  better  to  have  pupils  come  to  school 
a  certain  period  every  day,  yet  I  am  not  sure  but  what  it  is  really 
better  for  the  pupil  to  devote  one  eight-hour  day  each  week  in  a 
regular  school  building  in  a  school  atmosphere. 

The  High  School  Building  has  been  used  free  of  charge  for  all 
patriotic  meetings,  for  the  offices  of  the  Selective  Service  Board,  for 
the  physical  examinations,  and  for  the  mobilization  of  the  drafted 
men.  A  radio  and  buzzer  class  has  been  conducted  for  conscripted 
men. 

The  greatest  problem  we  have  is  how  to  secure  sufficient  money  to 
run  the  schools  and  do  the  things  we  want  to  do  for  the  children. 


SHARON— W.  D.  Gamble. 


The  past  year  has  been  a  very  strenuous  one,  but  has  been  marked 
by  real  achievement.  The  regular  work  of  the  schools  has  suffered 
little  if  any  as  a  result  of  the  war  work.  Much  Eed  Cross  work  has 
been  done,  including  the  knitting  of  hundreds  of  sweaters  during 
any  lull  of  school  work,  more  to  the  advantage,  we  believe,  than  to 
the  detriment  of  the  pupils.  Over  twenty-five  hundred  pieces^  mostly 
sweaters,  were  turned  in  to  Eed  Cross  headquarters. 

To  tabulate  all  of  the  war  work  done  by  the  schools  would  require 
too  much  space.  The  contributions  and  investments  averaged  about 
twenty  dollars  per  pupil.  Especially  commendable  has  been  the 
spirit  of  giving  freely.  About  eighty  boys  in  the  high  school  earned 
ten  dollars  apiece  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  war  fund.  The  boys  and  girls 
in  the  grades  contributed  eight  hundred  dollars  for  relief  work 
among  the  children  of  the  Allies.  Several  thousands  of  dollars  were 
contributed  to  the  Red  Cross  work.  The  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps  av- 
eraged about  five  hundred  dollars  a  week  during  the  period  they 
were  on  sale  in  the  schools.  In  addition  to  the  money  contributed, 
perhaps  the  greatest  work  done  by  the  schools  was  in  the  dissemi- 
nation of  information  and  the  propagation  of  a  spirit  of  patriotic 
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endeavor  into  the  homes  of  Sharon.  It  was  due  in  no  small  degree 
to  the  spirit  carried  home  from  school  that  Sharon  registered  one 
hundred  per  cent,  of  all  the  homes  in  the  food  conservation  cam- 
paign and  a  share  of  Sharon's  credit  in  doubling  or  trebling  all  of 
its  war  quotas  must  be  given  to  the  children.  Eeal  patriotism  was 
taught  and  fostered  at  all  times  by  a  loyal,  hard  working  corps  of 
teachers. 

The  school  gardens  last  summer  were  under  the  direction  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce.  The  same  organization  is  looking  after 
them  this  year.  The  Chamber  pays  the  salary  of  an  expert  to  direct 
the  work.  The  gardens  are  plowed  by  a  tractor  which  they  bought. 
Public  spirited  citizens  last  year  contributed  several  hundred  dollars 
for  prizes  and  incidental  expenses  and  plenty  of  money  is  in  sight 
for  the  coming  summer.  The  results  last  year  were  good,  considering 
the  nature  of  the  season,  but  much  larger  returns  are  confidently 
expected  the  coming  summer. 

It  seems  fitting  in  this  report  to  pay  a  tribute  to  the  industries  of 
the  valley  which,  through  an  Americanization  committee,  con- 
tributed liberally  and  gave  of  their  time  ungrudgingly  to  the  work 
of  the  education  of  adult  foreigners.  The  school  boards  of  four 
boroughs  co-operated  by  furnishing  rooms,  light,  heat  and  janitor 
service.  The  industries  paid  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  and  of  a 
supervisor  who  gave  his  whole  time  to  the  work.  Classes  were  held 
two  evenings  a  week.  A  good  percentage  of  those  in  attendance 
took  out  naturalization  papers  during  the  year. 

Sharon,  like  many  other  industrial  centers,  faces  crowded  condi- 
tions in  the  schools.  The  average  number  of  pupils  per  teacher  in 
the  elementary  schools  the  past  year  was  43;  in  the  high  school  25. 
The  probability  that  the  government  will  aid  the  city  in  a  housing 
campaign  will  further  complicate  the  situation.  Plans  have  been 
approved  and  contract  let  for  a  four-room  building  to  be  constructed 
the  coming  summer.  Substantial  increases  in  teachers'  salaries  for 
the  coming  year  have  been  granted  by  the  board. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that,  in  spite  of  high  wages  and  a 
shortage  of  labor,  there  has  been  no  very  noticeable  increase  in  the 
number  of  employment  certificates  issued  to  minors.  Whatever 
increase  there  has  been  has  been  principally  in  vacation  certificates. 
Out  of  a  class  of  fifty-nine  recently  graduated  from  the  high  school 
thirty-three  were  boys. 

We  experienced  little  difficulty  during  the  year  from  shortage  of 
teachers  in  the  elementary  schools.  In  the  high  school  we  were  not 
so  fortunate.  The  loss  here  during  the  year  was  six  teachers,  but  we 
managed  to  fill  the  positions  and  have  the  work  carried  on  in  a 
creditable  manner.  We  are  experiencing  some  difficulty  in  filling 
our  positions  in  the  high  school  for  next  year. 
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Henceforth  no  more  German  will  be  taught  in  the  high  school. 
With  added  zeal  we  pledge  ourselves  to  the  task  of  qualifying  the 
boys  and  girls  of  Sharon  for  better  citizenship  and  truer  Ameri- 
canism. 


SHENANDOAH— J.  W.  Cooper. 


In  submitting  the  annual  report  for  the  year  1917-18  we  are 
pleased  to  note  that  the  standard  of  our  schools  of  former  years 
has  been  largely  maintained.  It  has  been  a  year  of  strenuous  work 
both  on  the  part  of  the  pupil  and  the  teacher.  The  war  activities 
may  have  deterred  a  little  the  scholastic  work,  but  the  work  was 
nevertheless  good.  Both  teacher  and  pupils  took,  in  earnest,  a  strong 
hold  of  such  governmental  work  as  was  required  of  the  schools  of 
our  land.  The  teachers  for  several  weeks  assembled  each  evening 
from  6:30  to  9:30,  doing  governmental  work  and  for  twelve  days  we 
started  our  schools  at  8 :15  a.  m.  continued  till  12 :30  in  school  work ; 
reassembled  at  2:00  p.  m.  and  continued  till  4:30  in  governmental 
work. 

Our  crowded  condition  referred  to  in  our  last  report  continued  till 
the  end  of  the  term,  because  the  new  High  School  Building  was  not 
ready  for  occupancy  till  the  schools  were  closed.  Certainly  things 
were  held  up  by  war  conditions  and  the  completion  of  the  building 
moved  very  slowly.  The  jump  in  prices  has  made  it  a  very  costly 
building.  Up  to  date  the  building  and  furniture  have  cost  $181,612.93 
and  the  furnishing  is  not  near  completed.  It  is  a  four-story  build- 
ing with  commodious  halls,  twelve  large  recitation  rooms,  including 
chemical  laboratory,  physical  laboratory,  domestic  science  and 
manual  training  rooms,  stock  room,  storage  room,  locker  rooms, 
rest  room,  music  room.  Principal's  room,  lecture  hall,  drawing  hall 
and  study  hall,  large  gymnasium,  swimming  pool,  and  auditorium 
which  will  accommodate  twelve  hundred  people,  and  the  Superin- 
tendent's office  rooms.  When  fully  equipped  our  town  feels  that  it 
will  have  one  of  the  best  and  most  convenient  high  school  buildings 
in  this  country.  It  furnishes  excellent  accommodations  for  our 
indoor  meets,  tests,  quarterly  reviews  and  lecture  course. 

On  account  of  the  high  wages  paid  the  continuation  school  was 
not  as  successful  as  the  previous  year.  It  took  considerable  time 
forcing  the  working  boys  into  school.  The  same  cause  prevented 
our  number  of  enrollment  from  being  as  high  as  last  year.  It  kept 
the  attendance  officer  constantly  on  the  move  in  order  to  keep  up 
our  attendance. 
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The  directors  did  all  that  was  required  to  keep  the  teachers  well 
supplied  with  working  material  and  encouraged  them  to  get  best 
results. 

The  Library  trustees  repleted  the  library  with  about  three  hundred 
volumes  on  science,  literature,  art  and  fiction. 


STEELTON— L.  E.  McGinnes. 


In  accordance  with  a  suggestion  of  the  School  Department,  my 
report  will  pertain  to  war-time  activities. 

An  important  lesson  that  America  has  learned  from  England  and 
France  is  that  of  keeping  its  schools  open  and  running.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  war  these  European  nations  sent  their  children  into 
munition  factories  and  their  skilled  mechanics  into  the  front-line 
trenches,  Now  they  urge  us  not  to  make  a  similar  mistake  and  we 
are  trying  to  heed  their  warning.  In  the  language  of  Commissioner 
Claxton,  who,  commenting  on  Secretary  Lane's  slogan,  "Don't  close 
the  schools;  use  them,"  says,  ''There  is  a  war  obligation,  then,  upon 
all  schools  to  keep  going  at  maximum  capacity,  and  most  of  them 
have  kept  going.  But  this  war  obligation  is  not  to  be  lightly  re- 
garded. Money  spent  for  schools  in  war-time  must  be  spent  only  on 
the  assurance  that  it  is  going  to  bring  results.  Parents  should  be 
made  to  feel  that  good  schools  must  be  maintained  during  the  war, 
whether  they  have  been  maintained  hitherto  or  not;  and  the  pupils 
in  school  need  to  realize  that  they  owe  it  to  their  country  to  get  an 
education  at  all  costs.  War-time  schools  will  have  to  be  100  per 
cent,  efficient.  Slimly  attended,  under-manned  or  poorly  manned 
schools  cannot  do  the  work  in  school  and  home  gardens,  Junior  Bed 
Cross,  War  Savings  and  other  kinds  of  activity  that  the  community 
expects  of  its  schools  in  war  time."  Locally  we  have  tried  to  keep 
going  and  if  anything  we  have  advanced  our  standard  of  efficiency. 
Our  efforts  have  been  not  to  neglect  the  academic  side  of  our  work, 
and  at  the  same  time  to  enter  enthusiastically  into  the  various  types 
of  war  service.  The  following  will  give  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  the 
service : 

Amount  invested  in  Liberty  Bonds, |18,300.00 

Amount  invested  in  War  Saving  and  Thrift  Stamps, 2,536.05 

Contributed  to  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  other  drives, 429.94 

Total  Bed  Cross  money  contributions, 883.41 

Membership  in  Senior  Bed  Cross, 245 

Membership  in  Junior  Bed  Cross, 1,553 

Number  of  Bed  Cross  articles  completed, 1,872 
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Numerous  articles  were  made  through  the  Manual  Training  De- 
partment; hundreds  of  books  were  donated  to  the  cantonment 
libraries  and  thousands  of  tickets  to  entertainments  held  for  pa- 
triotic purposes  were  sold  by  pupils.  Conservation  cards  unique  in 
design  were  drawn  and  painted  by  the  students  of  art,  and  lessons 
of  thrift  and  economy  were  impressed  in  all  the  grades,  particularly 
in  the  classes  in  the  Household  Arts  Department. 

Half  of  the  four-acre  plot  of  the  East  End  School  was  given  over 
by  the  board  for  war  gardening  purposes,  and  hundreds  of  our  boys 
and  girls  are  working  in  home  gardens  and  in  the  garden  plots 
controlled  by  the  Woman's  Civic  Club. 

The  greatest  demonstration  ever  attempted  by  Steelton  was  the 
patriotic  parade  held  on  the  afternoon  of  May  19,  1917.  One  entire 
division  of  those  marching  columns  was  made  up  of  pupils,  teachers 
and  officials  of  the  schools.  Another  demonstration,  equally  signifi- 
cant in  spirit,  if  not  as  broad  in  its  scope,  was  the  Red  Cross  parade 
on  May  17th,  191S.  In  this  procession  the  Junior  Red  Cross  auxili- 
aries of  the  public  schools  numbering  1,553,  with  the  bearing  and 
step  of  veterans,  covered  the  entire  route  of  the  parade. 

In  accordance  with  the  desire  of  the  authorities  at  Washington, 
all  the  public  functions  in  which  the  schools  engaged  were  based  upon 
some  phase  of  national  life  and  patriotism.  A  glance  at  the  program 
of  the  public  transfer  of  the  eighth  grade  to  the  high  school,  the  high 
school  commencement  and  the  public  meeting  of  the  Alumni  Associa- 
tion is  sufficient  to  convince  the  most  exacting  of  the  genuine  spirit 
of  these  occasions.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Alumni  Association,  a 
beautiful  service  flag  containing  eighty  stars,  representing  the  eighty 
graduates  that  have  gone  forth  to  battle  for  human  freedom  and  to 
minister  to  human  suffering  was  presented  to  the  school. 

Last  but  not  least,  not  less  than  three  of  the  members  of  our  high 
school  faculty  are  now  at  the  front,  ready  if  need  be,  "to  give  their 
full  measure  of  devotion  that  government  of  the  people,  by  the  people, 
fOx"  the  people,  shall  not  perish  from  the  earth." 


SUNBURY  SCHOOLS— Walter  A.  Geesey. 


The  present  superintendent  of  the  Sunbury  schools  having  entered 
this  particular  field  but  a  month  prior  to  the  close  of  the  term,  the 
report  is  necessarily  not  so  full  in  details  as  it  might  otherwise  have 
been,    The  school  term  of  nine  months  closed  on  Monday,  June  3rd. 
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No  radical  changes  were  made  during  the  year.  The  incoming 
superintendent  visited  all  the  schools  of  the  district  frequently  dur- 
ing the  last  month  of  school  in  order  to  get  an  insight  into  the  work- 
ing basis  upon  which  the  schools  were  conducted  in  the  past.  This 
knowledge  will  help  him  very  much  in  outlining  his  work  for  the  be- 
ginning of  the  coming  term. 

The  enrollment  for  the  past  term  was  3,178  pupils  with  a  high 
school  enrollment  of  500  and  a  graduating  class  of  72.  The 
housing  space  in  the  Sunbury  schools  is  entirely  inadequate  to  this 
number  of  pupils.  This  nine  buildings  and  five  annexes  constructed 
on  the  grounds  of  four  of  the  buildings  are  taxed  to  their  capacity. 
The  high  school  has  overgrown  its  bounds  and  needs  more  room 
badly.  More  than  a  year  ago  a  proposed  loan  for  building  purposes 
was  turned  down  by  the  town,  and  this  accounts  for  the  wooden 
annexes  which  have  been  constructed  to  the  various  buildings.  The 
building  question  is  one  which  will  have  to  be  taken  up  during  the 
next  year,  as  adequate  space  must  be  provided  for  the  extra  pupils 
which  the  raj)id  growth  of  the  town  has  brought  to  our  schools. 

The  Compulsory  Education  Law  was  enforced  during  the  term  and 
this  with  the  lack  of  any  epidemic  during  the  year  resulted  in  a  good 
percentage  of  attendance. 

A  continuation  school  of  sixty  pupils  was  conducted  according  to 
the  law  governing  such  schooL 

Late  in  the  term  the  board  adopted  a  salary  schedule  for  the 
teachers  to  be  based  upon  service  and  qualifications.  According  to 
this  schedule  grade  teachers  holding  provisional  certificates  will  re- 
ceive ?>50  the  first  year  with  an  increase  of  §5  each  year  for  the  second 
and  third  years  respectively.  On  the  same  basis  teachers  holding 
professional  certificates  will  receive  |55,  $60  and  |65  respectively  for 
three  years,  while  the  salaries  of  those  holding  permanent  certificates 
will  be  §60,  .«^65  and  S70.  In  the  high  school  heads  of  departments 
were  elected,  and  all  heads  except  that  of  the  Commercial  Depart- 
ment are  rated  at  .?110  with  their  assistants  at  S95.  The  head  of 
the  Commercial  Department  will  receive  .^125. 

A  course  in  domestic  science  will  be  put  in  on  a  very  small  scale 
during  the  coming  year.  The  newly  elected  domestic  science  teacher 
will  conduct  but  three  classes  in  that  subject  for  the  first  year  and 
will  also  teach  in  the  high  school.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  board  to 
arrange  for  a  full  course  in  domestic  science  by  the  end  of  the  first 
year.  Inadequate  space  hampers  us  in  all  new  work  until  some 
provisions  are  made  for  securing  more  room. 
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A  large  plot  of  ground  was  secured  for  war  gardens  in  which  our 
boys  and  girls  are  working  enthusiastically.  Their  work  is  under 
the  direction  of  a  competent  instructor  from  the  high  school  and  the 
civic  club  of  the  town. 

All  holidays  were  observed  with  appropriate  exercises.  Pennsylva- 
nia song  day  was  fittingly  observed,  a  most  interesting  program  of 
vocal,  instrumental,  and  victrola  music  by  Pennsylvanians  being 
rendered. 

The  law  governing  the  issuing  of  work  certificates  was  enforced  as 
were  also  the  requirements  of  the  vaccination  law. 

jSTear  the  close  of  the  year  the  senior  class  gave  their  annual  play 
and  with  the  proceeds  of  this  they  expect  to  purchase  a  victrola  which 
they  will  present  to  the  high  school. 

Very  interesting  commencement  exercises  were  held  by  both  the 
Central  Grammar  School  and  the  High  School.  The  class  address 
at  the  high  school  commencement  was  delivered  by  Rev.  A.  W.  Brown- 
miller  of  the  local  Evangelical  Church. 

A  special  teacher  for  writing  was  employed  by  the  board  during 
the  3^ear  and  her  time  was  given  entirely  to  teaching  the  Palmer 
System  to  the  various  grades  with  very  commendable  results  at  the 
close  of  the  term  to  show  for  her  year's  work. 

Seven  members  of  the  senior  class  responded  to  their  county's  call 
and  are  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  teachers  and 
students  worked  enthusiastically  in  the  various  Red  Cross  activities 
and  the  schools  responded  liberally  to  every  call  for  money  as  well  as 
in  the  sale  of  War  Savings  Stamps. 

Our  reference  as  well  as  general  library  is  very  meager  and  proves 
a  handicap  to  the  students  in  their  work.  Late  in  the  term  a  complete 
catalogue  of  all  library  books  was  made  and  we  expect  to  add  a 
number  of  necessary  books  during  the  coming  year. 

The  various  wards  established  savings  banks  and  these  were  en- 
thusiastically received  by  the  children.  A  majority  of  the  children 
will  leave  their  savings  in  the  bank  with  which  the  account  has  been 
opened,  during  the  summer  vacation. 

During  the  coming  year  we  expect  to.  organize  departmental  work 
in  the  upper  grades  of  the  various  ward  buildings,  and  to  conduct  a 
regular  series  of  weekly  teachers'  meetings  for  the  study  of  the 
principles  underlying  the  modern  philosophy  of  education. 
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SWISSVALE— C.  C.  Kelso. 


In  submitting  my  report  for  the  closing  year  I  am  not  able  to  re- 
port any  startling  innovations  in  either  the  policy  or  program  of  the 
routine  work  of  our  schools,  the  great  problems  of  the  year  being 
the  adjustment  of  the  schools  to  war  conditions  and  duties. 

The  spirit  in  which  these  have  been  met,  and  the  vigor  with  which 
the  various  activities  have  been  carried  on  is  best  demonstrated  by 
this  report. 

Our  schools  organized  under  the  Junior  Red  Cross  with  full  mem- 
bership for  each  pupil  enrolled,  and  all  grades  have  been  active  and 
enthusiastic  in  the  work  assigned.  The  teachers  and  pupils  took 
an  active  part  in  the  second  and  third  Liberty  Loan  campaigns.  In 
the  third  campaign  their  activity  and  success  were  pronounced  as 
they  turned  in  |64,200  in  subscriptions,  very  few  of  which  were  for 
more  than  |50.00. 

Our  boys  paid  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  "First  Hundred  Thousand"  fund 
$250.00  from  their  own  earnings.  During  the  last  few  months  of 
the  school  term  our  pupils  were  encouraged  to  invest  their  savings  in 
Thrift  Stamps  rather  than  to  deposit  them  in  the  School  Savings 
Bank,  and  the  response  was  generous,  the  purchase  of  stamps  by 
the  pupils  alone  approximating  |3,500.00. 

Two  hundred  eighty  of  our  pupils  are  cultivating  school  gardens 
in  the  school  garden  plot,  and  many  more  of  them  are  cultivating  War 
Gardens  at  home. 

On  the  whole  the  responses  to  efforts  in  behalf  of  War  activities 
have  been  satisfactory  and  the  results  will  be,  not  the  things  the 
pupils  have  made  or  raised  or  done,  but  "better  citizens." 

One  of  our  buildings  was  used  during  the  entire  year  by  the  local 
Red  Cross  organization  for  sectional  meetings,  and  our  other  build- 
ings have  been  in  general  use  throughout  the  year  in  war  work  and 
community  activities. 

As  yet  the  general  shortage  of  teachers  has  not  impaired  our  or- 
ganization, but  a  number  of  our  teachers  have  taken  other  positions 
for  the  summer  and  the  fear  is  that,  should  they  "make  good"  in  their 
new  work,  they  may  be  induced  to  leave  school  work  at  the  last  min- 
ute and  thus  present  a  real  problem  for  us  at  a  time  when  it  will  be 
very  difficult.  The  matter  of  teachers'  salaries  and  tenure  is  a  busi- 
ness proposition  and  must  be  dealt  with  as  such  if  disaster  to  public 
education  is  to  be  avoided. 


21—11—1919 
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TAMAQUA— J.  F.  Derr. 


The  high  school  comineucement  held  on  the  evening  of  June  19, 
brought  to  a  close  a  successful  school  year,  one  that  was  perhaps  more 
trying  in  many  ways  than  any  preceding  one  due  to  problems,  that 
have  been  brought  about  by  the  war.  The  graduating  class  consisted 
of  tAventy-nine  young  people,  fourteen  young  men,  fifteen  j'oung  ladies. 
Of  these,  sixteen  graduated  from  the  commercial,  five  from  the  Latin- 
scientific  and  eight  from  the  regular  course.  Xinety  percent  of  these 
students  had  lucrative  positions  awaiting  them  on  the  day  of  gradu- 
ation. Few  have  made  plans  to  enter  higher  institutions  of  learn- 
ing in  September. 

Just  a  week  preceding  the  opening  of  school,  last  September,  five 
teachers  presented  their  resignations  to  take  effect  at  once.  This 
at  the  very  beginning  of  a  new  term  was  rather  embarrassing,  to 
say  the  least,  yet  conditions  soon  adjusted  themselves  and  no  ill  ef- 
fects w^ere  experienced  except  some  inconvenience.  Six  more  teach- 
ers resigned  during  the  term  to  enter  more  lucrative  fields  of  work. 
Such  a  change  in  teachers  in  a  single  term  is  something  which  has 
never  been  experienced  and  is  of  sufficient  consequence  to  look  for 
failure  or  at  least  a  lower  standard  of  work,  yet  the  semi-annual 
tests  showed  that  splendid  results  had  nevertheless  been  accom- 
plished. 

Much  interest  was  manifested  in  athletics.  The  high  school  team 
in  football,  basketball  and  baseball  was  very  successful  in  playing 
clean  high  school  ball  and  in  winning  games. 

The  compulsory  attendance  law  was  strictly  enforced.  Little 
trouble  was  experienced,  as  the  attendance  officer  was  ever  on  the 
alert  faithfully  attending  to  every  detail  connected  with  his  office. 
The  parents  heartily  co-operated  with  the  school  authorities,  as  they 
have  learned  that  regular  attendance  means  progress. 

The  enrollment  was,  boys  1,257,  girls  1,192,  total  2,449.  The  aver- 
age number  of  pupils  to  a  teacher  in  the  grades  was  52,  in  the  high 
school,  29.  At  the  last  election,  the  voters  of  Tamaqua  sanctioned 
the  proposition  to  increase  the  indebtedness  of  the  district  to  the 
extent  of  S120,000  for  the  erection  of  a  much  needed  modern  high 
school  building.  On  account  of  the  high  cost  of  the  building  ma- 
terial, the  board  has,  however,  decided  not  to  build  at  present. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  what  the  schools  have  done  in  a  general 
way  for  Uncle  Sam.       Thrift  as  well  as  War  Savings  Stamps  were 
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sold  by  the  high  school  students  to  the  amount  of  .f  14,242.46,  and  by 
the  pupils  in  the  grades  to  the  amount  of  |20,719.11  making  a  total  of 
.^34,961.57.  Considerable  time  and  energy  were  expended  by  the 
teachers  in  selling  Liberty  Bonds.  Many  bonds  were  sold  and  much 
money  was  received  for  the  government  in  this  way. 

The  entire  teaching  force  was  enrolled  as  members  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  Educational  Association. 

Vocal  music  was  a  great  success.  Two  years  ago  when  music 
was  first  introduced,  not  everybody  thought  it  was  essential,  now 
all  like  it  and  want  it. 

The  high  school  Avas  well  patronized  by  non-resident  students,  the 
number  being  twenty-four,  whose  tuition  amounted  to  |933.75. 

Constant  care  is  taken  that  no  children  enter  school  without  be- 
ing successfully  vaccinated.  Parents  Avillingly  comply  with  this 
law.  Fire  drills  were  regularly  conducted  as  the  Code  requires. 
Kegular  as  well  as  grade  teachers'  meetings  were  frequently  held. 

War  gardens  received  a  great  deal  of  attention  by  the  schools. 
Parents  were  greatly  inspired  along  this  line,  and  the  result  now  is, 
that  many  beautiful  and  well  planted  gardens  are  in  prominence, 
where  heretofore,  little  or  no  attention  was  given. 

We  are  grateful  to  the  Department  for  the  many  acts  of  kindness 
accorded  us  during  the  year. 


TARENTUM—  A.  D.  Endsley. 


The  ''War  to  make  the  World  safe  for  Democracy"  vitally  effected 
the  work  of  the  schools  for  the  past  j^ear.  The  school  was  earl;f 
recognized  as  a  direct  channel  between  the  government  and  the  indi- 
vidual homes.  The  first  requirement  for  effective  work,  therefore, 
was  a  clear  understanding  on  the  part  of  the  schools,  in  so  far  as 
the  ages  of  the  children  would  permit,  of  wliy  we  were  at  war  and 
why  we  must  win  the  war.  Love  of  country,  instead  of  a  mere  plati- 
tude, became  a  living  necessity.  Patriotism,  instead  of  an  abstract 
term,  became  an  act  of  service.  Learning  what  Americanism  really 
means  was  taken  up  eagerly  by  both  teachers  and  pupils,  on  the 
principle  that  "we  serve  what  we  love." 
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War  Activities. 

In  our  Domestic  Science  and  Domestic  Arts  Departments,  efiforts 
were  made  to  have  the  work  of  the  pupils  function  in  life  under  war 
conditions.  The  sewing  work  of  the  schools  was  carried  on  in  close 
harmony  with  that  of  the  local  Eed  Cross  branch.  Keal  use  of  the 
articles  made,  together  with  the  rigid  inspection  by  those  not  directly 
connected  with  the  school,  furnished  the  keenest  incentive  for  excel- 
lence of  work.  In  cooking  emphasis  was  placed  upon  economy  and 
upon  the  preparation  and  serving  of  substitutes.  The  domestic 
science  and  art  work  thus  done  will  influence  favorably  the  home 
life  of  the  pupils  for  the  next  fifty  years. 

With  an  active  local  Y.  M.  C.  A.  organization  at  home,  our  boys 
in  school  naturally  wanted  their  brothers  in  field  and  camp  to  share 
their  privileges  and  opportunities.  A  total  of  67  boys  in  our  schools 
pledged  themselves  to  earn  and  contribute  ten  dollars  each  to  the 
war  Y.  M.  C.  A.  fund. 

Our  high  school  pupils,  330  in  number,  sold  over  $26,000  worth 
of  War  Savings  Stamps  in  four  days.  A  Liberty  Club  of  high  school 
students,  composed  of  musicians,  readers,  and  four-minute  speaker?. 
did  most  effective  work  in  the  sale  of  third  Liberty  Bonds  through 
entertainments  given  in  practically  all  the  school  houses  of  three 
boroughs  and  four  townships  in  our  section  of  the  county.  Needless 
to  say  that  history,  civics,  and  current  events  w^ere  vital  subjects 
to  these  pupils. 

In  May,  1918,  38  boys  of  the  eighth  grade  and  high  school  volun- 
teered for  farm  work,  mostly  in  Clarion  county,-  even  though  local 
manufacturing  industries  were  eager  for  them  in  positions  paying 
from  $2.50  to  |6  per  day.  They  were  willing,  even  anxious,  to  place 
country  above  personal  gain. 

Physical  Culture. 

Special  emphasis  was  placed  during  the  year  upon  plays  and 
;^ames  in  the  first  six  grades  of  the  schools.  The  teachers  of  these 
grades  met  every  two  weeks  for  conference  and  practice  drills  under 
the  special  teacher  of  physical  training  in  the  departmental  gram- 
mar school.  Definite  reasons,  from  the  hygienic  standpoint,  for  all 
games  and  exercises  were  given.  Exercises  with  the  pupils  were 
conducted  daily,  either  in  the  school  room  or  on  the  playground. 
Near  the  close  of  the  year  an  exhibition  of  the  physical  training 
work  of  the  pupils,  by  classes,  was  given  on  the  playground  of  each 
school.  The  parents  and  friends  of  the  pupils  attended  and  their 
support  secured  for  further  definite  work  in  physical  training. 
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In  the  high  school  a  volunteer  drill  corps  of  50  boys  was  formed 
under  the  leadership  of  the  principal  who  has  had  special  military 
training.  Drill  with  wooden  guns  was  carried  on  two  evenings  each 
week  during  the  last  three  months  of  school.  The  boys  carried 
through  this  work  in  grim  earnestness,  and  beneficial  results  were 
secured  by  them  in  courtesy,  in  carriage,  and  in  general  bearing. 


Supervised  Study. 

The  teachers  of  grades  7  to  12,  inclusive,  took  up  an  intensive 
study  of  supervised  study.  "Supervised  Study,"  by  Hall  Quest, 
was  the  book  chosen  as  basal,  though  other  authorities  were  freely 
consulted.  These  teachers  met  every  two  weeks  for  discussion  and 
reports  on  some  particular  phase  of  the  subject.  The  results  of  our 
attempt  to  introduce  supervised  study  into  the  high  school  may  be 
interesting.  The  form  of  the  system  was  adopted  in  September, 
1916,  without  any  special  preparation  of  the  teachers  for  this  type 
of  school  organization.  The  net  result  for  the  first  semester  was 
that  the  teacher  heard  the  class  recite  in  the  usual  way  for  half  the 
period,  assigned  the  next  lesson  briefly,  then  took  up  some  other 
work  while  the  class  went  on  with  their  independent  study  of  the 
next  day's  lesson  in  that  particular  subject.  This  of  itself  was  a 
gain,  though  it  did  not  embody  the  full  aim  of  supervised  study. 

Positive  work  during  the  past  year  with  the  teachers  in  how  to 
teach  children  to  study,  emphasizing  the  lesson  assignment,  has 
brought  results.  The  comparison  of  results  for  the  semesters  closing 
in  January,  1917,  and  January,  1918,  tells  its  ov\^n  story: 

No.  Exempt 
No.  Subjects.  from  Exam.  No.  Failed. 

1917, 1,326     550     Ill 

1918, 1,368     637    55 

While  there  was  an  increase  of  3%  in  the  number  of  subjects 
taken,  there  was  an  increase  of  16%  in  the  number  exempt  from 
examination,  and  a  decrease  of  50%  in  the  number  of  failures. 
These  results,  we  believe,  justify  further  use  and  study  of  the  Super- 
vised Study  System  of  School  Organization. 
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TAYLOK  -Wm.  S.  Eobinsou. 


The  total  enrollment  in  all  of  the  schools  for  the  yeav  ending 
July  1,  1918,  Avas  2.34-1.    These  pupils  were  distributed  as  follows: 

Elementary  schools,  969  boys,  942  girls;  high  school,  50  boys,  51 
girls ;  evening  school,  105  boys,  45  girls ;  continuation  school,  99  boys, 
no  girls. 

The  past  year  has  been  a  busy  one  in  our  schools.  In  addition  to 
the  regular  school  work  our  teachers  and  pupils  were  always  ready 
to  assist  in  the  various  war  activities.  The  subject  matter  of  our 
curriculum  was  enriched  by  the  addition  of  as  many  of  the  problems 
of  the  day  as  possible.  Government  bulletins,  lessons  prei^ared  by 
the  government,  and  other  literature  distributed  for  public  informa- 
tion found  a  place  in  our  schools.'  This  work  was  correlated  with 
the  usual  school  work  and  was  especially  helpful  in  geography,  his- 
tory, and  English.  '"Junior  Four-Minute  Men"  and  others  improved 
in  oral  expression,  while  the  study  of  current  topics  furnished  an 
abundance  of  material,  properh'  motivated  and  vital  to  the  child 
for  written  composition  work.  Interest  in  the  war  has  made  the 
work  in  geography  and  history  more  interesting  to  the  pupils.  The 
location  of  belligerent  and  neutral  nations  of  Europe,  their  resources 
and  commercial  routes  have  been  taught  better  than  ever  before. 

Among  the  special  activities  school  gardens  again  found  a  place. 
The  puj)ils  cared  for  gardens  at  their  respective  homes  and  seeds 
and  bulletins  were  distributed  among  them.  Xo  prizes  were  offered, 
but  the  pupils  did  the  work  as  a  patriotic  duty. 

Junior  Red  Cross  knitting  and  sewing  clubs  were  organized  in  all 
the  schools.  This  summer  the  older  girls  and  the  teachers  are  con- 
tinuing the  work.  They  meet  in  one  of  the  school  buildings  each 
morning  and  do  such  work  as  is  provided  for  them. 

The  sale  of  Thrift  and  War  Savings  Stamps  was  carried  on  syste- 
matically by  the  children.  Nearly  all  of  them  are  saving  and  buying 
stamps  for  themselves  as  well  as  selling  to  others. 

The  boys  in  the  high  school  who  were  old  enough  enrolled  in  the 
Boys'  Working  Resers^e.  This  summer  they  are  working  at  useful 
occupations. 

A  new  four-room  building  was  completed  in  November.  This 
replaced  the  oldest  school  building  in  Taylor.  It  was  built  accord- 
ing to  the  plans  and  specifications  furnished  by  the  State  Depart- 
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ment  and  is  equipped  with  steam  heat  and  adequate  ventilation, 
sanitary  toilets  and  electric  lights.  Sanitarj-  waterless  toilets  were 
placed  in  three  of  our  two-room  buildings.  Thej^  are  quite  satisfac- 
tory and  supply  a  much  needed  improvement. 

Our  greatest  need  noAv  is  adequate  facilities  for  high  school  work. 
This  will  probably  be  provided  as  soon  as  building  conditions  return 
to  more  nearlv  normal  conditions. 


TITUSVILLE— Henrv  Pease. 


The  schools  of  Titusville  school  district  have  been  held  to  regular 
work  during  the  past  3'ear,  and  have  not  been  allowed  to  substitute 
any  activities  for  the  actual  school  requirements,  except  that  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  boys  were  allowed  to  engage  in  agricultural  work 
during  the  last  few  weeks  without  loss  of  standing  in  studies  in 
which  their  work  was  up  to  good  grade  before  leaving  school.  Much 
Bed  Cross  work  has  been  done  in  all  the  schools.  A  junior  chapter 
Avas  established  in  every  school.  A  total  of  1,319  garments  were 
completed  by  the  pupils  for  the  Red  Cross  work.  The  pupils, 
through  the  junior  chapters,  contributed  over  four  hundred  dollars 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  Red  Cross  work  done  in  the  city.  This 
amount  was  raised  by  the  pui)ils  by  ftenny  contributions,  by  the 
sale  of  junk  of  various  sorts,  and  by  school  entertainments.  The 
pupils  purchased,  for  their  own  accounts  and  with  their  personal 
funds,  |7,100  of  Liberty  Bonds,  .fl,060  of  War  Saving  Stamps,  and 
1258.25  of  Thrift  Stamps,  a  total  of  |8,363.25  contributed  by  the 
pupils  from  their  individual  funds  towards  the  necessary  money  for 
carrying  on  the  war.  Besides  this,  the  pupils  sold  a  large  number 
of  Liberty  Bonds,  AVar  vSaviug  Stamps  and  Thrift  Stamps  to  the 
citizens  of  the  town.  The  greatest  possible  enthusiasm  exists  in 
carrying  forward  any  line  of  activity  whicli  the  pupils  are  called  on 
to  enter  and  assist. 

Up  to  date,  there  has  been  no  appreciable  falling  otf  of  our  school 
attendauce  because  of  war  activities  of  any  sort.  Our  school  board 
and  our  community  fully  realize  the  importance  of  doing  the  best 
possible  vfork  to  prepare  the  children  of  today  for  the  problems 
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which  will  certainly  confront  them  in  the  not  distant  future.  We 
are  trying  to  hold  steady  with  our  school  system,  at  the  same  time 
that  we  do  our  bit  for  the  great  work  of  today.  To  do  both  things 
at  the  same  time  is  no  easy  task. 


TYRONE— F.  M.  Haiston. 


The  schools  opened  September  3,  1917,  with  two  teachers  short 
in  the  high  school,  but  very  soon  thereafter  all  vacancies  were  filled 
and  the  work  for  the  year  was  begun  in  earnest.  The  full  teaching 
corps  showed  eighteen  new  teachers — nine  in  the  high  school  and 
nine  in  the  grades.  This  made  rather  a  high  percentage  of  new 
teachers  in  the  whole  corps,  but  many  of  the  new  teachers  had  had 
previous  experience  and  needed  only  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  new 
conditions  and  their  new  surroundings.  During  the  term,  however, 
for  one  cause  or  another,  there  were  a  number  of  resignations,  the 
places  being  filled,  in  some  cases,  by  teachers  without  previous  ex- 
perience. This  caused  a  more  serious  condition  than  did  the  addition 
of  many  new  teachers  at  the  beginning  of  the  term. 

The  Park  Avenue  Building  was  not  ready  for  use  at  the  opening  of 
the  schools.  It  was  necessary  to  make  arrangements  for  nearly  two 
hundred  and  seventy-five  pupils  until  this  building  could  be  turned 
over  by  the  contractors.  Five  schools  in  the  Logan  Avenue  Building 
were  put  on  a  four-hour  schedule  in  the  forenoon,  thus  permitting 
the  schools  from  the  Park  Avenue  Building  to  use  the  rooms  for 
a  like  period  of  time  in  the  afternoon,  while  the  first  grade  at  Park 
Avenue  met  for  a  two-hour  session  daily  in  the  Sunday  school  room 
of  the  Episcopal  church.  This  temporary  arrangement  lasted  only 
during  the  early  weeks  of  school,  and  was  fully  adjusted  before  cold 
weather  set  in. 

The  enrollment  for  the  term  showed  eight  hundred  and  ninety- 
one  (891)  boys  and  eight  hundred  and  eighty-eight  (888)  girls — a 
total  of  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-nine  (1,779)  pupils.  The 
grades  numbered  fourteen  hundred  and  sixtj^  (1,^60)  pupils — seven 
hundred  and  forty-nine  (749)  boys  and  seven  hundred  and  eleven 
(711)  girls.  The  high  school  enrollment  showed  one  hundred  and 
forty-two  (142)  boys  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  (177)  girls. 
A  class  of  forty-seven  students,  consisting  of  twelve  boys  and  thirty- 
five  girls,  was  graduated  at  the  close  of  the  term.  During  the  year 
one  hundred  and  three  pupils  completed  the  grade  school  work  and 
were  recommended  for  high  school  at  the  opening  of  the  next  term. 


No.  11.  UPPER  DARBY  TOWNSHIP.  329 

The  Junior  Red  Cross  was  organized  in  all  the  schools  of  the 
borough,  and  much  valuable  work  was  accomplished.  The  knitting 
and  sewing  had  an  educational  value  of  considerable  worth.  It  was 
a  splendid  means  of  teaching  the  use  of  the  hands,  while  accom- 
plishing a  certain  amount  of  the  very  kind  of  training  we  are 
endeavoring  to  accomplish  in  our  household  arts  course.  The  senti- 
ment back  of,  and  on  account  of  which  the  work  was  accomplished, 
had  a  wholesome  effect  upon  the  moral  growth  of  the  individuals 
that  were  engaged  at  the  task. 

Following  the  plans  of  the  United  States  Government,  a  special 
effort  was  made  to  teach  thrift.  Thrift  Stamps  were  sold  in  all  the 
buildings,  and  before  the  end  of  the  year  many  thousand  dollars' 
worth  of  stamps  were  sold.  A  great  number  of  pupils  soon  became 
weekly  buyers  of  stamps,  and  were  rapidly  forming  the  habit  of 
regular  saving. 

A  word  may  be  said  in  support  of  the  strong  professional  spirit 
manifested  by  the  great  body  of  our  teachers.  During  the  school 
term  the  keenest  interest  was  shown  in  all  educational  meetings, 
many  of  our  teachers  making  a  special  study  of  various  phases  of 
school  work.  During  the  vacation  period  many  of  the  teachers  took 
summer  courses  at  recognized  schools  of  pedagogy,  while  others 
engaged  in  practical  educational  work.  There  has  been  no  proper 
recognition  of  those  teachers  who  spend  their  time  and  money  in 
constant  preparation  to  render  better  service.  Whenever  a  teacher 
makes  a  special  sacrifice,  and  it  is  a  sacrifice  for  a  teacher  to  spend 
money  for  education  out  of  her  salary,  her  efforts  should  receive 
special  recognition.  It  is  hoped  the  time  will  soon  come  when  this 
will  be  done. 


UPPER  DARBY  TWP.  (Delaware  County)— H.  M.  Mendenhall. 


The  schools  of  Upper  Darby  opened  on  Labor  Day  with  an  increase 
of  125  over  the  enrollment  of  the  previous  year.  Pupils  and  teachers 
manifested  a  keen  interest  in  the  school  work  so  that  progress  was 
in  evidence  very  early  in  the  school  year. 

Three  additional  teachers  were  engaged  and  were  at  work  in 
September,  but  the  attendance  increased  to  such  an  extent  that  a 
fourth  teacher  was  added  in  November.  This  brought  the  number 
in  the  teaching  force  up  to  forty-five. 

Regular  meetings  of  the  grade  and  high  school  teachers  were  held 
during  the  year.  The  high  school  teachers  read  and  discussed 
many  publications  pertaining  to  the  Junior  High  School.    A  junior 
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high  school  has  been  planned  for  Upper  Darby,  and  had  the  new  high 
school  building  been  completed  on  schedule  time  it  would  have  been 
in  operation  by  this  date.  Many  visits  were  made  by  the  teachers 
to  neighboring  junior  high  schools  to  observe  the  work  done  there. 

The  testing  of  the  pupils  in  fundamental  processes  in  arithmetic 
has  been  under  the  School  of  Education  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Many  school  districts  gave  the  Courtis  tests  with  many 
surprising  results.  The  tests  were  given  in  January  the  first  time 
and  again  in  June.  Marked  improvement  was  shown  in  the  Juno 
scores  when  couipared  with  the  January  scores.  Work  in  the  testing 
of  reading  will  be  begun  early  in  the  fall  term. 

The  Red  Cross  came  in  for  a  very  large  amount  of  time  during  the 
winter  and  spring.  The  enrollment  of  100%  in  the  Junior  branch 
was  obtained  without  difficulty.  This  was  only  the  first  object  of 
the  drive  and  the  second  object — work — came  with  just  as  little 
urging  as  the  first.  When  the  pupils  learned  that  they  could  really 
do  something  for  the  '^boys"  in  the  trenches  they  set  to  work  with  a 
will  and  the  amount  of  work  accomplished  was  a  great  satisfaction 
to  pupils,  teachers  and  Red  Cross  officials. 

The  sale  of  Thrift  Stamps  was  taken  up  by  the  pupils,  together 
with  the  sale  of  Liberty  Bonds.  Many  thousands  of  dollars'  worth 
of  bonds  and  stamps  were  disposed  of  during  the  several  drives. 

School  gardens  were  not  attempted  this  spring.  This  was  not 
caused  by  any  lack  of  patriotism  on  the  part  of  our  boys,  but  because 
so  many  of  them  went  out  on  the  farming  project  and  many  more 
went  into  munition  factories  for  the  vacation  period.  In  these  ways 
they  hoped  to  help  Uncle  Sam  just  as  much  as  by  planting  war 
gardens. 

The  medical  inspection  \^'as  carried  out  this  year,  although  we 
Avere  quite  short  of  doctors.  The  parents  co-operated  very  heartily 
with  this  movement  and  splendid  results  have  been  brought  about 
by  it. 

The  new  |200  000  high  school  building  is  progressing  and,  while 
the  plans  for  going  into  it  in  September  are  being  ma'6le,  yet  the 
hopes  for  their  fulfillment  are  quite  remote. 

A  Visitor's  Week  was  observed  throughout  our  schools  in  Decem- 
ber and  about  one  thousand  visitors  came  during  that  time.  This 
movement  met  with  such  marked  success  that  another  such  week 
will  be  held  during  1918-1919. 

The  bulletins  issued  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  at 
Harrisburg  are  particularly  helpful  and  I  wisli  to  thank  the  De- 
partment for  them. 
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VANDERGRIFT— Clhas.  H.  Omo. 


The  annual  report  for  the  Vandergrift  district  for  the  past  year 
will  be  brief  on  account  of  the  change  in  superintendents.  The 
present  superintendent  served  only  one  month  of  the  term  and, 
therefore,  the  report  this  year  will  not  be  as  complete  as  it  might 
have  been. 

The  enrollment  in  the  schools  for  the  past  year  was  2,088.  The 
children  in  the  grades  one  to  three  were  on  half  time  on  account  of 
lack  of  school  room,  and,  therefore,  we  could  not  expect  the  best 
results.  We  expect  to  have  the  new  building  completed  so  that  all 
pupils  will  be  on  full  time  during  the  coming  school  term.  It  is 
then  tliat  we  hope  to  get  better  results  in  our  schools. 

Patriotic  spirit  ran  high  in  our  schools  during  the  year.  A 
Junior  Red  Cross  society,  both  in  the  high  school  and  in  the  grades 
was  organized  and  great  interest  was  shown  and  results  were  ob- 
tained; 100%  enrollment  was  secured  in  all  rooms.  The  sale  of 
War  Saving  Stamps  ran  above  the  average,  each  room  working  as  a 
unit  for  collection,  brought  fine  results. 

We  expect  to  introduce  several  new  courses  in  our  high  school  for 
the  coming  school  year  and  prospects  are  for  a  good  year. 


WARREN— R.  T.  Adams. 


The  Warren  public  schools  were  open  one  hundred  and  eighty  days 
during  the  year  1017-1918  and  were  not  very  greatly  affected  by 
childhood  diseases.  There  was  a  total  attendance  of  two  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  (2,009),  an  increase  of  ninety-one  (01) 
over  last  year.  The  enrollment  in  the  high  school  was  five  hundred 
and  eleven  (511),  an  increase  of  seventy-five  (75)  over  last  year. 
Good  work  was  done  in  all  of  the  departments  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  much  of  the  pupils'  out-of -school  time  was  spent  in  various 
kinds  of  war  work. 
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Progress  in  the  Grades  and  Growth  of  the  High   School 
Departments. 

Last  year  we  made  a  grade  and  age  study  of  the  schools,  which 
revealed  the  fact  that  the  pupils  were  moving  through  the  grades 
more  rapidly  than  in  former  years,  and  predicted  that  an  increas- 
ingly larger  number  of  pupils  would  enter  the  higher  grades  and 
be  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  the  future  years.  This  year 
we  made  a  comparison  of  the  percentage  of  the  whole  school  in  the 
respective  grades  and  high  school  for  the  last  six  years  and  found 
that  the  ratio  of  the  number  of  pupils  in  the  lower  grades  to  the 
whole  number  of  pupils  in  the  schools  is  decreasing,  while  the  ratio 
of  the  number  of  pupils  in  upper  grades  to  the  whole  number  in  the 
schools  is  increasing.  The  following  table  will  make  this  last  state- 
ment more  clear: 


Year. 

I 

II 

III 

IV 

V 

VI 

VII 

VIII 

High. 

1913 

13.95 

11.91 

12.62 

12.80 

10.30 

8.27 

8.79 

9.31 

12.18 

1914 

12.05 

12.14 

12.19 

10.98 

11.46 

8.86 

7.13 

11.03 

13.54 

1915 

13.20 

11.14 

11.96 

11.22 

10.77 

10.64 

8.00 

10.35 

12.62 

1916 

11.35 

10.99 

11.86 

11.07 

10.17 

9.03 

9.74 

10.76 

14.96 

1917 

12.31 

10.04 

10.04 

12.00 

10.04 

9.39 

8.46 

12.50 

15.16 

1918 

11.29 

11.06 

10.44 

10.10 

10.98 

9.92 

9.15 

9.65 

17.35 

Aver.     12.36     11.21     11.52     11.36     10.62      9.35      8.54     10.63     14.30 

The  material  for  the  above  table  was  collected  just  after  the  trans- 
fer at  middle  of  the  year  and  includes  only  the  pupils  who  were  in 
school  at  that  time.  It  does  not  include  the  kindergarten  pupils.  It 
should  be  read  as  follows:  In  February,  1913,  13.95%  of  all  of  the 
pupils,  excepting  the  kindergarten  pupils,  was  in  the  first  grade, 
11.91%  of  all  the  pupils,  excepting  the  kindergarten  pupils,  was  in 
the  second  grade,  etc. 

The  higher  percentages  in  the  8th  grade,  prior  to  1918,  are  due  to 
the  fact  that  the  course  of  study  for  that  grade  was  one  and  one- 
half  years,  requiring  the  pupils  a  longer  time  to  complete  it. 

Continuation  Schools. 

The  continuation  school  presents  a  new  and  difiScult  problem  for 
every  small  city.  There  is  no  question  about  its  value,  and  in  the 
larger  cities  the  provisions  of  the  law  can  be  carried  out  without 
any  difficulty.  Where  there  are  twenty  or  more  of  the  pupils  en- 
gaged in  the  same  occupation  it  would  be  an  easy  task  to  teach  them 
related  subjects  which  would  be  interesting  and  helpful,  but  where 
there  are  a  dozen  or  more  occupations  represented  in  a  school  of 
twenty-five  pupils  and  where  one  pupil  may  have  been  engaged  in 
four  or  five  different  occupations  in  the  same  school  year,  the  prob- 
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lem  is  entirely  different.  It  is  then  impossible  to  teach  subjects 
related  to  their  occuijations  and  the  pupils  find  themselves  con- 
fronted by  the  same  subjects  that  they  probably  disliked  in  the  grade 
schools.  The  result  is  that  they  attend  the  continuation  school 
under  protest  and  consequently  the  school  presents  a  difficult  problem 
to  the  teacher.  Of  course,  the  common  brand  es  are  very  much 
needed  by  most  of  the  continuation  pupils  and  eight  hours  of  school 
each  week  enables  many  of  the  boys  and  girls  to  fit  themselves  for 
more  useful  stations  in  life  than  they  are  now  occupying. 

War  Activities. 

There  are  three  of  our  schools  that  have  school  or  war  gardens 
and  probably  half  of  the  upper  grade  pupils  have  home  gardens. 
The  Chamber  of  Commerce  appointed  a  special  committee  on  war 
gardens,  which  took  charge  of  all  of  the  available  vacant  lots  in  the 
city,  and  every  pupil,  adult,  or  society,  that  would  undertake  to 
plant  and  cultivate  a  plot  of  ground,  was  given  the  opportunity  to  do 
so.  In  most  instances  the  ground  was  plowed,  dragged,  and  put  in 
shape  for  planting.  Fertilizer  was  frequently  provided.  As  a  result 
practically  every  available  vacant  lot  in  the  city  has  been  planted. 

Junior  Red  Cross. 

The  Junior  Red  Cross  was  organized  in  March.  The  sum  of  six 
hundred  and  nine  dollars  and  forty  cents  (|609,40)  was  contributed 
to  the  Senior  Chapter  as  membership  fees.  The  High  School  Ath- 
letic Association  contributed  thirty-five  dollars  (|35)  from  the  door 
receipts  of  a  basketball  game.  The  boys  of  the  Manual  Training 
Department  used  six  thousand  feet  of  lumber  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  pounds  of  nails  in  making  boxes  in  which  to  ship  the  Senior 
and  Junior  Red  Cross  articles.  The  following  articles  were  turned 
into  the  Senior  Red  Cross  for  Belgium  relief,  from  all  of  the  schools: 
185  dreses,  340  sweaters,  224  petticoats,  58  chemise,  135  pairs 
bootees,  33  capes  and  hoods,  40  layette  dresses,  52  layette  jackets,  28 
nightgowns,  11  boys'  waists,  226  diapers,  528  handkerchiefs,  8 
peasant  shawls,  17  knitted  blankets,  319  shot  bags,  19  trench  pockets, 
2  helmets,  35  lbs.  tinfoil,  150  shipping  boxes,  4,000  thread  bobbins, 
and  9  hot  water  bottle  covers.  This  work  was  all  done  outside  of 
school  hours  excepting  one-half  of  the  time  given  to  the  girls  in  the 
grade  sewing  classes.  In  this  time  the  teachers  taught  the  pupils 
how  to  knit  and  make  the  various  articles  in  the  above  list. 

Physical  Training. 

One  teacher  gave  her  entire  time  to  teaching  physical  training  to 
the   girls    in    the   High    School    Building    and    to    supervising   the 
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I^hysical  training  in  the  grades.  Another  teacher  gave  two-thirds 
of  his  time  to  physical  training,  inclnding  athletics,  coaching  the 
boys.  Every  pnpil  in  the  city,  excepting  the  kindergarten  pupils,  was 
given  the  benefits  of  scientific  physical  training  and  directed  play. 


AVASHTNGTON— T.  G.  McCleary. 


The  Washington  Borough  public  schools  were  opened  180  days 
during  the  past  year  and  the  schools  conducted  according  to  Penn 
sylvania  School  Law. 

There  were  4,191  pupils  enrolled  during  the  year,  621  of  which 
Avere  in  the  high  school.  The  high  school  has  grown  from  339  to 
the  present  size  during  my  seven  years  as  superintendent  of  schools. 
The  grammar  school  promoted  117  to  high  school,  99  of  this  number 
entered  high  school.  There  were  101  students  graduated  from  high 
school,  40  of  which  were  boys  and  61  were  girls. 

The  continuation  school  had  an  enrollment  of  35  during  the  year 
and  much  helpful  instruction  was  given  these  pupils.  Three  of  them 
returned  to  their  regular  place  in  school. 

The  Household  Arts  Department  had  43  enrolled.  This  was  the 
second  A'ear  for  this  work. 


WAYNESBOKO— T.  Clair  McCullough. 


The  public  schools  of  Wajaiesboro  closed  a  year  of  very  satisfac- 
tory work  in  June.  The  enrollment  was  large  and  the  attendance 
good.  ]S^o  serious  outbreak  of  contagious  disease  prevented  the 
children  from  being  pTesent  in  school.  However,  the  lack  of  fuel 
compelled  us  to  close  the  schools  several  times  during  the  severe 
weather  of  the  i^ast  winter. 

Our  teachers  worked  faithfully  and  earnestly.  Monthly  meetings 
were  held  for  professional  study.  For  this  purpose  the  teachers 
were  divided  into  several  groups:  High  school,  grammar  school,  in- 
termediate, and  primary.  Each  group  studied  along  lines  especially 
suited  to  their  grade  of  school  work. 

Waynesboro  district  held  its  own  institute  for  the  second  time. 
The  instructors  were  Superintendents  James  M.  Coughlin  and  L.  E. 
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McGinnes,  Prineipal  Charles  Lose,  Dr.  C.  C.  Ellis  and  Prof.  Paul  E. 
Beck.  These  men  gave  nmch  helpful  instruction  and  made  the 
sessions  very  interesting.  A  number  of  the  citizens  of  town  enjoyed 
the  institute  with  us. 

During  the  year  our  teachers  and  pupils  took  an  active  part  in 
war  w^ork.  About  900  pupils  joined  the  Junior  Red  Cross  and  115 
the  Senior  Eed  Cross.  Many  of  the  girls  did  sewing  and  knitting 
for  the  Eed  Cross  under  the  direction  of  the  Household  Arts  De- 
partment. The  high  school  students  sold  more  than  |6,000  worth 
of  '^Baby"  bonds.  The  students  of  the  grades  sold  a  large  number 
of  Thrift  Stamps. 

The  closing  exercises  of  the  term  included  three  events.  At  each 
one  our  auditorium,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  1,000,  was  filled 
with  an  intensely  interested  body  of  patrons.  The  first  event  was 
the  senior  class  play  entitled,  "Claim  Allowed."  It  was  a 
patriotic  one,  dealing  in  a  wholesome  manner  with  some  of  th(; 
great  questions  arising  out  of  the  present  world  struggle  and  the 
I>art  our  nation  is  taking  in  that  struggle.  Transfer  exercises  were 
held  on  Wednesday  of  commencement  week.  At  this  time  86  pupils 
who  had  successfully  completed  the  work  of  the  eighth  grade  were 
given  special  certificates  of  promotion  to  the  high  school.  Superin- 
tendent Wagner,  of  Carlisle,  gave  a  very  forceful  and  appropriate 
talk  to  the  class.  School  closed  with  commencement  exercises  for 
the  high  school  class  on  the  evening  of  June  7.  Thirty-eight  young 
people  were  graduated  and  received  splendid  counsel  and  advice 
from  Deputy  Superintendent  Reed  B.  Teitrick,  who  delighted  the 
audience  with  his  address. 

Before  closing  this  report,  I  want  to  thank  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  and  several  superintendents  for  their  courtesy 
and  assistance. 


WEST  CHESTER— Addison  L.  Jones. 


The  new  building  erected  to  relieA'e  the  crowded  school  conditions 
v,m  be  ready  for  occupancy  in  September.  In  it  will  be  rooms  for 
the  shops,  commercial  department,  the  gymnasium,  showers  and 
dressing-rooms,  and  sixteen  class  rooms.  The  entire  building  is 
adjacent  to  the  high  school  and  so  arranged  that  it  can  be  con- 
veniently used  as  a  junior  high  school. 

Thomas  S.  Butler,  Congressman  from  this  district,  arranged  with 
the  government  to  have  stationed  here  a  sergeant  from  the  Marine 
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Corps,  who  gave  the  boys  in  the  high  school  military  instruction 
twice  a  week.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  boys  show  the  effects 
of  the  drill,  both  in  their  walking  and  standing  and  in  their  reaction 
in  the  school  room.  The  benefits  are  many,  especially  is  this  notice- 
able in  the  ready  response  to  direction  in  recitation.  The  severity 
of  the  exercises  hardened  the  boys  for  the  work  that  all  of  them  took 
up  at  the  close  of  school,  and  it  tended  to  prepare  them  for  the 
duties  they  will  surely  encounter  in  the  next  few  years.  The  regret 
is  that  the  girls  cannot  have  suitable  exercises  that  will  fit  them  for 
their  future  responsibilities. 

During  the  year  the  high  school  students  organized  a  General 
Association,  through  which  they  will,  to  a  great  extent,  manage  and 
control  the  social  and  athletic  activities  of  the  school.  This  or- 
ganization does  most  of  its  work  through  an  executive  council 
whose  powers  by  the  constitution  are  quite  broad.  The  student  body 
as  a  whole  has  worked  very  nicely  in  controlling  its  own  members. 
The  faculty  is  active  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  athletics  and 
school  parties. 

Arthur  T.  French,  who  was  the  principal  of  the  high  school,  is 
an  excellent  executive,  one  with  whom  teachers  are  pleased  to 
work,  and  for  whom  the  pupils  do  their  best  study  every  day.  It  is 
greatly  regretted  by  the  community  that  Mr.  French  will  not  return 
next  year,  since  an  unusually  fine  position,  attractive  in  many  ways, 
will  take  him  into  a  western  normal  school  next  year.  Clarence  N. 
Smith,  a  teacher  of  wide  experience,  the  last  two  years  a  graduate 
student  in  high  school  administration  at  Columbia  University,  has 
been  appointed  to  the  vacant  position. 

Early  in  the  year  a  special  war  garden  committee  was  appointed. 
Appropriations  were  made  by  the  School  board,  the  New  Century 
Club,  and  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  two  supervisors  took  charge  of 
the  community  and  home  gardens.  Great  interest  is  shown  by  the 
pupils  and  generally  by  the  parents.  While  the  gardens  produce 
much  that  supplies  the  families  with  healthful  food  and  also  reduces 
current  and  winter  living  expenses,  the  habits  of  industry  acquired 
by  the  children  in  caring  for  their  growing  crops  really  means  more 
to  them  in  after  life  than  the  immediate  profits;  and  the  thought 
that  they  are  helping  in  the  production  of  food  at  home  to  give 
more  to  the  soldiers  in  the  world  war  fosters  a  spirit  of  real  pa- 
triotism not  easily  fathomed. 

The  war  and  the  unusual  industrial  activity  has  made  many  in- 
roads on  the  teachers.  In  one  position  four  men  left  successively  to 
enter  government  service.  Formerly  we  had  in  our  high  school  an 
equal  number  of  men  and  women,  a  condition  to  be  desired  in  a 
mixed  high  school.  Salaries  were  generally  increased,  so  that  very 
few  of  the  teachers  now  receive  the  minimum.     Considering  the  ex- 
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penses  of  preparation  to  teach  and  current  expenses  while  teaching, 
the  amount  received  is  still  insufficient  for  teachers  to  use  the  means 
for  professional  advancement  and  to  live  comfortably.  Teachers 
must  have  further  advance  in  salary  else  they  will  be  driven  into 
other  lines  of  work  where  they  will  receive  a  living  wage. 

The  many  calls  from  the  several  war  working  committees  did  more 
to  stimulate  pupils  and  teachers  to  do  their  work  well  than  any  other 
cause  could  have  done.  In  no  wise  was  the  added  work  a  hindrance. 
Early  in  the  year  the  Red  Cross  branch  needed  help  in  knitting. 
The  School  Board  at  once  delegated  a  sewing  supervisor  to  give  two 
entire  school  days  to  teaching  and  supervising  girls  who  desired  to 
help.  The  high  school  principal  asked  for  volunteers  who  would 
study  more  -intensively  at  home  and  give  up  their  vacant  periods  in 
school  to  knit  for  the  Red  Cross.  So  many  girls  volunteered  that 
we  had  for  the  service  four  hundred  working  hours  a  week.  In 
justice  to  the  girls  it  may  be  said  that  the  volunteers  continued 
actively  working  throughout  the  year,  knitting  more  than  three 
hundred  sweaters,  finishing  several  hundred  garments  and  many 
other  articles  called  for  by  the  local  Red  Cross  branch. 

Pupils  in  the  grades  were  greatly  interested  in  the  several  war 
activities, — liberal  contributions  were  made  to  the  chocolate  fund, 
soldiers'  libraries,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  fund  and  clothes  for  the  Belgian 
relief;  Liberty  Bonds  were  purchased  by  the  pupils  individually 
and  by  them  through  the  schools,  while  the  pupils  invested  thou- 
sands of  dollars  in  War  Saving  and  Thrift  Stamps  through  their 
teachers.  In  the  manual  training  classes  the  boys  made  checker 
tables  for  the  cantonments;  nearly  all  the  pupils  in  the  high  school 
became  members  of  the  Red  Cross  branch.  All  the  schools  became 
active  members  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross  Auxiliary.  In  their  pledge 
the  pupils  not  only  promised  to  serve  as  they  could  in  aiding  their 
country,  but  nearly  all  the  schools  worked  actively  in  conserving 
foods,  becoming  more  active  in  maintaining  discipline,  in  the  school 
rooms  and  about  the  buildings,  and  in  helping,  without  pay,  the 
families  of  soldiers,  doing  errands  for  them  and  protecting  their 
children. 

While  unusual  demands  on  the  boys  were  made  by  employers  in 
the  industries,  the  classes  in  the  vocational  schools  were  well  at- 
tended. The  classes  had  to  be  consolidated  on  account  of  a  lack  of 
room  and  a  scarcity  of  teachers,  yet  commendable  progress  was 
made.  The  boys  who  had  attended  in  the  vocational  school  a  year 
or  more  had  no  trouble  in  getting  men's  wages  in  the  shops  at  the 
close  of  the  term.  It  frequently  happens  that  after  a  pupil  has  been 
in  the  vocational  department  a  short  time  he  finds  he  lacks  a  founda- 
tion for  the  work  he  desires  to  do ;  he  asks  for  a  transfer  into  the 
high  school  in  the  same  grade.    The  tuition  rate  for  outside  districts 
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for  the  boys  in  the  carpenter  and  machine  shops  was  for  the  year 
two  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents  (|2.95)  a  month,  and  for  the  girls 
in  the  Household  Arts  Department  two  dollars  and  ten  cents  (|2.10). 

The  several  advisory  committees  have  been  valuable  aids  in  visit- 
ing and  criticising  the  work  in  the  vocational  schools.  It  is  well 
worth  while  to  have  visitors  who  are  willing  not  only  to  see  work 
well  done,  but  Avho  are  eager  to  suggest  improvements  in  method  to 
produce  a  better  output.  The  three  committees  have  given  a  strong 
stimulus  for  teachers  and  pupils  to  do  increasingly  better  work. 

The  schools  were  kept  open  all  the  year,  sufficient  coal  having  been 
placed  in  the  bins  during  the  vacation.  The  teachers  as  a  body 
worked  untiringly,  solving  the  many  problems  of  the  school  room, 
thus  making  the  year  one  of  the  most  successful.  The  school  au- 
thorities appreciate  the  co-operation  of  parents  in  supporting  all 
measures  for  the  betterment  of  the  schools. 


WEST  MAHAjS^OY  TWP.    (Schuylkill  County)— P.  F.  Dugan. 


The  school  term  of  1017-18  closed  after  a  term  of  nine  months  of 
successful  operation  on  the  part  of  teachers  and  pupils.  The  enroll- 
ment was  \evj  large  during  the  year.  Two  teachers  were  added  to 
the  corps  during  the  term. 

The  need  of  special  teachers  along  various  lines  is  becoming  more 
apparent.  The  subjects  of  niusic  and  drawing  which  Avere  added  to 
our  course  of  study  in  1916-17  are  being  successfully  carried  on  by 
the  supervisors  of  those  branches  and  teachers,  pupils  and  patrons 
are  becoming  more  interested  in  these  subjects.  A  keen  rivalry 
exists  between  the  teachers  and  pupils  of  the  various  build- 
ings to  see  which  will  attain  the  highest  standards  in  these 
studies.  There  is  every  evidence  of  continued  success  in  these  sub- 
jects. 

After  much  difficulty  we  are  succeeding  in  securing  more  regular 
attendance.  The  problem  is  very  complex  in  this  locality  as  the 
aim  of  parents  seems  to  be  the  early  employment  of  their  children. 
The  new  child  labor  law  has  been  a  wonderful  help  to  our  schools 
along  these  lines. 

Our  teachers  and  pupils  participated  in  several  patriotic  celebra- 
tions, viz:  Raising  of  community  service  flags  and  honor  Liberty 
Loan  flags  during  the  term.  Junior  Eed  Cross  units  were  also  or- 
ganized throughout  the  district. 

Members  of  the  school  board  and  other  officers  of  the  district  con- 
tributed toward  a  fund  to  be  distributed  in  prizes  among  the  pupils 
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to  encourage  tbe  sale  of  War  Savings  Stamps.  Three  of  our  male 
teachers  were  called  to  the  colors  during  the  term.  Two  of  our 
teachers  resigned  to  enter  more  remunerative  vocations.  Retention 
of  skilled  teachers  is  becoming  a  difficnlt  task  since  these  war  times 
offer  man}^  inducements  for  teachers  to  engage  in  any  of  the  many 
industries  paying  higher  wages  than  the  profession  of  teaching. 

It  behooves  our  law-makeis  who  should  have  the  interest  of  our 
public  school  at  heart  to  enact  laws  that  will  enable  the  school  dis- 
tricts throughout  the  State  to  increase  the  salaries  of  our  teachers 
and  thus  prevent  a  further  exodus  of  teachers  to  the  more  lucrative 
employments. 


WILKES-BARRE— H.  H.  Zeiser. 


This  is  a  period  of  transition  in  the  Wilkes-Barre  schools,  a  time 
when  new  ideas  are  being  put  into  practice.  Only  the  future  can 
show  whether  or  not  they  will  attain  the  ends  desired.  We  have 
adopted  a  new  course  of  study  and  new  text  books  in  most  of  the 
subjects.  This  will  entail  some  additional  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
teachers  at  first  but  it  will  be  met  with  the  same  spirit  of  willingness 
that  has  characterized  the  actions  of  the  Wilkes-Barre  teachers  in  the 
past  and  will  in  the  end  be  of  great  assistance  to  them.  A  new 
card  system  is  being  installed  which  is  designed  to  offer  a  much 
simpler  and  more  effective  method  of  keeping  a  history  of  the  school 
life  of  the  pupil  and  should  make  it  far  easier  to  find  such  informa- 
tion about  students  as  may  be  necessary. 

The  continuation  schools  and  attendance  officers  have  been  given 
a  head.  This  makes  a  closer  organization  of  these  schools  and 
should  add  to  their  efficiency.  The  work  of  the  kindergartens  has 
been  organized  and  their  scope  enlarged  by  placing  them  under  the 
direction  of  one  head.  This  has  already  added  to  their  sphere  of  in<- 
fluence. 

Uniformity  of  requirements  in  the  various  subjects  to  be  studied 
will  necessitate  a  close  analysis  of  the  subjects,  and  outlines  definitely 
setting  forth  the  ground  to  be  covered  in  the  various  units  of  time. 
Standards  of  measurements  must  be  selected  and  applied  judiciously 
and  skillfully.  Plans  for  additional  study  and  training  for  teachers 
must  be  devised  and  matured,  in  order  that  teachers  may  maintain 
a  professional  dignity.  These  are  some  of  our  problems  for  the 
future  and  only  the  futnre  can  show  how  satisfactory  their  solution 
will  be. 
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War  times  have  made  their  demands  upon  us  and  we  have  re- 
sponded to  the  best  of  our  ability.  The  teachers  met  every  demand 
with  cheerfulness  and  vigor  and  did  their  best.  They  assisted 
through  the  schools  in  the  various  bond  campaigns  and  the  Red  Cross 
and  Y.  M.  C.  A.  "drives."  A  large  percent  of  the  children  in  the 
schools  are  members  of  the  Junior  Red  Cross  organization  and  every 
teacher  gave  a  day's  pay  to  the  Red  Cross.  A  thrift  system  was  in- 
stalled and  the  pupils  urged  to  invest  the  money  thus  saved  in  War 
and  Savings  Stamps.  Superintendent,  teachers  and  pupils  have  at 
all  times  stood  ready  to  do  their  patriotic  duty  to  the  best  of  their 
various  abilities. 

Just  as  our  every  day  lives  are  now  steeped  in  war  thoughts  and 
activities  so  our  ideals  in  education  are  being  tinged  more  and  more 
each  day  by  the  demands  of  war  times.  Our  drawing,  manual  train- 
ing and  domestic  art  and  science  departments  in  both  grades  and 
high  school  have  all  passed  through  a  process  of  transition  growing 
away  somewhat  from  the  purely  academic  problems  and  devoting  part 
of  their  time  to  war  products  and  particularly  encouraging  those  lines 
of  instruction  which  tend  to  train  the  child  for  home  duties.  This  is 
characteristic  of  all  lines  of  education.  The  work  of  the  schools  is 
being  socialized.  They  will  meet  the  demands  of  the  public  as  those 
demands  crystallize  into  real  needs. 

The  total  attendance  in  the  day  schools  this  year  was  12,842  as 
compared  with  12,844  for  1917.  In  the  high  school  the  total  enroll- 
ment for  the  year  was  1,949  as  against  1,958  for  last  year.  Reports 
show  that  the  daily  attendance  this  year  was  94%  as  compared  with 
93%  last  year.  Two  attendance  officers  are  employed.  Their  re- 
ports are  interesting  documents  and  show  an  activity  of  the  schools 
of  great  usefulness  and  one  whose  value  as  a  social  institution  is 
likely  to  be  underestimated. 

We  have  a  well  graded  system  of  evening  schools  for  both  grades 
and  high  school  pupils  with  a  total  attendance  of  626.  We  gradu- 
ated 30  pupils  from  the  business  course.  The  night  schools  should 
be  extended  so  as  to  include  mechanical  drawing,  domestic  arts  and 
sciences  and  special  mechanical  courses.  At  the  request  of  the  naf 
tional  government  we  recently  started  an  evening  class  in  radio- 
buzzer  training  for  enlisted  men.  This  class  is  thriving.  Classes 
in  other  lines  of  mechanical  activity  are  contemplated. 

Three  summer  schools  are  conducted  in  the  high  school  for  con- 
ditioned pupils.  This  plan  has  been  found  very  effective  in  previous 
years  and  a  large  number  of  pupils  who  would  otherwise  be  compelled 
to  take  additional  time  for  graduation  or  employ  private  tutors  to 
assist  them  have  by  intensive  study  for  a  period  of  six  weeks  been 
able  to  keep  up  with  their  classes. 

Our  continuation  schools  have  been  reasonably  successful  on  the 
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side  of  academic  education  but  their  real  strength  lies  in  the  fact 
that  they  have,  through  the  school  kitchen,  shop,  gymnasium  and 
social  clubs  directed  by  the  teachers,  been  a  deciding  factor  in  the 
moral  growth  of  the  children.  The  total  attendance  for  the  year  was 
867  pupils.      This  is  considerably  more  than  last  year. 

Our  department  of  medical  inspection  having  been  thoroughly  or- 
ganized has  done  most  excellent  work.  The  department  consists 
normally  of  Dr.  Charles  B.  Lewis  who  is  both  head  of  medical  inspec- 
tion and  physical  education  and  five  doctors  and  four  nurses.  This 
staff  of  inspectors  were  able  to  examine  thoroughly  last  year  10,892 
pupils  out  of  a  total  of  12,842.  Had  not  several  members  of  the  staff 
enlisted  in  the  army  every  child  would  have  been  examined.  Of  those 
examined  54%  were  found  apparently  normal.  Treatment  was  ad- 
vised for  3,214  pupils.  Of  these  free  treatment  was  secured  for  116 
and  a  total  of  774  treatments  were  secured.  The  nurses  inspected 
a  total  of  24,323  pupils  which  shows  that  a  large  number  of  pupils 
were  inspected  by  them  several  times ;  933  homes  were  visited  and 
388  class  health  talks  were  given.  The  value  of  such  work  can  not 
be  computed  in  dollars  and  cents.  A  definite  system  of  physical 
education  has  been  installed  consisting  of  games,  folk  dancing,  calis- 
thenics and  tactics.  The  children  already  show  the  effect  of  such 
training.  This  will  be  more  pronounced  next  year  when  definite 
periods  for  such  work  will  be  scheduled. 

Whatever  success  the  schools  of  this  city  may  have  attained  is  due 
to  the  spirit  of  co-operation  which  prevails  among  all  those  who  are 
responsible  for  them. 


WILKINSBURG— J.  L.  Allison. 


The  task  of  making  a  formal  report  covering  the  school  work  for 
a  year  is  more  difficult  than  it  may  seem,  as  there  are  so  many  things 
that  ought  to  be  given  in  a  report  which  would  make  such  a  report 
too  extensive,  so  one  must  emphasize  certain  things. 

The  school  work  for  the  past  year  was  carried  on  with  few  inter- 
ruptions from  sickness,  but  there  were  many  conditions  caused  by 
the  unsettled  conditions  of  the  country  that  made  school  work  un- 
usually difficult.  The  schools  entered  into  all  of  the  activities  im- 
posed upon  the  people  in  general — Red  Cross  work,  Junior  Red  Cross 
organizations,  Thrift  Stamp  sales,  Y.  M.  C.  A.  work,  and  Liberty 
Loan  drives  were  all  taken  into  consideration,  and  helped  to  the 
utmost.      The  Junior  Red  Cross  work  was  fully  carried  on  in  every 
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school,  each  one  being  a  unit,  and  the  work  done  was  remarkable. 
For  instance,  the  articles  made,  naming  but  a  few  of  them,  are  as 
follows:  Sweaters,  779;  socks,  529;  wristlets,  500;  crash  towels,  7,180; 
turkish  towels,  825 ;  washcloths,  1,525 ;  tray  covers,  113 ;  comfort  pil- 
lows, 170 ;  comfort  quilts,  174 ;  utility  bags,  490 ;  and  handkerchiefs, 
2,567,  besides  thousands  of  small  articles  and  contributions  of  thou- 
sands of  books  and  magazines.  In  the  Liberty  Loan  and  Thrift 
Stamp  work,  the  schools  did  their  part,  selling  |150,000  worth  of 
bonds  in  the  second  drive,  and  over  |200,000  in  the  third  drive,  be- 
sides selling  about  |20,000  Avorth  of  Thrift  Stamps. 

In  the  high  school  there  is  an  organization  which  is  unique,  known 
as  the  War  Workers  Association,  and  as  we  have  about  thirty-five 
boys  from  the  various  classes  in  the  high  school  enlisted  in  the 
Army  and  Navy,  and  in  all,  nearly  three  hundred  of  the  Alumni  in 
the  service,  this  War  Workers  Association  keeps  in  touch  with  each 
one  of  these  and  sends  magazines,  Adctrola  records  and  candies  and 
writes  a  letter  at  least  once  a  month  to  each  one  of  these  boys.  This 
organization  is  doing  Avonderful  work  and  receives  responses  from 
nearly  all  these  boys.  The  work  is  carried  on  by  the  pupils  under 
the  direction  of  the  teachers. 

The  war  garden  work  has  received  wonderful  support  from  the 
school  people  and  almost  every  vacant  lot  is  being  cultivated.  Be- 
sides, the  boys  over  fourteen  who  are  strong,  have  responded  to  the 
call  for  farm  help,  and  twenty  to  thirty  boys  are  on  farms,  many  of 
them  having  gone  to  State  College  for  a  preliminary  training. 

For  several  years  Ave  were  hampered  on  account  of  the  burning 
of  a  school  building.  Our  new  building  cost  over  ,'^500,000,  and 
has  been  equipped.  It  was  opened  during  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 
This  building  is  a  model  in  every  particular,  and  is  occupied  iry  a 
grade  school  and  the  Junior  High  School.  It  is  equipped  with  swim- 
ming pool,  domestic  science  and  manual  training  rooms  and  commit- 
tee rooms  and  rest  rooms.  It  is  possibly  one  of  the  best  buildings 
in  the  State. 

The  board  has  arranged  for  an  increase  of  |150  for  each  teacher 
during  the  next  year.  This  makes  it  so  that  there  is  no  trouble  in 
keeping  the  teachers,  as  they  are  as  well  paid  as  anj^  district  in  the 
State,  with  the  exception  of  Pittsburgh. 

The  board  has  been  very  helpful  in  all  problems  concerning  school 
matters  and  it  has  done  every  thing  and  furnished  every  thing  that 
is  required  for  average  school  Avork,  and  at  this  point  I  wish  to  ex- 
press publicly  the  appreciation  of  the  entire  corps  of  teachers  for 
the  sympathy  and  support  that  they  have  received.  It  is  also  fit- 
ting that  a  word  of  appreciation  be  expressed  concerning  the  loyal 
support  of  the  public  press  and  to  the  officials  of  the  Department  of 
Education.     These  haA'e  at  all  times  been  helpful  and  encouraging 
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and  the  members  of  the  Department  that  have  visited  the  schools  have 
been  sympathetic  and  appreciative.  The  entire  corps  of  teachers  has 
been  loyal  and  earnest  and  the  school  year  has  been  one  of  profit  and 
pleasure,  and  with  that  spirit  which  dominates  the  school  people, 
there  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  success  of  the  schools  during  the  coming 
year. 


WILLIAMSPORT— F.  W.  Bobbins. 


A  few  of  the  older  students  left  high  school  and  enlisted  in  the 
service.  Some  were  inducted  directl}"  into  training  camps,  while 
others  entered  special  schools  for  further  preparation,  chiefly  military. 

War  work  in  schools  received  special  attention  and  was  carried  out 
enthusiastically  h\  both  teachers  and  i3upils  mainly  through  Red 
Cross  organizations.  All  pupils  became  members  of  the  Junior  Red 
Cross.  Many  articles  were  made  as  called  for  and  forwarded  to 
their  destination  through  the  regular  Red  Cross  channels.  All  school 
buildings  were  Red  Cross  Centers  for  the  various  Red  Cross  Auxil- 
iaries. 

An  order  by  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety  for  sixty  tent  floors, 
camp  equipment  for  the  Boys'  Working  Reserve,  to  be  ready  for  ship- 
ment in  a  limited  time,  was  accepted.  The  Industrial  Department  of 
the  high  school  undertook  to  build  the  floors,  assembled  the  lumber 
and  turned  out  the  order  in  less  than  half  the  time  specified. 

Frequently  the  industrial  work  in  schools  is  criticised  as  more  or 
less  inefiicieut.  However,  the  business  spirit  with  which  the  boys 
began  this  work,  their  organization  into  "gangs,"  each  with  its  fore- 
man, their  intelligent  use  of  the  blue  prints,  the  continuous  ham- 
mering, sawing,  planing,  and  the  intentness  with  which  they  worked, 
showed  the  effect  of  this  kind  of  training,  and  also,  that  when  a  real 
need  or  an  actual  situation  confronted  them,  they  were  ready  to  meet 
and  master  it.  It  was  the  first  opportunity  to  test  this  phase  of 
school  work  and  its  value  has  been  justified  in  every  particular. 

A  further  evidence  of  the  war  spirit  is  shown  in  the  following 
analysis.  The  contributions  and  investments  mentioned  below  in- 
clude those  made  by  teachers,  pupils,  and  school  organizations  dur- 
ing the  school  term. 

American  Red  Cross. 

Contributors,    1840 

Amount  contributed,  .f3358  3-1 
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Junior  Bed  Cross. 

Contributors, 5537 

Amount  contributed ^ $1555  17 

War  Savings  Certificates. 

Investors,    : 1005 

Amount  invested, $13567  81 

Liberty  Bonds. 

Investors,    938 

Value  of  bonds, $80750  00 

War  Gardens. 

Pupils,  1200 

Teachers, 27 

Parents, 161 

Home  Gardens,  - 416 

Total,   1804 

Eed  Cross  Activities. 

Number  of  articles  made  by  pupils, 1744 

Number  of  articles  made  by  teachers, 2499 

Total,   4343 

The  high  standard  and  varied  character  of  music  in  our  schools 
has  been  fully  maintained.  One  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the 
spirit  of  teachers  and  children  in  their  singing  both  the  new  and  the 
standard  patriotic  songs,  their  rendering  of  the  flag  salute  and 
America's  Creed,  and  their  willingness  to  participate  in  all  com- 
munity exercises  whenever  called  upon  by  the  patrons.  No  other 
work  in  the  schools  touches  the  life  of  the  city  at  so  many  points  and 
so  effectively  as  that  of  the  vocal  and  instrumental  music  taught  in 
our  schools. 

In  the  high  school,  in  addition  to  the  regular  course  in  drawing, 
an  ambitious  scheme  for  schoolroom  decoration  is  being  carried  out. 
Already  the  Canterbury  Frieze  consisting  of  several  large  panels 
painted  in  colors  illustrating  characteristic  scenes  from  Canterbury 
Tales  is  more  than  half  completed  and  will  be  placed  in  one  of  the 
study  rooms.  For  the  science  department  several  appropriate  re- 
productions by  the  noted  sculptor  Daniel  French  have  been  secured 
to  be  placed  in  the  "1914  Daniel  French  room."  This  type  of  school- 
room decoration  is  unique  and  the  plan  will  be  extended  to  other 
rooms  in  the  near  future. 

The  enrollment  of  the  Continuation  school  has  increased  in  total 
attendance  from  142  to  222  pupils.  Anj  further  growth  in  attend- 
ance will  necessitate  the  employment  of  an  additional  teacher.  The 
work  of  the  school  is  practical,  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  boys  and 
girls  attending,  and  has  been  well  done.      During  the  year  423  em- 
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ployment  certificates  were  granted  to  children  between  14  and  16 
years  of  age.  More  than  50%  of  them,  however,  were  vacation  or 
after-school  certificates.  Since  February  1916  to  date  the  total 
number  of  certificates  issued  annually  has  increased  from  167  to  423 
or  about  153%. 

The  total  enrollment  of  the  evening  schools  shows  an  increase  of 
114  over  that  of  last  year,  but  with  a  different  distribution  of  students. 
The  commercial  and  the  vocational  school  for  women  each  doubled  in 
numbers,  while  the  vocational  school  for  men  except  the  radio  class 
was  abandoned  for  want  of  applicants,  and  the  elementary  evening 
school  decreased  about  25%.  The  growth  in  attendance  can  be  ex- 
plained by  the  large  demand  for  men  and  women  in  clerical  posi- 
tions and  the  desire  of  women  to  learn  how  to  make  hats  and  clothes 
in  order  to  economize.  The  falling  off  in  the  other  departments 
was  due  very  largely  to  the  high  wages  paid  for  labor  without  regard 
to  the  degree  of  skill  or  the  educational  qualifications  of  employes. 

In  response  to  a  call  from  the  Federal  Bureau  for  Vocational  Edu- 
cation, a  radio  class  for  draft  men  was  organized  by  the  board  for 
conscripted  men  of  Class  1  who  had  passed  their  physical  examina- 
tion. Several  men  have  reached  the  required  proficiency  in  sending 
and  receiving  messages  and  have  been  called  to  different  camps  to 
continue  their  course  in  wireless  telegraphy. 

Our  school  gardens  under  the  efficient  management  of  the  director, 
Prof.  John  W.  Gilmore,  have  far  surpassed  those  of  last  year  in 
number  and  quality.  The  management  is  most  economical.  The 
director  contracts  with  farmers  for  the  preparation  of  the  soil,  and 
makes  a  nominal  charge  to  the  gardener  of  twenty-five  cents  for  each 
plot,  which  meets  the  cost  of  preparation.  About  40  acres  are  in 
cultivation.  Dr.  Lester  S.  Ivins,  National  Director  of  War  Gardens, 
who  inspected  the  gardens,  writes,  '^They  are  a  real  contribution  to 
the  government  war  program.  If  all  places  would  take  the  interest 
your  city  has,  our  food  problem  would  be  an  easier  one." 

The  Play  Day  exercises  on  the  afternoon  of  May  17  deserve  special 
mention.  More  than  2,500  grammar  and  intermediate  school  chil- 
dren marched  from  their  respective  buildings  to  the  high  school  ath- 
letic field  carrying  flags  and  banners,  and  were  grouped  on  the  grand- 
stand, where  for  more  than  a  half  hour,  under  the  direction  of  the 
supervisor  of  music,  they  sang  patriotic  songs  to  an  appreciative 
audience.  While  they  filed  out  of  the  grandstand  and  marched 
school  by  school  around  the  field  and  took  their  places  for  a  calia- 
thenic  drill  conducted  by  the  assistant  director  of  physical  training, 
their  places  were  taken  on  the  grandstand  by  2,000  primary  pupils 
who  sang  their  little  school  songs  for  the  next  thirty  minutes.  The 
exercises  of  the  afternoon  closed  with  folk  dances  on  the  athletic 
field  by  the  intermediate  pupils  followed  by  a  military  drill  by 
the    high    school    boys    under    the    direction    of    Major    Clarke. 
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These  exercises  are  an  expression  of  school  and  community  life  that 
Avill  have  a  more  important  place  in  our  scheme  of  education  year 
b}'  year. 

The  report  of  the  school  savings  bank  shows  an  increase  of  73  in  the 
number  of  depositors  and  an  increase  of  |838.24  in  the  total  amount 
deposited  over  last  year.  While  the  increase  is  not  large,  it  is  en- 
couraging because  of  the  fact  that  large  amounts  were  expended  for 
Liberty  Bonds,  Red  Cross  contributions  and  War  Savings  Stamps. 

The  State  Legislature  has  enacted  the  Teachers'  Retirement  System 
to  become  effective  July  1,  1911).  The  teachers  of  Williamsport  hav- 
ing a  retirement  system  of  their  own  are  excluded  from  membership 
in  the  State  retirement  association,  unless  prior  to  July  1,  1919,  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  shall  by  petition  apply  for  membership  in  the 
State  association.  The  successful  operation  of  the  association  will 
depend  upon  an  appropriation  by  the  next  State  Legislature.  There 
will  be  many  advantages  of  membership  in  the  State  Retirement  As- 
sociation, and  the  question  of  changing  from  our  local  retirement 
system  will  be  presented  to  the  teachers  during  our  next  annual  insti- 
tute. 

We  look  forward  to  the  coming  year  with  a  full  realization  of  the 
difificulties  to  be  met  and  of  the  opportunities  to  train  for  citizenship 
in  the  new  interpretation  of  the  term.  After  all,  the  immediate  pur- 
pose of  the  school  is  to  meet  the  ever-changing  needs  of  the  times,  to 
correct  faults  aud  to  strengthen  weak  points  wherever  they  exist. 
Today  these  needs  stand  out  as  never  before  and  place  for  us  a  defi- 
nite goal  to  be  attained.  \  If  these  immediate  ends  can  be  attained, 
tlie  larger  and  more  remote  ends  of  education  vrill  also  be  the  more 
fnllv  realized. 


WINDBER— W.  W.  Lantz. 


The  past  year  in  the  Windber  schools  has  been  marked  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  women  for  men  in  almost  all  positions  which  have  always 
been  held  by  men  lieretofore.  As  far  as  possible  the  grade  principal- 
ships  and  high  sciiool  positions  made  vacant  during  the  year  were 
filled  by  promotions  Avithin  the  system,  so  that  the  AvOrk  proceeded 
Avith  the  least  possible  interruption.  Thus  far  little  difficulty  has 
been  met  in  finding  sufficient  teachers  for  all  positions,  and  the  board 
has  adhered  to  tlie  principle  that  no  person  is  eligible  for  election  as  a 
teaclier  unless  a  graduate  of  a  State  normal  school,  or  has  had  two 
years'  successful  experience  in  teaching.       During  the  past  year,  in 
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addition  to  the  monthly  grade  meetings,  the  teachers  studied  Stray er 
and  Norsworthy's  ''How  to  Teach/'  and  met  as  a  group  once  a  month 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  text. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  Windber  scliools  have  a  war  garden. 
About  two  acres  have  been  planted  in  potatoes  and  a  smaller  plot  in 
corn  and  beans.  About  one  hundred  children  from  the  fifth,  sixth 
and  seventh  grades  have  individual  plots,  and  are  spending  many 
vacation  mornings  in  hoeing  and  pulling  weeds,  and  looking  after 
the  potato  ''bugs." 

Practically  the  entire  student  body  have  become  active  members  of 
the  Red  Cross,  some  as  regulars,  the  others  as  members  of  the  Junior 
Eed  Cross.  A  very  large  percentage,  boys  as  well  as  girls,  have  been 
knitting  for  the  soldiers.  This  Avork  in  each  room  was  under  the 
control  of  the  teacher,  but  little  actual  school  time  was  taken  for  the 
purpose,  only  the  odd  moments  and  after  lessons  were  prepared. 
Quite  a  number  of  high  school  boys  pledged  themselves  to  earn  ten 
dollars  for  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  fund  and  fulfilled  the  pledge.  The  sale 
of  Thrift  Stamps  was  turned  over  to  the  Boy  Scouts,  the  Camp  Fire 
Girls,  and  the  Junior  class  of  the  high  school,  each  under  the  super- 
vision of  a  teacher.  A  very  large  number  of  pledges  were  secured. 
It  has  been  my  experience  that  the  various  war  activities  added  zest 
to  the  regular  school  work,  and  instead  of  being  a  hindrance,  Avere 
actually  a  help. 

Departmental  teaching  was  used  the  past  term  throughout  the 
seventh  and  eighth  grades,  and  partially  in  the  sixth  grade.  This 
promises  to  develop  a  Junior  High  School  later,  or  possibly  a  di- 
vision on  the  Six-six  plan.  Our  special  problem  in  Windber  is  to 
provide  proper  school  accommodations  for  the  rapidly  increasing 
school  population,  which  increase  averages  one  hundred  pupils  per 
year.  In  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  1913-1914  we  opened  a  new 
modern  fire-proof  twenty-room  building  with  the  idea  that  now  the 
problem  was  solved.  For  the  coming  school  year  the  board  has 
had  to  rent  two  rooms  outside,  and  another  new  building  is  a  ques- 
tion of  a  very  short  time.  School  work  well  done  in  any  section  of 
our  country  means  much  toda}^,  but  in  a  community  where  seventy 
percent  of  the  population  is  foreign-born,  as  in  Windber,  it  seems 
to  me  the  possibilities  of  the  class-room  influence  can  scarcely  be 
overestimated. 


WINTON— John  J.  Judge. 


The  schools  in  this  district  opened  September  4,  1917,  and  closed 
June  28,  1918,  after  a  successful  term  of  ten  months.      There  was  an 
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enrollment  of  fourteen  hundred  nmety;-seven  (1,497)  pupils,  there 
being  six  hundred  sixty-one  boys  and  eight  hundred  thirty-six  girls. 

Satisfactory  work  was  done  in  all  departments.  The  primary 
rooms  were  overcrowded  during  the  year. 

Eight  boys  and  six  girls  were  graduated  from  the  high  school. 
The  exercises  were  held  July  2nd  and  3rd. 

More  than  ordinary  interest  has  been  manifested  by  parents,  pupils 
and  teachers. 


YOKK— A.  Wanner. 


War  activities  of  all  kinds  were  promoted  during  the  year  through 
the  prompt  response  of  pupils  and  teachers.  Both  money  and 
services  were  generously  contributed. 

A  total  of  $353.75  was  collected  in  the  schools  through  teachers 
for  membership  in  the  Junior  Eed  Cross.  In  addition  to  this  amount 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  was  paid  directly  to  the  organization 
by  pupils  who  joined  at  headquarters,  A  further  contribution  to  the 
same  organization  of  $127.20  resulted  from  various  school  entertain- 
ments. 

The  public  school  children  throughout  the  city,  on  a  given  date, 
in  each  school  room,  dropped  into  a  box  a  contribution  to  the  "Sol- 
diers' Christmas  Fund."      The  amount  realized  was  $243. 

The  sale  of  Red  Cross  Christmas  seals  in  the  schools  and  through 
pupils  netted  the  sum  of  $425.91. 

Under  the  supervision  of  their  teachers  in  the  school  room,  the 
girls  of  the  sixth,  seventh  and  eighth  grades  sewed  for  the  Red  Cross. 
The  leading  articles  made  were  utility  bags,  comfort  pilloAvs,  gar- 
ments for  Belgiun  refugees  and  other  clothing. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-two  packing  boxes  for  the  Red  Cross 
for  materials  to  be  sent  over  seas  were  made  by  the  boys  in  the  manual 
training  department. 

Conservation  of  fuel  was  urged  in  homes  when  school  children  de- 
signed and  on  the  appointed  day  tied  an  appropriate  tag  on  every 
home  coal  shovel. 

Every  school  enlisted  in  the  competitive  sale  of  war  stamps  and 
made  weekly  reports  which  were  published  in  local  papers. 

Food  saving  was  urged  through  posters  with  suitable  illustrations 
prepared  by  pupils  and  displayed  in  show  windows  of  stores  for  one 
block  in  each  direction  from  center  square. 

Routine  work,  as  in  previous  years,  was  guided  through  grade 
meetings  and  departmental  supervision. 
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Two  continuation  schools,  each  with  an  assistant,  were  conducted 
throughout  the  year. 

The  industrial  department  with  part  time  in  the  high  school  and 
in  the  shops  of  the  city  very  successfully  met  the  present  demand 
for  boys'  vocational  training.  At  the  same  time  the  loss  of  teachers 
in  the  high  school  due  to  the  war  materially  interferred  with  class 
organization  and  somewhat  retarded  progress. 

One  eight-room  brick  building  was  nearing  completion  in  June 
and  will  be  occupied  in  the  fall. 


M 
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REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS  OF  STATE  NORMAL 

SCHOOLS. 


FIEST  DISTRICT,  WEST  CHESTER. 


GEORGE  M.  PHILIPS,  Principal. 


The  West  Chester  State  Normal  School,  during  the  past  year,  has 
continued  to  prosper,  although  its  numbers  were  reduced,  on  account 
of  Avar  conditions.      Our  numbers  were  as  follows: 

Number  of  ditferent  students  in  the  Normal  School,  ....  891 

Number  of  students  in  the  Model  School,  339 

These  represent  40  counties  in  Pennsylvania,  and  20  states  and 
foreign  countries. 

Total  number  of  graduates,  class  of  1918, 350 

Average  age  at  graduation, 20.17 

Average  attendance  at  the  Normal  School,  weeks, 91.5 

Number  of  graduates  of  four  year  high  schools, 253 

Number  of  graduates  of  three  year  high  schools, 46 

Number  of  graduates  of  two  year  high  schools, 7 

Total  number  of  high  school  graduates,   306 

Number  who  took  partial  courses  in  high  schools, 25 

Number  who  took  partial  college  courses 6 

Total  number  with  previous  grammar  school  education  only,  13 

These  facts  show  that  the  Pennsylvania  plan  of  encouraging  stu- 
dents to  graduate  from  high  schools  where  possible,  before  entering 
the  Normal  School,  and  yet  keeping  open  the  door  and  providing  for 
instruction  in  high  school  as  well  as  in  normal  school  subjects,  to 
those  who  cannot  take  high  school  courses,  is  not  being  abused,  and 
is  working  properly  and  wisely.  From  long  experiences,  I  am  thor- 
oughh'  convinced  that  a  rigid  requirement  of  high  school  graduation 
before  entering  the  normal  school  is  a  decided  m.istake.  Many  excel- 
lent teachers  have  been  graduated  from  the  normal  schools  of  Penn- 
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sylvania  who  are  rendering  valuable  service  to  the  Commonwealth, 
who  could  not  have  entered  the  normal  schools  and  would  not  have 
taught  had  there  been  such  rigid  requirements  in  Pennsylvania. 

Increased  Model  School  Facilities. 

It  has  been  almost  twenty  years  since  the  trustees  of  the  West 
Chester  State  Normal  School  built  on  their  own  grounds  a  model 
school  building,  and  turned  it  over  to  the  West  Chester  school  dis- 
trict for  use  as  a  regular  public  school,  on  condition  that  the  normal 
school  seniors  might  do  their  practice  teaching  there.  The  super- 
intendent of  schools  of  West  Chester,  Addison  L.  Jones,  recognized 
as  one  of  the  foremost  superintendents  in  the  state,  is  elected  by  our 
board  of  trustees  as  Principal  of  the  Model  School,  and  gives  a  large 
share  of  his  time  to  the  supervision  of  the  work  of  the  seniors,  and 
to  instructing  them  in  methods  of  teaching.  In  this  school  there 
are  seven  grades,  and  were  last  year  339  children. 

This  has  been  found  to  be  not  only  a  very  satisfactory  plan  for  the 
training  of  our  seniors  in  teaching,  but  the  school  has  been  so  carej- 
fully  managed  and  the  children  have  made  such  progress  that  the 
school  board  has  realized  that  this  practice  work,  as  carried  on,  is 
not  a  detriment  but  a  decided  advantage  to  the  children  in  this  school, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  a  great  demand  on  the  part  of  parents 
who  live  outside  of  the  model  school  section  in  West  Chester  to  enter 
their  children  in  this  school. 

During  the  summer,  the  school  board  of  West  Chester  has  arranged 
that  four  additional  rooms  in  another  and  nearby  school  building 
shall  be  made  part  of  the  model  school,  and  seniors  be  detailed  to  do 
practice  work  in  these  schools  also.  This  largely  increases  our  prac- 
tice facilities. 

In  addition  to  this,  many  members  of  our  senior  class  are  regu- 
larly detailed  or  apprenticed  to  the  other  schools  in  West  Chester, 
each  of  them  assisting  half  a  day  for  three  months  in  this  way.  This 
extends  from  the  high  school  down  to  the  lowest  grades.  Besides, 
our  observation  and  practice  work  in  one-room  rural  schools  in  the 
surrounding  townships  has  been  carried  on  during  the  past  year  as 
heretofore. 

The  college  work  done  here  by  professors  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania constantly  increases  in  extent  and  usefulness.  This  has 
now  been  carried  on  for  four  years.  The  courses  and  the  professors 
who  gave  them  this  year  were  as  follows: 

Dr.  Clarence  H.  G.  Childs,  "Romance  and  the  Short  Story." 

Dr.  Geo.  H.  Hallett,  "Analytical  Geometry." 

Dr.  Geo.  William  McClelland,  "Cotemporary  Literature." 

Dr.  Geo.  L.  Roorbach,  "Geography." 

Two  hundred  nine  different  persons  took  jn  all  324  such  coUege 
CGurses. 
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For  1918-19  three  new  courses  each  semster  have  been  arranged, 
and  leading  professors  of  the  university  engaged  to  give  them,  and 
we  expect  still  greater  classes  for  them. 

During  the  year,  the  30th  annual  winter  lecture  course  was  given 
in  the  school  chapel,  and  like  its  predecessors  was  well  attended  by 
students  and  town  folks.       The  lecturers  last  winter  were: 

Hon.  William  H.  Taft. 

John  Masefield,  the  English  poet. 

Hon.  V.  K.  Wellington  Koo,  the  Chinese  Minister  to  the  United 
States. 

Dr.  Earl  B.  Downer,  Red  Cross  Surgeon  to  Servia  and  Russia. 

The  Thaddeus  Rich  Quartet,  of  the  Philadelphia  Orchestra. 

Such  high  grade  lectures  and  musical  performiiifces  have  exerted  a 
great  influence  for  good  on  the  school  and  the  entire  community,  and 
have  been  much  appreciated. 

The  seventh  annual  session  of  our  Summer  School  opened  on  Mon- 
day, June  24th,  and  continued  for  six  weeks.  It  was  managed  and 
taught  by  members  of  our  own  faculty,  with  some  outside  assistance. 
There  were  114  students  in  attendance  and  these  found  it  to  be  valu- 
able and  inspiring.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no  way  in  which  the 
State  could  do  so  much  for  the  improvement  of  the  teaching  body  in 
Pennsylvania  at  such  little  cost  as  by  giving  moderate  aid  to  summer 
schools  at  the  State  Normal  Schools,  and  providing  for  the  tuition 
of  students  in  attendance  as  it  does  during  the  regular  sessions  of 
the  schools. 

At  the  commencement,  a  service  flag  was  presented  to  the  school 
by  the  senior  class,  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  The  school  has 
now  in  the  service,  more  than  250  former  teachers,  graduates  and 
students  which  number  is  constantly  increasing. 

The  whole  school  has  been  enthusiastically  loyal.  Several  of  the 
members  of  its  factulty  have  been  in  great  demand  as  speakers  in 
the  interest  of  Liberty  Loans,  the  Red  Cross,  and  Y.  M.  C.  A.  drives, 
and  other  war  work,  and  some  of  them  have  been  called  to  the  camps 
to  speak  to  soldiers  there.  The  Normal  School  Red  Cross  auxiliary 
has  made,  during  the  year,  more  than  50,000  pieces  of  surgical  dress- 
ings, clothing,  etc.  The  members  of  the  school  subscribed  for  |8,000 
in  Liberty  Bonds ;  nearly  |5,000  worth  of  War  Savings  Stamps ;  and 
contributed  |3,000  in  money  to  the  Red  Cross,  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and 
other  war  charities. 

As  soon  as  the  government  announced  that  normal  schools  might 
qualify  for  the  establishment  of  Students  Army  Training  Corps,  our 
board  of  trustees  made  appliaction  for  the  establishment  of  such  a 
unit  here,  which  was  granted  by  the  government.  We  have  arranged 
to  room  on  the  first  floor  of  our  hojs'  dormitory  the  young  men  who 
are  non-members  of  the  corps.      We  can  accommodate  about  115  such 
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members,  and  more  than  that  number,  including  those  of  our  regu- 
lar students  who  will  be  eligible,  have  applied  for  admission.  An 
oflQcer  of  the  regular  army  has  been  detailed  as  commanding  officer, 
and  everything  is  in  readiness  for  the  work  to  begin. 

It  is  evident  that  the  school  will  be  smaller  than  it  was  last  year, 
and  for  several  years  past.  Many  young  men  who  would  ordinarily 
have  come  have  gone  into  the  government  service,  or  are  engaged  in 
useful  war  work.  Many  such  young  women  are  teaching,  or  have 
engaged  in  various  kinds  of  war  work.  We  have  at  this  time  en- 
rolled about  525  boarding  students,  which  will  be  increased  to  600 
by  the  addition  of  the  young  men  coming  to  enter  the  soldiers'  train- 
ing corps.  There  will  probably  be  about  a  hundred  day  students, 
the  latter  also  bein«g  decidedly  reduced. 

Everyone  who  has  any  bills  of  any  kind  to  pay  knows  how  greatly 
the  cost  of  everything  has  increased,  and  no  argument  should  be 
needed  to  convince  the  Legislature  of  the  necessity  of  larger  appror 
priations  to  the  State  Normal  Schools. 


SECOND  DISTRICT,  MILLERSVILLE. 


P.  M.  HARBOLD,  Principal. 


Enrollment  in  the  Millersville  Normal  School  during  the  school 
year  1917-1918  was  as  follows: 

Post  Graduates, 4 

Seniors,   117' 

Juniors, 152 

Sophomores,   83 

Freshmen,   77 

Preparatory  Students, 6 

Special  Students, 22 

Model  School, 312 

High  School, 

Elementary  School,  

Kindergarten,    

Summer  School, 133 

Total, 906 
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This  is  a  falling  off  of  93  students  in  the  normal  school  since  last 
year,  or  a  loss  of  17%.  The  total  enrollment  is  63  less  than  last  year 
or  a  loss  of  6|%. 

On  June  19,  one  hundred  and  fourteen  (114)  students  were 
graduated  from  the  Millersville  State  Normal  School.  Three  of 
these  were  in  the  national  service  on  commencement  day.  Bruce 
Nebinger  and  Charles  Messner  were  in  Camp  Meade,  while  John 
Eoath  was  on  his  way  to  a  training  camp  on  the  Pacific  coast. 

The  median  age  of  the  class  on  graduation  was  between  20  and  21 
years;  the  average  age,  21.07  years. 

The  average  age  of  the  class  of  1914  was  20.3  years. 
The  average  age  of  the  class  of  1915  was  20.96  years. 
The  average  age  of  the  class  of  1916  was  20.81  years. 
The  average  age  of  the  class  of  1917  was  21.44  years. 
The  average  age  of  the  class  of  1918  was  21.07  years. 
The  range  of  ages  of  the  class  of  1918  is  interesting  and  as  follows : 

6  are  18  years  of  age. 
22  are  19  years  of  age. 
32  are  20  years  of  age. 
18  are  21  years  of  age. 

8  are  22  years  of  age. 

7  are  23  years  of  age. 
5  are  24  years  of  age. 

13  are  25  years  of  age  or  older. 

Nearly  all  of  the  class  have  six  years  of  training  in  addition  to  the 
elementary  school  course. 

12  did  not  attend  high  school,  academy,  etc. 

2  attended  unclassified  secondary  schools. 

3  attended  academies. 

4  attended  high  school  1  year. 
9  attended  high  school  2  years. 

32  attended  high  school  3  years. 

52  attended  high  school  4  four  years. 

The  time  of  attendances  at  Normal  School  is  as  follows: 

1  attended  Normal  School  6^^  years. 
.    1  attended  Normal  School  5 J  years. 

2  attended  Normal  School  5     years. 

3  attended  Normal  School  4^  years. 

4  attended  Normal  School  4^  years. 
6  attended  Normal  School  4  years. 
4  attended  Normal  School  3|  years. 
4  attended  Normal  School  3^  years. 
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6  attended  Normal  School  3^  years. 
23  attended  Normal  School  3     years. 

4  attended  Normal  School  2|  years. 

7  attended-  Normal  School  2^  years. 
13  attended  Normal  School  2^  years. 
36  attended  Normal  School  2     years. 

By  comparison  it  can  be  seen  that  practically  all  complied  with  the 
usual  standard  for  graduation  from  Normal  School. 

In  addition  to  the  academic  and  professional  training  represented 
by  the  above  tables,  it  ought  to  be  of  interest  to  the  reader  to  know 
that  20%  of  the  class  had  teaching  experience  ranging  from  one  to 
fifteen  years. 

Going  over  the  work  of  the  regular  school  year,  it  was  found  that 
the  normal  school  students  in  toto  had  enrolled  in  4,867  courses,  and 
that  they  remained  to  end  in  4,709  courses.  Of  the  latter,  4,219 
courses  were  completed  with  a  grade  of  70  or  above,  while  490  were 
not  passed ;  or  89.5%  of  all  courses  taken  to  the  end  of  the  course 
during  1917-1918  were  finished  at  a  grade  of  70  or  above,  and  10.5% 
of  the  courses  were  not  passed.  The  average  enrollment  in  all 
regular  classes  for  the  year  1017-1918  was  between  25  and  26 
students. 

The  foregoing  facts  should  be  interesting  to  those  who  think  less 
favorably  of  normal  school  work  than  they  ought. 

In  addition  to  suggestions  made  in  the  reports  of  1916  and  1917, 
I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  normal  schools  of  Penn- 
sylvania need  to  give  attention  to  building  or  rebuilding  in  order 
that  the  class  rooms,  halls,  dormitories,  etc.,  may  be  models  to 
follow  and  concrete  lessons  in  good,  sensible  school  architecture. 


THIED  DISTRICT,  KUTZTOWN. 


A.  C.  ROTHERMEL,  Principal. 


The  school  year  of  1917-1918  was  in  many  ways  the  most  trying 
we  have  had  since  my  connection  with  the  school.  The  war  took 
practically  all  our  boys  from  the  senior  class  so  that  we  graduated 
only  forty-seven  boys  as  compared  with  eighty-three  the  year  before. 
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The  scarcitj^  of  teachers,  which  has  become  more  pronounced  thi.s 
year  than  last,  was  also  partly  responsible  for  the  decrease  in  our 
attendance. 

One  of  the  difficulties  we  had  to  contend  with  diTring  the  year  was 
the  fuel  question:  for  one  month  my  chief  occupation  was  the  get- 
ting of  fuel.  With  considerable  effort  we  succeeded*  in  getting  a 
sufficient  supply  of  coal  to  enable  us  to  keej)  the  school  in  operation 
all  the  time.  This  was  very  gratifying  and  highly  desirable  because 
we  were  anxious  to  close  school  on  schedule  time,  so  as  to  enable 
the  boys  from  the  farm  to  give  as  much  assistance  as  possible  to 
their  fathers  and  other  farmers.  Our  students  responded  splendidly 
to  our  appeal  for  conservation,  and  they  were  willing  to  suifer 
considerable  inconvenience  in  order  to  enable  us  to  close  school  on 
catalog  time. 

It  is  extremely  difficult  during  war  time  to  maintain  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  schools,  particularly  when  some  of  your  best  men  join  the 
Colors ;  however  we  were  perfectly  willing  to  make  this  contribution 
of  men  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  although  we  were  handicapped  in  our 
efforts  to  keep  the  School  at  the  highest  possible  degree  of  efficiency. 
We  found  it  more  difficult  than  ever  before  to  hold  the  students  to 
their  tasks  and  to  solid  work.  This  was  partly  due  to  the  introduction 
of  war  activities,  and  frequent  interruptions  occasioned  by  the  sum- 
mons that  came  from  home  when  brothers  Avere  called  to  cantonments 
or  Avere  back  for  a  brief  furlough. 

In  recent  years  the  charge  has  been  made  against  Normal  Schools 
that  they  are  not  sending  enough  of  their  graduates  into  rural  com- 
munities and  that  most  of  the  Normal  School  graduates  are  anxious 
to  secure  positions  in  the  cities  and  larger  towns.  During  the  year  we 
used  with  half  of  the  members  of  our  class  a  text  book  on  ''Eural  Life 
and  Eural  School  Problems,"  and  the  teacher  who  knows  the  rural 
school  problem  and  rural  ideals  did  _  his  best  to  create  an  interest  in 
rural  schools  among  the  members  of  the  Senior  Class.  I  am  sure  that 
the  Class  saw  the  problems  of  the  rural  school  teacher  and  her  oppor- 
tunities for  leadership  and  for  personal  influence  in  shaping  the 
lives  of  rural  children;  however,  comparatively  few  of  those  who 
took  this  Course  fiave  taken  positions  in  rural  communities.  My  own 
conviction  is  that  in  order  to  improve  the  efficiency  of  the  rural 
schools  it  is  necessary  to  pay  higher  salaries  than  are  offered  in  the 
cities,  and  to  encourage  young  men  and  young  women  from  the  rural 
communities  to  enter  Normal  Schools  with  a  view  of  preparing  to 
teach  in  the  rural  schools.  In  order  to  be  eminently  successful  teach- 
ers of  rural  schools  must  know  rural  life,  and  must  love  their  work 
with  rural  children.  Young  people  who  understand  rural  conditions, 
aiKl  who  enjoy  rural  life  are  best  able  to  do  efficient  work  in  th(^ 
rural  schools. 
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FOURTH  DISTRICT,  EAST  STROUDSBURG. 


E.  L.  KEMP,  Principal. 


During  the  year  the  fact  that  we  are  at  war  was  brought  directly 
home  to  us  in  a  forcible  manner.  Early  in  the  year  the  local  company, 
Company  G  of  the  old  National  Guard,  which  was  organized  in  the 
school  gymnasium  and  which,  after  the  return  from  the  border  used 
our  campus  as  a  drill  ground,  entrained  for  Camp  Hancock  to  pre- 
pare for  service  over-seas.  With  it  went  a  number  of  the  boys  who 
would  have  been  seniors  during  the  year,  now  volunteers  in  their  coun- 
try's military  service.  Later  other  members  of  the  class  also  entered 
the  army. 

The  lessened  attendance  and  increased  expense  of  maintenance  soon 
^ade  itself  felt  in  our  financial  management.  The  inconvenience  thus 
occasioned  was  much  relieved  by  increasing  the  cost  of  board. 

The  year  altogether  was,  after  all,  a  fairly  good  one,  but  ended 
with  a  prophecy  of  increasing  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  school  dur- 
ing the  year  to  come.  There  was  a  marked  falling  off  in  the  enroll- 
ment of  prospective  students. 

Our  experience  the  last  few  years  has  impressed  us  with  the  desira- 
bility of  making  the  entrance  requirements  for  the  different  classes 
more  definite.  Many  annoyances  would  be  remoyed  and  the  class 
organizations  much  improved  if  the  schools  could  agree  on  definite 
units  for  entrance  into  the  second  and  third  years.  This  should  really 
be  an  easy  matter,  as  it  would  accrue  to  the  advantage  of  all  and 
better  the  service. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT,  MANSFIELD. 


WILLIAM  R.  STRAUGHN,  Principal. 


In  spite  of  war  conditions,  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  the  most 
successful  in  the  history  of  this  school.  The  graduating  class  num- 
bered 203.    Like  other  schools,  we  too  have  lost  a  great  many  boys.  ^ 

The  business  projects  which  we  undertook  a  few  years  ago  have 
turned  to  our  advantage.     Our  farm  has  furnished  nearly  every 
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requirement  in  green  vegetables,  including  potatoes,  and  besides 
enough  grain  for  our  cattle  and  chickens.  We  butchered  our  own 
beef,  raised  all  of  our  veal  and  pork,  and  very  nearly  all  of  our  eggs. 
Our  books  show  these  to  have  been  profitable  undertakings. 

During  the  coming  Fall  we  hope  to  secure  a  second  well  of  water 
that  will  abundantly  furnish  all  school  needs,  so  that  this  vexing 
problem  may  be  settled  for  all  time.  It  is  of  more  than  passing  im- 
portance to  record  that  our  reservoir  of  water  saved  perhaps  half 
of  the  business  section  of  Mansfield  one  windy  day  last  winter,  when  a 
fire  broke  out  down  town,  and  the  firemen  discovered  the  water  mains 
frozen  and  the  water  pressure  too  low  to  be  of  any  use.  We  turned  in 
our  supply,  which  lasted  just  long  enough  to  extinguish  the  flames. 

From  present  indications,  we  shall  have  more  students  next  year 
than  last,  although  the  registration  of  boys  is  comparatively  small. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT,  BLOOMSBUEG. 


D.  J.  WALLEE,  JE.,  Principal. 


The  patriotism  of  the  school  is  evidenced  by  the  number  of  youths 
who  have  entered  the  service  of  the  Government,  and  by  the  financial 
support  given  to  the  Eed  Cross,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  library  drive,  the 
nearly  $3,000  invested  in  W.  S.  Stamps,  and  more  than  |12,000  in  the 
Liberty  Loan. 

The  health  of  the  students  was  uniformly  good.  There  were  but 
two  patients  in  out  hospital  for  contagious  diseases  during  the  year. 
By  the  foresight  and  energy  of  the  steward,  the  school  did  not  suffer 
from  the  general  shortage  of  coal.  While  the  school  managed  to  close 
the  year  without  raising  the  price  of  boarding,  it  is  necessary  to  add 
fifty  cents  per  week  to  the  present  rate  to  enable  the  school  to  meet 
expenses  for  the  next  year.  When  the  character  of  the  teaching  force, 
the  facilities  of  the  library,  the  laboratories,  the  gymnasium,  and  the 
quality  of  the  boarding  are  considered,  it  is  little  short  of  marvelous 
that  the  normal  schools  can  be  conducted,  even  with  the  present 
State  aid,  at  a  rate  in  striking  contrast  with  the  higher  rates  of  any 
schools  offering  equal  advantages. 

German  will  not  be  in  the  list  of  branches  taught  next  year.  Con- 
sideration of  this  subject  was  made  necessary  when  the  highly  quali- 
fied teacher  of  that  language,  Miss  Dorothy  Morrill,  notified  the 
a.uthorities  that  she  had  decided  not  to  teach  that  language  here- 
after. 
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The  school  has  been  forced  into  economies  that  cannot  be  long- 
continued  without  serious  detriment,  and  on  the  other  hand  the 
demand  for  teachers  is  such  that  the  Commonwealth  needs  to  prepare 
them  as  never  before.  The  door  to  this  form  of  service  should  be 
kept  wide  open  by  appropriations  equal  to  those  made  by  other  States 
of  equal  wealth.  Any  schedule  of  preparation  of  teachers  for  rural 
schools  that  is  less  than  is  now  required  should  be  strenuously 
opposed.  The  natural  sciences,  mathematics,  English,  and  generous 
training  in  the  arts,  with  full  preparation  in  pedagogy  should  under] ie 
the  work  of  every  rural  teacher.  A  little  sociology  and  the  study 
of  three  or  four  of  the  sciences  from  a  text  book  for  fourteen  weeks, 
with  the  rest  of  the  course  similarly  planned,  all  to  be  done  in  a 
year  or  two,  would  constitute  a  long  step  backward  from  the  point 
gained  in  Pennsylvania  some  years  ago. 

Country  children  are  entitled  to  as  good  teachers  as  those  of  city 
children,  and  more  have  them  under  our  present  system  than  would 
have  them  otherwise. 

The  reduction  in  attendance  is  15  per  cent. 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT,  SHIPPENSBURG. 


EZRA  LEHMAN,  Principal. 


I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  school  year  just  closed  has 
been  more  than  usually  successful.  In  spite  of  the  tact  that  more 
than  thirty  of  our  young  men  entered  the  armies  of  the  nation,  our  en- 
rollment of  male  students  was  gratifyingly  large, — almost  thirty  per 
cent,  of  the  total  student  body. 

Our  enrollment  for  the  year  fell  only  eleven  short  of  the  record 
breaking  attendance  of  the  previous  year.  Our  graduating  class  num- 
bered one  hundred  and  sixteen,  one  of  the  largest  classes  in  our 
history. 

Believing  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Normal  School  to  be  a  real 
center  in  the  educational  life  of  the  district,  we  called  a  meeting  of 
sixteen  county  and  borough  superintendents  from  whose  territory 
many  of  our  students  came.  Fourteen  responded  to  the  invitation 
and  two  days  were  devoted  to  a  consideration  of  the  questions  in 
which  the  normal  school  and  the  superintendents  are  alike  interested. 
This  conference  was  one  of  the  most  helpful  ever  held  at  our  school. 
Constructive  criticism,   freely  invited   by  the  school   and   honestly 
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given  by  the  superintendents,  has  been  very  helpful  to  our  faculty  in 
their  effort  to  make  their  work  more  vital.  As  a  result  of  these  discus- 
sions the  school  was  able  to  offer  a  course  of  study  for  spring  term 
students  that  brought  us  the  largest  body  that  we  have  ever  had  of 
earnest  young  men  and  women  who  will  teach  during  the  coming  year 
in  the  schools  of  their  respective  counties.  Even  though  the  time 
spent  by  these  young  people  at  the  normal  school  was  but  one  term, 
we  believe  that  new  vistas  were  opened  to  them  and  that  they  will 
return  to  the  school  in  the  future  prepared  to  continue  their  work. 
We  believe  also  that  the  public  schools  of  the  various  counties  will 
be  greatly  benefited  as  a  result  of  the  work  of  the  students  at  normal. 

The  increased  cost  of  all  commodities  made  the  problem  of  financing 
the  work  of  the  school  more  than  usually  difficult.  We  have  kept 
our  rates  as  low  as  possible  since  the  majority  of  the  students  in 
our  normal  schools  are  young  people  of  limited  means  and  need  all 
the  financial  aid  that  can  be  given  them.  Under  such  conditions 
it  was  fortunate  that  the  sum  set  aside  by  the  legislature  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  normal  schools  was  larger  than  it  had  been  in  the 
past.  By  means  of  this  help  it  has  been  possible  to  meet  the  con- 
stantly increasing  expenses  of  the  school. 

Through  the  generous  action  of  the  State  Board  of  Education  we 
are  enabled  to  equip  the  boys'  dormitory  with  a  thoroughly  modern 
lavatory.  We  shall  also  be  able  to  make  changes  in  our  gymnasium, 
and  in  the  heating  plant  that  will  add  much  to  its  efficiency. 

Our  school  has  been  put  on  a  war  basis  wherever  possible.  Our 
girls  rendered  valuable  service  for  the  Red  Cross  by  devoting  much  of 
their  spare  time  to  sewing  and  knitting.  The  school  contributed 
liberally  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  Red  Cross  Drives,  and  the  senior 
school  gardens  were  so  carefully  cultivated  that  they  yielded  a  large 
crop  of  beans  and  other  vegetables.  The  school  will  can  large  quanti- 
ties of  beans,  tomatoes  and  beets  as  a  means  of  meeting  the  food 
problem  during  the  coming  year. 

The  next  year  will  undoubtedly  bring  a  large  number  of  perplexing 
problems  to  the  normal  school.  It  is  highly  important  that  we  train 
just  as  large  a  body  of  young  people  for  the  work  of  teaching  as  we 
"possibly  can.  We  must  see  to  it  that  men  are  kept  in  teaching  ranks 
but  when  the  nation  needs  the  young  men  for  its  armies  it  is  a  diffi- 
cult matter  to  keep  many  in  the  school. 

It  is  also  increasingly  difficult  to  induce  young  women  to  prepare 
for  teaching  when  business  colleges  are  soliciting  them  to  leave  the 
grammar  school  and  enter  upon  a  commercial  career.  It  is  sad  to 
realize  that  so  many  young  people  are  being  induced  to  sell  their 
intellectual  birthright  for  a  mess  of  pottage,  but  it  is  almost  a  tragedy 
when  we  realize  that  the  state  must  suffer  during  the  next  generation 
as  the  result  of  the  failure  of  its  young  people  to  take  advantage  of  the 
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great  opportunities  that  are  now  open  to  them.  It  becomes  the  duty 
of  parents,  teachers  and  superintendents  to  give  the  most  careful 
guidance  to  our  young  men  and  women  so  that  they  may  not  sacrifice 
the  opportunities  of  a  lifetime  in  order  to  enter  upon  a  "blind  alley" 
occupation. 


EIGHTH  DISTKICT,  LOCK  HAVEN. 


CHAS.  LOSE,  Principal. 


The  Central  State  Normal  School  was  open  to  students  forty-six 
weeks  during  the  last  year.  In  addition  to  the  regular  Normal 
course  there  were  three  special  terms  open  to  teachers:  The  spring 
term  of  twelve  weeks,  a  term  of  seven  weeks  that  began  May  6,  and  a 
summer  session  of  six  weeks  that  began  July  1st.  Nearly  two  hun- 
dred teachers  took  advantage  of  these  special  terms  to  prepare  them- 
selves for  teacher's  examinations. 

For  these  special  terms  courses  of  study  were  planned  to  meet 
as  fully  as  possible  the  needs  of  three  classes  of  teachers :  Beginners 
who  were  preparing  for  provisional  certificates, "  teachers  of  several 
years'  experience  who  were  preparing  for  professional  certificates,  and 
teachers  of  longer  experience  who  wished  to  get  ready  for  one  of  the 
three  kinds  of  examinations  for  permanent  certificates.  While  addi- 
tional teachers  were  employed  for  the  special  terms  so  that  classes 
in  no  case  were  crowded,  yet  many  of  the  teacher's  classes  were 
taught  by  the  older  and  more  experienced  members  of  the  Normal 
School  Faculty.  These  classes  also  shared  in  the  benefits  of  lectures, 
teachers'  conferences,  and  recitations  arranged  for  demonstration 
purposes. 

There  are  some  reasons  why  these  teachers'  classes  should  be 
encouraged  and  why  their  presence  is  a  benefit  to  the  school.  Since 
the  great  function  of  the  Normal  Schools  is  to  supply  the  elementary 
schools  with  professionally  trained  teachers  and  since  the  supply  of 
Normal  School  graduates  falls  so  far  short  of  the  demand,  it  is  very 
worth  while  for  the  schools  to  contribute  wherever  possible  to  the 
professional  training  of  those  teachers  who  are  not  Normal  School 
graduates.  Again,  since  the  members  of  teacher's  classes  are  usually 
expecting  to  teach  in  the  very  near  future  their  work  is  very  definite 
and  there  is  strong  motive  for  it  and  their  zeal  and  earnestness  make 
them  desirable  students.    Then,  too,  it  happens  not  infrequently  that 


No.  11.  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS.  363 

certain  teachers  in  these  classes  become  so  interested  in  the  work  of 
the  normal  School  that  they  take  up  the  regular  Normal  course  when 
time  and  means  permit  and  go  on  and  graduate.  There  is  every 
reason  to  think  that  the  work  done  for  teacher's  classes  in  special 
terms  at  Normal  Schools  is  of  distinct  benefit  to  the  Normal  School,  a 
decided  help  to  the  teaching  profession  and  to  the  public  schools,  and 
woTk  that  ought  to  be  encouraged. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  State  has  not  seen  its  way  clear  to  pay 
the  tuition  of  the  teachers  who  make  up  the  attendance  at  the  Sum- 
mer Sessions  of  the  Normal  Schools.  No  other  schools  are  nearly 
so  well  prepared  in  teaching  force,  in  equipment,  and  in  buildings 
and  campus  to  care  adequately  for  the  teachers  of  the  elementary 
schools  who  are  ambitious  to  improve  themselves  through  the  means 
of  Summer  Sessions  as  are  the  Normal  Schools.  It  is  their  duty 
by  means  of  special  terms  for  teachers  and  by  Summer  Sessions  to 
add  to  the  professional  training  of  those  teachers  who  enter  the 
profession  directly  from  high  school.  The  Normal  Schools  are  very 
willing  to  do  this  work,  and  thoroughly  equipped  for  it  and  the 
State  should  pay  the  tuition  of  all  teachers  who  attend. 


NINTH  DISTRICT,  INDIANA. 


JOHN  A.  H.  KEITH,  Principal. 


The  year  closing  August  31,  1918,  was  an  interesting  year.  The 
war  situation  was  constantly  growing  more  acute.  Students  were 
restless  and  overwrought.  Young  men  in  khaki  were  constantly 
coming  back  to  visit  and  other  young  men  were  leaving  for  service 
in  the  field.  The  service  flag  of  the  school  has  over  two  hundred 
stars  in  it.  ■  .  j 

There  were  many  unforseen  things  with  which  to  deal.  Prices  on 
foodstuffs  were  constantly  advancing.  Wages  for  employes  also 
advanced,  and  war  industries  making  bids  for  labor  constantly 
advanced  the  wage  and  created  uncertainty. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  disturbing  factors,  the  school  did  a  sub- 
stantial piece  of  work.  The  total  enrollment  in  the  Normal  Depart- 
ment was  1,055, — 1,010  of  these  coming  from  42  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  average  term  enrolment  was  855.  The  State  Board  of 
Examiners  passed  a  Senior  Class  of  281  and  a  Junior  Class  of  178. 
These  figures  show  the  crux  of  the  whole  matter  of  normal  school 
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attendance  the  country  over, — fewer  high  school  graduates  entered 
the  normal  school  in  September  J917  than  in  previous  years.  This 
thing  will  continue  as  we  go  deeper  into  war.  In  consequence,  fewer 
young  people  will  be  prepared  for  teaching.  The  call  to  service  takes 
the  young  men.  The  call  of  occupation  takes  the  young  women. 
This  declining  attendance,  the  advancing  price  and  wage  level,  and 
the  generally  disturbed  social  condition, — these  are  war  as  related  to 
the  normal  schools.  There  is  no  disposition  to  complain,  but  we  ought 
to  understand  just  how  and  why  we  have  been  affected  and  what  sort 
of  disturbance  lies  ahead  of  us. 

To  relieve,  in  part,  the  shortage  of  teachers,  Indiana  offered  a  mid- 
spring  term  of  six  weeks,  beginning  April  29th,  and  closing  June  8th. 
Sixty-two  young  people  availed  themselves  of  this  opportunity  to 
prepare  for  some  form  of  county  superintendent's  certificate,  and 
then  had  practically  the  entire  summer  for  productive  employment. 
We  are  hoping  to  continue  this  experiment  and  through  it  increase 
our  service  to  the  rural  schools  of  our  immediate  territory. 

With  the  approach  of  September,  however,  the  shortage  of  teach- 
ers everywhere  became  evident,  and  the  certainty  of  a  more  serious 
shortage  in  the  future  became  obvious.  Various  remedies  are  pro- 
posed. It  is,  however,  fundamental  that  unless  the  economic  rewards 
of  teaching  are  increased  to  equal  or  exceed  those  of  other  occupations 
open  to  young  people,  the  shortage  of  prepared  teachers  will  continue. 
Perhaps  the  acuteness  of  the  situation  which  the  war  has  brought  out 
will  awaken  the  general  public  to  the  vital  needs  of  the  schools. 

It  is  evident,  I  believe,  to  every  person  conversant  with  the  facts 
that  the  present  system  of  financing  the  normal  schools  of  the  state 
is  not  adapted  to  the  present  crisis  nor  to  any  consistent  plan  of  bet- 
terment even  in  peace  times.  The  revenue  and  expenses  are  alike 
uncertain.  Plans  may  go  awry  because  attendance  does  not  mate- 
rialize. After  attendance  has  arrived,  it  is  easy  to  go  ahead  on  the 
old  lines.  Every  school  practically  pays  toll  toward  teachers'  salaries 
out  of  its  housing  and  boarding  receipts.  In  my  humble  judgment, 
there  should  be  a  program  for  the  normal  schools  of  Pennsylvania, — 
a  program  of  progress  so  that  all  might  unite  on  measures  that  are 
forward-looking. 

During  the  year  just  closed,  Indiana  has  tried  to  do  its  patriotic 
"bit"  in  many  ways.  Clothing  for  Belgian  and  Serbian  children,  Y. 
M.  C.  A.,  Red  Cross,  sweaters,  socks,  bandages,  etc.,  have  been  greatly 
worth  while  in  their  educative  effects  and  have  had  also  another 
service  afield.  If  we  only  knew  how  to  turn  every  worthy  motive  into 
deed,  the  war  would  be  the  greatest  educational  force  the  world  has 
ever  seen. 
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TENTH  DISTRICT,  CxVLlFORXIA. 


W.  S.  HERTZOG,  Principal. 


The  forty-fourth  year  of  this  institution  has  closed  in  a  successful 
manner  although  war  conditions  have  forced  upon  it  a  period  of 
economy  and  a  jjeriod  of  financial  stress.         ^ 

140  students  were  graduated  in  the  regular  course  and  the  demand 
for  teachers  has  been  so  great  that  none  of  those  who  wish  to  teach 
are  without  the  opportunity  at  the  present  time. 

The  third  Summer  School  enrolled  107  students  most  of  whom  were 
carrying  regular  academic  work.  Among  this  number  were  36  gradu- 
ates of  first  class  High  Schools  who  were  preparing  to  teach  for  the 
coming  year.  Unfortunately,  many  of  these  should  have  constituted 
an  important  part  of  our  Junior  Class  for  next  year. 

Regular  attendance  during  tlje  year  has  been  reduced  about  twenty 
per  cent  and  the  probable  extension  of  the  draft  limits  makes  it  evi- 
dent that  the  young  men  of  the  Institution  will  be  practically  elim- 
inated during  the  :war.  ^ 

The  war  activities  of  the  students  and  faculty  have  been  pro- 
nounced. The  Senior  Class  presented  the  Institution  with  a  service 
flag  which  contains  more  than  140  stars.  Large  sums  of  money  have 
been  contributed  to  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  activities,  to  the  Red  Cross  and 
to  the  Students'  Fund  for  the  Relief  of  Prisoners.  In  the  Third 
Liberty  Loan  Drive  more  than  |12,000  was  listed  as  contributed  by 
students  and  faculty.  In  the  Model  School,  Thrift  Stamps  were  sold 
every  week  and  the  idea  of  saving  has  been  constantly  kept  in  mind. 
Students  have  co-operated  heartily  in  the  Food  Conservation  Move- 
ment in  order  that  wheat,  meat  and  sugar  might  be  saved  for  the 
needs  of  the  Government  and  Allies. 

Dtiring  the  year  many  improvements  have  been  made  under  the 
State  Board  of  Education.  The  painting  of  the  buildings  on  the 
outside  has  been  completed.  Science  Hall  has  been  completely  re- 
painted, new  system  of  indirect  lighting  installed  and  new  floors 
placed  in  each  room.  A  new  roof  has  been  placed  upon  the  Main 
Building,  the  Library  has  been  tastefully  rcrdecorated  and  furnished 
and  about  .^13,000  has  been  set  apart  for  improvements  to  the  Heating 
System.  A  Vacuum  system  is  being  installed  and  the  piping  arranged 
so  that  more  than  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  heat  generated  will 
be  saved.  Many  other  minor  improvements  have  been  made  all  total- 
ing about  132,000. 
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Conditions  now  in  the  educational  field  are  such  that  if  the  Normal 
Schools  are  to  do  the  work  that  they  should  do,  increased  appropria- 
tions must  be  made  by  the  Legislature  for  maintenance  and  additional 
Legislation  with  reference  to  the  qualifications  of  teachers  should 
be  passed  in  order  that  these  institutions  be  filled  to  their  capacity 
and  that  the  Public  School  Systems  may  reap  the  benefit. 

My  sixth  year  as  Principal  of  the  Southwestern  State  Normal 
School  in  the  Tenth  Normal  School  District  has  been  a  pleasant  one. 
The  co-operation  of  the  Faculty,  students  and  trustees  has  contributed 
to  the  success  of  the  year's  work. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT,  SLIPPERY  ROCK. 


J.  LINWOOD  EISENBERG,  Principal. 
r 

During  the  year  1917-18  a  conscious  effort  was  made  to  maintain 
and  improve  the  high  standard  of  the  Slippery  Rock  State  Normal 
School.  The  change  of  administration  at  Slippery  Rock  Normal 
School  brought  a  number  of  adjustments  which  we  hope  will  be  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Normal  School. 

The  inauguration  of  the  Principal  on  September  22,  1917,  was 
^attended  by  representative  school  men  of  the  state.  This  gathering 
gave  a  splendid  impetus  to  the  work  of  the  year. 

The  Educational  Conference  on  October  27  arranged  for  graduates 
of  the  school  who  were  just  beginning  their  teaching  experience  was 
attended  by  about  one  hundred  members  of  the  class  of  1917.  All 
voted  this  conference  a  success. 

During  the  year  the  two  Literary  Societies  were  reorganized.  Th3 
former  rooms  in  the  main  building  were  reoccupied  and  put  in  good 
condition.  An  effort  is  made  to  secure  the  active  interest  of  each 
student  in  the  school  in  one  of  the  Literary  Societies.  The  new  con- 
stitution provides  for  a  reunion  of  each  of  the  societies  during  each 
school  year,  one  during  the  fall  term,  the  other  during  the  spring 
term.  An  inter-society  contest  was  arranged  to  be  held  near  the  close 
of  the  school  year.  This  contest  was  a  decided  success,  the  Philo- 
matheans  winning  the  cup. 

The  students  organized  a  Y.  M.  C.  A.  and  a  Y.  W.  C.  A.  during  the 
school  year.  Weekly  devotional  meetings  are  held  each  Wednesday 
evening  and  joint  religious  meeting  is  held  each  Sabbath  evening. 
These  societies  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  the  school. 
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A  new  interest  was  taken  in  the  Alumni  Association.  War  time 
luncheons  were  held  and  organizations  formed  in  at  least  four  of  the 
counties.  The  general  meeting  at  commencement  time  was  a  very 
pleasant  affair. 

In  connection  with  the  recreation  of  the  students  in  the  dormitory 
optional  entertainment  was  provided  for  the  hour  previous  to  the 
study  hour  each  evening.  Students  took  a  great  interest  in  the  story 
hour  and  games  which  were  arranged  under  proper  direction  during 
the  winter  term. 

The  first  summer  school  was  established  for  the  summer  of  191S. 
113  were  enrolled.  All  agree  that  the  summer  school  was  worth 
while. 

All  of  the  seniors  who  wished  to  teach,  secured  satisfactory  posi- 
tions early  in  the  year,  the  salaries  ranging  from  |55  to  |120  per 
month. 

During  the  entiffe  year  the  effort  was  made  to  stress  the  profes- 
sional work  in  the  Normal  School.  First  class  high  school  graduates 
were  excused  from  reviewing  studies  in  the  third  and  fourth  year  that 
had  been  satisfactorily  passed  in  the  high  school.  This  gave  more 
time  to  the  professional  work. 

Complete  reorganization  of  the  training  school  is  planned  for  the 
year  1918.  Arrangement  has  been  made  with  the  Slippery  Eock 
township  board  to  use  the  schools  in  the  Slippery  Rock  township 
as  rural  training  schools. 

The  enrollment  during  the  year  proved  to  be  more  satisfactory 
than  expected  for  war  times.  The  total  number  of  Normal  School 
students  for  the  year  was  432. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  prominent  speakers  visited  school. 
Among  the  honored  names  are  Dr.  Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  President 
Edwin  Erie  Sparks,  Dr.  E.  E.  Winship,  vSupt.- William  M.  Davidson, 
Chancellor  S.  B.  McCormick,  Dean  W.  D.  Chambers,  Dr.  C.  B. 
Robertson,  Dr.  J.  George  Becht  and  Supt.  Robert  C.  Shaw,  all  of 
whom  brought  important  messages. 

As  the  events  of  the  first  year  as  Principal  of  the  Normal  School 
pass  in  review,  it  is  quite  pleasing  to  note  the  spirit  of  co-operation 
that  prevailed  in  the  immediate  school  life  and  in  the  community. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  young  people  at  Slippery  Rock  Normal  School 
will  be  enthusiastic  and  successful  in  their  profession. 
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TWELFTH  DISTRICT,  EDINBORO. 


FRANK  E.  BAKER,  Principal. 


The  catalog  of  April  1917  reported  the  total  number  of  students 
registered  up  to  April  10,  for  the  year  1916-17,  at  348.  After  April 
10,  36  enrolled,  making  the  total  for  the  school  year  1916-17,  384. 
The  total  for  the  year  1917-18  was  320.  This  gives  a  decrease  of 
64,  or  16  2-3  per  cent. 

An  analysis  of  the  attendance  as  given  in  the  following  table  may  be 
of  interest: 

1916-17  1017-18  %  Increase  %  Decrease 

Total  attendance, 384         320  16  2-3 

Seniors,  graduated, 

normal  course,    ....       85  99  16.5 

Juniors,  promoted, 

normal  course,  ....     104  68  34.J6 

Seniors  and  juniors,  ........     189  167  11.6 

All  other   classes,   freshmen, 

sophomore,  special  and  ir-  / 

regulars,  195         153  21.5 

An  examination  of  the  table  shows  the  largest  decrease  in  the 
junior  class.  There  was  also  considerable  decrease  in  the  freshman 
and  sophomore  classes  but  inasmuch  as  the  enrollment  in  these 
classes  had  fallen  almost  to  the  minimum  in  previous  years,  no  great 
further  Joss  was  possible.  The  decrease  in  these  two  years  may  have 
been  due  in  part  to  war  conditions.  In  the  main  it  was  due  to  causes 
that  have  been  working  for  the  last  five  years,  namely,  the  greater 
opportunities  for  boys  and  girls  to  finish  a  high  school  education  at 
home,  permitting  them  to  enter  the  first  year  of  the  two-year  course 
and  classify  as  juniors  in  the  Normal. 

The  greatest  decrease  was  in  the  junior  year,  and  may  bp  accounted 
for  in  the  main  in  three  ways: 

(a)  The  comparatively  low  wages  offered  teachers, 

(b)  The  tendency  to  defer  going  to  school  in  order  to  earn  the 
high  wages  offered  in  industrial  lines, 

(c)  The  shortage  of  labor,  especially  in  farming  communities, 
making  it  seem  necessity  to  keep  children  at  home. 

The  year  1917-18,  in  spite  of  the  decreased  income,  due  to  decreased 
attendance,  and  the  increased  expenses  has  been  a  fairly  good  one 
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financially.  The  floating  indebtedness  has  not  been  increased,  and  by 
means  of  a  special  appropriation  the  State  Board  of  Education  has 
been  able  to  pay  off  the  mortgage  indebtedness. 

The  last  legislature  made  a  fairly  generous  appropriation  to  the 
State  Board  of  Education  for  repairs,  extensions  and  improvements 
of  State  owned  Normal  Schools.  From  the  portion  of  this  appropria- 
tion allotted  the  Edinboro  State  Normal  School,  we  have  been  able  to 
make  the  following  improvements : 

Completion  and  equipment  of  the  new  dining  room  and  kitchen, 
reconstruction  and  equipment  of  the  basement  of  Normal  Hall  for 
laboratories  for  chemistry,  physics  and  agriculture ;  installation  of  a 
new  steam  heating  system,  reconstruction  of  the  old  Music  Hall  for  a 
dormitory  for  the  help,  reconstruction  of  first  floor  of  Academy 
Hall  for  the  Music  Department,  reconstruction  and  equipment  of  the 
old  dining  hall  for  a  school  laundry. 


THIETEENTH  DISTRICT,  CLARION. 


AMOS  P.  REESE,  Principal. 


June  26,  1918,  closed  the  thirty-first  commencement  of  the  Clarion 
State  Normal  School.  Diplomas  were  granted  to  fifty-seven  young 
men  and  women.  The  fifty-one  members  of  the  third  year  class  were 
approved  by  the  State  Board  of  Examiners  and  they  will  complete 
the  course  next  year. 

Clarion  Normal,  as  all  other  educational  institutions,  has  suffered 
from  war  conditions  in  the  matter  of  numbers  and  the  almost  constant 
change  of  the  personnel  of  the  Faculty  through  the  Nation's  call  to 
service.  However,  the  same  standard  of  excellent  work  has  been 
maintained  to  a  marked  degree  and  the  spirit  of  loyalty  and  devotion 
to  the  school  and  its  ideals  has  not  diminished.  The  student  body 
has  resj)onded  nobly  to  calls  for  money  for  the  Red  Cross  and  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A.  The  young  women  spent  some  time  each  afternoon  in 
making  surgical  dressings  and  each  boy  leaving  the  institution  for 
the  service  was  presented  with  a  splendidly  equipped  kit  by  the 
Faculty  and  his  fellow  students. 

On  March  12,  1918,  the  Principal  tendered  his  resignation  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  to  take  effect  at  the  close  of  the  school  year  in 

24—11—1919 
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order  that  he  may  take  up  work  in  the  State  of  California.  Professor 
Clyde  C.  Green,  Superintendent  of  Beaver  Falls,  is  the  Principal-elect 
and  will  assume  his  duties  July  1.  Professor  Green  is  a  successful 
school  man  and  brings  to  Clarion  Normal  experience  and  enthusiasm 
that  will  be  a  great  asset  in  these  trying  war  times.  His  high  ideals, 
broad  experience,  and  administrative  skill  insure  to  this  school  a 
brilliant  future. 
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PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 
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1854,  1,525  10,186  5.12  11,967  $29  31 

1855,  1,445  10,469  5  12,143  iH  29 

1856,  1,610  10,697  5.04  12,357  22  29 

1857,  1,677  10,956  5.04  12,481  24  OO 

1858,  1,709  11,281  5.33  12,828  24  24 

1859,  1,755  11,485  5.41  13,058  24  26 

1860,  1,766  11, .^77  5.41  13,003  20  24 

1S61,  1,788  11,910  5.5  14,297  25  68 

1S62  1,808  11,990  5.41  14,380  23  81 

1863,  1,820  12,161  5.37  14,442  28  84 

1864,  1,825  12,566  5.5  14,668  25  42 

1865,  1,837  12,547  5.58  14,286  ,S2  S2 

1866,  1,863  12,773  5.79  15,504  37  38 

1867,  1,889  13,061  5.11  15,200  35  87 

1868  1,918  13,284  5.79  15,504  37  38 

1869  1,971  13,588  5.83  15,670  38  18 

1870,  2,001  13,832  5.77  16,097  .39  63 

1871,  2,023  14,161  5.77  16,842  40  03 

1872,  2,029  14,415  5.4  16,784  40  55 

1873  2,050  14,675  6,25  17,4.50  41  58 

1874"  2,070  14,978  6.33  17,664  41  88 

1875,  2,089  15,315  6.19  18,101  40  03 

1876,  2,102  15,610  6.19  18,314  38  72 

1877,  2,144  15,850  6.38  18,710  36  34 

1878,  2,186  16,087  6.17  18,912  <A  54 

1879  —  2,168  16,279  6.37  19.153  32  59 

1880,  2,192  16,585  6.25  19,305  31  36 

1881,  2,208  16,760  6.28  19,277'  32  64 

1882,  2,214  17,070  6.62  19,715  34  .■i5 

1883,  2,230  17,403  6.66  19,875  .36  23 

1884,  2,240  17,7.51  6.40  20,290  37  28 

1885,  2,257  18,029  6.74  20,6,39  37  66 

1886,  2,265  18,300  6,71  21,481  37  10 

1887,  2,280  18,721  6.71  21,481  37  10 

1888,  2,297  19,054  7.17  21,168  37  12 

1889,  2,316  19,365  7.45  21,393  37  57 

1890,  2.325  19,758  7. .32  21,886  38  46 

1891,  2,337  20,190  7.40  22,231  39  34 

1892 2,357  20,653  7.41  22,556  SO  83 

1893,  2,386  21,134  7.74  23,085  41  04 

1894,  2,411  21,5,53  7.71  23,253  41  84 

1895,  2,443  22,253  7.62  22,993  41  78 

1896,  2,477  22,822  7.71  23,603  41  SO 

1897,  2,481  23,451  7.63  24,174  41  71 

1898,  2,490  23,983  7.69  24,716  41  06 

1899,  2,492  24,497  7.75  25,358  41  68 

1900,  2,509  24,818  8.00  26,878  41  62 

1901,  2,515  25,455  8.04  26,453  42  14 

1902,  2,532  25,981  8.05  26,990  42  08 

1903,  2,544  26,583  8.08  27,683  44  77 

1904,  2,588  26,966  7.80  28,372  47  12 

1905,  2,560  27,395  8.14  28,428  -^O  91 

1906,  .   2,571  27,9»3  7.16  29,193  51  36 

1907,  2,573  28,383  8.16  29,249  52  82 

1908,  2,579  28,861  8.20  29,703  19  66 

1909  2,58;i  29,327  8.22  30,248  60  65 

1910  2,598  30,019  8.26  30,^7  01  94 

1911,  2,598  30,422  8.3  31,518  62  75 

1912,  2.534  31,152  8.36  32,578  63  65 

1913  2,551  31,879  8.37  33,228  64  45 

1914",  2,567  32,877  8.4  34,686  66  71 

1915  2,575  34,514  8.41  35,928  66  94 

1916,  2,581  35,674  8.45  37,110  67  17 

1917, 2,585  36,498  8.28  38,122  69  64 

1918,  2,587  36,658  S.58  .38,308  78  46 


$12  81 

488,692 



38  $0  41 

14  89 

529,000 

361,316 

49 

45 

15  85 

523,754 

365,193 

48 

48 

IB  60 

514,247 

381,321 

49 

49 

17  22 

569,880 

387,139 

50 

46 

17  79 

575,251 

375,687 

50 

48 

18  11 

585  600 

366,901 

.50 

51 

19  71 

596,765 

384,752 

50 

83 

18  55 

615,087 

388,063 

50 

49 

18  56 

634,699 

397,722 

52 

50 

20  16 

637,785 

399,522 

50 

58 

24  21 

629,587 

396,701 

50 

68 

27  76 

666,316 

438,323 

50 

90 

27  51 

660,165 

414,527 

50 

85 

27  76 

666,316 

438,323 

50 

90 

29  SO 

686,769 

477,775 

50 

93 

30  55 

695,052 

484,912 

50 

99 

31  12 

700,040 

495,632 

49 

98 

31  86 

609,802 

464,127 

48 

99 

3/  44 

694,696 

439,393 

47 

95 

33  33 

716,728 

468,309 

47 

93 

31  93 

740,283 

472,283 

48 

92 

30  42 

749,311 

495,743 

47 

91 

28  90 

751,0.32 

491,038 

47 

88 

27  35 

771,015 

515,198 

48 

82 

26  07 

766,878 

595,918 

47 

89 

25  14 

770,349 

509,246 

47 

74 

26  04 

762,472 

504,912 

45 

75 

27  19 

776,559 

519,423 

45 

78 

28  30 

782,507 

532,874 

45 

81 

29  22 

795,091 

549,304 

45 

87 

25  59 

807,791 

559,606 

45 

89 

29  29 

820,811 

570,293 

44 

92 

29  29 

820,811 

570,293 

44 

92 

29  60 

931,367 

573,041 

41 

94 

29  76 

840,744 

583,292 

44 

96 

29  46 

849,055 

574,817 

44 

96 

30  46 

855,200 

592,249 

42 

1  00 

30  89 

861,083 

500,316 

42 

1  04 

32  52 

876,131 

610,422 

42 

1  15 

32  55 

905,499 

610,201 

42 

1  06 

32  70 

942,975 

666,102 

42 

1  29 

32  78 

9i56,7.34 

683,918 

42 

1  25 

32  86 

971,387 

711,111 

41 

1  22 

32  50 

999,719 

736,384 

43 

1  26 

32  73 

1,006,990 

?29,892 

41 

1  29 

32  66 

1.004,485 

728,493 

43 

i-;^2 

33  OS 

1,010,069 

720.116 

40 

1  34 

33  34 

1,010,620 

738,573 

39 

1  38 

34  10 

1,035,196 

751,000 

.39 

1  45 

35  09 

1,039,164 

764,119 

,38 

1  54 

38  55 

1,046,088 

788,542 

.3,8 

1  67 

.38  92 

1,061,406 

784,144 

38 

1  72 

39  47 

1,054,766 

788,759 

.37 

1  79 

45  92 

1,059  060 

803,784 

36 

1  98 

46  60 

1,088,895 

841,887 

.37 

2  06 

46  99 

1,107,416 

846,749 

.36 

2  11 

47  41 

1,106,783 

872,475 

36 

2  21 

47  93 

1,139,617 

901,943 

37 

2  33 

4S  21 

1,155,648 

910,048 

36 

2  .34 

48  86 

1,206,444 

955.746 

.36 

2  m 

49  47 

1,2.59,392 

990,551 

36 

49  89 

1,296,013 

1,028,682 

36 

50  38 

1,325,787 

1,061,534 

,36 

57  11 

1,. 303, 164 

1.035,787 

35 
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$156,389  25 
159,554  17 

$1,167,119  32    - 

$256,735  92 

1,401,300  15    - 

$1,127,922  61 

266,198  76 

$1,041,571  19 

$110,883  96 

164,330  00 

1,603,844  15 

5., 50 

1,371,706  14 

322,125  37 

1,145,730  22 

2W.615  29 

164,732  55 

1,180,143  07 

5.72 

1.534,7.32  32 

444, 2&5  56 

1,137,357  92 

172,572  92 

188,646  DO 

2,009,437  00 

5.71 

1,5.54,780  64 

454,343  53 

1,235,922  65 

162,670  98 

186,841  12 

2,039,084  06 

5,43 

1,621,379  00 

531,413  85 

1,407,159  35 

167,721  07 

193,503  34 

2,015,785  20 

5.43 

1,639,383  20 

448,426  28 

1,442,171  50 

209,956  28 

209,913  97 

2,108,487  83 

3.55 

1.783,114  48 

496,124  67 

1,436,064  00 

223,497  39 

210,752  00 

1,965,164  91 

4.75 

1,756,307  38 

305,796  90 

1,367,181  38 

232,337  31 

211,784  60 

1,980,473  26 

4.0O 

1,797,347  86 

394,767  35 

1,698,040  01 

250,. 566  ,52 

216,087  03 

2,143,348  20 

5.00 

2,016,310  j7 

-488,517  09 

1,098,664  01 

390,227  80 

210,134  OS 

2,438,640  37 

5.89 

2.318,069  1? 

374,450  97 

1,990,777  83 

410,346  26 

223,463  67 

3,013,057  33 

5.56 

2,801,759  31 

596,669  09 

2,211,521  70 

458,317  61 

239,813  19 

3,616,285  23 

7.25 

3,489,2.37  81 

985,237  31 

2,482,512  63 

601.087  21 

218,521,87 

4,016,919  12 

7,. 53 

4,314,628  52 

1,357,726  99 

2,019,169  93 

643,217  8S 

307,718  00 

4,438,946  66 

7.63 

5, 068, .316  72 

1.104,860  21 

2,819,444  00 

727,624  05 

321,300  00 

4,731,949  86 

7,76 

5,684,977  21 

2,500  137  42 

3,010,690  33 

807,713  82 

318,451  34 

5,016,801  73 

7.71 

6.023.451  64 

3,006.194  41 

3,183,418  86 

799,275  48 

429,152  65 

5,229,024  68 

7.27 

5.438,656  29 

2,536,637  39 

3,221,121  78 

863,788  96 

375,332  71 

5,, 543, 985  23 

7.50 

6,671,949   .3 

1,477,949  93 

2,424,970  91 

1,756,111  73 

521,345  13 

5,787,883  95 

7.55 

6,808,917  69 

1,600,131  62 

3,596,004  47 

1,652,651  94 

533,625  13 

5,983,004  90 

6.33 

7,247,263  03 

1,722,103  54 

3,755,309  66 

1,961,341  60 

728,207  19 

6,003,443  31 

6.27 

6,918,811  03 

1,245,387  23 

3,826,987  12 

2,006,833  88 

823,784  82 

6,627,943  56 

5.96 

6,623,273  00 

961,915  02 

3,824,728  80 

1,984,470  46 

723,082  57 

5,289,646  25 

5.42 

6,229,714  59 

877,382  06 

3,651,883  00 

1,817,494  11 

497,030  76 

4,923,874  62 

5.08 

6.282.110  73 

878,808  93 

3,544,552  72 

1,679,297  20 

747,297  14 

4,818,594  36 

5.04 

5,859,009  06 

809,896  51 

3,606,911  82 

1,584,3^5  92 

.     865,819  70 

5,031,779  70 

5.08 

6.499.120  91 

1,067  471  34 

3,673,225  83 

1,703,224  99 

684,127  86 

5,452,902  28 

5.39 

6,686,256  -^3 

1,139,355  44 

3,8.30,079  52 

1,687,912  96 

696,478  18 

5,676,545  57 

5.69 

7,365,217  19 

1,431,670  68 

5,095,6.58  50 

1,850,849  50 

700,340  81 

6,313,832  62 

6.06 

7,623,678  37 

1,405,526  81 

4,282,191  12 

1,965,706  63 

802,103  18 

6,519,927  78 

6.14 

8,095,942  18 

1,566,323  91 

4,447,618  69 

2, 086, .505  98 

803,344  24 

6,672,185  29 

6.16 

8,105,866  .'^9 

1,537,565  15 

4,582,374  25 

2,117,667  28 

802,411  12 

6,946,949  23 

5.94 

8,845,087  22 

1,461,675  43 

4,673,324  30 

2,171,481  66 

803.190  71 

7,134.701  52 

7.64 

8,836,0.53  35 

1,642,961  as 

5,044,385  15 

2,297,364  .51 

1,207,009  52 

7, 689,. 505  56 

6.19 

9,01:18, 852  33 

1,799,121  10 

5,240,826  22 

2,504,880  n 

1,206,204  94 

7,923,622  43 

5.  as 

9,. 581. 095  75 

2,131,095  75 

5, 438,. 587  21 

2,6.56,950  93 

1,564,603  81 

8,961,137  92 

5.86 

8,450,909  25 

2,982,607  68 

4,694,332  84 

2,829,690  06 

1,560,267  38 

8,187,893  57 

5.86 

10,820,029  ri5 

2,378,780  77 

6,028,019  91 

2,378,780  77 

2,901,116  80 

7,776,101  62 

4.. 54 

10,289,197  07 

2,979,271  21 

6,672,850  02 

2,343,968  49 

4,039,766  22 

8,677,582  67 

8.40 

11,131,332  C3 

2,834,091  22 

6,995,022  56 

3,637,038  74 

4,432,647  24 

9,598,542  71 

4.. 52 

12,0.58,899  69 

3,182,749  40 

7,206,202  88 

3,912,622  13 

4,439,752  79 

9,926,162  7S 

4.99 

12,424,198  -17 

3,297,416  67 

7,400,547  01 

4,016,808  96 

4,389,029  79 

9,351,011  31 

4.83 

13,528,246  38 

3,296,294  14 

7,839,216  45 

4,104.615  ,52 

4,391,574  31 

9,275,2^  60 

3.14 

13,276,078  00 

2,933,843  23 

8,020,396  81 

4,095,817  03 

4,637,585  07 

10,078,540  87 

3.78 

13,992,397  52 

2,736,897  04 

8,358,092  99 

4,402,261  48 

4,622,822  98 

10,5WJ,962  67 

5.12 

15,224,091  77 

3.061,523  90 

8,772,506  65 

4,714,192  85 

5,291,154  03 

10,887,613  25 

5.18 

16,314,489  S2 

3,. 394, 531  34 

8,874,295  97 

4,819.126  03 

4,355,601  04 

12,687,415  80 

5.23 

20,786,954  07 

3.186,783  18 

9,302,405  95 

5,182,928  92 

4,658,210  43 

17,781,589  84 

5.51 

17,781,589  84 

3,647,771  24 

9,950,491  38 

5,386,212  07 

4,597,616  S3 

13,085,707  91 

5.85 

18,860,273  03 

3.675,240  30 

10,303,035  43 

6,118,444  34 

4,576,413  S2 

14, 866,. 554  00 

6.29 

21,480,604  98 

4,581,273  53 

11,237,161  96 

6,493,623  31 

4,483,153  51 

15,981,970  73 

6.65 

23,196,386  38 

4,730,829  65 

11,858,661  36 

6,831,798  48 

4,525,545  67 

16,756,672  21 

6.85 

23,918,787  47 

4,308,677  81 

12,402,096  68 

7,195,515  70 

4,532,539  75 

19,114,954  97 

6.77 

26,278,511  84 

4.764,532  57 

13,900.365  40 

7,456,741  63 

6,108,263  32 

20,758,275  04 

7.01 

29,374,551  88 

6,059,450  00 

14,043,935  .51 

9,023,761  77 

6,254,506  91 

21,019,917  25 

7.14 

30,264,947  54 

5,933,886  51 

15,293,136  04 

8,859,567  59 

6,043,814  57 

22,172,202  15 

6.89 

33,548,310  .34 

6,525,256  61 

16,096,601  90 

10,275.352  89 

6,097,747  19 

22,537,751  98 

7.43 

34,518,976  97 

6.033,441  20 

16,567,759  53 

12,726,015  94 

6,040,779  67 

25,461,020  03 

8.72 

37,830,308  47 

6,196,080  94 

18,042,447  91 

13,870  361  29 

6.034,355  31 

28,360,778  86 

8.79 

46,546,069  29 

7,660,922  64 

18,8.52,300  91 

15,445,161  95 

6,153,124  64 

27,329,841  96 

9.09 

49,735,820  00 

10,558,537  49 

20,071,937  45 

16,213,974  00 

6,227,963  26 

30,275,411  31 

9.60 

51,206,154  54 

9,7.51,450  76 

21,173,790  80 

18, .538, 382  88 

6,498,541  30 

33,743,188  25 

9.93 

58,. 311, 139  89 

10,668,351  39 

22,292,349  65 

20,5.35,098  19 

6,625,995  64 

39,444,646  49 

10.61 

60,747,970  S3 

9,589,885  93 

24,873,252  65 

22.177.439  16 
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STATISTICAL  STATEMENT 


Relating  to  the  Public  Schools  of  Pensylvania  for  the  School  Year  Ending  July  1, 
1918,   Including  Philadelphia. 


Number  of  school  districts  in  the  State, 2,588 

Number  of  school  houses,  15,170 

Number  of  schools, 42,067 

Number  of  first  grade  high  schools, 389 

Number  of  second  grade  high  schools, 282 

Number  of  third  grade  high  schools, 313 

Number  of  male  pupils  in  high  schools, 57,032 

Number  of  female  pupils  in  high  schools, 66,983 

Number  of  county  superintendents, 66 

Number  of  assistant  county  superintendents, 82 

Number  of  district  superintendents,  130 

Number  of  assistant  district  superintendents, 2 

Number  of  male  teachers, 7,818 

Number  of  female  teachers, 36,515 

Whole  number  of  teachers, 44,333 

Average  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month, $79  78 

Average  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month, |57  68 

Average  length  of  school  term  in  months, 8 .  76 

Whole  number  of  pupils, 1,514,984 

Average  number  of  pupils  in  daily  attendance,  ....  1 ,227,921 

Cost  of  school  houses,  buildings,  renting,  etc.,  ....  $11,101,634  76 

Teachers'  wages,   $31,623,303  40 

Cost  of  text  books, $1,128,958  89 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other  than  text  books,  in- 
cluding maps,  globes,  etc.,  $1,644,173  20 

Salaries  of  secretaries  of  school  boards, $287,149  63 

Fees  of  treasurers  of  school  boards, $308,126  14 

Total  cost  of  collection  of  taxes, $869,207  23 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  compulsory  attendance  law,  $237,043  29 

All  other  expenses, $22,061,500  09 

Total  expenditures,    $69,261,096  63 

Regular    appropriation    received    by    the    common 

schools  for  the  school  year  ending  July  1.  1918,  $7,410,759  38 

Note : — Night-school  teachers   and   pupils   are   not   inchidcd   in    this   report. 
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Appropriation  for  free  tuition  of  students  in  State 

Normal  Schools,  for  the  school  year  ending  July 

1,  1918,    1276,726  00 

Appropriation  to  apply  on  tuition  of  uon  resident 

pupils,    150,000  00 

Appropriation    for    township    and    borough    high 

schools : 

by  the  State,   |225,000  00 

by  the  State  Board, $318,947  00  |543,947  00 

Appropriation  for  county  superintendents'  salaries,  $120,000  00 
Appropriation  for  assistant  county  superintend- 
ents' salaries, $100,800  00 

Items  Compared  With  Those  of  the  Preceding  Year  Ending  July  2, 
1917,  Philadelphia  Included. 

Increase  in  the  number  of  schools,  359 

Decrease  in  the  number  of  male  teachers, 1,129 

Increase  in  the  number  of  female  teachers 1,348 

Increase  in  salary  of  male  teachers  per  month,  ....  $9  07 

Increase  in  salary  of  female  teachers  per  month,  . .  $6  69 

Increase  in  length  school  term  in  months, .39 

Decrease  in  number  of  pupils, 51,884 

Total  increase  in  teachers'  Avages,  $2,887,652  80 

Condition  of  System,  not  Including  Philadelphia,  with  Comparisons. 

Number  of  districts,    2  587  Increase  2 

Number  of  schools, 36,658  Increase  160 

Number  of  pupils 1,303,564  Decrease  22,223 

Average  daily  attendance,  . .             1,035,787  Decrease  25,747 

Per  cent,  of  attendance,  ...  .87  Decrease  .01 
Average    length    of    school 

term  in  months,   8 .  58  Increase  .  3 

Number  of  male  teachers,  . .                   6,968  Decrease  1,116 

Number  of  female  teachers,                  31,340  Increase  1,312 

Whole  number  of  teachers,.  38,308  Increase  186 
Average     salary     of     male 

teachers  per  month,  $78  46  Increase  $8  82 

Average    salary    of    female 

teachers  per  month, $57  11  Increase  $6  73 

Teachers'  wages,   .$24,873,252  65  Increase  $2,580,903  00 

Cost  of  school  houses,  rents, 

etc.,     $9,589,385  93  Decrease  $1,078,965  43 

Cost  of  text  books, $974. 907  07  Decrease  $88,177  76 

Salaries  of  secretaries,   $281,149  63  Increase  $11,164  70 
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Cost  of  enforcement  of  com- 
pulsory attendance,   |174,301  76  Increase 

Fees  of  treasurers,  |302,516  92  Increase 

All  other  expenses, |18,253,881  09  Increase 

Total  expenditures, .|5(>,040,077  74  Increase 

Average    number    of    mills 

levied,    10 .  61  Increase 

Philadelphia. 

Number  of  schools, 5,409  Increase 

Number  of  male  teachers,   .  850  Decrease 

Number  of  female  teachers,  5,175  Increase 
Average     salary     of     male 

teachers  per  month,  ...'..  |166  70  Increase 
Average    salary    of    female 

teachers  per  month,  .....  |95  10  Increase 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled,.  211,420  Decrease 

Average  attendance, 192,134  Decrease 

Cost  of  school  houses,  pur- 
chasing, renting,  etc.,   . . .  |1,512,248  83  Decrease 

Teachers'  wages,  |6,750,050  75  Increase 

Cost  of  school  text  books,  .  |154,051  82  Decrease 
Cost  of  school  supplies  other 

than  text  books,   |298,245  02  Increase 

Salary  of  secretary,    |6,000  00  Same 

Cost  of  enforcement  of  the 

comj)uLsory  attendance  law,  f  62,741  53  Increase 

All  other  expenses, *  |3,837,680  94  Increase 

Total  expenditures,    |12,621,018  89  Increase 
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113,362  25 

19,999  66 

P,463,365  36 

f3,154,278  51 

.68 
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3 

36 

|25  25 

|3  96 

29,661 

73 

11,226,500  12 
),749  80 
t,164  01 

J,489  68 


|2,606  97 
1924,633  21 
1139.992  89 


Number  of  schools, 

Number  of  male  teachers,  . . 
Number  of  female  teachers, 
Average     salary     of     male 

teachers, 

Average    salary    of    female 

teachers, 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  . 

Average  attendance, 

Teachers'  wages 

Cost  of  school  text  books,   . 


Pittsburgh. 

2,485  Increase 

32 

365  Decrease 

149 

2,196  Decrease 

267 

1172  58  Decrease 


64  Decrease 

86  785  Decrease 

69,748  Decrease 

J,912,869  56  Increase 

135,952  05  Decrease 


|5  98 

|4  24 

15,198 

17,201 

$144,354  36 

126,640  97 
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Cost  of  school  houses,  pur- 
chasing, renting,  etc.,   . . .  |875,165  34  Decrease       $771,260  31) 

Cost  of  school  supplies  other 

than  text  books, IJ-52,463  04  Increase          |25,334  OG 

Salary  of  secretary,   |5,000  00  Same 

All  other  expenses,    ... |1,994,851  73  Decrease       $135,272  83 

^  Total  expenditures,   .......  $5,976,301  72  Decrease       $804,750  43 


Note: — Night-school    teachers    and   pupils    not    in"h]ded    in    the    above   report. 
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Average  Monthly  Salaries  of  Male  Teachers  by  Counties  for  the  Year 
Ending  July  1,   1918. 


Delaware, $143  7< 

Allegheny, 127  SO 

Elk, 108  23 

McKean,      107  69 

Luzerne 97  49 

Lackawanna , 97  2'J 

Westmoreland ,      97  16 

Cambria,    97  14 

Fayette, 92  43 

SchuylkiU,     90  10 

Washington,      89  59 

Chester,     89  16 

Beaver 87  93 

Carbon, 87  93 

Montgomery,     87  70 

Susquehanna,      86  39 

Warren, 85  55 

Potter, 84  64 

Cameron , 84  44 

Erie, 83  81 

Tioga 82  48 

Blair,     81  37 

Dauphin, 81  13 

Wayne, 78  98 

Northumberland , 78  81 

Armstrong ,    78  43 

Jefferson, 78  18 

Mercer,    78  08 

Clearfield,    76  50 

Bucks,    76  12 

Butler,     76  00 

Lawrence,      75  41 

Lancaster,     75  HS 

Lehigh,     75-30 

Bradford,     75  16 

Clarion,      75  05 

Wyoming,    75  00 

Venango ,     i 74  70 

Columbia,    74  29 

Northampton ,     74  09 

Forest,      72  f 5 

Clinton,      .' 72  61 

Mifflin,     72  14 

Cumberland ,      71  31 

Lebanon ,      .  , 71  28 

Indiana, 70  69 

Somerset,     69  08 
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Berks ,     

Lycoming,      

Centre,     

Greene,     

Crawford ,    

York, 

Montour,      - 

Monroe ,      

Huntingdon ,      

Franklin ,      

Adams ,     

Sullivan ,    

Pike,     

Union ,    

Bedford,     

Juniata ,     

Perry, 

Snyder ,    

Fulton,     
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Average  Monthly  Wages  of  Female  Teachero  by  Counties  for  the  Year 
Ending  July  1,  1918. 


Allegheny, $73  24 

Delaware ,    -. 67  51 

Fayette,      64  42 

Washington,      63  82 

Westmoreland ,      63  77 

Schuylkill,     63  25 

Cambria,      6199 

Elk,    . .  .-^ 61  87 

Bucks,    61  SO 

Lehigh,     61  74 

McKean , .  61  21 

Montgomery, 61  19 

Lackawanna ,     60  45 

Chester,      59  79 

Northampton ,      59  46 

Berks 59  43 

Luzerne, 59  36 

Carbon , 59  35 

Greene,     59  23 

Beaver,    59  <?5 

Lebanon ,      59  03 

Lawrence,      58  60 

Lancaster, 58  49 

Northumberland ,      57  93 

Erie 57  83 

Dauphin , 57  22 
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Indiana ,     57  09 

Cumberland ,      57  00 

Butler,      56  75 

Venango , 56  <  4 

Armstrong , ^  56  63 

Columbia,     56  44 

Blair, 56  21 

Tioga,     • 56  19 

Clarion,      56  17 

Crawford ,    55  86 

Warren,     55  81 

Forest ,      _   55  52 

Clinton,      55  42 

Franklin, 55  22 

Mercer ,     55  10 

Cameron ,      54  93 

Bradford ,     54  91 

Mifflin,      54  85 

Potter,      54  84 

Wayne, 54  76 

Jefferson,     '. 54  70 

York,      54  64 

Somerset,     54  42 

Wyoming,    54  15 

Centre,     54  12 

Monroe ,      54  09 

Susquehanna ,      54  08 

Lycoming,      53  65 

Montour,      53  60 

Perry, 53  38 

Huntingdon ,      53  35 

Adams,     53  30 

Clearfield,      .'.  .  53  17 

Sullivan,      52  92 

Pike, 52  84 

Bedford, 52  70 

Juniata ,     51  93 

Snyder,     51-19 

Union ,      50  78 

Fulton ,     48  63 


Average  Length  of  the  Annual  School  Term  by  Counties  for  the  School 
Year  Ending  July  1,   1918. 


Lackawanna ,     9 .  55 

Luzerne ,     9 .49 

Allegheny ,      9 .  48 

Delaware, 9.4 

Montgomery ,     . , ,  , 9 .  34 
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Northampton ,     9 .  05 

Berks,    8.99 

Erie,     8.93 

Lehigh,     8. 86 

Bucks,      ; 8.85 

Chester,     8.82 

Dauphin 8.81 

Elk,    8.81 

Schuylkill,     8. 81 

McKean 8.64 

Carbon ,    8 .  58 

Northumberland ,      8 .  51 

Lawrence,      8.4 

Lebanon ,      8 .  37 

Blair, 8.36 

Westmoreland ,      8 .  35 

Warren ,     8.3 

Lycoming, 8.2 

Venango ,     8 .  18 

Fayette, 8.16 

Cambria,      •. ^ 8,13 

Mercer , 8.1 

Cameron , 8 .  Oi) 

Lancaster 8.07 

Washington , 8  •  01 

Bradford,     7.97 

Columbia,      7.94 

Forest, 7.94 

Potter,     ^. 7 .94 

Cumberland, 7.91 

Wyoming, 7.91 

York,      .^ 7.9 

Mifflin,     .' 7.86 

Crawford, 7.S5 

Clinton,      7.84 

Beaver ,    7 .  S3 

Butler,      l.bS 

Monroe,      7.83 

Montour, 7.83 

Armstrong 7.76 

Tioga, 7.76 

Jefferson ,     7.75 

Pike, 7.'i4 

Clearfield,    7.71 

Wayne 7 .  05 

Susquehanna, 7.58 

Centre,     7.44 

Franklin,     7.44 

Union ,      7.4 

Huntingdon, 7.39 

Indiana, 7.38 

Somerset ,     7 .  36 

Perry , 7 .  34 

Clarion ,      7 .  31 
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Adams,     7.30 

Greene, 7.27 

Sullivan,    7.27 

Juniata,     7.2 

Bedford 7.15 

Snyder 7 .  14 

Fulton 7.06 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  DISTRICTS  IN  EACH  COUNTY 
HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE,  AND  TEN  MONTHS  TERMS  OF 
SCHOOL  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  1,  1918. 


County. 


Eight.    Seven. 


Total. 


1.  Adams,   2 

2.  Allegheny,    9  92 

3.  Armstrong-,     5 

4.  Beaver,    22 

5.  Bedford,  .. 

6.  Berks,    2  14 

7.  Berks,    5 

8.  Bradford,    10 

9.  Bucks,    5  33 

10.  Butler,     5 

11.  Cambria,    10 

12.  Cameron,   1 

13.  Carbon,    1  13 

14.  Centre,    3 

15.  Chester,    . 1  28 

16.  Clarion,    2 

17.  Clearfield,    2 

18.  Clinton,    3 

19.  Columbia,    7 

20.  Crawford,    8 

21.  Cumberland,    6 

22.  Dauphin.    14 

23.  Delaware,   7  35 

24.  Elk,    4 

25.  Erie,' - : 1  8 

26.  Fayette,    5 

27.  Forest,    

28.  Franklin,    _  3 

29.  Fulton,    

30.  Greene,    ^ 1 

31.  Huntingdon,    1 

32.  Indiana,    3 

33.  Jefferson,    3 

34.  Juniata,   

35.  Lackawanna, 5  19 

36.  Lancaster,   1  6 

37.  Lawrence,    4 

38.  Lebanon,    7 

39.  Lehigh,     3  9 

40.  Luzerne.    7  38 

41.  Lycoming,  6 

42.  McKean.    10 

43.  Mercer, 9 

44.  Mifflin, 2 

45.  Monroe,    5 

46.  Montgomery,     14  31 

47.  Montour,    1 

48.  Northampton,   7  14 

49.  Northumberland,     1  12 

50.  Perry,    2 

51.  Pike,     3 

52.  Potter,    - 4 

53.  Schuylkill,    10  32 

54.  Snyder,    

55.  Somerset,     2 

56.  SuUivan,  1 

57.  Susquehanna,    3 

58.  Tioga,     9 

59.  Union,    2 

60.  Venango,   5 

61.  Warren,    5 

62.  Washington,    18 

63.  Wayne,    5 

64.  Westmoreland,    20 

65.  Wyoming,    5 

66.  York,   10 

Total,    74  647 
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STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  SEVERAL 
COUNTIES  HAVING  SEVEN,  EIGHT,  NINE  AND  TEN  MONTHS  RE- 
SPECTIVELY FOR  THE  SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY  1,   1918. 


County. 


Ten.      Nine,  i  Eight. i  Seven.  I  Total. 


Adams,    24  2V  169  220 

Allegheny,    2,670  2,078  281  3  5,032 

Armstrong,     126  24  305  455 

Beaver,    438  26  133  600 

Bedford,     40  306  346 

Berks      490  137  104  334  975 

Blair,    384  102  151  637 

Bradford,    150  75  235  460 

Bucks,    75  230  126  15  446 

Butler,     - 147  75  241  463 

Cambria,     430  257  314  1,001 

Cameron,     18  25  13  56 

Carbon,    21  207  16  55  299 

Centre,    61  16  240  317 

Chester,    59  330  198  42  629 

Clarion,    24  32  217  273 

Clearfield,    - 127  167  336  630 

Clinton,    66  55  87  208 

Columbia,    138  20  IK  323 

Crawford,    152  81  261  494 

Cumberland,    130  58  149  337 

Dauphin,    513  72  127  712 

Delaware, 98  586  44    728 

Elk,     - 98  111  25  234 

Erie,    312  138  167  97  714 

Fayette,    216  691  102  1,009 

Forest.    75  17  92 

Franklin,     126  12  284  422 

Fulton,    ^- 5  79  84 

Greene,    -^ 24  7  223  254 

Huntingdon,    36  34  215  285 

Indiana, —    56  56  347  459 

Jefferson,     97  90  220  407 

Juniata,    IS  loi  114 

Lackawanna,   773  444  45  33  1,295 

Lancaster,            — _ 157  102  124  474  857 

Lawrence,    261  95  91  447 

Lebanon,    164  92  101  357 

Lehigh.    301  153  56  118  628 

Luzerne, r  469  1,242  107  87  1,905 

Lycoming,   ._.    226  71  192  489 

McKean.    218  127    345 

Mercer,    251  55  223  529 

Mifflin,  62  29  97  18S 

Monroe,    ^ 73    111  1S4 

Montgomery,   351  442  72  56  921 

Montour,    35    49  S4 

Northampton,   229  277  124  96  7''6 

Northumberland,   28  420  26  134  608 

Perry,    21  23  146  189 

Pike,   17  15  34  66 

Potter,    55  79  69  203 

SehuylkiU, 13S  7i6  44  i87  1,085 

Snyder,    17  109  i26 

Somerset,     58  58  393  509 

Sullivan,  5  8  92  105 

Susquehanna,    50  52  177  279 

Tioga,    76  77  152  30." 

Umon,   .      23    83  106 

Venango,     188  83  125  396 

Warren     153  124  64  341 

Washington, . 46.3  gsi  iss  1,0S2 

Wayne,              45  40  ^65  250 

Westmoreland,     617  657  152  1,426 

Wyoming,    39  23  69  131 

York,    341  84  4Qg  831 

Total,    6,081  14,524  5,970  10,083    36,658 
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VALUATION  OF  SCHOOL  PROPERTY  IN  PENNSYLVANIA  FOR  SCHOOL 
YEAR  ENDING  JULY  1,  1918. 

(A  few  districts  did  not  report  a  valuation.) 


Adams,    |315,111 

Allegheny,     36,490,479 

Armstrong,     . 1,022,288 

Beaver,    2,304,184 

Bedford,    418,831 

Berks,    3,391,293 

Blair,     2,142,773 

Bradford,    853,193 

Bucks, 1,140,536 

Butler,     1,693,583 

Cambria,     3,744,356 

Cameron,     108,589 

Carbon, 1,325,285 

Centre, 618,490 

Chester,     2,218,437 

Clarion,     375,075 

Clearfield,     2,391,175 

Clinton, '      659,201 

Columbia 759,936 

Crawford,    1,243,811 

Cumberland,     807,856 

Dauphin,     3,042,017 

Delaware,     2,387,206 

Elk, 590,577 

Erie,     4,153,553 

Fayette,     4,622,919 

Forest,     128,365 

Franklin,     954,292 

Fulton,     73,285 

Greene,    526,890 

Huntingdon 490,016 

Indiana,     947,740 

Jefferson, 957,127 

Juniata,     164,980 

Lackawanna 6,686,454 

Lancaster, 3,078,345 

Lawrence,      1,513,545 

Lebanon,     1,265,876 

Lehigh, 3,578,577 
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Luzerne,     9,514,676 

Lycoming,     1,474,296 

McKean, 960,329 

Mercer, 1,743,177 

Mifflin,     534,294 

Monroe,     414,750 

Montgomery,    3,853,179 

Montour,     94,900 

Northampton,     3,702,030 

Northumberland, 2,273,621 

Perry,    306,224 

Pike,     62,155 

Potter,     470,750 

Schuylkill, 3,801,753 

Snyder,    175,550 

Somerset,    980,706 , 

Sullivan,      121,809 

Susquehanna,     421,137 

Tioga,     509,343 

Union,      167,180 

Venango,     1,293,297 

Warren,     1,204,780 

Washington, 3,558,266 

Wayne, 415,202 

Westmoreland,     5,029  340 

AVyoming,     186,942 

York, 2,761,219 

Philadelphia, 38,230,843 


Total,   1183,447.985 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS  IN  THE  STATE  GIVING  THE 
NUMBER  OF  TEACHERS  AND  PUPILS  IN  EACH  FOR  THE  SCHOOL 
YEAR  ENDING  JULY  1,  1918. 


District. 


County  in  Which  Located. 


Teachers. 


Male. 


Female. 


Pupils. 


Male.      Female. 


First  Glass  Districts. 

1.  Philadelphia,    Philadelphia, 

2.  Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,   — 


Second  Class  Districts. 

Allentown,    Lehigh, 

Altoona, Blair,   

Bethlehem,    Northampton, 

Chester,   : Delaware,    — 

Erie,    Erie,    

Harrisburg,   Dauphin,    

Johnstown,    Cambria,   

Lancaster,    Lancaster,    ._ 

McKeesport,     Allegheny,     — 

New   Castle,    Lawren.-e,    — 

Reading,    Berks,    

Scranton,    Lackawanna, 

Wilkes-Barre,    Luzerne,    

Williamsport,     Lycoming,  "  ._ 

York,    York,   — 


Third  Class  Districts. 

Abington  township, Montgomery,    __. 

Ambridge,    Beaver,     

Archbald,    Lackawanna,    — 

Ashland,    Schuylkill,   

Ashley,   Luzerne,     

Baldwin  township.    Allegheny.     

Bangor    Northampton,    _. 

Beaver 'Falls,    Beaver,    

Bellevue,    Allegheny,   

Berwick,    Columbia,   

Blakely,    1  Lackawanna,  

Bloomsburg     Columbia,   

Braddoek,    Allegheny,   

Bradford  City,   McKean,   

Bristol,  Bucks,   

Butler,    Butler.    

.  Butler  township, Butler,    

Oarbondale,    Lackawanna,  _._. 

Carlisle,    Cumberland,    — . 

Carnegie,  :—  Allegheny,   

Oarriek,    Allegheny,   __. 

Carroll,    Washington,    — 

Catasauqua,   Lehigh,   

Ohambersburg.    Franklm,   

Oharleroi,     Washington.    — 

Chartiers,   Allegheny,   

Cheltenham  township, Montgomery,    __. 

Clearfield,     Clearfield,    

Coal     1. Northumberland, 

Coaldale.  Schuylkill,   

Coatesville,    Chester,    

Columbia,  Lancaster,    

Oonnellsville,    Fayette,    

Oonshohocken,  Montgomery,    — 

Cooper  township,    Clearfield,    

Oora'opolis,    Allegheny,   

Cbrry,    Erie,   

Danville,    Montour,   

Darby,    Delaware,    

Darby,  Upper,   township,    Delaware,    

Derry  township.   Miflain,    

Derry  township,   Westmoreland,   — 
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850 

5,175 

105,281 

106,139 

365 

2,196 

44,100 
149,381 

42,685 

1,215 

7,371 

148.824 

67 

213 

6,374 

6,370 

36 

242 

4,940 

4,919 

31 

113 

2,925 

2,8'75 

32 

221 

3,913 

4,085 

62 

348 

6,775 

6,892 

66 

277' 

6,298 

6,358 

55 

291 

4.812 

4,869 

25 

155 

3,620 

3,567 

33 

205 

4,48? 

4,423 

23 

210 

4,192 

4,357 

37 

377 

8,278 

8,017 

73 

597 

12,972 

13,392 

53 

278 

6,390 

6,438 

25 

140 

3,123 

3,109 

42 

190 

3,923 

3. 907 

8,857   83,017   83,575 


9 

41 

747 

726 

4 

58 

1,131 

1,079 

5 

43 

814 

865 

2 

22 

457 

468 

2 

28 

538 

496 

2 

37 

81? 

814 

11 

19 

625 

585 

4 

63 

1,201 

1,178 

5 

39 

742 

807 

6 

27 

553 

617 

2 

33 

548 

537 

4 

S3 

705 

766 

5 

73 

1,552 

1,468 

10 

61 

1,266 

1,421 

1 

33 

749 

747 

7 

114 

2,326 

2,492 

1 

22 

590 

629 

11 

80 

1,819 

1,963 

13 

39  - 

912 

1,040 

7 

46 

1,037 

1.031 

3 

30 

658 

612 



19 

388 

314 

5 

20 

406 

383 

9 

54 

1,340 

1,407 

7 

61 

1,151 

1,293 

2 

25 

470 

477 

9 

57 

1,046 

1,079 

9 

43 

944 

974 

53 

57 

1,517 

1,404 

2 

28 

418 

564 

10 

75 

1,303 

1,373 

2 

48 

903 

940 

14 

Id 

1,397 

1,508 

3 

29 

562 

533 

2 

31 

797 

917 

4 

32 

692 

647 

2 

31 

638 

713 

6 

30 

767 

688 

2 

41 

674 

659 

4 

40 

661 

667 

7 

16 

490 

460 

4 

64 

1,514 

1.475 

No.  11.  STATISTICS. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS— Continued. 


647 


Teachers. 

Pupils. 

County  in  Wliich  Located. 

District. 

Male. 

Pern  ale. 

Male.      Female. 

43    Dickson  City,  

44.  Donora,   

45.  DuBois,    

46.  Dunbar  township.    

47.  Dunmore,    

48.  Duquesne,   

49.  Duryea,    

50    East  Oonemaug-h,  

51.  Easton, 

52.  East    Pittsburgh,    

53.  EdwardsviUe,    

54.  Elizabeth  township,   

55.  Ellwood   City,    

56.  Etna,    .. . 

57.  Earrell,    

58.  Fayette  S.   township, 

59.  Forest  City.   

60.  Foster  township,   

61.  Franklin  City,  

62.  Freeland,    

63.  Georges  township,  

64.  German    township     

65.  Gilberton.     

66.  Glassport,    

67.  Green  township,   

68.  Greensburg,    

69.  Greenville,  .'_ 

70.  Hanover,  

71.  Hanover   township,    

72.  Harrison   township,   

73.  Hazel  township,   

74.  Hazieton,    

75.  Hempfleld   township,    

76.  Homestead,   

77.  Huntingrd'on ,   

78.  Huntingdon,  N.  township, 

79.  Huntingdon,  8.  township, 
8j.  Huntingdon,  E.  township, 

81.  Indiana,    

82.  Jeannette,  

83.  Jefferson   township,    

84.  Jersey  Shore,   

85.  Juniata,    1 

86.  Kane,    

87.  Kingston,    I 

88.  Kittanning,    

89.  KnoxviUe,     

90.  Lansford,     

91.  Larksville,    Illlll 

92.  Latrobe,    

93.  Lebanon,  

94.  Lebanon,  N.  township,""." 

95.  Lchighton,   

96.  Lewistown,  

97.  Lock  Haven,  

9S.  Logan  township, 

99.  Luzerne,     

100.  McKees  Rocks,  

101.  Mahanoy    Oity,    

102.  Mahanoy  township,   ._ 
1C3.  Mahanoy,  W.   township... 

104.  Meadville,   

105.  Menallen,  

106.  Merion,  Lower,  township,. 

107.  Middletown,    

108.  Mifflin   township        '" 

109.  Milton, 

110.  Millvale,    II : iiV.'S. 

in.  Minersville,  I. 

112.  Monessen, 

113.  Monongahela    City,  "  II  " 

114.  Mt.    Carmel, 

115.  Mt.  Carmel  township, 
110.  Mt.    Pleasant,    "' 

117.  Mt.  Pleasant  township, 

118.  Munhall,    . _." 

119    Nanticoke,    III..II 


Lackawanna,    

Washington,    

Clearfield,    

Fayette,    

Lackawanna,    

Allegheny,     

Luzerne,   

Cambria,   

Northampton,     _. 

Allegheny,   

Luzerne,   

Allegheny,     

Lawrence,    

Allegheny,     

Mercer,    

Allegheny,   I 

Susquehanna,    

Luzerne,  

Venango,   

Luzerne,  

Fayette,    

Fayette,     

Schuylkill,    

Allegheny,   

Indiana,    

Westmoreland,     . 

Mercer,    

York,   

Luzerne,   

Allegheny,  

Luzerne,   

Luzerne,   

Westmoreland.    _. 

Allegheny,    

Huntingdon,    

Westmoreland, 
Westmoreland,    — 
Westmoreland,    — 

Indiana,   

Westmoreland,   — 

Allegheny,   

Lycoming,    

Blair,   

McKean, 

Luzerne,     

Armstrong,     

Allegheny,   

Carbon,    

Luzerne,    

Westmoreland,   __ 

Lebanon,   

Lebanon,   

Carbon,    

Mifflin,     

Chnton,    

Blair,   

Luzerne,   

Allegheny,   

Schuylkill,    

Schuylkill,   

Schuylkill,   

Crawford,   

Fayette,   

Montgomery,    __. 

Dauphin,    

Allegheny,   

Northumberland , 

Allegheny,   

Schuylkill.    

Westmoreland,   _. 

Washington,    

Norfhumberland, 
Northumberland', 
Westmoreland,   _. 
Westmoreland,   ., 

Allegheny,     

Luzerne,     


5 

44 

1,058 

1,071 

6 

56 

1,250 

1,255 

7 

73 

1,256 

1,341 

15 

67 

1,595 

1,533 

8 

91 

2,249 

1.991 

12 

79 

1,486 

1.4a3 

3 

52 

1.433 

1,435 

2 

19    . 

471 

412 

31 

125 

3,037 

3.054 

2 

19 

321 

350 

4 

43 

967 

1,091 

2 

37 

819 

786 

3 

34 

766 

817 

3 

19 

365 

379 

7 

47 

1,190 

1,203 

1 

37 

906 

857 

1 

25 

672 

667 

13 

26 

665 

690 

6 

49 

769 

836 

4 

33 

690 

714 

8 

48 

1,188 

1,100 

19 

50 

1,696 

1,565 

4 

25 

560 

479 

2 

31 

650 

558 

8 

21 

660 

674 

17 

63 

1,539 

1,604 

3 

35 

777 

876 

7 

36 

722 

783 

24 

68 

1,349 

1.308 

5 

33 

675 

649 

20 

63 

1,394 

1.240 

26 

140 

3,364 

3.421 

9 

80 

2,037 

1,901 

15 

89 

1,756 

1,798 

4 

33 

728 

789 

1 

44 

878 

865 

4 

30 

716 

663 

5 

37 

844 

848 

4 

28 

603 

617 

5 

38 

848 

922 

2 

25 

609 

540 

7 

22 

592 

697 

6 

38 

892 

921 

5 

44 

714 

836 

i 

37 

880 

899 

6 

37 

876 

893 

7 

21 

385 

365 

6 

34 

669 

788 

5 

49 

1,523 

2,327 

6 

63 

944 

1,049 

9 

81 

1,9S9 

2,110 

6 

18 

491 

444 

6 

24 

582 

546 

6 

41 

1,026 

1,120 

4 

36 

714 

629 

7 

53 

1,337 

1,273 

1 

24 

559 

634 

1 

43 

1,064 

968 

3 

59 

1.468 

1.596 

9 

42 

734 

765 

9 

31 

540 

575 

5 

69 

960 

1,054 

5 

26 

705 

662 

10 

91 

1,346 

1,333 

4 

22 

677 

683 

2 

50 

946 

926 

6 

37 

745 

864 

2 

24 

549 

549 

3 

33 

819 

789 

8 

97 

2,058 

2,006 

5 

43 

981 

980 

4 

58 

1,173 

1,109 

10 

SO 

638 

492 

1 

31 

630 

626 

5 

64 

1,128 

1,212 

5 

26 

445 

482 

15 

97 

2,592 

2,421 

648  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doe. 

CLASSIFICxiTION  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS— Continued. 


District. 


County  in  Which  Located. 


Teachers. 


Male.      Female. 


Pupils. 


Male.       Female. 


12a.  New  Brighton,  Beaver,   

121.  New  Kensing-ton , Westmoreland,    — 

122.  Newport  township, Luzerne,    

12;3.  Norristown,    Montgomery,     ___. 

124.  Northampton,    Northampton,     — 

125.  North    Braddock,    Allegheny,    

126.  Oil  City,  Venango,    

127.  Old  Forge,  Lackawanna,     — 

128.  Oiyphant,     Lackawanna,     — 

129.  Penn    township,    Westmoreland,    — 

13».  Penn  township,   Allegheny,   

131.  Perry  township, —  Fayette,    

132.  Phoenixville,    Chester,    

133.  Pittston,   Luzerne,   

134.  Pittston    township,    Luzerne,   

135.  Plains   township.    Luzerne,    

1:^.  Pottstown,  Montgomery,     — 

137.  Potts\ille,  SchuylkiU,    

138.  Punxsutawney,    Jefferson,    

139.  Radnor  township,   4  Delaware,     

140.  Rankin,    » Allegheny,   .__ 

141.  Redstone   township,    Fayette,   

142.  Ridg^vay, Elk,     

143.  Rochester,     Beaver,   

144.  Rostraver  township, Westmoreland,    „ 

14.5.  St.    Clair,   Allegheny,   

143.  St.  Clair, Schuylkill,   

147.  St..  Marys,  Elk,    

148.  Sandy  township,  Clearfield,    

149.  Sayre,    Bradford,    

1.50.  Scott   township,    Allegheny,    

151.  Scottdale,   Westmoreland,   ._ 

152.  Sewickley,    Westmoreland,   ._ 

153.  Shaler,    Allegheny.    -__ 

154.  Shamokin,        Northumberland, 

155.  Sharon,    Mercer,    

156.  Sharpsburg,  Allegheny,    

157.  Shenandoah,    Schuylkill,    

158.  Steelton,    Dauphin,    

159.  Stowe  tO'wnship,  Allegheny,    

160.  Sunbury,    Northumberland, 

161.  Susquehanna  township,   __  Dauphin,    

162.  Swatara   township,   Dauphm,    

163.  Swissvale,   Allegheny,   

164.  Swoversville,   Luzerne.    

165.  Tamaqua,     Schuylkill,   

166.  Tarentum,    Allegheny,    

167.  Taylor,  Lackawanna.     __. 

l&s!  Throop',   _II.-I__I1IIIIII..I  Lackawanna,  

169.  Titusville,     _' Crawford,   

170.  Tyrone,    Blair 

171.  Union,    N.    township,    Fayette,    

172.  Union,  S.  town.'^hip,  Fayette,   

173.  Uniontown,    Fayette,    

174."  Unity  township,   Westmoreland,   - 

175.  Vandergrlft     Westmoreland,    - 

176.  Warren,   Warren, 

177.  Washington,    Washington.    — . 

178.  Waynesboro,  Franklin,     

179.  West    Berwick,*    Columbia,   

180.  West    Chester,    Chester,    

181.  West   Pittston,    Luzerne.   

182.  Whitehall  township,   Lehigh,   

183.  Wilkes-Barre  township,    ..  Luzerne,       

1&4.  Wilkinsburg,   Allegheny,   

185.  Wilmerding,    Allegheny,     

186.  Windber,   Somerset.     

187.  Winton,   Lackawanna,    — . 


4 

15 

14 

14 

9 

5 

14 

11 

5 

5 

1 

4 

7 

2 

2 

17 

10 

10 

6 

5 

1 

13 
4 
6 
3 


15 
10 
3 
4 
15 
1 
7 
i 
3 
4 
3 
4 
7 
7 
5 
2 
6 
15 
5 
15 
4 
5 
9 
9 
9 
3 
11 
2 
13 
10 
17 
2 


1,237 


50 

981 

988 

54 

996 

984 

62 

1,227 

1,150 

99 

2,325 

2,368 

32 

788 

757 

66 

1,104 

1,099 

99 

1,537 

1,708 

50 

1,481 

1,601 

49 

1,1^ 

1,104 

36 

865 

794 

32 

758 

660 

34 

792 

S46 

43 

832 

815 

79 

1,461 

1,495 

23 

387 

352 

38 

1,131 

1,202 

68 

1.394 

1,422 

72 

1,639 

1,637 

49 

1,047 

1.196 

41 

573 

505 

38 

732 

700 

50 

1,271 

1,161 

31 

537 

596 

31 

605 

528 

47 

1,224 

1,165 

13 

245 

254 

21 

462 

461 

17 

286 

271 

27 

70S 

731 

40 

786 

865 

17 

465 

429 

29 

60O 

582 

24 

450 

438 

21 

329 

319 

69 

2,065 

2,251 

85 

1,888 

1,872 

28 

561 

557 

85 

2,018 

2,089 

44 

1,022 

1,004 

38 

749 

781 
1,536 

68 

1,615 

24 

604 

605 

20 

559 

482 

48 

882 

942 

25 

661 

654 

45 

1,250 

1.192 

43 

881 

911 

37 

1,223 

1,121 

Hb 

1,023 

918 

43 

761 

715 

45 

901 

898 

70 

1,188 

1  ,782 

31 

722 

675 

76 

1,583 

1,645 

46 

939 

773 

40 

988 

1,100 

86 

1,466 

1,533 

107 

2,075 

2,116 

44 

961 

1,050 

28 

793 

759 

49 

1,174 

1,165 

•S2 

644 

711 

33 

953 

1,009 

20 

487 

513 

101 

1,902 

1,9.34 

'28 

622 

60O 

36 

1,062 

1,097 

26 

661 

836 

8,373      183,152      185,961 


'Consolidated  with  Berwick  after  July  1,  1918. 
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FOURTH  CLASS  DISTRICTS. 

(All  districts  not  classified  above.) 

SUMMARY. 


Teachers. 


Pupils. 


Districts. 


yirst  class,  — 
Staond  class, 
TJiird  class,   . 
Fourth   class, 

Total,    - 


2 

1,2.50 

7,871 

149,381 

148,824 

15 

665 

3,857 

83,017 

83,578 

187 

1,237 

8,. 373 

183,152 

185,961 

2,384 

4,666 

16,914 

337,421 

343,650 

7,818        36, .515      752,971      762,013 


DISTRIBUTION  OF  STATE  AID  TO  NORMAL  SCHOOL  STUDENTS  FOR 
SCHOOL  YEAR  ENDING  JULY,  1918. 


District. 


Amount. 


First,    Westchester,  $42 

Second,  Millersville,   18 

Third,    Kutztown,    18 

Fourth,    East  Strcudsburg^,  16 


Filth,    Mansfield 

Sixth,    Bloomsburg',    _ 

Seventh,  Shipjiensburg-, 

Eig-hth,    Lock  Haven,  _ 

Ninth,    Indiana,   

Tenth,   California,    ___ 

Eleventh,     Slippery  Rock, 

Twelfth,  Edinboro,    

Thirteenth,    


3C0  00 

441  00 

168  00 

764  00 

21,934  .50 

21,382  .50 

20.095  50 

13,438  .50 

43,9.51  50 

16,794  Oij 

18,094  .50 

13.975  50 

.  Clarion,    11, .386  50 


Total,    ?276,726  00 

Note— The  amounts  given  paid  the  tuition  of  the  students  in  full,  the  State  thus  furnishing 
free  tuition  to  all  persons  desiring  to  prepare  themselves  for  teaching  in  the  public  schools. 
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CORNPLANTER  INDIAN  SCHOOL. 

Receipts  and  expenditures  for  tlie  Cornplanter  Indian  School, 
situated  on  the  Allegheny  river  in  Warren  County,  for  the  school 
year  ending  July,  1918,  as  per  Act  of  Assembly  approved  March,  1917, 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand  from  last  year,  fOOO  00 

State  appropriation,    600  00 

Total, 1600  00 

Expenditures. 

Teacher's  salary  and  institute  fee,   |436  88 

Fuel  (coal,  wood,  oil),  delivered, 89  22 

Books  and  supplies, -       27  71 

Repairing  of  pipes  with  labor, 37  51 

General  repairs,   6  46 

Other  expenses, 7  00 

Total, , |604  78 

Attendance. 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled,   16 

Per  cent,  of  attendance  during  term, 91 

Cost  per  pupil  per  month,  |4  72 
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West  Chester,   $60  OO    $5  00  

Millersville,     _. 60  00    5  00         $6  OO 

Kutztown, 80  00    5  25           6  00 

East    Stroudsburg,    60  00  $3  00  5  50           6  00 

Mansfield,   .._—  60  00  6  25  5  00           9  00 

Bloomsburg,    . 60  00  12  V5  5  00  

Ship-pensburg, 60  00    4  75  

Lock  Haven, 60  OO  Free.  4  50              50 

Indiana,   60  00  Free.  5  25           5  OO 

California, 60  00    5  25  

Slippery  Rock,    60  00    4  50           3  75 

Rdinboro, 60  00    5  OO  

Clarion,    6150    3  75' 
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HIGHER  INSTITUTIONS 


Location. 

o 

o 
o 

03 

N 

■3 

si 

C 

Name 

of  Institution. 

City  or  Town. 

County. 

-M  0 

eat-i 

a 
0 

COLLEGES   AND  UNIVERSITIES. 

Albright  College,  Myerstown,    Lebanon 1902      1902 


Allegheny  College,  

Beaver  College,  

Bryn  Mawr  College,  

Bueknell  University,  

Carnegie  Institute  of  Technology, 


Dickinson  College, 
Drexel  Institute,   .. 


MeadviUe,   Crawford,  — 

Beaver,  Beaver,    

Bryn  Mawr, Montgomery, 

Lewisburg,   Union,    


Dropsie  College,   

Duquesne  University,  

Franklin  and  Marshall  College, 


Geneva   College,   

Grove  CSty  College,  

Haverford  College,  

Irving  College,  

Juniata  College,  

Lafavette   College,   

La  Salle  College.  

Lebanon  Valley  College, 

Lehigh   University,   

Lincoln  University,  . 

Moravian  College,  

Moravian  Seminary  and  College  for 

Women,   

Muhlenberg  College,  

Pennsylvania  College,  


Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,    

Carlisle,   Cumberland,   

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,  

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,  

Pittsburgh, Allegheny,    

Lancaster,    Lancaster,    

Beaver  Falls,   Beaver,  

Grove    City,    Mercer,    

Haverford,  Delaware,    — 

Mechanicsburg,    Cumberland,    

Huntingdon,   Huntingdon,    

Easton,    Northampton,    

Philadelphia, Philadelphia,  

Annville,    Lebanon,  

Bethlehem,   Northampton,    

Lincoln  University,  „  Chester,   1857 

Bethlehem,   Northampton,    

Bethlehem,  Northampton,    

Allentown,    Lehigh,     

Gettysburg,  Adams,  


Pennsylvania  Colleg°  for  Women, 

Pennsylvania  Military  College, 

Pennsylvania  State  College,  

St.  .Joseph's  College,  

St.  Vincent  College,  

Susquehanna  University,  

Rwarthmore  College,   

Temple  University,   

Thiel  College,   

University  of  Pennsylvania, 

University  of  Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,    

Chester,   Delaware,    

State   College,   Centre,     

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,  - 

Beatty,    Westmoreland, 

Selinsgrove,   .  Snyder,    

Swarthmore,   Delaware, 


Ursinus  College,   

Villanova  College.  

Washington  and  Jefferson  College, 

Wavnesburg  College,   '... 

Westminster  College,  


Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,  1884 

Greenville,    Mercer,    

Philadelphia,    Philadelphia,  

Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,  

Collegeville,   Montgomery,    

Villanova,  Delaware,    

Washington,   Washington,   

Waynesburg,  Greene,   

New  Wilmington, Lawrence 


Wilson  College,  Chambersburg,    Franklin,    

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARIES. 

Crozer  Theological  Seminary, Upland,    Delaware,    

Lutheran  Theological  Seminary, Philadelphia,  Philadelphia,  . 

Meadville  Theological  Seminary, Meadville, Crawford,     — 

Moravian  Theological  Seminary, Bethlehem,   Northampton, 

St.  Vincent  Theological  Seminary,..  Beatty,  Westmoreland, 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  Gettysburg,  Adams,    

Theological   Seminary,    Lincoln  Uni- 
versity,     Lincoln  University,  ..Chester,   

The  Western  Theological  Seminary,  Pittsburgh,    Allegheny, 


1815 

1817 

1853 

1853 

1885 

1880 

1846 

1846 

1900 

1912 

1783 

1783 

1891 

1894 

1907 

1878 

1882 

1787 

1787 

1848 

1850 

1873 

1884 

1833 

1833 

1855 

1897 

1878 

1878 

1823 

1826 

18ff7 

1863 

1835 

1867 

1885 

1866 

1857 

1854 

1807 

1863 

1743 

1883 

1887 

1867 

1832 

1832 

1869 

1853 

1862 

1855 

1S55 

1851 

1852 

1846 

1870 

1894 

1894 

1884 

1884 

1884 

1888 

1870 

1871 

1740 

1753 

1787 
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Religious  Denomination. 


OflBcial  Title  of  Officer 
In  C^arffe. 


Name  of  the  President,  Principal 
or  Superintendent. 


United  Evangelical,   President,   Rev.  L.  Clarence  Hunt,  A.  M.,  B.  D. , 

D.  D. 

Methodist   Episcopal,    President,   Wm.  H.  Oawford,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Methodist   Episcopal,    President,   Horace  Bray  Haskell,  M.  A. ,  I>.  D. 

Undenominational,    President,   M.   Carey  Thomas,   Ph.  D.,  LL.   D. 

Baptist,   —  President,   Dr.    John    Howard    Harris,    Ph.    D., 

LL.   D. 
Non-sectarian,    President,  Arthur   Arton    Hamerschlag,    Sc.    D., 

LL.  D. 

Methodist  Episcopal, President,   James  H.  Morgan,  LL.  D. 

Non-sectarian,    President,   Hollis  Godfrey,  Sc.  D.,  Eng.  D. 

LL.  D.,  D.  C.   L. 

Non-sectarian,    President,   Cyrus  Adler,  B.  A.,  M.  A.,  Ph.  D. 

Catholic,   President,   Very  Rev.  M.  A.  Hehir,  LL.  D. 

Reformed,    President,   Henry  Harbaugh  Apple,  A.  M.,  D.  D., 

LL.  D. 

Reformed  Presbyterian, President,  Dr.  Renwick  Harper  Martin. 

None,  President,   Weir  C.  Ketler,  A.  M. 

Friends,   President,   W.  W.  Comfort,  Ph.  D.,  Litt.  D. 

Lutheran,   President,   E.  E.  Campbell,  A.  M.,  Ph.  D. 

Church  of  the  Brethren,  President,   J.   Harvey  Brumbaugh,   A.   M. 

Presbyterian,    President,   John  H.  MacCracken,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Roman  Catholic,   President,   Rev.  Brother  Richard,  A.  M. 

United  Brethren  in  Christ, President,   G.  D.  Gossard,  A.  B.,  B.  D.,  D.  D. 

Non-sectarian,    President,   Henry  S.  Drinker,  E.  M.,  LL.  D. 

Presbyterian,    President,   Rev.  John  B.  Rendall,  D.  D. 

Moravian, President,  Augustus  Sehultze,  D.  D.,  L.  H.  D. 


Moravian, President, 

Lutheran,   President, 

Lutheran,   President, 


Rev.  J.  H.  Qewell,  Ph.  D. 

Rev.  John  A.  W.  Haas,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

William    Anthony    Granville,    Ph.    D., 

LL.   D. 

Undenominational,    President,   John  Carey  Acheson,  LL.  D. 

Non-sectarian,    President,   Charles  E.  Hyatt,  LL.  D. 

Undenominational,    President,   Edwin  Erie  Sparks,  Ph.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Roman  Catholic,   President,  Rev.  Redmond  J.  Walsh,  S.  J. 

Roman  Catholic,   The  Rev.  Director,  Rt.  Rev.  Leander  Schnerr,  D.  D. 

Lutheran,   President,   Charles  T.  Aikens,  D.  D. 

Non-sectarian,    President,   Joseph  Swaia,  B.  L. ,  M.  S.,  LL.  D. 

Undenominational,    President,   .- Russell  H.  Conwell,  D.  D.  LL    D. 

Lutheran,   President,  Henry  W.  Elson,  A.  M.,  Litt.  D. 

Non-sectarian,    Provost,    Dr.  Edgar  E.  Smith. 

Non-sectarian, Chancellor,    Samuel     Black     McCormiek, 

LL.  D. 

Reformed, President,  George  Leslie  Omwake,  A.  M., 

Roman  Catholic,   President,  James  J.  Dean,  A.  M.,  M.  S. 

Non-sectarian,    President,  p.  w.   Hinitt,  D.  D.,  LL    D. 


D.     D., 

Pd.  D. 


United  Presbyterian,   President, 

Presbyterian,    President, 


W.  Charles  Wallace,  D.  D. 


Ethelbert     Dudley     Warfleld,     D. 
LL.  D. 


Baptist,  President, 

Lutheran,   Dean,    

Unitarian,    President, 

Moravian, President, 


Roman  Catholic, 


Milton  G.  Evans,  D.  D.,   LL.  D. 
Rev.    Henry    Eyster    Jacobs,    D.    D., 

LL.   D.,  S.   T.  D. 
Franklin  C.  Southworth,  A.  M.,  D.  D. 
Augustus  Sehultze,  D.  D.,   L.  H.  D. 


Rev.   Director,   Rt.  Rev.  Leander  Schnerr,  D.  D 


Lutheran,   President,  J.  A.  Singmaster,  D.  D. 

Presbyterian,    President,  Rev.  John  B.  Rendall. 

Presbyterian,    President. . Rev.  James  A.  Kelso,  Ph.  D.,  D.  D. 
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MEDICAL    COLLEGES. 

Hahnemannn  Medical  College,  

Medical  School,  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania,     

School  of  Medicine,  University  of 
Pittsburgh,    

Temple  University,  Medical  Depart- 
ment,  - 

The  Woman's  Medical  C^ollege, 

VETERINARY  MEDICINE. 

School  of  Veterinary  Medicine,  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  

COLLEGES  OF  PHARMACY. 

Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,.. 
Pittsburgh  College  of  Pharmacy,  __ 
Temple    University,     Pharmacy    De- 
partment,  0 

DENTAL   COLLEGES. 

School  of  Dentistry,  University  of 
Pittsburgh ,    , 

Temple  University,  Dental  Oollegt,.. 

University   of   Pennsylvania,    Dental 

Department,    

LAW  SCHOOLS. 

Dickinson  School  of  Law, 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  Law 
ScTlool,    


Philadelphia,  Philadelphia, 1848 

Philadelphia,  Philadelphia,  1765 

Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,   188<J 


Philadelphia,  Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia,  Philadelphia, 


Philadelphia, Philadelphia, 


1884 
1850' 


1884 


Carlisle,   

Philadelphia, 


Cumberland, 
Philadelphia, 


1890 
1790 


1848 


1888 
1850 


Philadelphia,  Philadelphia,  1821       1822 

Pittsburgh,    Allegheny, 1878       1878 

Philadelphia, Philadelphia,  19021       


Pittsburgh,    Allegheny,  1890       189« 

Philadelphia, Philadelphia,  1884       1888 

Philadelphia,  Philadelphia,  1878       1791 


1890 
1791 
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OF  LEARNING— Continued. 


Religious  Denomination. 


OfScial  Title  ol  Officer 
in  Charge. 


Name  of  the  President,  Principal 
or  Superintendent. 


None, 


Dean,     W.  A.  Pearson,  Ph.  B.,  Ph.  D.,  M.  D. 


Undenominational,    , Dean,    Provost  Edgar  J.  Smith,  Ph.  D.,   Sc. 

D.,    LL.    D. 
Non-sectarian,    Dean,    Ogden  M.  Edwards,  Jr.,  B.  S.,  M.  D. 

. Dean,    R.  H.  Conwell,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Non-sectarian,    Dean,    Dr.    Martha    Tracy,    A.    B.,    M.    D., 

Dr.  Ph. 


Undenominational,    Dean,    Louis  A.  Klein,  V.  M.  D. 


Non-sectarian,    Dean,    Howard  B.  French. 

None,    Dean,    j.   A.  Koeh. 


Dean,    J.  R.  Minehart,  Phar.  D.,  M.  D. 


Non-sectarian, 
Non-sectarian, 


Dean,    H.  Edmund  Friesell,  B.  S.  D.  D.  S. 

Dean,    J.  N.   Broomell,  D.  D.  S. 

Dean,    Chas.  R.   Turner. 


None,  Dean, 

Non-sectarian,    Dean, 


William  Trickett. 

William  E.  Mikell,  B.  S.,  LL.  M. 
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College  and  University  Council 

(Authorized  by  Act  of  .lime  26,   1895.) 
Members    Ex-ofl5cio — Governor    William    C.    Sproul,    President ;    Attorney-General, 

William  I.  Schaffer;  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  Nathan  C.  Schaeffr. 

Secretarj'. 
Edgar  F.  Smith,  Philadelphia. 
Edwin  E.  Sparks,  State  College,  Centre  County. 
S.  E.  Weber,  Scranton. 

Samuel  B.  McCormick,  Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  County. 
J.  H.  Harris,  Lewisburg,  Union  County. 

Henry  S.  Drinker,   South  Bethlehem,  Northampton  County. 
H.  H.  Apple,  Lancaster,  Lancaster  County. 
W.  H.  Crawford,  Meadville,  Crawford  County. 

STATE  BOARD  OF  EDUCATION. 

(Authorized   by   Act   of   May   18,    1911.  j 
(Office  in  Telegraph  Building.) 
President  and  Member  Ex-offieio — Nathan  C.  Sehaeffer. 
William  Lauder,  Riddlesburg,  Bedford  County. 
L.  E.  McGinnes,  Steelton. 

Robert  C.  Shaw,  Greensburg,  Westmoreland  County. 
E:  S.  Templeton,  Greenville,  Mercer  County. 
John  P.  Garber,  Philadelphia. 
Marcus  Aaron,  Pittsburgh. 
J.  George  Becht,  Executive  Secretary. 
Hubert  O.   Eicher,   Assistant  Seci-etary. 
H.  C.  Richards,  Consulting  Architect, 
M.   I.   Kast,    Consulting  Architect. 
Miss  Edna  M.   Gugler,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Elsie  Mclntyre,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Edna  Viola  Eckert,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Edna  E.  Hartman,  Stenographer. 

Miss  Mary  F.  Bogue,  State  Supervisor  of  Mothers'  Pensions. 
Miss  Edna  E.  Perry,  Clerk  to  Supervisor  of  Mothers'  Pensions, 

BUREAU  OF  MEDICAL  EDUCATION  AND  LICENSURE. 
MEMBERS  EX-OFFICIO. 

Dr.   Nathan   C.   Sehaeffer,    Harrisburg. 
Dr.  Edwin  Martin,   Harrisburg. 

MEMBERS   BY   APPOINTMENT. 

(Authorized  by  Act  of  June  3,   1911.) 
John  M.  Baldy,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia ;  Wm.  M.  Hillegas,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia ;  Irvin 
D.  Metzger,    M.  D.,    Pittsburgh;   Adolph  Koenig,    M.  D.,    Pittsburgh;   Calvin  R.  • 
Johnstonbaugh ,    M.  D.,    Bethlehem. 

(  669  ) 


670  .     PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  Off.  Doc. 

OFFICERS. 

John  M.  Baldy,  M.  D.,  President,  2219  Delancy  St.,  Philadelphia;  Dr.  Nathan  C. 

Schaeffer,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Department  Public  Instruction,  Harrisburg. 
Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds,  Clerk,  Harrisburg. 
Miss  Ida   C.   Sweeney,   Stenographer,   Harrisburg. 
Miss  Marguerite  V.  Witmyer,  Stenographer,  New  Cumberland. 

DENTAL  COUNCIL  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

(Authorized  by  Act  of  May  7,   1907.) 

W.  A.  Spencer,   D.  D.  S.,   Carbondale,    Pa. 

Nathan  C.  Schaeffer,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Edwin  Martin,  M.  D.,  Commissioner  of  Health,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Alexander   H.   Reynolds,  D.   D.    S.,    Secretary   Board   of  Dental   Examiners,   4630 

Chester  Ave.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Paul  W.  Houck,  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs,  Shenandoah,  Pa. 

Clerics  and  Stenographer. 

Miss  Mary  Y.  McReynolds,  201  State  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
Miss  Edith  L.  Breitinger,  1418  N.  Second  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
H.  H.  Fleisher,  1517  State  St.,  Harrisburg,  Pa. 
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Pennsylvania  State  School  Officers 


HARRISBURG,  JANUARY  1,  1918. 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION. 

(Office  in  the  Capitol.) 
Superintendent  of  Puilic  Instruction, 

NATHAN   C.   SCHAEFFER. 


Deputy  Superintendents, 
C.  D.   KOCH   and  REED  B.  TEITRICK. 


High  School  Inspectors, 

W.  M.  DENISON,  JAMES  G.  PENTZ, 

WILLIAM  S.  TAFT,  G.  C.  L.  RIEMER. 


Other  Officers  of  the  Department, 

U.   G.  FRY,   Financial  Clerk,  GEO.  A.  STEARNS,  Statistical  Clerk, 

H.  H.  FLEISHER,  Recording  Clerk,      H.  A.  WALTER,   Messenger. 


Stenographers, 

MISS   MARY   Y.   McREYNOLDS,  MISS  RUTH  L.  GRISSINGER, 

MISS  EDITH  L.  BREITINGER,  MISS  MABEL  G.  BACKENSTOSS. 


Bureau  of  Professional  Education. 

(Authorized  by  Act  of   Jxuie   19,    1911.) 
John  Loman,  Examiner. 
A.  Davis  Jackson,  Examiner  and  School  Visitor. 

Stenographers. 

Miss  Catharine  Dugan,    Ferry  Bldg.,   16th  and  Chestnut  Sts.,    Philadelphia. 
Miss  Emma  S.  Longacre,   422  Perry  Bldg.,   16th  and  Chestnut  Sts.,   Philadelphia. 
C.  Blaine  Smathers,  Examiner  and  School  Visitor.* 

Miss  Jane  H.  Stark,  Stenographer,  Room  101  State  Hall,  University  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. 


*Ia  service  of  United  States  GrOTemment. 
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Bureau  of  Vocational  Education. 
(Office  in  Union  Trust  Building.) 
*  Agricultural  Division. 

L.  H.  Dennis,  Director  of  Agricultural  Education. 
H.  C.  Fetterolf,    Supervisor  of  Agricultural  Education. 
J    K.  Bowman,   Supervisor  of  Agricultural  Education. 
H.  E.   Gayman,   Supervisor  of  Agricultural  Education. 
li.  J.  Ulmer,   Supervisor  of  School   Gardens. 
Mrs.  John  D.  Zink,  Supervisor  of  Home  Making. 
Miss  Ruth  A.  Boring,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Ruth  L.  Yoder,  Stenographer. 
Miss  Helen  R.  Stephens,  Stenographer. 


Industrial  Divisions. 

Millard  B.  King,  Director  of  Industrial  Education. 

W.   P.   Loomis,    Supervisor   of   Industrial   Education. 

Paul  E.  Beck,  Supervisor  of  Music  and  Drawing. 

Mrs.  Anna  G.  Green,  Supervisor  of  Household  Arts  Education. 

Miss  M.  Claire   Snyder,   Supervisor  of  Continuation   School. 

Miss  Edna  P.  Comp,  Stenographer. 

Miss  Jane  D.  Hirsh,  Stenographer. 

Miss  Frances  E.   Lindley,    Stenographer. 

Miss  Mildred  B.  Bomgardner,  Stenographer. 


STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


District. 

Principal. 

Post    Office. 

First,     —    _      _-                     —  . 

George  M.  Philips,  

C.  Hi.   Gordinier,       

West   Chester. 

Second, 

Millersville. 

Third,    ._      .- 

A.    C.   Rothennel    __    -       -  -. 

Fourth, -      _        

E.  L.  Kemp,  

W.    R.    Straughn,    

D.   J.   Waller,  Jr.,   

East  Stroudsburff. 

Fifth,    

Sixth,    

Seventh, -               —  -. 

Mansfield. 

Bloomsburg. 

Shippensburg. 

Eighth,    .    _  - - 

Charles    Lose,      —      _.  - 

Eock  Haven. 

Ninth, 

John  A.   H.  Keith,     

Indiana. 

Tenth,    

Eleventh,    

Twelfth 

W.   S.   Herfzog,   

J.    Linwood  Eisenberg,   

Frank  E.  Baker,  

Clyde  C.  Green,  

California. 
Slippery   Rock. 
Edinboro. 

Thirteenth      

Clarion. 
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COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 


County. 


Name. 

(Commission  Expires 

May,    1922.) 


Adams,  

Allegheny,    

Armstrong,    

Beaver,     

Bedford,    

Berks,     

Blair,    

Bradford,   

Bucks,     

Butler,    

Cambria,    

Cameron,    

Carbon,   

Centre,    

Chester,   

Ciarion,    

Clearfield,     

Clinton,     

Columbia,     

Crawford,    

Cumberland,    — 

Dauphin,   

Delaware,    

Elk,    

Erie,     

Fayette,     

Eorest,     

Franklin,    

Fulton, 

Greene,   

Hunting-don,    „. 

Indiana,     

Jefferson,    

Juniata,  

Lackawanna,    „ 

Lancaster,    

Lawrence,   

Lebanon,     

Lehigh,  

Luzerne,    

Lycoming,    

McKean,    

Mercer,   

Mifflin,    

Monroe,   

Montgomery,    _. 

Montour,    

Northampton,    . 
Northumberland 

Perry,    

Pike,    

Potter,   

Schuylkill,    

Snyder,    

Somerset,    

Sullivan,    

Susquehanna,    _. 

Tioga,    

Union,     

Venango,    

Warren,   

Washington,   __. 

Wayne,    

Westmoreland, 

Wyoming,     

York,     


H.   Milton  Both,   

Samuel   Hamilton,    

0.  M.   Heilman,  

David    O.    Locke,    

Lloyd  H.   Hinkle,   

Eli  M.  Bapp,  

T.  S.  Davis,   

Leon  J.  Russell,  

J.    H.    Hoffman,    

Frank  A.    McClung,    

M.    S.   Bentz,   

C.   E.    Plasterer,   

James  J.  Bevan,  

David    O.    Etters,    

Thomas  A.  Bock,  

N.   E.   Heeter,   

W.    P.    Trostle,    

Ira  >;.   McCloskey,   -— 

W.  W.  Evans,  

P.   D.  Blair,   

J.   Kelso   Green,    

Frank  E.    Shambaugh,    __ 

A.  G.  O.  Smith,  

J.   W.   Sweeney,   

1.  H.   Bussell,   

John  S.   Carroll.  

J.   O.  Carson,  

L.   E.   Smith,   

J.  Emery  Thomas, 

H.  D.   Freeland, 

L.   E.   Boyer,  

James    F.    Chapman,    

Charles  A.  Andeison,   

0.  E.    Kauffman,    

J.    C.   Taylor,' 

Daniel    Fleisher,    

Charles  F.  Ball,  

John  W.  Snoke,  

Mervin  J.   Wertman,   

Frank  P.   Hopper,   

G.  B.  Milnor  , 

C.  W.   Lillibridge,  

H.   E.   McConnell.   

Lawrence  Ruble,  

Frank  Koehler,    

J.   Horace  Landis,    

Fred  W.   Diehl,   

George  A.  Grim,  

1.  H.   Mauser,   

Daniel  A.   Kline,   

Lueian   WestbrooJs:,    

A.    P.   Akeley.   

Livingston    Seltzer,    

T.   A.   Stetler,   

John  H.    Fike,   

H.  B.   Henning,  

F.  H.  Taylor,  

Morton  F.  Jones,   

W.   W.   Spigelmyer,   

Dallas  W.   Armstrong,  __. 

C.    S.    Knapp,    

L.   B.   Crumrine,   

J.  J.  Koehler,  

Bobert  C.  Shaw,  

John  E.   Morgan, 

C.  W.  Stine,  


Salary. 


Gettysburg,    

Wilkinsburg,    

Kittanning,   

Beaver,    

Bedford,  

Reading,     

Alfoona,  

Tonanda, 

Djyiestown,    

Butler,     

Ebensburg,    

Emporium,    

Maueh  Chunk,    

State    College,    

West   Chester,    

Clarion,    

Clearfield,    

Lock    Haven,    

Bloomsburg,    

MeadviUe,    

Carlisle,    

Lykens,  

Media,   

St.    Marys,   

North    East,     .__, 

Uniontown,  

Tionesta,    

Chambersburg,   

McConnellsburg,    

Waynesburg,    

Huntingdon, 

Indiana,    , 

Brcokville,    

McAlisterville,     

Jieranton,   

Lancaster,  

Mahoningtown,  R.  D.  No 

Lebanon,    

Orefleld,    

Wilkes-B.arre, 

Williamsport,    

Smethport,    

Mercer,    

McVeytown,    

Stroudsburg,    

Norristown,    

Danville,    

Nazareth,     

Sunbury,    

New    Bloomfleld 

Matamoras-    

Coudersport,    

Pottsvllle,    

Middleburg,    

Somerset,    

Lopez,    

Montrose,    

Blossburg',    

Mifflinburg,     

Franklin, 

Warren,    

Washington,    

Honesdale,    

Greensburg,    

Tuukhannock,     

York.  


$2,500 
9,100 
3,000 
4,200 
2,500 
4,000 
3,000 
3,000 
4,000 
2,500 
6,O0Q 
2,500 
3,600 
2,50<, 
3,500 
3,000 
2.900 
2,500 
3,000 
2,500 
2,500 
3,000 
4,000 
3.600 
3,000 
4,000 
2,000 
2,750 
2,000 
3.000 
2,500 
2,500 
2,800 
2,000 
5,000 
4,008 
2,500 
2,750 
2,500 
5,000 
3,000 
3,000 
2,500 
2,000 
2,400 
5,000 
2,000 
3,500 
2,800 
2,400 
2,000 
■2,500 
4,590 
2,000 
2,500 
2,000 
2,500 
2,500 
2,100 
2,800 
2,500 
3,000 
3,100 
5,200 
2.50O 
3,000 
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DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


Oity,    Bordugli    or 
Township. 


Name. 

(.Coniinissioa   Expires 

May,  1922.) 


Post   Office. 


Salary. 


Abington    township     (Mont- 
gomery Co.)  i 

Allentown,    

Altoona,    

Ambridge,    

Aiehbald,    . 

Ashland,    

Ashley,   

Bangor,   

Beaver    Falls 

Berwick,    

Bethlehem,   

Blakely ,   

Bloomsburg,   

Braddock,    

Bradford,    

Bristol,    

Butler,    

Oarbondale.    

Carlisle,   

Carnegie,    

Olxambersburg,    

Charleroi,   rr—,z--—-- 

Cheltenham  township  (Mont- 
gomery Co.) 

Chester,   

Clearfield,  -- 

Coal  twp.    (Northumberland 
Co.) 

Ooatesville,    

Columbia,    

Connellsville,    

Oonshohocken,    — 

Coraopolis,    

Corry,    

Danville,    

Darby,    

Dickson  City,   

Donora,   

DuBois,    

Dunmore,    

DuQtiesne,  

East  Conemaugh,   

Easton,    

EUwood  City,   

Erie,    

Earrell,    

Eranklin,    ^^— 

German    township    (Fayette 
Co. 

Greensburg,   

Greenville,    

Hanover,    

Harrlsburg,   

Hazleton,    

Hazle      township      (Luzerne 
Co.) 

Homestead,   

Huntingdon,    

Jeannette,     

Johnstown,    

Jimiata,    

Kane,    

Kittanning,    

Lancaster,    

Lansford,   

Latrobe 

Lebanon,    

Lewistown,    

Lock  Haven,    

Lower   Merion   twp.    (Mont- 
gomery Co.) 

McKeesport,    

McKees    Rocks,    

Mahanoy   City,   — ^ 

Mahanoy   townafliip   (Sehayl- 
kill   Oo.) 


Edward  S.   Ling,   Glenside,     

H.  W.  Dodd,  'Allentown,     ... 

Samuel  H.   Layton,  Altoona,    

Charles  S.  McVay,  Ambridge,    

W.   A.   Kelly,   ^Archbald,   

Edward  W.  Taylor,  Ashland      

A.   P.   Cope,  Ashley,    

John  W.    Gruver,   Bangor,    

Floyd   Atwell,    Beaver  Falls,  . 

J.   Y.   Shambaugh,  Berwick,    

James  N.   Muir,   :BetbIehem,    — 

H.  B.  Anthony,  Peekville,     

L.  P.  Sterner,  'Blocmsburg,    . 

P.  C.  Steltz,  Braddock,    

Jaines  P.  Butterworth,  Bradford,    

Louis  D.  Baggs, —-Bristol,    — 

John  A.  Gibson,  Butler,     

Wm.  O.  Greenawalt,  Carbondale,    ._ 

John  C.   Wagner,   Carlisle,    

Thomas  J.   George,   Carnegie,   

U.  L.  Gordy,  Chambersburg, 

Thomas  L.   Pollock,   'Charleroi,    

Oscar  W.  Ackerman,  Elkins   Park,    . 


Charles  A-  Wagner,  Chester,    _. 

George  E.  Zerfoss,  Clearfield,  . 

P.   Frank  Brennan,   Shamokin, 


$3,000 


H.    R.    Vanderslice,    Coatesville, 

W.  C.  Sampson, Columbia^    

Stanley   P.    Ashe,    Connellsville,    

Paul  Y.   Eekert,  Conshohocken,    . 

C.    E.    Hilborn,    Coraopolis,     

Charles   J.    Naegle,    Oorrj'-,    

D'.  N.   Diffenbacher,   Danville,     

Amos   Cliamberlain,   Darby,     

P.   M,  Brennan,  Dickson    City,    . 

TTiomas  M.  Gilland, iDonora,    , 

Tracy  T.   Allen,   DuBois,    

C.   F.   Hoban,   'Dunmore,    

C.   H.  Wolford,  Duquesne,      

J.  M.  Uhler,  IConemau^h, 

Robert  E.   Laramy,  lEaston,    

Charles   F'.    Becker,    -  —  iEllwooa    City,    - 

Ira    P.    Bush,    {Erie,    

Port    Eckles,    '.f^arrell,    

Charles    E.    Carter,    iFranklin,    

R.    E.    Rudisill,    -IMcClellandtown, 


Thomas  S.   March,  Greensburg, 

Grant  B.    Gerberich,   1.  Greenville,    . 

A.  J.  English,  Hanover,    __ 

F.  E.  Downes,  Harrisburg, 

David  A.    Harman,   Hazleton,    _ 

Joseph  B.   Gabrio,    Hazleton,     - 


Landis   Tanger,    'Homestead,    - 

E.  R.   Barclay,   ._. Huntingdon, 

E.    W.    Long,    Jeannette,    — 

H.  J.  Stockton,  'Johnstown,    . 

M.  B.  Wineland,  Juniata,    

H.  O.  Dietrich, iKane,    

I.  M.  Gast, Kittanning.   _. 

Hervey  B.   Work,   jLancaster,  _.. 

E'.   E.   Kuntz,   iLansford,    — 

R.  M.  Steele, Latrobe,  

E.  M.  Balsbaugto,  Lebanon,   

W.  A.   Hutchinson,   I  Lewistown,    _. 

C.    W.    Hunt,    'Lock  Haven, 

S.    E.   Downs,    lArdmore,    


J.    B.    Richer,    McKeesport,    __. 

T.  K.  Johnston,  McKees  Rocks, 

H.   A.    O'Day,    Mahanoy  City, 

Joseph   F.   Nonnan,    Malianoy  Oity, 


i, 


200 
400 

20O 
100 
85  C 
000 
800 
000 
IOC 
000 
000 
000 
80C 
400 
.500 
1 20$ 
,50S 
,500 
,500 
,200 
,40S 
001 


4i00fi 
2,50C 
8,600 

2,50fi 
2,500 
S.OOO 
2,100 
2,308 
2,000 
1,400 
2,000 
2,000 
2,. 500 
2,700 
3,270 
3,O0C 
?,10C 
3,600 
2,700 
5.000 
2,800 
3,006 
2,80C 


8,000 
1,740 
4,00€ 
8,600 
4,90C 

3,S0C 
2,400 
2,400 
4,000 
1,80C 
2,50C 
8,0OC 
4,0OC 
2,500 
3,000 
3,000 
1,900 
2,100 
4, too 

4,500 
8,000 
2,409 
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DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS— Continued. 


City,    Borough    or 
Township. 


Name. 

(Commission   Expires 

May,  1922.) 


Poet    Office. 


Salary. 


i  West- 


MeadviUe,     

Middletown,    

Jlilton,    

Minersville,     

Monessen,   

Monongahela  City,  - 

Mount  Carmel,   

Mount  Pleasant  twp. 
moreland   Co.) 

Munhall,    

Nanticote,    

New   Brighton,    

New    Castle,    

New  Kensington,    

Newport  twp.  (Luzerne  Co.) 

Norristown,     

Northampton,    

Oil  City,   

Old    Forge,    

Olyphant,   

Philadelphia,    

.  Phoenixville,    

Pittsburgh,    

Pittston,   

Pottstown,     

Pottsville,    

Punxsutawney,    

Radnor   township    (Delaware 
Co.) 

Bankin,    

Reading,    

Redstone  township   (Fayette 
Co.) 

Rochester, 

Rostraver    township    (West- 
moreland  Co.) 

Sayre,   

Scranton,    

Shamotin,    

Sharon,    

Shenandoah,    

Steelton,    

Sunbury,  

Swissvale,  - 

Tlamaqua,    

Tarentum,    

Taylor,    

Tliroo'P, 

Titusville, 

Tyrone,    

Uiiiontcwn,    

Upper     Darby     twp.      (Del- 
aware Co.) 

Vandtergrift,     

Warren,    

Washington,    "-II! 

Waynesboro,    __ 
West  Chester, 

West  Mahanoy  twp.  (Sehuyl- 
Ml  Co.) 

Willres-Barre,    

Willdnsburg,     II_! 

Williamsport,    

Windber,    

W5nton,     '"_'_' 

York,     


Edward    Sargent,    jMeadville,    

H.   J.    Wickey,    i Middletown,    

Carl   L.    Miiward,    .Milton,    

O.  E.  Eoudabush,  Minersville,    

H.  E.  Gress,  ,-  -     Monessen,    

R.   G.  D^an,   Monongahela,    _^. 

W.   M.    ieingst,   Mount  Carmel,  .. 

Chas.  W.   Potter,  Mount    Pleasant, 

Cbas.  B.  Stone, Homestead,    

A.    P.    Diffendafer,    Nanticoke,   

S.   W.    Lyons,    New    Brighton,    . 

George  A.   Dickson,    New  Castle,    

Berlin  Empfleld,   New  Kensington, 

H.  U.  Nyhart,  Glen  Lyon,   

A.    S.   Martin,   Norristown,    

W.    D.    Landis,    Northampton,  ._. 

■James  J.  Palmer,. Oil   City,    

Francis  R.  Coyne,  Old  Forge,    

M.   W.    Cummings,   Olyphant,    

■John  P.  Garber, Philadelphia,    

isaac    Doughton,    PhoenisviUe,    

William  M.  Davidson, Pittsburgh,     

D.   J.    Cray,   iPittston,    

W.    W.    Rupert,    iPottsto^TO,    

George  H.   Weiss,   Pottsville,    

F.    S.    Jackson,    Punxsutawney,   . 

Albert  L.   Rowland,   _______  Wayne,    __^ 


Charles    S.    Foos,    heading,     

Ira  H.    Hess,   jrownsville,  R.  D.  No. 

S.   R.   Grim,   Eochestsr,     

W.   H.   Cober,    Belle  Vernon,  R.  D.  No. 

L.   E.   DeLaney,  S-tyre,    

S.    E.    Weber.    Scranton,     

Joseph  Howerth,   Shamokin,     

W.    D.    Gamble,    Sliaron,   

J.  W.  Ccvoper,  __    ■''henandoah,    

L.  E.  McGinnes, '-jteelton,  

W.  A.  Geesey,  Sunbury,    

G.   C.  Kelso,  !"ijsva!e,     

J.    P.    Derr,    Tamaqua,    

.4ndrew  D.   Endslej,   rarentum,     

W.    S.    Robinson,    ____       _    Taylor,   

John  J.   O'Hara,   Throo.p,    

Henry   Pease, Titusville,    

P.  M.  Haiston, I'yi'cne.   

J.    H.    Alleman,    Jniontov/n,   

H.    M.    Mendenhall,    Upper  Darby,   

O.   H.   Omo,   _      Vandergrift,     

R.   T.  Adams,  Warren,    

John   O.    Stiers,    i  Vashington,    

J.    C.    MeCullough,    -Vayne.sboro,    

Addison    L.    Jones,    Vest  Chester,  

Patrick   F.    Dugan,    "laven    Run,    

H.    H.   Zeiser, ._    ViJl^es-Barre,   

J.    L.   Allison,   Tili-insburg,     

F.   W.  Robbins,   .      Villiamsport      

W.  W.   Lantz,  Vindber,    

John   -T.    Judgft,    essup,    

Atreus  Wanner,    ! '"ork,    


2,500 
1,.50C 
3,S0O 
1,800 
3,600 
2,500 
2,400 
2,000 

2,500 
3,0OG 
2,500 
3,00C- 
2,500 
2,500 
8,500 
2,400 
3,600 
2,000 
2,500 
9,000 
2,250 
cf.OOO 
2,800 
2,100 
2,500 
2,700 
4,0OC 


4, .500 
2,400 

2.000 
2,0CO 

2,000 
5,00C 
3,000 
3,000 
2,200 
3.00C 
2,200 
3,820 
2,30C 
3,250 
2.000 
2,500 
2,400 
2,000 
3,000 
2,400 

2,640 
?.,800 
3,250 
1,500 
3,000 
2,000 

4,500 
4,000 
3,300 
2,000 
2,000 
3,000 
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ASSISTANT  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT. 


County. 


Post   Oface. 


Salary. 


Adams,    — . 
Allegheny, 

Allegheny, 
Allegheny, 
Allegheny, 
Allegheny, 
Armstrong, 
Armstrong. 
Beaver,     __. 
Bedford,    _. 

Berks,     

Berks,    

Berks,    

Blair,    

Bradford,   . 
Bradford,   . 

Bucks,    

Bucks,    

Butler,    

Cambria.    . 


Cambria,    

Cambria,     

Carbon,   

Centre,   

(Chester,    

Cjiiester,    

Clarion,   

Clearfield,   

Clearfield,   

Columbia,    

Crawford,    

Cumberland,    

Dauphin,    

Delaware,    ^.. 

Elk,    

Erie,    

Fayette,    

Fayette,    

Fayette,    

Franklin,    

Greene,   

Himtingdon,     

Indiana,    

Indiana,    _.. 

Jefferson,    

Uackawanna,    

Lancaster,    

Lancaster,    

Lancaster, 

Lawrence,   

Lebanon,    

Lehigh,    

Luzerne,    

Luzerne,    

Luzerne,    

Luzerne,    H" 

Lycoming,    I_ 

McKean, 

Mercer,   H^ 

Montgomery,    II.."! 

Montgomery,    ~" 

Northampton,    H" 

Northumberland,    j 


Potter,   

Schuylkill,  .. 
SchuylkiU,  .. 
SchuylknU,  .. 
Somerset,  ... 
Susquehanna 

Tioga,    

Venango,    .._ 

Warren,   

Washington, 


W.   Raymond  Shank,   New  Oxford,    ] 

Charles  E.  Dickey,' 5776    Wilkins    Ave.,     Pitts-  i 

burgh. 

Orton,  Lowe,  Wilkinsburg,   B.   D.  No.   5, 

Samuel  H.  Replogle,   52  DeSota  St.,   Pittsburgh, 

J.   Elwood  Wherry,   A^pinwall,     i 

Ernest  0.  Noyes,  Edgewood,   Swissvale,   i 

James  L.   Hazlett,   Kittanning,    R.   D.    l\o.    4,..! 

John  A.    Meehling,   vVorthington,    ; 

N.  N.  Nelson,   Beaver,   ' 

Harry   D.    Metzger,    Bedford,    

Alvin  F.   Kemp,    Mertztown,    ■ 

William  H.   Mattes,   Sinking    Spring,    , 

William  A.    Strickler,    Sinking    Spring,    ' 

H.    S.    Fleck,    Tyrone,  i 

William   T.    Clarke,    Towanda,    | 

J.   Ondrew  Morrow,  Towanda,    i 

Albert   G.    Butter,    Perkasie,    i 

S.    Mervin    Smyser,    MorrisvUle.    , 

Mary  K.  Marshall, Butler,     

Sarah  Jones,  139    Fayette   Street,    Johns- 
town. 

Victor  D.  MulhoUen.  Ebensburg,    

J.    C.   Williams,  Kbensburg,    - 

Elizabeth   C.   Wills,    Palmerton,    

F.  Milford  Fletcher. Howard,    

Floyd  C.   Fretz,   West    Chester,    ; 

Mrs.    Willa   Way, McDonald,     ' 


C.   A.   Midsleswarth, 

C.  B.   Wilson,   

D.  A.    Yingling,   

Ida  M.   Walker,   

O.  F.  Adamson,  

W.    G.    Rice,   

W.  E.  Zimmerman,  __. 
William  H.    Swank,   __. 

O.  G.  F.  Bonnert, 

Ernest  R.   Hadlock,   __. 
Miss  Helen  N.    Carroll, 

R.   V.   Ritenour.   

James    G.    Robinson,    . 

J.    L.    Einafrock,    

Kent   Kelley,    

W.   M.   Rife,  

C.  A.    Campbell,    

J.   F..  Weaver,  

Anna  E.  Kyle,  

Eunice  V.   Hall,   

D.  W.    Geist,    

B.    P.   Heiges,   

S.    S.    Simons,   

John  C.   Syling,  

Harry    C.    Meyer.    

Robert  O.   Landis.   

J.   A.   Alden,    

W.    G.    Jenkins,   

A.    E.    Lewis,    

P.   J.  Manley,   

G.   A.   Farrell,  

Burton  S.  Taylor, 

Kate   G.    Barnes,    

Caroline   E.    Niblo.    ._ 

W.    D.    Beyer,    1 

Jas.    M.    Frankenfield, 
George  L.  Swank,  


Paul  H.  Conner,  ._. 

Martin   Foyle,    

N.   M.   Frank,   

James  M.    Schrope, 
Alvero  B.    Oober,   . 

Clara  Winans,  

J.    G.    March,    

L.    H.    Peffer,   

Inez  M.    Hyatt,    

H.  S.  Kuder, 


Clarion, 

[Clearfield,    

IWestover,    

Catawissa, 

Meadville,    

Carlisle,    

HaiTisburg,    

Media,  R.   D.  No.   1,    

Wilcox,     

Union  City.     

Connellsville,    

Ohiopyle,    

Sm,oek,    

Mereersburg,    

Waynesburg,    

Huntingdon,    

Armagh,     

Indiana,    

Brookville,    

Chinchilla     

Blue  Bah,    

Manheim,   

Marietta,    

jXew  Castle,   

iSchaefferst-own,    

JEmaus,    

jFreeland,    

'EdwardsviUe,     

iDallas,     

Pittston,    

Picture  Rocks, 

Bradford,    

Mercer, 

Conshohocken,    

NoTristown,    R.    D.   No.   3,- 

Butztown,    

235    Fairmount    Ave.,    Sun- 
bury. 

Coudersport,    

Hecksherville,    

Gordon,    

Hegins,    . 

Berlin,    

Montrose,    

Wellsboro,  

Franklin,    

Tidioute,    

Washington,    


$1,800 
6,500 

5,800 
5,200 
5,200 
5,200 
1,800 
1,S00 
2,500 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1.800 
1,80C 
1,800 
1,800 
2,500 

2,503 

2,503 
1,800 
1,80G 
1,800 
1,800 
2,00C 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,890 
1,800 
2,330 
2,500 
1,800 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
2,500 
1,800 
1,800 
1,80C 
1,800 
2,000 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
1.80C 
1.800 
1,80C 
1,800 
1,80C 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 

1,800 
2,000 
2.000 
2,000 
1,800 
1,800 
1,800 
2,100 
1,800 
2,100 
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ASSISTANT  COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS— Continued. 


OouBty. 


Name. 


Post   Office.  Salary. 


Washington,   ,  T.    G. 

Wayne,    -  '  A.    C. 

Westmoreland,    ]  W.  G. 

Westmoreland,    J.   H. 

Westmoreland,    ,  i  O.    F. 

Westmoreland,    '  S.    C. 


McOleary,    Wasbington, 

Shaplin,    Honesdale,    _ 

Dugan, iParnassus,    . 

Elliott,   Greensburg, 

Maxwell,   Greensburg, 

Wallace,    Greensburg, 


York,    Charles   Albright,    'Hanover, 

York,    '  William  P.   Wilson,   jHighrock, 


1,S0C 
3.3j': 

2,«C 
1,8'-;- 
1,S0C 


Note: — The  salary  of  Assistant  Coimty  Superintendents  is  fixed  by  law  at  eighteen  hundred 
(fl,800)  dollars,  which  is  paid  by  the  State,  but  the  convention  electing  the  Assistant  Superin- 
tendent may  vote  him  additional  salary  from  the  school  appropriation  due  its  own  county. 


ASSISTANT  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS. 


City,    Borough    or 
Township . 

Name. 

Post   Office. 

Salary. 

Tniontown,    

Warren,        _          _ 

Ella  Peach,   

P.   W.   M.   Pressel,        

Uniontown,  

Warren,         . ._    _ 

$2,000 
2  500 

678  PUBLIC  INSTRUCTION.  0£E.  Doc 


^ 


THADDEUS  STEYENS  INDUSTRIAL  SCHOOL,  LOCATED  AT 

LANCASTER,  PA. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MAY  31, 

1918. 


WALTER  A.  MILLER,  Clerk  cf  Board  of  Trustees. 


RECEIPTS. 

Received  from  the  State,  pi,013  76 

Received  from  the  sale  of  rags,  scrap  iron,  etc., 31  27 

Total   receipts, |31,045  03 


EXPENDITURES. 

Fixtures,  furnishings,  broomte,  brushes,  etc., |200  33 

Telephone  rental, 24  00 

Conveyance,    9  68 

Clothing,  dry  goods,  etc., 2,174  14 

Provisions, 5,569  60 

Water  rent,   126  40 

Fuel, 3,196  76 

Petty  cash  account, 274  30 

Ice,  41  08 

Interest,  83  89 

Electricity  (lighting  and  power),   809  23 

Insurance, 27  10 

Paint,  etc., 30  77 

Office  supplies,  printing,  stationery,  etc., 160  76 

Repairs  to  boilers,  heating  system,  etc.,  509  06 

Repairs  to  buildings,   279  04 

Educational  supplies,    1,576  55 

Farm  and  lawn  supplies, 362  37 

Medical  supplies, , 17  50 

Salaries,    15,572  47 

Total  expenditures, |31,045  03 
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Stored  goo'ds  on  hand  May  31,  1918, $894  64 

Stored  goods  on  hand  May  31,  1917, 751  92 

Diiference  in  amount  of  stored  goods,  142  72 

Cost  of  maintenance  for  the  year, §30,902  31 

Scholars  enrolled: 

June,  1917, 56 

July,   1917, 56 

August,  1917, 56 

September,  1917, 50 

October,  1917,   67 

November,  1917, 67 

December,  1917, 67 

January,  1918, 62 

February,  1918, 57 

March,  1918,    57 

April,   1918,  59 

May,   1918,  63 

Cost  of  maintaining  one  scholar  one  week,  |9.91. 

Cost  of  maintaining  one  scholar  one  year,  |515.39. 

Cost  per  week: 

1910-1911,    $10  22 

1911-1912,    9  15 

1912-1913,    8  94 

1913-1914, 8  17^ 

1914-1915,    7  98| 

1915-1916, 8  44^ 

1916-1917,    8  45 

Value  of  buildings, !^103,951  45 

Value  of  grounds, 120,000  00 

Value  of  personal  property,   (including  S139.98,  value 

of  library), 38,261  88 

Value  of  real  and  personal  property,  |262,213  33 
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32 
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38 

440 
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PUBLIC   INSTRUCTION. 


Off.  Doe. 


Written.     Statistical. 
Page.  Page. 

Lebanoa,    84  508 

Lehigh, 88  510 

Luzerne, 90  512 

Lycoming,    92  516 

McKean, 94  520 

Mercer, 97  522 

Mifflin,    98  526 

Monroe,    100  528 

Montgomery,    102  530 

Montour, 104  534 

Northampton,    105  586 

Northumberland, 106  540 

Perry 108  544 

Philadelphia,  ...  548 

Pike,   109  550 

Potter, no'  552 

Schuylkill,   112  556 

Snyder,  .  ; 114  560 

Somerset,   116  562 

Sullivan,     '      119  566 

Susquehanna,    121  568 

Tioga,  124  572 

Union 126  576 

Venango,    128  578 

Warren 130  582 

Washington,    131  586 

Wayne,     133  590 

Vv^estmoreland,    136  594 

Wyoming,    139  598 

York,     141  000 


WRITTEN  REPORTS  OF  DISTRICT  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Page. 

Abingtott  Township  (Montgomery  County), 145 

Allentown,   147 

Altoona 150 

Ambridge,    . 152 

Archbald,   153 

Ashland, 154 

Bangor,    156 

Beaver  Falls, .  157 

Berwick,    159 

Blakely,    160 

Bloomsburg,    163 

Braddock, 165 

Bradford,     168 

Bristol, 170 

Butler,    171 
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Page. 

Carbondale,    1^3 

Carlisle,   175 

Carnegie,    - 1'^^ 

Chambersburg ^'^^ 

Charleroi, 181 

Cheltenham  Township  (Montgomery  C»unty), 182 

Chester,    185 

Clearfield,    191 

Coal  Township  (Northumberland  County) ,   192 

Coatesville,    194 

Columbia,     193 

ConneUsviUe, 197 

Conshohocken, 198 

Coraopolis, 200 

Corry, 201 

Danville, 202 

Darby,    204 

Dickson  City,   204 

Donora, 205 

DuBois,    208 

Dunmore, 209 

Duquesne, 211 

Easton, 213 

Ellwood  City, 215 

Erie,   215 

Farrell, 218 

Franklin,   220 

German  Township  (Fayette  County) ,  224 

Grcensburg,   227 

GreenvUle,  227 

Hanover,    229 

Harrisburg,   230 

Hazleton,   231 

Hazle  Township  (Luzerne  County) , 234 

Homestead,    236 

Huntingdon,    2.38 

Jeannette,    239 

Johnstown,    240 

Juniata,    242 

Kane,    244 

Kittanning,    246 

Lancaster,    248 

Lansford,   251 

Latrobe,   252 

Lebanon,    254 

Lewistown,    256 
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Wilkinsburg 341 


No.  11.  INDEX.  685 

Page. 

WiUiamsport,    343 

Windber,    346 

Winton,    347 

York,    348 


WRITTEN  REPORTS  OF  PRINCIPALS  OF  STATE  NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 

West  Chester,   351 

Millersville,   354 

Kutztown,    356 

East  Stroudsburg,    .  .  .  .• 358 

Mansfield,    358 

Bloomsburg,    .  .  .  - 359 

Sliippensburg,    360 

Lock  Haven,   362 

Indiana,   363 

California,   365 

Slippery  Rock,   366 

Edinboro, 3^8 

Clarion,    339 
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